SHAKTHII ACADEMY - CHENNAI

Increasing Confidence ; Reaching Goals

Idioms Exercise (A)

Directions : For each of the following sentences four alternatives are given. You are
required to choose the correct meaning of the Idioms given in italics in the sentences.

1. The boy turned a deaf ear to the pleadings of all his well-wishers.

(a) listened carefully (b) was deadly opposed o

(c) posed indifference (d) did not pay any attention >

2. We should give a wide berth to bad characters. ‘ “

(a) keep away from (b) publicly condemn A Y

(c) give publicity to (d) not sympathi \

3. Sumit had to look high and low before he could fi
(a) nowhere (b) always

(c) everywhere (d) somewhere "x

4. You may rush from pillar to po t you'stand
without a bribe.
(a) be very busy
(b) rush in all directions and suffe
(c) go to all post boxes and pos
(d) go to many offices and pos

what you want

(a) tal (d) uncontrollable

(a) direct (d) briefly

(a) rich (c) handsome (d) enthusiastic

8. It was clearly a case of the pot calling the kettle black when Jagjit said that Ramu was
a thief.

(a) Someone criticizing another for a fault which he himself has.

(b) A person accusing another of being black.

(c) A person blaming another for something, he has not done.

(d) Both are guilty of the same mistake.
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9. Rahul fought tooth and nail to save his company.
(a) with weapons (b) as best as he could
(c) using unfair means (d) with strength and fury

10. The popularity of the yester year's superstar is on the wane.
(a) growing more (b) at its peak P
(c) growing less (d) at rock bottom ]

11. The sight of the accident made my flesh creep.
(a) worried me (b) frightened me
(c) confused me (d) drew my attention

12. He is a queer fish. I have failed to understand him.
(a) funny person (b) sensitive pers 7
(c) strange person (d) quarrelsome pe

roved to be a mare's nest

13. The involvement of teachers in th eme of educa
i 1 (d) a timely sleep

(a) a false invention (b) anob n (c)a

14. Chandu used very ugly words against his ki ; rew down the gauntlet
before him.

16. The members of the
(a) acting foolishly

were at odds over the selection procedure.
(b) in dispute (c) unanimous (d) behaving childishly

17. There is no love lost between the two neighbours.
(a) close friendship (b) intense dislike  (c) a love-hate relationship (d) cool indifference

18. I did not mind what he was saying, he was only talking through his hat.
(a) talking insultingly (b) talking irresponsibly
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(c) talking ignorantly (d) talking nonsense.

19. If you pass this difficult examination, it will be a feather in your cap.

(a) you will get a very good job

(b) additional achievement

(c) your parents will be very happy

(d) you will get a scholarship for higher studies. -~

A ]
4

20. If you rub him the wrong way, he is bound to react. ‘ “

(a) annoy him (b) abuse him (¢) flatter him (d)senco him

21. There was opposition to the new policy by the
(a) the majority (b) the ordinary me

(c) the cabinet members (d) the offiCVne

22. Dowry is a burning question
(a) a dying issue
(c) an irrelevant problem

23. His voice gets on my nerve
(a) makes m i i (d) pierces my eardrums

(a) completely recove (b) become worse (c) passed the crisis (d) died

Exercise (B)

1. Komal was left high and dry by her friends when she lost all her money.
(a) isolated (b) rejected (c) wounded (d) depressed
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2. The party stalwarts have advised the president to take it lying down for a while.
(a) to show no reaction (b) to take rest
(c) to be on the defensive (d) to be cautious

3. A movement for the world unity is in the offing.
(a) at the end (b) about to start (c) on decline (d) in the air

4. In the Armed Forces, it is considered a great privilege to c“n arness.
(a) die with honour (b) die on a horse bac
(c) die while still working (d) die in the battlefield

5. Sita is not cut out for this kind of work.
(a) trained (b) suitable (c) recomme
r' N

6. His most trusted friend proved to be a snake
(a) cowardly and brutal (b) an unréliz
(c) a hidden enemy

(a) fluency of speech
(c) abundance of promises

8. The speaker g
(a)ad rese
(c) a g@lfral view

1 conditions in the country,
sed view
a personal view

9. After sow as decided to stick to the straight and narrow path in
future.

(a) becoming a gardener
(b) becoming a farm
(c) a period of wildnes
(d) going through a period of irresponsible pleasure seeking

10. They sold their house because it was a white elephant.
(a) an expensive one (b) a big one (c) a useless one (d) a rare find
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11. When he tells stories about himself, he is inspired to draw the long bow.
(a) get excited (b) exaggerate (c) get emotional (d) underrate

12. He was a king who ruled his subjects with a high hand.
(a) oppressively (b) kindly (c) conveniently (d) sympathetically

13. Discipline is on the wane in schools and colleges these days. ‘%v
(a) increasing (b) declining (¢) spreadir‘ (di spiralling
A N
A N

14. He did me a good turn by recommending me fo

(a) became suddenly good (b) improved
(c) did an act of kindness (d) ret d k
15. Being an introvert, he will only. eat his hear

(a) eat too much (b) kee i i (d) suffer silently

16. The question of abolition of private .
(a) unknown (b) undecided d) uncertain

17. Sumit and I have known eag en I met him the other day

18.1h corner method of dealing with people.
(a) strict i (d) suspicious

19. Continuous interrogatiQiilfinally made the man spill the beans and the disaster was
averted.
(a) blurt out the truth (b) to give information

(c) to scatter the truth (d) to scatter the beans

20. The trade union's seemingly righful demand is only a stalking horse to blackmail the
management.
(a) trick (b) proposal (c) pretence (d) suggestion
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21. The teacher was as good as his word.
(a) incapable of action (b) better than expected
(c) highly pretentious (d) ready to fulfil his promise

22. The reporter said to the editor. "You need not consult anyone. You can take my word
forit. "

(a) believe what I say (b) use the work I suggest

(c) take my promise (d) listen to my explanation_»

® <

23. If we give them this concession, it will be the thin end of the wedge.
(a) a compromise on principles

(b) the least we could do for them

(c) the beginning of further concessions

(d) inadequate for their needs

24. He is always picking holes in every proj
(a) asking irrelevant questions on
(c) finding fault with

25. After the dinner was over she refuse .
(a) to pay (b) to prepare (d) to play trick

V- N
1. Cae

F done to
(a) attaCilied

2. His boss was always in%@own his neck.
(a) abusing and ill-treating
(c) shouting loudly at hi

(d) murdered

(b) watching all his actions closely
(d) giving him strenuous work

3. He is not worth his salt if he fails at this juncture.

(a) quite worthless (b) very proud of himself
(c) quite depressed (d) very strange
6
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4. After having finished the last project, I find myself at a loose end.
(a) happy (b) on vacation (c) free of troubles (d) with nothing to do

5. With the existing management, the future of the company is in doldrums.
(a) dull (b) bright (¢) uncertain (d) secure

6. It was such a strange affair that 1 would not make head or tail @
(a) face it (b) tolerate it (c) remember ‘ (d) understand it
e

7. A good teacher should have the gift of the gab.
(a) a good personality (b) a blent
(c) a talent for speaking (d) an interest

8. She exhibited remarkable sang froid during S.
(a) temper (b) irritation posure

9. My father strained every nerve to en
(a) worked very hard
(c) tried all tricks

d the audacity to criticize the looks of her

exceptionally ugly (d) quite ugly

(c) is confident (d) is unlikely

12. He does not like ndly with Sarla. He always gives her a cold shoulder.
(a) pushes her with his'ffoulder wherever they meet

(b) insult her in the presence of others

(c) tries to be unfriendly by taking no notice of her

(d) argues with her on any issue

13. It was he who put a spoke in my wheel.
(a) tried to cause an accident (b) helped in the execution of the plan
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(c) thwarted the execution of the plan (d) destroyed the plan
14. The captain played with determination because the honour of the team was at stake.

(a) very tense (b) at the top (c) in danger (d) appropriate

15. His promotion is on the cards.

(a) due (b) evident (c) certain (dmrobable

A
16. He resigned the post of his own accord. ‘ “
(a) according to his judgement (b) which he liked A N

(c) voluntarily and willingly (d),according to his

17. Being out of job, he is down in the mouth these da
(a) out of spirits (b) always in tigg mo
(c) become smelly (d) always tellin

(a) faced punishment
(c) faced reprimand

19. While th hei all talk i wing room he felt bored.

(a) light conve S iti (d) whispering
20. H

(a) bec iri anced on his toes

(c) was (d) was wild with excitement

21. The trial was so impor
(a) photographed

that the entire proceedings were held in camera.
(b) made into film (c) secret (d) not open to the public

22. She was in a brown study and not notice my entrance.
(a) reverie (b) fear (c) sleep (d) dream

23. The authorities took him to task for his negligence.
(a) forced him to resign (b) suspended his assignment
8
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(c) reprimanded him (d) gave him additional work

24. 1 did not know that he was pulling my leg all the time.
(a) befooling me (b) degrading me
(c) defaming me (d) complimenting

F N
25. To tell you in a nutshell, lust for power and money has almostgpoiled him.
(a) as objectively as possible (b) in si‘cnand brief manner
(c) an actual experience described vividly (d) to tak confi‘e

1. He is a plain, simple and sincere man. He will alwa

(a) say something to be taken seriously *«U 4
(b) desist from making controversial statemenx
(c) find meaning or purpose in y i
(d) avoid controversial situations

2. She is a cut above other teachers in th
(a) inferior

5. His letters to his war
(a) show indications of
(c) are intended to impres

es for his forbearance and good sense.
(b) speak ill of
(d) serve as strong testimony

6. He is in the habit of chewing die cud.
(a) accusing other (b) crying over spilt milk
(c) forgetting things (d) to muse on

7. 1just paid him a left handed compliment
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(a) an honest (b) a well deserved (¢) an insincere (d) a flattering

8. The new C.M. stuck his neck out today and promised 10 kgs free wheat a month for all
rural families.

(a) extended help (b) took an oath

(c) caused embarrassment  (d) took a risk

S
9. He burnt his fingers by interfering in his neighbour's affai‘ _
(a) got rebuked (b) got himself insulted “
(c) burnt himself (d) got himself into trouble ‘\

10. When the police came, the thieves took to their
(a) were taken by surprise
(c) took shelter in a tall building

11. The dispute regarding the em
(a) settled amicably
(c) took a turn for the better

12. He is a strange fellow, it is . it seems that he has a bee in his
bonnet

(a) an achiev
(b) an obsessio

(c) to facgggoble

d)a prn

13. It will be wise on your
(a) resist the past
(c) recollect the past

nt to be proud o
out i

t to let the bygones be bygones.
(b) ignore the past
(d) revive the past

14. The boy had a hair-breadth escape from a street accident.
(a) lucky (b) easy (c) narrow (d) quick

15. Inspite of the efforts of all peace loving people, world peace is still a far cry.
(a) an abstract ideal (b) a long way off
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(c) an impracticable idea (d) out of reach
16. The management dismissed him and made no bones about it.

(a) made no secret of it (b) did not consult anyone
(c) did not defend the act (d) had no scruple about it

17. He has reached present position in his job through elbow grease.

(a) his persistent fighting (b) his good connections
(c) flattering his superiors (d) his hard work -

O o
18. I am afraid there is something fishy about the Bofors deal. A N

(a) full of fish (b) very clear (c) black at the botto

19. Ram could not get to Kolkata for vacation since he
which he did not get in time. [ P
(a) depending on his bank
(c) relying on

N
20. In the organized society of today no indivi i ugh a lonely furrow.
(a) remain unaffected ers
(c) survive in isolation

21. He always

(a) worksdar reli

(c) unr

22. The n
(a) make things ditficu (b) confuse matters
(c) encounter difficulties (d) create problems

23. Sumit thought he y clever but found himself in a soup.

(a) involved ) ruined (c) in trouble (d) stranded
24. He cannot make both ends meet

(a) work hard (b) manage the business

(c) earn enough (d) control affairs

11

Coaching for : Bank / TNPSC / SSC / Railway / TNUSRB / UPSC-CSAT - Ct: 9884 2222 49




SHAKTHII ACADEMY - CHENNAI

Increasing Confidence ; Reaching Goals

25. The soldiers laid down their arms.
(a) put their arms on the ground (b) surrendered
(c) refused to obey orders (d) put the arms in their place

Exercise (E)

F N
1. India was in a pretty pass over the question of signing the CTBT>
(a) in a beautiful passage (b) a pretty way
(c) in a difficulty (d) in a Problem

2. The scenery of Kashmir beggars description.
(a) beyond the power of description

(c) describe a beggar

3. As her result is likely to be declared in a da
(a) sitting on hooks (b) consfuse
(c) pleased ( X10US §

4. It is a pity that our politicians are m
the uplift of the poor.
(a) bread and butter
(c) worldly benefits
5. Eloquent I nd fauna are certain to be rendered
as a cry in the
(a) a cry.d ant situation
having no end

6. India c ing Australia in hockey series.
(a) lose (c) win (d) decisive victory

7. In modern democratic
almost all the sphere .
(a) law of the payment (b) law of the constitution
(c) law of the mob (d) law of the underworld

ties lynch law seems to have become a common feature in

8. India must not expect any super power at the beck and call at the time of attack.
(a) at the service (b) ask for service (c) at the back of (d) call to help
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9. The Principal proved to be a wet blanket at the party of the students.
(a) discouraged from enjoying (b) damp clothes
(c) blanket wet in the rain (d) cold blank

10. In a parliamentary democracy the Prime Minister is at the helm of national affairs.

(a) in the main position (b) in the centre

(c) helm of a boat (d) centre of attraction o
h

11. The arrival of the mother-in-law in the family proved a r‘n the lute.

(a) brought about disharmony

(b) brought about a disciplined atmosphere

(c) caused unnecessary worries

(d) caused a pleasant atmosphere

12. Seema is a little hard of hearing.

(a) inaudible (b) disinterested ?

13. The statement made by Pakista nd Warmwood to
every Indian.

(a) woodworm (d) beyond reason
14. You cannot have your cake
(a) enjoy forever
(c) run away

15. He iggaumeloq

(a) un S
(c) to onfused

16. He is accused of sif
(a) confused
(c) hesitating between tw

(b) observing the scene
(d) resting on the fence

17. Mohan was over head and ears in love with Reena and insisted on marrying her.
(a) excessively (b) in the long run (c) with all efforts (d) with all might

18. This regular absenteeism is a bad bussiness since no work is being completed.
(a) bad for business (b) unbusiness like
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(¢) an unfortunate event (d) creating ill will

19. Why do you wish to tread on their toes?

(a) to give offence to them (b) To follow them grudgingly
(c) To treat them indifferently (d) to be kicked by them

20. The people were all agog at the airport at the arrival of our victorious team.

(a) all ready (b) in a state of excitement P
(c) a ringing bell (d) nervous ]

21. On the sight of the thieves in the night, my neighbour de&ped co et and not even raise

his voice. A N
(a) to show indifference (bytog
(c) to fall down (d) to fee

22. My friend got the sack from his first job. L

(a) resigned (b) got tired

23. Our forces made a mincemeat
(a) warned
(c) appealed for cease-fire

Answers :

Idioms and Phrases

Exercise (A)
1.(d) 2.(@) 3.(c) 4.(b) 5.(b) 6.(a) 7.(b) 8. (a) 9.(d) 10.(c) 11.(b) 12.(c) 13. (a)
14. (b) 15.(c) 16.(b) 17.(b) 18.(d) 19.(b) 20.(a) 21.(b) 22.(d) 23.(b) 24.(c) 25.(c)
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Exercise (B)
I.(a) 2.(a) 3.(b) 4.(c) 5.(b) 6.(c) 7.(a) 8.(c) 9.(d) 10.(a) 11.(b) 12.(a) 13.(b)
14.(c) 15.(d) 16.(b) 17.(b) 18.(c) 19.(b) 20.(c) 21.(d) 22.(a) 23.(c) 24.(c)25.(a)

Exercise (C)
1.(d) 2.(b) 3.(a) 4.(d) 5.(c) 6.(d) 7.(c) 8.(c) 9.(a)_10.(a)11.(a) 12.(c) 13.(c)
14.(c) 15.(c¢) 16.(c) 17.(a) 18.(c) 19.(a)20.(d)21.(d) 2%) 23.(c) 24.(a) 25.(b)

Exercise (D) “
1.(b) 2.(c) 3.(b) 4.(d) 5.(d) 6.(d) 7.(c) 8.
15. (c) 16.(d) 17.(d) 18.(c) 19.(c) 20.(b) 2

Exercise (E) F N
I.(c) 2.(a) 3.(d) 4.(c) 5.(a) 6.(c) 7.
14. (b) 15.(c) 16.(c) 17.(a) 1

N

C
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