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India Defeats Sri Lanka in ICC Women's World Cup
Opener :-

In a thrilling opener of the ICC Women's ODI World Cup,
India secured a 59-run victory against Sri Lanka using the
DLS method. Key performances came from Deepti
Sharma, who became the first Indian bowler to score a
fifty and take a three-wicket haul in a World Cup match,
and Amanjot Kaur, who scored 57. Despite a mid-innings
collapse, a partnership between Deepti and Amanjot
revived the innings. Sneh Rana's late assault helped India
post 269/8. India's bowlers, led by Deepti's 3-54,
restricted Sri Lanka to 211. This win marks a promising
start for India in the tournament.

Jannik Sinner Clinches China Open Title :-

World number two, Jannik Sinner, won the China Open
by defeating American teenager Learner Tien in straight
sets. This victory marks Sinner's third title of the year and
his 21st career trophy. The China Open highlighted a rare
event where both the world number one and two
secured titles in the same week. Sinner's win signifies his
resilience and skill, especially following a challenging

semi-final. His success continues to position him as a
formidable player on the ATP circuit, with his next
challenge at the Shanghai Masters.

Mirabai Chanu Secures Silver at World Weightlifting
Championships :-

Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu clinched a silver medal
in the 49kg category at the World Weightlifting
Championships in Hyderabad. Chanu lifted a total of
199kg, marking her third podium finish at the World
Championships. Her performance ended India's three-
year medal drought at the event. North Korea's Ri Song
Gum won gold with a total of 213kg, setting new world
records. Chanu's achievement adds to her illustrious
career, having previously won gold and silver at past

World Championships.

Namibia and Zimbabwe secured their places at the 2026
T20 World Cup after winning their semi-finals at the
African qualifiers. Namibia triumphed over Tanzania,
while Zimbabwe defeated Kenya. The two teams will face
off in the final of the African qualifiers. With 17 out of 20
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World Cup slots filled, attention now turns to the Asia-

Pacific Region qualifiers for the remaining spots.

India Names Shubman Gill ODI Captain for Australia
Tour :-

Shubman Gill has been appointed as India's ODI captain
for the upcoming tour of Australia, taking over from
Rohit Sharma. Rohit and Virat Kohli are included in the
squad for the three-match ODI series, while Rishabh Pant
remains absent due to injury. This leadership change
reflects India's strategy to nurture young talent and
adapt to the evolving dynamics of international cricket,
maintaining a balance between experienced players and
emerging stars.

WFI Suspends Olympic Bronze Medallist Aman
Sehrawat :-

The Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) suspended
Olympic bronze medallist Aman Sehrawat for one year
after exceeding the weight limit at the World
Championships. The suspension affects his participation
in national and international events until September
2026. This disciplinary action highlights the importance
of adhering to weight and fitness regulations in
competitive sports. The decision may impact Sehrawat's

preparations for future tournaments, emphasizing the
need for athletes to maintain compliance with sporting

standards.

India's Para Athletes Achieve Historic Success at World
Para Athletics Championships :-

India's para athletes achieved a historic milestone at the
World Para Athletics Championships 2025, securing 22
medals, including 6 golds. Union Minister Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya commended the athletes for their resilience
and spirit, emphasizing their role in inspiring future
generations. The successful event in New Delhi was
praised for its organization and facilities. This
achievement highlights India's growing prominence in
para sports and the government's commitment to
supporting athletes with disabilities.

Australia triumphed over India in a record Women's
World Cup chase, with Alyssa Healy's 142 guiding them
to victory. Despite India's strong start with Smriti
Mandhana and Pratika Rawal, Australia chased down 331
with six balls to spare. Annabel Sutherland's five-wicket
haul restricted India, highlighting Australia's resilience
and tactical prowess in high-stakes matches.
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Wuhan Open 2025: Gauff beats Pegula in straight sets
to win final :-

Coco Gauff claimed the Wuhan Open 2025 title after
defeating fellow American Jessica Pegula in straight sets
in the final, marking another impressive milestone in her
flourishing career. The 21-year-old Gauff displayed
exceptional athleticism and composure, using her
powerful groundstrokes and sharp court coverage to
dominate Pegula, who struggled to find rhythm against
Gauff’'s aggressive baseline play. The victory adds to
Gauff’'s growing list of WTA titles and reinforces her

status as one of the leading stars on the women'’s circuit.
™V

India Secures 10th Consecutive Test Series Win Over
West Indies :-

India defeated the West Indies in a 2-0 series sweep,
marking their 10th consecutive Test series win against
the Caribbean team. This series was the first victory
under captain Shubman Gill. Despite resistance from the
West Indies, India's chase was led by KL Rahul, who
scored 58 not out. India earned 12 World Test
Championship points, maintaining third place with a
61.9% points percentage. Kuldeep Yadav's eight wickets

were crucial on a slow track, securing the win at Arun

Jaitley Stadium.

Cape Verde Celebrates First-Ever World Cup
Qualification :-

Cape Verde qualified for the World Cup, marking a
historic achievement for the West African nation. The
team topped their group, securing a spot in the finals
alongside other African countries. The qualification is a
testament to Cape Verde's growing presence in
international football, inspiring celebrations across the
archipelago. The team's success highlights the potential
of smaller nations in global sports, promoting a spirit of
competition and unity.

Saudi Arabia Earns World Cup Berth with Draw Against
Iraq :-

Saudi Arabia secured a place in the 2026 World Cup after
a 0-0 draw with Iraq in Jeddah. The Saudis only needed a
point to confirm their qualification, with goalkeeper
Nawaf Al-Aqgidi making a crucial injury-time save. Saudi
Arabia finished at the top of Group B in Asia's
preliminaries, level on points with Iraq but ahead on
goals scored. Iraq will now face the UAE in a playoff to
determine the intercontinental playoff participant. This
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marks Saudi Arabia's seventh World Cup appearance
since their debut in 1994.

A/ 4

commonwealth
sport

Ahmedabad Recommended as Host for 2030
Commonwealth Games :-

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, is recommended to host the 2030
Centenary Commonwealth Games, marking a significant
opportunity for India. The recommendation follows an
evaluation of candidate cities, with Ahmedabad selected
over Abuja, Nigeria. This decision highlights India's
commitment to showcasing its diversity and capabilities
on the global stage. Hosting the Games aligns with India's
sports development goals and provides a platform for

enhancing international sports collaboration.

India on Verge of Historic U17 Women's Asian Cup
Qualification :-

The Indian U17 women's football team is close to
qualifying for the AFC U17 Women's Asian Cup for the
first time. A draw against Uzbekistan in their final group
match will secure their spot. This achievement would
mark a significant milestone in Indian women's football,
inspiring future generations and contributing to the
sport's growth in India.

World Boxing Cup Finals in Greater Noida from
November 14 :-

The World Boxing Cup Finals 2025 will take place in
Greater Noida, featuring top global pugilists from
November 14-21. Hosted by India for the first time, the
event underscores the country's growing prominence in
international boxing. With India ranked among the top
five globally, the tournament offers a platform to
showcase its achievements and aspirations in the sport.

Kiran Navgire Sets Record for Fastest Century in
Women's T20 Cricket :-

Indian cricketer Kiran Navgire has set a new record for
the fastest century in women's T20 cricket, achieving the
feat in just 34 balls. Playing for Maharashtra against
Punjab, Navgire's explosive performance included seven
sixes and 14 fours, leading her team to a nine-wicket
victory. This remarkable achievement surpasses the
previous record held by Sophie Devine. Navgire's innings
not only highlights her exceptional talent but also brings
attention to the growing competitiveness and skill in
women's cricket. Her record-breaking century is a
significant milestone in the sport's history.
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Jyothi Surekha Vennam Wins Bronze at Archery World
Cup Final :-

Indian archer Jyothi Surekha Vennam made history by
winning a bronze medal at the Archery World Cup Final,
becoming the first Indian woman compound archer to
achieve this feat. Her victory over Ella Gibson with a
perfect score of 150-145 highlights her exceptional skill
and determination. This achievement enhances India's
reputation in the global archery community and inspires
future generations of athletes. Jyothi's success is a
testament to India's growing prowess in international
sports competitions.

MotoGP: Fernandez Secures First Victory at Australian
Grand Prix :-

Raul Fernandez claimed his maiden MotoGP win at the
Australian Grand Prix, marking a historic victory for
Trackhouse Racing. The race saw Marco Bezzecchi, who
started second, take an early lead but faced penalties,
allowing Fernandez to capitalize and maintain
dominance. This win is a milestone for Aprilia, achieving
their 300th Grand Prix victory. The event highlighted
intense competition, with Fabio Di Giannantonio and
Bezzecchi completing the podium. Fernandez's triumph

underscores his potential in the MotoGP circuit,

Bodhana Sivanandan, Youngest to Beat a World
Champion in Chess :-

British chess prodigy Bodhana Sivanandan, of Indian
origin, has become one of the youngest players to defeat
a former world champion. At age 10, Sivanandan
defeated Ukraine’s Grandmaster Mariya Muzychuk at
the European Club Cup. Her remarkable achievement
adds to her growing list of records, including being the
youngest to secure a Woman Grandmaster norm.
Sivanandan's victory highlights her exceptional talent
and positions her as a rising star in international chess,
promising a bright future in the sport.

F s

India Dominates Kabaddi at 2025 Asian Youth Games :-
India's U-18 boys' and girls' kabaddi teams clinched gold
at the Asian Youth Games 2025 in Bahrain, showcasing
their prowess with unbeaten streaks. The girls' team
achieved a record victory over Iran with Neha Patel
scoring 28 points. The boys' team edged Iran in a thrilling
35-32 win. This victory reinforces India's status as a
kabaddi powerhouse, contributing to the nation's medal
tally. The games, held every four years, highlight young
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athletes from across Asia, and India's performance Sinner Clinches Second Vienna Title, Defeats Zverev in

underscores its dominance in this traditional sport. Final :-
N ' World No. 2 Jannik Sinner claimed his second Vienna

Open title, defeating Alexander Zverev in a thrilling
three-set match. Sinner overcame a slow start to win 3-
6, 6-3, 7-5, showcasing resilience and strategic play. The
victory marks Sinner's 21st tour-level title and extends
his unbeaten streak on indoor hard courts to 21 matches.
The match featured intense rallies and tactical

adjustments, with Sinner's composure proving decisive
in the final set. As Sinner continues his impressive form,
he now turns his attention to the Paris Masters and the
ATP Finals, cementing his status as a top contender in

men's tennis.

India Dominates South Asian Athletics Championships
with 18 Medals :-

India continued its strong performance in the South
Asian Athletics Championships 2025, held at Birsa
Munda Athletics Stadium in Ranchi, securing 18 medals
on the second day of the competition. The Indian
contingent amassed seven gold, eight silver, and three
bronze medals, maintaining their lead over Sri Lanka and
Nepal. Highlights included Nandhini K's gold in the
women's 100m hurdles and Sanjana Singh's win in the
women's 1500m final. The championships underscore
India's prowess in athletics, with athletes showcasing
exceptional talent and determination on the

!

Pat Cummins to Miss First Ashes Test, Steve Smith to

international stage.

Lead Australia :-

Australian cricket captain Pat Cummins will miss the first
Ashes Test in Perth due to a back stress injury, with Steve
Smith set to lead the team. Cricket Australia confirmed
Cummins' absence, aiming for his recovery ahead of the
second Test in Brisbane. The injury presents an
opportunity for Scott Boland to join regulars Mitchell
- Wiz 472 Starc and Josh Hazlewood in the bowling attack. The
% Ashes series, commencing November 21, 2025, is a
crucial contest in the cricket calendar, with Cummins'
absence being a significant factor in Australia's

preparations. The team remains hopeful for his return as

the series progresses.
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Amit Shah Unveils New Criminal Laws in Haryana :-
Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated a state-
level exhibition on new criminal laws in Haryana,
emphasizing their significance as the largest 21st-century
reform in India's justice system. The laws aim to
transition from punishment-driven systems to justice-
oriented frameworks, ensuring citizens' rights. Shah
highlighted improvements in conviction rates and the
introduction of definitions for terrorism and organized
crime. He praised Haryana's governance model and
called for self-reliance in domestic products.

Amit Shah Celebrates Khadi at Khadi Karigar Mahotsav

in Rohtak :-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah attended the Khadi
Karigar Mahotsav in Rohtak, emphasizing Khadi's
significance as a symbol of self-reliance. Shah highlighted
PM Modi's efforts to revive Khadi, which now boasts a
turnover of X1.70 lakh crore. The event featured the
distribution of resources to artisans and the launch of

modernized Khadi outlets. Shah urged citizens to
embrace Khadi products, aligning with the broader vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat and supporting rural industries

and employment.

Jaipur Hospital Fire Tragedy Claims Six Lives :-

A devastating fire broke out in the ICU of SMS Hospital in
Jaipur, resulting in the death of at least six patients. The
incident, attributed to a short circuit, prompted
condolences from Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Rajasthan's Chief Minister. The state government has
launched an investigation into the tragedy, ensuring that
affected individuals receive necessary medical care. This
incident highlights the urgent need for stringent safety
measures in healthcare facilities to prevent such
occurrences and safeguard patient lives.

it
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Uttarakhand Passes Minority Education Bill, Madrasas
to Follow State Curriculum :-
Uttarakhand becomes the first Indian state to dissolve its

Madrasa Board, mandating madrasas to affiliate with the
State Board of Education. The Minority Education Bill,
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approved by the Governor, aligns minority institutions
with the National Curriculum Framework and NEP 2020
from July 2026. The move aims to create a uniform
education system, ensuring equal opportunities for all
students. Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami hailed it as
a historic step towards modernizing education in the

state.

Google to Invest $15 Billion in Al Data Center in Andhra
Pradesh :-

Google plans to invest $15 billion to establish an Al data
center in Andhra Pradesh, marking one of its largest
investments outside the U.S. The 1-gigawatt data center
campus will be located in Visakhapatnam, reflecting
Google's commitment to India's growing tech
infrastructure. This move aligns with the global tech

giants' efforts to expand data center capacity to meet
rising Al service demands. The state IT minister
highlighted the strategic advantage of such initiatives,
emphasizing India's role in the global Al industry.

Top Maoist Leader and 60 Cadres Surrender in
Maharashtra :-

In a significant development against Left-Wing
Extremism, senior CPl (Maoist) leader Mallojula
Venugopal Rao, along with 60 cadres, surrendered to
Maharashtra police. This move is seen as a step towards

peace in Maoist-affected regions. Rao expressed
readiness for peace talks and requested a one-month
ceasefire for consultations. The surrender follows a
peace appeal by CPI (Maoist) Chief Secretary Basavraju.
The Indian government's strategy of promoting
surrenders while intensifying security operations has
shown results, with significant declines in Naxal

activities, as highlighted by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Singapore Police to Meet Assam Team Over Zubeen
Garg's Death :-

A Singapore Police team will meet Assam Police on
October 21 regarding singer Zubeen Garg's death
investigation. The meeting underscores efforts to ensure
justice in this high-profile case, following the tragic

incident during Garg's visit to perform at a festival. This
collaboration highlights the importance of international
cooperation in legal matters.

5 ‘ _IV“; \}\‘-’:’\K“{ :
PM Modi Inaugurates Advanced Night Vision Factory in
Andhra Pradesh :-

On October 17, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated an Advanced Night Vision factory in
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Nimmaluru, Andhra Pradesh, a significant step towards
India's self-reliance in defense. Established by Bharat
Electronics Limited with a Rs 360 crore investment, the
facility will produce night vision devices, missile sensors,
and drone guard systems, boosting India's defense
exports. The initiative aligns with plans to develop
Kurnool as a national drone hub, creating opportunities
in futuristic technologies and enhancing India's strategic
capabilities.

ECI Deploys Observers for Bihar Elections :-

The Election Commission of India has appointed
observers to ensure the fair conduct of Bihar Legislative
Assembly elections and bye-elections in eight
constituencies. For the two-phase elections scheduled in
November, 121 General Observers and 18 Police
Observers will oversee the first phase, with 122 General
Observers and 20 Police Observers for the second phase.
These observers are tasked with maintaining election
transparency, addressing grievances, and ensuring
compliance with electoral norms. Their presence aims to
uphold the integrity of the electoral process, fostering
confidence in democratic institutions and free elections.

World Bank To Release Another $200 Million For
Amaravati Project By December :-

The World Bank has announced plans to release an
additional $200 million for the Amaravati Capital City
Project in Andhra Pradesh by December 2025. This
funding marks a renewed phase of support for the
ambitious urban development project, which aims to
build a world-class administrative capital for the state
along the banks of the Krishna River. The project, initially
conceived after Andhra Pradesh’s bifurcation in 2014,
had faced funding hurdles and delays in earlier years. The
new financial assistance reflects the World Bank’s
confidence in the revived project framework
emphasizing sustainable urban planning, smart

infrastructure, and inclusive housing.

Defence Minister Inaugurates Shaurya Van, Launches
Procurement Reforms :-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated Shaurya Van
in Jaisalmer, a tribute to soldiers' bravery. He also
unveiled the Defence Procurement Manual 2025,
effective November 1, to streamline procurement worth
X1 lakh crore. The manual aims to enhance operational
readiness, promote MSMEs, and ensure transparency.
Key revisions include relaxed liquidated damages and
provisions for indigenisation. These initiatives reflect
India's commitment to strengthening defence
capabilities and fostering self-reliance in military
technology and manufacturing.
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The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), a
globally recognized professional association, will hold its

international mechanical engineering conclave in India
for the first time. The event is set to attract leading
experts, researchers, and industry leaders to discuss
innovations in engineering, sustainability, and advanced
technologies. Hosting this conclave underscores India’s
growing reputation as a hub for engineering talent and
industrial growth. It also offers an opportunity for
collaboration, knowledge exchange, and showcasing
India’s role in the global engineering and manufacturing

ecosystem.
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Trump holds talks with Pakistan’s prime minister amid
warming ties :-

U.S. President Donald Trump, who remains an influential
political figure, held discussions with Pakistan’s prime
minister, signaling improved relations between the two
sides. The talks reportedly focused on regional stability,
trade, and counterterrorism cooperation. This
development suggests a shift in geopolitical alighments
as Pakistan seeks closer ties with Washington. The
meeting has been closely watched in South Asia, where
U.S.—Pakistan relations often influence India’s strategic

calculations, particularly on issues involving Afghanistan,

security cooperation, and regional power dynamics.
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Fest5 International Film Festival 2025 to open in Kolkata
Kolkata will host the Fest5 International Film Festival
2025, with films focusing on pressing global issues such
as climate change, migration, and human rights. The
festival aims to blend art with social awareness, offering
a platform for filmmakers worldwide to present stories
that resonate with contemporary challenges. The event
= L ] ‘ L strengthens Kolkata’s cultural identity as a hub for
: ; cinema and creativity, while also encouraging dialogue
‘ = )y

ASME to host international mechanical engineering the festival contributes to India’s growing prominence in

conclave in India :- the global arts scene.

on critical topics. By drawing international participation,
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Amit Shah Inaugurates Khadi Karigar Mahotsav in
Rohtak :-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the Khadi
Karigar Mahotsav in Rohtak, promoting Khadi as a
symbol of self-reliance. Shah highlighted Khadi's
historical significance during India's freedom struggle
and its revival under PM Modi's leadership. He noted
Khadi's turnover increase and its modernized appeal to
younger generations. The event included resource
distribution to artisans and the launch of new Khadi
units. Shah urged citizens to support Khadi, linking it to
the broader vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Lo A

Piyush Goyal's Visit to Singapore Strengthens Economic
Ties :-

Union Minister Piyush Goyal's visit to Singapore focused
on enhancing bilateral trade and investment. Discussions
with Singapore's leaders emphasized cooperation in
innovation, digital connectivity, and sustainable
development. Goyal highlighted India's economic growth
and reform-driven investment climate. The visit included
meetings with business leaders and a focus on sectors
like manufacturing, infrastructure, and financial services.
The visit reinforced the strategic partnership between

India and Singapore, exploring new avenues for
collaboration.

\
.'

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer to Visit India for
Strategic Talks :-

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer is set to visit India on
October 8-9, 2025, marking his first official visit.
Discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
focus on the India-UK Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, addressing trade, technology, defence, and
climate change. The visit aims to strengthen bilateral ties
and explore opportunities under the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement. Both leaders will also
participate in the Global Fintech Fest, emphasizing the
significance of economic collaboration and innovation.

”

Rajnath Singh to Visit Australia to Enhance Defence
Cooperation :-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will visit Australia to
engage in bilateral talks aimed at strengthening defence
ties. This visit, a significant diplomatic event, coincides
with the fifth anniversary of the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership between India and Australia. Key discussions
will revolve around maritime security, information
sharing, and joint defence exercises. This visit
underscores the growing military cooperation between
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the two democracies, both committed to regional

y

stability and security in the Indo-Pacific region.

Prime Minister to Inaugurate India Mobile Congress
2025 :-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the India
Mobile Congress 2025, Asia's largest tech and telecom
event, in New Delhi. The event aims to showcase India's
leadership in digital transformation, featuring over 1.5
lakh visitors and 400 companies. Key areas of discussion
include emerging technologies like 6G and cybersecurity.
The congress serves as a platform for policymakers and
industry leaders to collaborate on shaping the future of
digital connectivity, underlining India's growing influence
in global digital ecosystems.

/

India-Taliban Diplomatic Thaw: First Taliban Minister
Visits New Delhi :-

In a historic diplomatic move, Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttaqi, Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister, visited India,
marking a significant shift in regional dynamics. This
unprecedented visit, sanctioned by the UN, is the first
since the Taliban's return to power in 2021. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met with Muttaqi, leading
to agreements on development cooperation and

humanitarian aid. The visit signals a potential thaw in
India-Taliban relations and could reshape South Asian

geopolitics amid Pakistan's deteriorating ties with the
Taliban.

India, Central Asian Nations Discuss Regional Security in
Bishkek :-

On October 17, 2025, India and four Central Asian
nations held a key security dialogue in Bishkek, focusing
on terrorism, Afghanistan's stability, and emerging
technologies. Led by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval,
the meeting underscored the need for enhanced
cooperation to combat terrorism and drug trafficking.
Participants agreed to engage more closely with Kabul to
address security concerns and explore connectivity and
economic initiatives crucial for regional stability. The
dialogue also explored collaboration in digital
infrastructure, artificial intelligence, and space
technology, marking a significant step in deepening Indo-
Central Asian ties.
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Bhupender Yadav Advocates Global Unity at G20
Environment Meeting :-

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav called for collective
action at the G20 Climate and Environmental
Sustainability Working Group Ministerial Meeting in
Cape Town. Emphasizing the responsibility of G20
nations, Yadav highlighted India's progress in climate
action, including achieving its non-fossil electric
generation target ahead of schedule. He urged member
countries to address developmental needs of the Global
South and adopt a pragmatic approach to climate
challenges. Yadav's address underscored India's
commitment to sustainable development and its role as
a leader in global environmental efforts.
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Abu Dhabi Global Food Week 2025 :-
Abu Dhabi Global Food Week 2025 commenced at
ADNEC, highlighting Abu Dhabi's role as a hub for
sustainable food innovation. The event, featuring the
Abu Dhabi International Food Exhibition and the
AgriTech Forum, emphasizes climate-smart agriculture
and food security. Key agreements were signed,
including partnerships with Lulu Group. The event
underscores Abu Dhabi's influence in agrifood
innovation, aiming to surpass last year's AED 6.2 billion

in business deals.

PM Modi to Virtually Attend ASEAN-India Summit Amid
Festivities :-

Amid Diwali celebrations, PM Narendra Modi will
virtually join the 47th ASEAN-India Summit in Kuala
Lumpur. Congratulating Malaysian PM Anwar lbrahim on
ASEAN chairmanship, Modi emphasized strengthening
the ASEAN-India partnership. The summit will focus on
regional peace and economic resilience. Modi's
participation underscores India's commitment to
enhancing ties with ASEAN nations, even as festivities

continue at home.
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India Stresses Inclusive Growth at UNCTAD Conference
Union Minister Piyush Goyal represented India at the
UNCTAD session in Geneva, emphasizing sustainable and
inclusive growth. Highlighting India's economic
achievements, he called for adherence to the Paris
Agreement by developed nations. Goyal also focused on
India's digital infrastructure and leadership in renewable
energy, advocating for South-South cooperation and
equitable economic transformation.
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Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal to Visit
Germany for Trade Talks :-

Union Minister Piyush Goyal will visit Germany to
strengthen economic ties, marking the 25th anniversary
of the India-Germany Strategic Partnership. The visit
includes high-level meetings to explore trade and
investment cooperation, focusing on sustainability and
innovation. Goyal will also participate in the Berlin Global
Dialogue, discussing strategies for a sustainable global
trading ecosystem.

P _ e —
US, China Officials Meet in Malaysia for Trade Talks :-
US and Chinese economic officials are meeting in Kuala
Lumpur to prevent further trade war escalation. The
talks follow Trump's tariff threats and China's rare-earth
export controls. The focus is on maintaining the flow of
rare earth magnets essential for high-tech industries. The
outcome is critical for the upcoming Trump-Xi meeting
and global trade dynamics. These negotiations

underscore the complexities of US-China relations,
impacting economic stability and technological
advancements worldwide.

v e

J
% AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BUREAU

India to Host Asia Pacific Accident Investigation Group
Meeting :-

India is set to host the Asia Pacific Accident Investigation
Group meeting for the first time from October 28 to 31,
organized by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. The event will see
participation from approximately 90 accident
investigators from Asia Pacific countries and
representatives from the International Civil Aviation
Organization. The meeting aims to enhance expertise
and strengthen investigation capabilities among accident

and incident investigation authorities in the region.

0y

Vil 1

PM Modi Declares 2026 as ASEAN-India Year of
Maritime Cooperation :-

During the ASEAN-India Summit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi declared 2026 as the 'ASEAN-India Year
of Maritime Cooperation' to enhance collaboration in
maritime security and the blue economy. PM Modi
highlighted India's commitment to ASEAN centrality and
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emphasized the importance of joint efforts in
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and sustainable
economic growth. The summit underscored the shared
cultural and historical ties between India and ASEAN,
with PM Modi reaffirming India's support for ASEAN's
outlook on the Indo-Pacific.

Indian Embassy in Riyadh Hosts Cultural Festival
Celebrating Diaspora :-

The Embassy of India in Riyadh is hosting the third edition
of Pravasi Parichay, a cultural festival showcasing India's
heritage. The week-long event features classical dance,
music, folk art, and culinary traditions, engaging the
Indian diaspora in Saudi Arabia. The festival, launched in
2023, has grown in scope and participation, promoting
cultural exchange and community building. This year's
edition includes a special evening dedicated to Gita
Mahotsav and expanded state-dedicated days,
enhancing the festival's cultural richness.

India and China Conclude 23rd Round of Border Talks :-
India and China successfully held the 23rd round of Corps
Commander-Level border talks to maintain stability
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). The meeting, held
at the Chushul-Moldo border point, was the first since
the Special Representatives Talks in August. Both sides
agreed to continue using military and diplomatic
channels to address issues and sustain peace. This
development follows the India-China Border Patrol
Agreement of October 2024, which has facilitated
improved bilateral relations, including resumed direct

flights and expanded trade ties.

Rajnath Singh to Attend 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus :-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will attend the 12th
ASEAN Defence Ministers” Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) in
Kuala Lumpur on November 1. The meeting will focus on
regional security and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
Singh will also participate in the ASEAN-India Defence
Ministers’ Informal Meeting and hold bilateral
discussions with counterparts from ADMM-Plus
countries. The ADMM-Plus serves as a key platform for
dialogue among ASEAN member states and dialogue
partners, including India, the US, China, and Russia.
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS

1) Which Indian left-arm spinner took 4 wickets to
help India win the 9th Asia Cup cricket title against
Pakistan?

A) Axar Patel

B) Kuldeep Yadav

C) Ravindra Jadeja

D) Washington Sundar

2) What record did India achieve in foodgrain
production for 2024-25?

A) 290 million tonnes

B) 320 million tonnes

C) 353.96 million tonnes

D) 400 million tonnes

3) Which technology milestone did BSNL achieve in
September 2025?

A) First 5G launch in India

B) Fully indigenous 4G stack rollout

C) World's largest undersea cable

D) Satellite-based mobile service

4) What is the primary goal of the 'Sabki Yojana,
Sabka Vikas' campaign starting October 2, 2025?
A) Digital literacy in rural areas

B) Preparation of Panchayat Development Plans

C) Clean energy adoption

D) Women’s empowerment

5) Which of the following is true about World Food
India 2025?

A) Held in Mumbai

B) MoUs worth over X1 lakh crore signed in two days
C) Focus only on dairy sector

D) No international participation

6) Which recently enacted legislation replaces the
colonial-era Indian Ports Act of 1908 to modernize
India's port sector?

A) Major Ports Authority Act, 2021

B) Indian Maritime Act, 2023

C) Indian Ports Act, 2025

D) National Logistics Act, 2024

7) Which country’s Navy Chief visited India in late
September 2025 to enhance bilateral maritime
cooperation?

A) Nigeria

B) Kenya

C) France

D) Australia

8) What is the primary innovation of the new
desalination system developed by lISc scientists?
A) Reverse osmosis membranes

B) Flash distillation

C) Siphon-powered thermal desalination

D) UV purification

9) Who wrote the preface for Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni’s autobiography, 'l Am
Giorgia'?

A) Sonia Gandhi

B) Angela Merkel

C) Narendra Modi

D) Mario Draghi

10) Which country’s pro-EU party won a decisive
parliamentary election victory in September 2025,
boosting its EU accession hopes?

A) Serbia

B) Moldova

C) Georgia

D) Ukraine

11) Which recent trade agreement is projected to
bring $100 billion in FDI and create 1 million jobs in
India over 15 years?

A) India-ASEAN FTA

B) India-EFTA TEPA

C) India-UK CEPA

D) India-US TIFA

12) Who became the first Indian bowler to score a
fifty and take a three-wicket haul in a Women's
World Cup match?

A) Sneh Rana
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B) Amanjot Kaur

C) Deepti Sharma

D) Smriti Mandhana

13) Which Indian Army regiment was presented
the Diamond Jubilee Silver Trumpet and Banner on
its 75th anniversary?

A) Rajput Regiment

B) President’s Bodyguard

C) Parachute Regiment

D) Sikh Regiment

14) Which Indian state is set to become a major
hub for pharma, biotech, and MedTech, as per a
recent MoU with the
Biotechnology?

A) Gujarat

B) Uttar Pradesh

C) Maharashtra

D) Karnataka

15) What is the primary focus of the new dedicated

Department of

ICAR team announced by the Agriculture Minister
in September 2025?

A) Rice research

B) Wheat productivity

C) Sugarcane research

D) Cotton innovation

16) Which mobile application was launched by Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya in October 2025 to empower
Indian youth through technology?

A) MY India App

B) Digital Youth App

C) MY Bharat Mobile Application

D) Youth Empower App

17) Which Cabinet-approved mission aims for
India’s self-reliance in pulses, with a budget of
11,440 crore for 2025-31?

A) National Oilseeds Mission

B) Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses

C) Pulses Export Promotion Scheme

D) Kharif Pulses Initiative

18) What is the revised MSP for wheat for the
2026-27 marketing season as approved by the
Cabinet in October 2025?

A) 2,350 per quintal

B) 2,700 per quintal

C) 2,585 per quintal

D) 2,400 per quintal

19) Which city will host the United Nations Troop
Contributing Countries’ Chiefs Conclave in October
2025?

A) Geneva

B) New Delhi

C) Bangkok

D) Nairobi

20) Which initiative aims to help citizens claim
unclaimed financial assets, launched by the
Finance Minister in October 2025?

A) Jan Dhan Abhiyan

B) Aapki Punji, Aapka Adhikar

C) Digital India Finance Drive

D) Sampatti Sewa

21) Who was among the recipients of the National
Dhanwantari Ayurveda Awards 2025 for
integrating Ayurveda with modern genetic
science?

A) Vaidya Neelakandhan Mooss E.T.

B) Prof. Banwari Lal Gaur

C) Vaidya Bhavana Prasher

D) Dr. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

22) Which Indian Navy vessel played a central role
in the multinational rescue drill during Exercise
Pacific Reach 2025?

A) INS Sindhughosh

B) INS Nistar

C) INS Arihant

D) INS Chakra

23) Who topped the Forbes billionaires list by
becoming the first person to reach a $500 billion
net worth in October 2025?

A) Jeff Bezos
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B) Larry Ellison

C) Elon Musk

D) Bernard Arnault

24) What is the primary focus of the Wildlife Week
2025 theme 'Sewa Parv' launched with the
foundation of Namo Van in Manesar?

A) Digital forestry

B) Ecotourism promotion

C) Service and responsibility towards nature

D) Climate change mitigation

25) Which Indian classical music maestro, known
for Kirana gharana, passed away in October 2025?
A) Pandit Jasraj

B) Pandit Bhimsen Joshi

C) Pandit Chhannulal Mishra

D) Ustad Rashid Khan

26) What major financial milestone did India’s
Khadi sector achieve in 2025, as highlighted by
Amit Shah?

A) 50,000 crore turnover

B) =1.70 lakh crore turnover

C) 90,000 crore turnover

D) 33,000 crore turnover

27) What new initiative will NHAI deploy to
enhance commuter convenience and transparency
on national highways?

A) Biometric Toll Plazas

B) Drone Surveillance

C) QR Code Project Information Sign Boards

D) E-Highway Passes

28) What is the PM-SETU scheme launched in 2025
aimed at?

A) Rural road development

B) Modernising government ITIs

C) Building new medical colleges

D) Promoting organic farming

29) Which health campaign concluded by
benefiting over 6.5 crore women through 18 lakh
health camps in 2025?

A) Ayushman Bharat Abhiyaan

B) Poshan Maah

C) Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan

D) Mission Indradhanush

30) Which country marked 25 years of a strategic
partnership with India in 2025, focusing on sectors
like energy, defense, and space?

A) France

B) United States

C) Russia

D) Japan

31) According to recent data from the Ministry of
Labour and Employment, what was India's
unemployment rate in 2023-24?

A) 6.0%

B) 4.3%

C) 3.2%

D) 5.1%

32) What is the penalty for non-FASTag vehicles
paying toll in cash under the National Highways Fee
(Third Amendment) Rules, 2025?

A) No additional fee

B) 1.25 times the standard fee

C) Double the standard fee

D) Half the standard fee

33) Who was recently named India’s ODI cricket
captain for the tour of Australia in October 2025?
A) Rohit Sharma

B) Virat Kohli

C) Shubman Gill

D) Suryakumar Yadav

34) What was a key highlight of the Kaushal
Deekshant Samaroh addressed by PM Modi in
October 2025?

A) Launch of PM-SETU scheme for ITl upgradation

B) Distribution of free laptops to students

C) Announcement of new IIT campuses

D) Implementation of free bus travel

35) Which major infrastructure project was
reviewed by India’s Railway Minister Ashwini
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Vaishnaw and Japan’s Minister Hiromasa Nakano
in October 2025?

A) Delhi—-Meerut RRTS

B) Mumbai—Ahmedabad Bullet Train

C) Chennai Metro Phase |l

D) Kolkata East-West Metro

36) Which Indian state recently inaugurated its
first ‘Namo Biodiversity Park’ to promote
environmental sustainability and green
infrastructure?

A) Gujarat

B) Rajasthan

C) Maharashtra

D) Karnataka

37) What major electoral reform will be
implemented in Bihar Assembly elections before
November 22, 2025?

A) Abolition of EVMs

B) 100% webcasting at polling stations

C) Online-only voting

D) Introduction of NOTA as a candidate

38) Which Indian Navy ship recently visited
Kemaman, Malaysia, strengthening maritime ties
between the two nations?

A) INS Vikrant

B) INS Sahyadri

C) INS Chennai

D) INS Talwar

39) What recent step did UIDAI take regarding
Aadhaar biometric updates for children aged 7-15
years?

A) Increased charges to X250

B) Introduced online-only updates

C) Waived all update charges for one year

D) Restricted updates to urban areas

40) Which country’s Prime Minister is scheduled to
visit India on October 8-9, 2025, to discuss the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership?

A) Australia

B) United Kingdom

www.shakthiiacademy.com
C) Japan

D) Canada

41) Which Indian minister recently launched UPI
services in Doha, enhancing digital cooperation
with Qatar?

A) Nirmala Sitharaman

B) Piyush Goyal

C) Amit Shah

D) S. Jaishankar

42) Which vessel, recently inducted into the Indian
fleet, marks a milestone in India's maritime self-
reliance?

A) INS Vikrant

B) VLGC Shivalik

C) INS Chakra

D) MV Anandamayi

43) Who won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine for discoveries on peripheral immune
tolerance?

A) Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun

B) Alexander Fleming

C) Mary Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, Shimon Sakaguchi

D) Emmanuelle Charpentier and Jennifer Doudna

44) Which campaign, launched during the 10th
Ayurveda Day, aims to promote preventive
healthcare nationwide?

A) Ayushman Bharat Abhiyan

B) Desh Ka Swasthya Parikshan

C) Fit India Movement

D) Ayurveda Sampada Yatra

45) Which Indian state inaugurated its first
commercial coal mine at Namchik Namphuk in
October 2025?

A) Assam

B) Jharkhand

C) Arunachal Pradesh

D) Odisha

46) Which scheme crossed 5 lakh sanctioned loan
applications in September 2025 to boost rooftop
solar adoption in India?
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A) PM-KUSUM

B) UJALA Scheme

C) PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

D) Saubhagya

47) Who won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physics for
experiments revealing quantum physics in action?
A) Geoffrey Hinton

B) Albert Fert

C) John Clarke, Michel Devoret, and John Martinis

D) Roger Penrose

48) Which Indian defense initiative released in
October 2025 aims to standardize military radio
communications and foster self-reliance?

A) Netra Surveillance System

B) Indian Radio Software Architecture (IRSA) 1.0

C) Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme

D) Operation Sindoor

49) According to a World Bank report in October
2025, which country is expected to remain the
world’s fastest-growing major economy?

A) China

B) India

C) Brazil

D) Indonesia

50) Which Indian city hosted the India Mobile
Congress 2025, Asia’s largest tech and telecom
event?

A) Mumbai

B) Bengaluru

C) New Delhi

D) Hyderabad

51) Which national mission was proposed by NITI
Aayog to make Al accessible for India’s 490 million
informal workers?

A) Mission Shiksha

B) Miission Digital ShramSetu

C) Mission Skill India

D) Mission Al Bharat

52) Who inaugurated the Satcom Summit at India
Mobile Congress 2025, emphasizing India's
leadership in satellite communication?

A) Jitendra Singh

B) V. Narayanan

C) Jyotiraditya Scindia

D) Pawan Goenka

53) Which Indian airport, inaugurated by PM Modi
in October 2025, is the country's largest greenfield
airport project?

A) Kempegowda International Airport

B) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport

C) Navi Mumbai International Airport

D) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport

54) Who were the winners of the 2025 Nobel Prize
in Chemistry for developing metal—organic
frameworks?

A) David Baker, John Jumper, Demis Hassabis

B) Susumu Kitagawa, Richard Robson, Omar Yaghi

C) Harvey Alter, Michael Houghton, Charles Rice

D) Roger Penrose, Reinhard Genzel, Andrea Ghez

55) What is the primary goal of the Tobacco Free
Youth Campaign 3.0 launched by the Indian
government?

A) Promote sports among youth

B) Encourage digital literacy

C) Build a tobacco-free learning environment

D) Expand higher education seats

56) Who recently chaired a high-level meeting to
review the security situation in Jammu and
Kashmir and reaffirmed India's commitment to a
terrorism-free region?

A) Rajnath Singh

B) Narendra Modi

C) Amit Shah

D) Ajit Doval

57) Which two countries held the second Joint
Steering Committee Meeting of their Cultural
Council in Abu Dhabi in October 2025 to enhance
bilateral cultural ties?

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI - 26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448




SHAKTHII ACADEMY

www.shakthiiacademy.com

A) India and Saudi Arabia

B) India and UAE

C) India and Oman

D) India and Qatar

58) Which event did PM Modi address in Mumbai
in October 2025,
transformation into a technologically inclusive
society?

A) Vibrant Gujarat Summit

B) India Mobile Congress

C) Global Fintech Fest

D) Make in India Expo

59) What percentage of global real-time digital

emphasizing India's

transactions does India account for, according to
PM Modi at the Global Fintech Fest 2025?

A) 10%

B) 25%

C) 50%

D) 75%

60) Which country recently tightened rare earth
export restrictions, targeting overseas defence and
semiconductor users?

A) United States

B) Russia

C) China

D) Australia

61) Which organization recently released the
'Roadmap for Job Creation in the Al Economy' to
position India as the global Al workforce capital?
A) Ministry of Labour and Employment

B) NASSCOM

C) NITI Aayog

D) Ministry of Electronics and IT

62) Which Indian institute participated in the first-
ever direct imaging of two black holes orbiting each
other in quasar 0J287?

A) IISc Bangalore

B) ARIES, Nainital

C) ISRO, Bengaluru

D) IUCAA, Pune

63) What major bilateral initiative was launched by
India and the UK to advance next-generation
digital technologies?

A) Indo-UK Digital Alliance

B) India-UK Connectivity and Innovation Centre

C) Bharat-Britain Al Hub

D) India-UK Cybersecurity Mission

64) Which Indian parliamentary leader visited
Barbados for the 68th
Parliamentary Conference in 2025?

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi

B) Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

C) Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

D) Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman

65) Which app, upgraded on World Mental Health
Day 2025, now features an Al chatbot and

Commonwealth

accessibility for visually impaired users?

A) Aarogya Setu

B) Tele MANAS

C) eSanjeevani

D) Ayushman App

66) Which two new schemes did PM Modi launch

in October 2025 to promote self-reliance and

welfare of Indian farmers?

A) PM Fasal Bima Yojana and Kisan Credit Card

B) PM Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and Pulse Self-
Reliance Mission

C) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana and PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi

D) Soil Health Card and E-NAM

67) Which major international trade agreement,

effective from October 2025, aims to bring $100

billion FDI and one million jobs to India?

A) India—ASEAN Free Trade Agreement

B) India—EU Comprehensive Economic Partnership

C) India—EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA)

D) India—UK Trade and Investment Treaty
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68) Who was recently appointed as the youngest-

ever United States Ambassador to India, marking a

new chapter in US-India relations?

A) Michael J. Rigas

B) Sergio Gor

C) Steven Cheung

D) Steve Witkoff

69) India won how much medals at the World Para

Athletics Championships 2025?

A) 10

B) 50

C) 22

D) 80

70) What is the focus of the NITI Aayog’s 'Roadmap

for Job Creation in the Al Economy' released in

October 2025?

A) Reducing unemployment through traditional
manufacturing

B) Establishing Al as a foundational skill and creating 4
million Al-enabled jobs

C) Promoting agricultural employment in rural areas

D) Developing only hardware manufacturing jobs

71) Which four countries are part of the European

Free Trade Association (EFTA) that recently signed

the TEPA agreement with India?

A) France, Germany, Spain, Italy

B) Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway

C) Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein

D) Portugal, Belgium, Austria, Netherlands

72) Which Indian government initiative aims to

modernize school administrative processes by

urging adoption of UPI for fee payments?

A) Swachh Vidyalaya

B) Digital India School

C) Ministry of Education's UPI push

D) National Literacy Mission

73) What major sports achievement did Australia

secure against India in the ICC Women’s World Cup

in October 2025?

A) Lowest team total

B) Biggest successful chase in tournament history

C) First ever tie

D) Hat-trick by a bowler

74) Which Indian Minister attended the 2025
International Ranger Awards ceremony,
highlighting the sacrifices of forest rangers?

A) Rajnath Singh

B) S.Jaishankar

C) Kirti Vardhan Singh

D) Nitin Gadkari

75) What did the India Mobile Congress 2025
highlight as a key theme for India’s technological
future?

A) Blockchain only

B) 5G and Satcom for universal connectivity

C) Cryptocurrency adoption

D) Import dependence

76) Which newly launched aviation scheme offers
fixed airfares regardless of booking date for select
routes in India?

A) Udaan Flexi Fare

B) Flight Saver

C) Fare Se Fursat

D) Aero Connect

77) Who received the 2025 Nobel Prize in
Economics for research on innovation and 'creative
destruction'?

A) Paul Krugman

B) Ben Bernanke

C) Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt

D) Daron Acemoglu

78) Which Indian government initiative recently
celebrated its four-year anniversary and is credited
with reducing logistics costs?

A) Sagarmala

B) PM Gati Shakti

C) Bharatmala Pariyojana

D) Digital India
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79) Which ministry launched the CPR Awareness

Week 2025 to promote lifesaving skills among

citizens?

A) Ministry of Education

B) Ministry of Youth Affairs

C) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

D) Ministry of Home Affairs

80) What was the main focus of the three Global Al

Impact Challenges announced by the Government

of India in October 2025?

A) Alin entertainment

B) Al for social and economic impact

C) Alfor gaming

D) Alin fashion

81) What is the main objective of the newly

launched District Collectors’ Peyjal Samvad under

the Jal Jeevan Mission?

A) To increase urban water supply

B) To institutionalize district-led water governance and
sustainability

C) To privatize rural water supply schemes

D) To provide free electricity to water plants

82) Which city will host Google’s first gigawatt-

scale Al Hub in India, representing its largest

investment in the country to date?

A) Bengaluru

B) Hyderabad

C) Visakhapatnam

D) Chennai

83) What action did the Commission for Air Quality

Management (CAQM) take after Delhi’s AQl

reached the 'Poor' category on October 14, 2025?

A) Imposed a citywide lockdown

B) Activated Stage-l of the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP)

C) Banned all vehicular movement

D) Declared a public holiday

84) Which defense book released by Rajnath Singh

in October 2025 focuses on preparing India’s

Armed Forces for future warfare?

A) India's Military Might

B) Defence Dynamics 2025

C) Ready, Relevant and Resurgent Il

D) Guardians of the Nation

85) India and which country launched their first-

ever bilateral naval exercise at Busan Naval Base in

October 2025?

A) Japan

B) South Korea

C) Vietnam

D) Australia

86) Which Indian city has been recommended as

the host for the 2030 centenary edition of the

Commonwealth Games?

A) Delhi

B) Ahmedabad

C) Mumbai

D) Chennai

87) What recent technological achievement did

the Indian Armed Forces demonstrate with the

MCPS?

A) Hypersonic missile test

B) Indigenous drone swarm deployment

C) High-altitude combat freefall jump using indigenous
parachute system

D) Al-based battlefield management system

88) Which Indian defence equipment procurement

highlights the government's focus on self-reliance

under 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'?

A) Buy of French Rafale fighters

B) Procurement of advanced Night Sight systems for
assault rifles

C) Acquisition of US Apache helicopters

D) Import of Russian S-400 systems

89) Which bilateral naval exercise began its 5th

edition in Visakhapatnam in October 2025?

A) MALABAR (India-US-Japan-Australia)

B) Varuna (India-France)

C) Samudra Shakti (India-Indonesia)

D) SLINEX (India-Sri Lanka)
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90) Which city is set to witness its first artificial rain

through cloud seeding to combat air pollution?

A) Mumbai

B) Kolkata

C) Delhi

D) Hyderabad

91) What is the primary objective of UIDAI's newly

launched SITAA initiative?

A) To provide free Aadhaar enrollment

B) To promote digital literacy in rural India

C) To counter deepfakes and enhance Aadhaar
authentication security

D) To expand Aadhaar-linked subsidy benefits

92) What milestone did the National Security

Guard (NSG) celebrate on October 16, 2025?

A) Golden Jubilee

B) Silver Jubilee

C) Raising Day

D) Platinum Jubilee

93) Which scheme is set to celebrate its 25th

anniversary in December 2025 for transforming

rural connectivity?

A) BharatNet

B) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)

C) PM Awas Yojana

D) Smart Cities Mission

94) Which Indian state is set to host the fifth

edition of Khelo India University Games in 2025?

A) Karnataka

B) Rajasthan

C) Odisha

D) Gujarat

95) What landmark did India achieve in the UN

Global Geospatial Information Management for

Asia-Pacific in September 2025?

A) Elected as President

B) Elected as Co-Chair

C) Won a geospatial innovation award

D) Hosted the annual summit

96) Who recently became the first Indian female in
17 years to be assured of a medal at the BWF World
Junior Championships?

A) Unnati Hooda

B) Aparna Popat

C) TanviSharma

D) Saina Nehwal

97) Which Indian cricketer set the record for the
fastest century in women’s T20 cricket by scoring
100 in just 34 balls?

A) Harmanpreet Kaur

B) Smriti Mandhana

C) Kiran Navgire

D) Deandra Dottin

98) The Indian Navy’s induction of which vessel
marks the 11th addition to its ACTCM Barge fleet in
2025?

A) INS Vikrant

B) LSAM 25

C) INS Arihant

D) INS Kolkata

99) In 2025, India and which international
organization celebrated 80 years of partnership on
World Food Day?

A) UNESCO

B) WHO

C) FAO

D) UNICEF

100) Who inaugurated new production lines for
Tejas Mk1A and HTT-40 at HAL Nashik in October
2025?

A) Narendra Modi

B) Ajay Bhatt

C) Rajnath Singh

D) Sanjay Jaju

101) Which city in India saw the inauguration of a
Titanium and Superalloy Materials Plant in October
2025 to boost self-reliance in defense production?
A) Hyderabad

B) Lucknow
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C) Bengaluru

D) Chennai

102) Who became the first Indian woman
compound archer to win a medal at the Archery
World Cup Final?

A) Deepika Kumari

B) Madhura Dhamangaonkar

C) lJyothi Surekha Vennam

D) Priya Mohan

103) Which Indian state hosts the new BrahMos
missile Integration and Testing Facility inaugurated
in October 2025?
A) Andhra Pradesh
B) Tamil Nadu

C) Uttar Pradesh

D) Maharashtra
104) India’s  first
antibiotic, Nafithromycin, is particularly effective

indigenously  developed

against which type of infections?

A) Tuberculosis

B) Resistant respiratory infections

C) Malaria

D) Skin infections

105) Which Indian official led a delegation to

Russia in October 2025 to bring back the holy relics

of Lord Buddha?

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi

B) Union Minister Amit Shah

C) Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha

D) Minister of Culture G. Kishan Reddy

106) What is the name of the sixth Anti-Submarine

Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC) launched

by the Indian Navy at Cochin Shipyard in October

2025?

A) Magdala

B) Vikrant

C) Varsha

D) Vikramaditya

107) Which observation did ISRO’s Chandrayaan-2
make for the first time regarding the Moon’s
exosphere in May 2024?

A) Discovery of water ice

B) Detection of Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) impact

C) First lunar seismic activity

D) Measurement of lunar magnetic field

108) Who clinched his maiden MotoGP victory for
Trackhouse Racing at the Australian Grand Prix in
October 2025?

A) Marco Bezzecchi

B) Fabio Quartararo

C) Raul Fernandez

D) Pedro Acosta

109) What did the Ministry of Law and Justice
amend in October 2025 to increase access to legal
services in four Indian states?

A) Legal Aid Act

B) Notaries Rules

C) Advocates Act

D) Judicial Services Rules

110) Which Indian company partnered with the
WHO to invite Al healthcare abstracts for a Global
South Casebook at the 2026 Summit?

A) NITI Aayog
B) IndiaAl Mission
C) ICMR

D) Ayushman Bharat

111) Which Indian-origin prodigy recently became
the youngest to defeat a former World Chess
Champion in an international tournament?

A) R Praggnanandhaa

B) Divya Deshmukh

C) Bodhana Sivanandan

D) Nihal Sarin

112) According to PM Modi, how many Indian
districts are now declared free from Maoist
influence as of October 2025?

A) Around 11

B) Over 100
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C) 35

D) 75

113) Which city set a new Guinness World Record

by lighting over 26 lakh diyas during Deepotsav

2025?

A) Varanasi

B) Ahmedabad

C) Ayodhya

D) lJaipur

114) Which Indian Navy vessel did PM Modi visit

during his Diwali celebrations in October 2025?

A) INS Vikramaditya

B) INS Arihant

C) INS Vikrant

D) INS Kolkata

115) Which new technology showed early promise

in protecting against malaria, as reported in

October 2025?

A) RNA vaccines

B) Gene editing therapy

C) Monoclonal antibody MAMO1

D) Traditional herbal medicines

116) What is the main objective of the 12-point

proposal being prepared by European nations and

Ukraine to end Russia’s war?

A) Ceding more Ukrainian territory to Russia

B) Establishing new battle lines in Russia

C) Ceasefire along current battle lines and security
guarantees for Ukraine

D) Immediate accession of Ukraine into NATO

117) What percentage of C-Vigil complaints in the

Bihar Assembly Polls 2025 were resolved within

100 minutes?

A) 50%

B) 67%

C) 94%

D) 100%

118) Which South American leader did Prime

Minister Modi congratulate on winning the

presidential election in October 2025?

A) Luis Arce

B) Gabriel Boric

C) Rodrigo Paz Pereira

D) Jorge Quiroga

119) Which core industry registered the highest
year-on-year growth in India’s Index of Eight Core
Industries for September 2025?

A) Fertilizer

B) Cement

C) Steel

D) Electricity

120) Which Indian railway station has been
converted into North India's first fully women-
operated station?

A) VaranasiJunction

B) Lucknow City Station

C) New Delhi Railway Station

D) Jaipur Junction

121) According to the Global Forest Resources
Assessment 2025, what is India’s current global
rank in total forest area?

A) 6th

B) 10th

C) 9th

D) 3rd

122) Which Indian naval ship participated in the
Japan-India Maritime Exercise (JAIMEX-25) in
October 2025?

A) INS Vikrant

B) INS Shivalik

C) INS Sahyadri

D) INS Kolkata

123) Who was conferred the honorary rank of
Lieutenant Colonel in the Territorial Army in
October 2025?

A) PV Sindhu

B) Neeraj Chopra

C) Ravi Dahiya

D) Abhinav Bindra
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124) What is the primary focus of India’s SOAR
programme launched in July 2025?

A) Promoting organic farming

B) Boosting renewable energy

C) Integrating Al education in schools

D) Expanding rural healthcare

125) The Ministry of Railways operated how many
special trains for Chhath Puja rush in October
2025?

A) 500

B) 1,500

C) 5,000

D) 10,000

126) What is a key feature of the recently launched
Defence Procurement Manual (DPM) 2025?

A) Mandatory foreign sourcing

B) Increased liquidated damages for delays

C) Assured orders for indigenisation initiatives

D) Discontinuation of MSME participation

127) Who has been declared the Chief Ministerial
face of the Mahagathbandhan for the upcoming
Bihar Assembly elections?

A) Ashok Gehlot

B) Nitish Kumar

C) TejashwiYadav

D) Mukesh Sahani

128) Which two Russian oil companies were
recently sanctioned by the United States, causing a
surge in global oil prices?

A) Gazprom and Novatek

B) Rosneft and Lukoil

C) Tatneft and Bashneft

D) Surgutneftegas and Slavneft

129) Which country did India recently hold a Joint
Working Group meeting with to strengthen
defence cooperation?

A) France

B) Armenia

C) Bangladesh

D) Japan

130) Under the Banking Laws (Amendment) Act,
2025, what new nomination facility will depositors
have from November 1, 2025?

A) Unlimited nominees for all accounts

B) No nomination required

C) Up to four nominees with defined shares

D) Only joint nomination with spouse

131) Which force celebrated its 64th Raising Day
on October 24, 2025, receiving praise for its
courage in guarding India’s Himalayan borders?

A) Border Security Force (BSF)

B) Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

C) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

D) Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)

132) What milestone did India’s foreign exchange
reserves achieve in October 2025?

A) Surpassed $500 billion

B). Fell below $600 billion

C) Crossed $702 billion

D) Reached $800 billion

133) Which two indigenously-built Fast Patrol
Vessels were launched by the Indian Coast Guard
in October 2025?

A) Vikram and Veer

B) Ajit and Aparajit

C) Saryu and Sumitra

D) Sujata and Sunayna

134) Which indigenous anti-submarine vessel was
inducted by the Indian Navy in October 2025?

A) INS Kiltan

B) Mahe

C) INS Kamorta

D) INS Kadmatt

135) Which government scheme, with a 1,500
crore outlay, was launched to promote extraction
of critical minerals from recycled sources?

A) National E-Waste Management Scheme

B) National Mining Incentive Scheme

C) Critical Mineral Recycling Incentive Scheme

D) Rare Earth Development Mission
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136) By what year does the Indian government aim

to achieve a 'Naxal-Free India' as per the latest

strategy?

A) 2024

B) 2025

C) 2026

D) 2030

137) How many operational AIIMS institutions

exist in India as of October 2025, as highlighted at

AlIMS New Delhi’s 50th Convocation?

A) 1

B) 8

C) 15

D) 23

138) Which Indian festival, celebrated for its

devotion to the Sun god and nature, began with

'Nahay Khaay' on October 25, 2025?

A) Makar Sankranti

B) Chhath Puja

C) Vaisakhi

D) Lohri

139) Which major international treaty aimed at

combating global cybercrime was recently signed

in Hanoi?

A) Budapest Convention

B) U.N. Cybercrime Convention

C) Geneva Cyber Agreement

D) ASEAN Cybersecurity Pact

140) Which Indian airport's Terminal 2 was

inaugurated as a 'future-ready' facility in October

2025?

A) Chennai International Airport

B) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport,
Mumbai

C) Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi

D) Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru

141) Which year has been declared as the ‘ASEAN-

India Year of Maritime Cooperation’ by PM Modi?

A) 2024

B) 2025

www.shakthiiacademy.com
C) 2026
D) 2030
142) Which Indian government mission has
provided tap water to over 15.72 crore rural
households as of October 2025?
A) Swachh Bharat Mission
B) JalJeevan Mission
C) Namami Gange Mission
D) Atal Bhujal Yojana
143) Which initiative aims to transform India’s
maritime sector with a vision for 2047?
A) Blue Revolution 2050
B) Maritime India Vision 2030
C) Sagarmala 2025
D) Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047
144) Which country became the 11th member of
ASEAN in October 2025?
A) Laos
B) Myanmar
C) East Timor (Timor-Leste)
D) Papua New Guinea
145) Which Indian athlete won gold in the
women’s 100m hurdles at the 2025 South Asian
Athletics Championships?
A) Sanjana Singh
B) Nandhini K
C) Moumita Mondal
D) Neeru Pathak
146) Which Indian Navy vessel, set to
commissioned in November 2025, is the first of its
class to have dedicated accommodation for
women personnel?
A) INS Vikrant
B) Sandhayak
C) Ilkshak
D) Nirdeshak
147) Which scheme did the Indian government use
to approve seven projects worth 5,532 crore in
October 2025 to boost domestic electronics
component manufacturing?
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A) Make in India

B) Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme
(ECMS)

C) Semiconductor Mission

D) Digital India

148) Which major infrastructure event did PM

Modi inaugurate in Mumbai in October 2025 to

promote maritime transformation?

A) Maritime India Summit

B) Global Maritime CEO Forum at India Maritime Week

C) Sagarmala Project Launch

D) Blue Economy Expo

149) Which summit in October 2025 brought

together over 15,000 urban leaders in Dubai,

focusing on wurban innovation and climate
resilience?

A) G20 Urban Summit

B) Asia Pacific Cities Summit

C) World Urban Forum

D) Global Mayors’ Conference

150) Who inaugurated new Deep Sea Fishing
Vessels under the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana in October 2025, emphasizing
cooperative fisheries?

A) Narendra Modi

B) Rajnath Singh

C) Amit Shah

D) Nitin Gadkari

ANSWERS

1) Correct Answer: B

Kuldeep Yadav claimed 4 wickets for 30 runs in the Asia
Cup final on September 29, 2025. His performance
dismantled Pakistan’s batting, leading to India’s five-
wicket victory. This match underscored Kuldeep's match-
winning abilities and contributed to India's dominance in
Asian cricket.

2) Correct Answer: C

India set a record with 353.96 million tonnes of foodgrain
production in 2024-25. This achievement strengthens
food security and supports agricultural prosperity. It
reflects successful government interventions and
improved storage infrastructure, ensuring stable food
supplies for India’s large population.

3) Correct Answer: B

BSNL launched India’s fully indigenous 4G stack and over
97,500 towers on its 25th anniversary. This achievement,
highlighted by PM Modi, marks a significant step in
India's journey toward self-reliance in telecom
technology and enhances rural connectivity.

4) Correct Answer: B

The Ministry of Panchayati Raj will launch 'Sabki Yojana,
Sabka Vikas' on October 2, 2025, for evidence-based
preparation of Panchayat Development Plans (PDPs).

This participatory planning strengthens grassroots
democracy and ensures local priorities are addressed
nationwide.

5) Correct Answer: B

World Food India 2025, held at Bharat Mandapam, saw
investments exceeding X1 lakh crore in the first two days.
The event featured global partnerships and discussions
on sustainability, positioning India as a future global food
basket.

6) Correct Answer: C

The Indian Ports Act, 2025, replaces the earlier 1908 law.
It aims to boost efficiency, sustainability, and
cooperative federalism in India's port sector. The Act
introduces digitalization and environmental safeguards.
This reform is vital for India's aspiration to become a
global maritime leader and support Viksit Bharat by
2047.

7) Correct Answer: B

Major General Paul Owuor Otieno, Commander of the
Kenya Navy, visited India from September 28 to October
2, 2025. The visit aimed to strengthen India-Kenya naval
ties and included discussions on joint training and
maritime  collaboration. This reinforces India's
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partnerships in the Indian Ocean Region, vital for
regional security.

8) Correct Answer: C

[ISc researchers have created a siphon-powered thermal
desalination system. This system uses fabric wicks and
grooved metal surfaces for efficient salt removal and
water evaporation. It can produce over six liters of
potable water per square meter per hour. The
breakthrough supports affordable water access for
coastal and off-grid areas.

9) Correct Answer: C

Prime Minister Narendra Modi contributed the preface
to the Indian edition of Giorgia Meloni’s autobiography.
This gesture highlights the strong diplomatic and
personal ties between India and Italy. Such acts
symbolize growing cooperation and mutual respect
among global leaders, furthering bilateral relations.

10) Correct Answer: B

Moldova’s pro-European Party of Action and Solidarity
(PAS) secured a resounding win in September 2025. The
result strengthens Moldova’s bid to join the EU and resist
Russian influence. This development is significant for
regional stability and the country's democratic future.
11) Correct Answer: B

The India-European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) took effect
on October 1, 2025. This is India's most ambitious FTA to
date, with binding commitments of $100 billion FDI and
1 million jobs over 15 years. TEPA strengthens India's
economic ties with Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and
Liechtenstein. This pact is significant for job creation,
investment, and enhancing India's global
competitiveness.

12) Correct Answer: C

Deepti Sharma achieved this milestone during India's
opening win over Sri Lanka in the ICC Women’s ODI
World Cup 2025. She scored 53 runs and took 3 wickets
for 54 runs. Deepti's all-round performance was pivotal
in India's 59-run victory. Her record highlights the
growing strength of Indian women's cricket
internationally.

13) Correct Answer: B

President Droupadi Murmu presented the honour to the
President’s Bodyguard (PBG) at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
PBG was designated in 1950 and is the oldest regiment
in the Indian Army. This recognition celebrates the
regiment's 75 years of distinguished service. The PBG’s
legacy reflects India's rich military traditions.

14) Correct Answer: B

Uttar Pradesh signed an MoU with the Department of
Biotechnology and BIRAC in September 2025. The
collaboration aims to foster innovation, startups, and
investment in pharma, biotech, and MedTech. Major
projects include Biotech Park in Lucknow and Medical
Device Park in Greater Noida. The initiative strengthens
India’s bioeconomy and affordable healthcare
ecosystem.

15) Correct Answer: C

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
announced a separate ICAR team for sugarcane research.
The team will address issues like disease resistance,
mechanization, and farmer-centric value addition. This
move responds to challenges faced by sugarcane farmers
and the industry. Focused research aims to enhance
productivity and improve farmers' incomes.

16) Correct Answer: C

The MY Bharat Mobile Application was launched by Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya in October 2025. It is part of the
Government's initiative to engage youth in volunteering,
internships, and leadership. Developed by the Digital
India Corporation, it integrates with Common Services
Centres to reach rural youth. This app is significant for
nation-building and digital empowerment of India's
young population.

17) Correct Answer: B

The Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses was approved
by the Cabinet on October 1, 2025. It allocates 11,440
crore for 2025-31 to boost domestic production and
reduce imports. The mission focuses on improved seeds,
area expansion, and assured procurement. Achieving
self-sufficiency in pulses will strengthen food security
and farmer incomes.

18) Correct Answer: C
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The Cabinet fixed the MSP for wheat at 2,585 per
quintal for 2026—-27. This decision, taken on October 1,
2025, ensures remunerative prices for farmers. The hike
aligns with the policy of setting MSP at least 1.5 times the
cost of production. This will incentivize wheat cultivation
and support rural livelihoods.

19) Correct Answer: B

New Delhi will host the UNTCC Chiefs Conclave from
October 14-16, 2025. The event brings together senior
military leaders from over 30 nations. It aims to
strengthen  cooperation and showcase India's
peacekeeping experience. Hosting this conclave
underlines India’s leadership in UN peace operations.
20) Correct Answer: B

The awareness campaign ‘Aapki Punji, Aapka Adhikar’
was launched on October 4, 2025. It focuses on
unclaimed financial assets like deposits and insurance.
The drive involves the RBI, IRDAI, SEBI, and IEPFA. Such
campaigns promote financial inclusion and ensure
rightful claims for all citizens.

21) Correct Answer: C

Vaidya Bhavana Prasher received the 2025 award for her
pioneering work in Ayurgenomics. She integrated
Ayurveda with genetic science for personalized
healthcare. Her research bridges traditional knowledge
and modern technology. This highlights India’s
leadership in medical innovation and holistic health.

22) Correct Answer: B

INS Nistar was pivotal in the multinational rescue drill at
XPR-25. The exercise marked India's first DSRV
deployment outside the Indian Ocean Region. The
successful operations demonstrated India's growing
global submarine rescue capability. It boosts India's
reputation in maritime safety and international
cooperation.

23) Correct Answer: C

Elon Musk became the first individual to reach a $500
billion net worth in October 2025. His wealth is tied to
Tesla, SpaceX, and xAl’s valuation surge. Musk’s financial
achievements reflect the influence of technology
entrepreneurs. This milestone highlights the global
impact of innovation-driven wealth.

24) Correct Answer: C

Wildlife Week 2025’s theme 'Sewa Parv' emphasizes
service and responsibility towards nature. The
foundation stone for Namo Van was laid in Manesar. This
campaign promotes ecological balance and citizen
involvement in conservation. It reflects India's
commitment to biodiversity and environmental
stewardship.

25) Correct Answer: C

Pandit Chhannulal Mishra, a Padma Bhushan awardee,
passed away on October 2, 2025. He was renowned for
his command over the Kirana gharana and classical music
outreach. His contributions enriched Indian art and
culture globally. His passing marks the end of an
illustrious era in Hindustani music.

26) Correct Answer: B

Khadi’s turnover rose to X1.70 lakh crore in 2025, up
from 33,000 crore in 2014-15. This reflects renewed
government focus on self-reliance and Swadeshi,
generating large-scale employment. The milestone
marks Khadi’s transformation into a modern,
economically significant rural industry vital for
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

27) Correct Answer: C

NHAI announced QR code-enabled Project Information
Sign Boards for national highways. These will provide
commuters with real-time project, safety, and facility
information. The measure increases transparency and
empowers travelers, supporting safer and smarter
highway journeys in India.

28) Correct Answer: B

PM-SETU (Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability
Transformation through Upgraded ITls) aims to
modernise 1,000 government ITls. Launched with a
X60,000 crore investment, it focuses on advanced
training and infrastructure. The scheme is crucial for
India’s youth skill development and employability.

29) Correct Answer: C

The Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan ended with
over 18 lakh health camps, reaching more than 6.5 crore
women. This nationwide campaign focused on
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preventive, promotive, and curative care, marking a
milestone in India’s women and child health outreach.
30) Correct Answer: C

India and Russia celebrated 25 years of their strategic
partnership in October 2025. Signed in 2000, this
partnership spans nuclear energy, defense, space, and
science. The anniversary underscores deep bilateral
cooperation and growing trade, including a targeted
$100 billion by 2030.

31) Correct Answer: C

The unemployment rate fell to 3.2% in 2023-24. This
reflects a significant drop from 6% in 2017-18, as
reported in October 2025. The data comes from the
Periodic Labour Force Survey. This improvement
highlights India's progress in job creation, crucial for
social stability and economic growth.

32) Correct Answer: C

Non-FASTag vehicles paying in cash will be charged
double the standard user fee. The amendment, effective
November 15, 2025, aims to encourage digital payments
and transparency. This policy is part of India's push for
digitalization in toll collection. It is significant for
reducing congestion and promoting efficient highway
management.

33) Correct Answer: C

Shubman Gill was appointed India's ODI captain for the
Australia tour. Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli are in the
squad but only play the 50-over format now. This marks
a generational shift in Indian cricket leadership.
Leadership change is pivotal for team strategy and future
planning.

34) Correct Answer: A

The PM-SETU scheme was launched to upgrade 1,000
ITls. This aligns with the government's focus on skilling
and employability for youth. With a Rs 60,000 crore
investment, it connects ITls to industry needs. This is vital
for India's demographic dividend and industrial
development.

35) Correct Answer: B

The Mumbai—Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project was jointly
reviewed. This is India's first high-speed rail corridor,
highlighting Indo-Japanese cooperation. Significant

progress includes viaduct, station, and tunnel
construction. The project is key for modernizing
transport and bilateral ties.

36) Correct Answer: B

Rajasthan’s first ‘Namo Biodiversity Park’ was
inaugurated in Alwar on October 5, 2025. The initiative
aims to enhance local greenery, air quality, and
environmental awareness. The park is envisioned as a
model for urban green projects. It supports India’s
climate action goals and the broader ‘Green India’ vision.
37) Correct Answer: B

100% webcasting at all polling stations is a major reform
for the upcoming Bihar polls. This measure, announced
by CEC Gyanesh Kumar, enhances transparency and
monitoring. It helps ensure free and fair elections. Bihar’s
example may influence future electoral practices across
India.

38) Correct Answer: B

INS Sahyadri, an indigenously built stealth frigate, visited
Kemaman, Malaysia, in October 2025. The visit aimed to
deepen operational interoperability and maritime
cooperation. It reflects India’s growing strategic role in
the Indo-Pacific. Such visits reinforce regional security
and bilateral naval ties.

39) Correct Answer: C

UIDAI announced a complete waiver of charges for
Aadhaar Mandatory Biometric Updates (MBU-1) for
children aged 7-15, effective October 1, 2025. Nearly six
crore children will benefit from this move. Free updates
ensure easier access to Aadhaar-linked services. The step
promotes digital inclusion and social welfare.

40) Correct Answer: B

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer will visit India on October
8-9, 2025. The agenda includes reviewing the India-UK
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and future
economic agreements. Both leaders will attend the
Global Fintech Fest in Mumbai. The visit aims to
strengthen bilateral ties in key sectors.

41) Correct Answer: B

Union Minister Piyush Goyal launched India’s Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) in Doha on October 6, 2025.
This initiative strengthens digital and financial ties
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between India and Qatar. UPI now represents about 85%
of India’s digital payments and nearly half of global digital
transactions. Its expansion abroad underlines India’s
leadership in fintech and promotes seamless cross-
border transactions.

42) Correct Answer: B

VLGC Shivalik, India's third Very Large Gas Carrier, was
inducted at Visakhapatnam Port in October 2025. The
ship enhances India's energy transport and maritime
capacity. Built in South Korea and operated by SCI, it
symbolizes the government’s push for Atmanirbharta
(self-reliance) and aligns with the Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision 2047. This strengthens India’s role in global
maritime trade.

43) Correct Answer: C

Mary Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell, and Shimon Sakaguchi
received the 2025 Nobel Medicine Prize for their work on
peripheral immune tolerance. Their discoveries laid the
foundation for new research fields and therapies for
cancer and autoimmune diseases. The Nobel Prizes,
awarded since 1901, are among the highest honors in
science. Their work advances global medical science and
treatment strategies.

44) Correct Answer: B

‘Desh Ka Swasthya Parikshan’ was launched by the
Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences during
the 10th Ayurveda Day. The campaign integrates
Ayurveda with digital health assessment tools and
promotes preventive healthcare. It aims to empower
citizens with scientific, easy-to-use health practices. This
initiative supports holistic wellness and a healthier
Bharat.

45) Correct Answer: C

Arunachal Pradesh inaugurated its first commercial coal
mine at Namchik Namphuk in Changlang district in
October 2025. This marks the state’s entry into
commercial coal mining and aligns with India’s energy
security and regional development goals. The project is
expected to boost local employment and state revenue.
It advances India's Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision in the
energy sector.

46) Correct Answer: C

The PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana surpassed 5 lakh
loan applications in September 2025. This scheme
promotes rooftop solar installations for households.
Loans are offered without collateral and processed
digitally for efficiency. It accelerates India's renewable
energy goals and energy self-reliance.

47) Correct Answer: C

John Clarke, Michel Devoret, and John Martinis won the
2025 Nobel Prize in Physics. Their work demonstrated
quantum mechanics at a macroscopic scale. Their
discoveries underpin technologies like quantum
computing and sensors. This award highlights advances
driving the next generation of quantum technology.

48) Correct Answer: B

The Indian Radio Software Architecture (IRSA) 1.0 was
launched in October 2025. It standardizes Software
Defined Radios (SDRs) for the Indian Armed Forces. IRSA
enhances interoperability and supports India's
Atmanirbharta mission. It sets a foundation for
indigenous and exportable defense communication
technologies.

49) Correct Answer: B

The World Bank projected India as the fastest-growing
major economy in 2025-26. Key drivers include strong
consumption, agriculture, and reforms. The growth
forecast was revised up to 6.5%. This underscores India's
increasing global economic significance and resilience.
50) Correct Answer: C

India Mobile Congress 2025 was held at Yashobhoomi,
New Delhi. The event showcased innovations in 5G/6G,
Al, and digital transformation. It attracted delegates
from over 150 countries. This highlights India's
leadership in global digital and telecom ecosystems.

51) Correct Answer: B

Mission Digital ShramSetu, proposed by NITI Aayog,
focuses on empowering 490 million informal workers in
India. It aims to leverage Al, blockchain, and emerging
technologies for inclusive development. The initiative
addresses challenges like financial insecurity and lack of
skills. This is crucial for India’s economic growth and
achieving the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision.

52) Correct Answer: C
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Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia inaugurated the
Satcom Summit at IMC 2025, focusing on 'Space
Networks for Universal Connectivity.! He highlighted
policy reforms and India's rapid 5G rollout. The summit
marks India's ambition to be a global leader in satellite
communications. This supports digital inclusion and
economic growth across remote regions.

53) Correct Answer: C

Navi Mumbai International Airport was inaugurated by
PM Modi as India’s largest greenfield airport. It features
state-of-the-art facilities, sustainability measures, and
smart digital infrastructure. The airport will ease
congestion in Mumbai and enhance logistics. This boosts
India's global connectivity and economic development.
54) Correct Answer: B

Susumu Kitagawa, Richard Robson, and Omar Yaghi won
the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. They were awarded
for developing metal-organic frameworks (MOFs). MOFs
offer new opportunities in chemistry to solve modern
challenges. This achievement is globally significant for
materials science and industry.

55) Correct Answer: C

Tobacco Free Youth Campaign 3.0 aims to build a
tobacco-free learning environment. Launched by the
Ministries of Education and Health, it targets youth
health and wellness. The campaign includes awareness,
enforcement, and engagement activities. It supports
India’s vision of a healthy, empowered generation for
Viksit Bharat 2047.

56) Correct Answer: C

Union Home Minister Amit Shah chaired the meeting on
October 9, 2025. He praised the efforts of security
agencies in nearly dismantling terrorist networks in J The
context was recent terror incidents and upcoming winter
infiltration risks. This meeting underscores the
government's unwavering resolve for lasting peace in the
region, a vital issue for national security.

57) Correct Answer: B

India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) held the
meeting in Abu Dhabi on October 9, 2025. The session
focused on strengthening people-to-people and cultural
bonds. The Indian Council for Cultural Relations

participated, emphasizing diaspora engagement. This
initiative deepens the strategic partnership and boosts
India's global cultural diplomacy.

58) Correct Answer: C

PM Modi addressed the Global Fintech Fest 2025 in
Mumbai. He highlighted India's leadership in digital
inclusion and fintech innovation. India’s digital public
infrastructure, including UPI and India Stack, was
showcased. This positions India as a role model for
technological empowerment and financial inclusion
globally.

59) Correct Answer: C

India accounts for 50% of global real-time digital
transactions, as highlighted by PM Modi in October 2025.
This is enabled by platforms like UPI and Aadhaar. Such
digital dominance reflects India's rapid fintech
advancement. It cements India’s reputation as a global
leader in digital finance and innovation.

60) Correct Answer: C

China expanded rare earth export controls in October
2025, targeting defence and semiconductor industries.
The new rules add five elements and more refining
technologies to the control list. China produces over 90%
of the world's processed rare earths. These materials are
strategic for global tech and defence sectors, impacting
international supply chains.

61) Correct Answer: C

NITI Aayog launched the 'Roadmap for Job Creation in
the Al Economy' on October 10, 2025. This initiative aims
to create up to 4 million new Al-enabled jobs within five
years. It proposes a National Al Talent Mission for large-
scale upskilling and global leadership. The roadmap is
crucial for India's ambition to become the world's Al
talent hub by 2035.

62) Correct Answer: B

Scientists from ARIES, Nainital, were part of the team
that imaged two black holes orbiting each other in
0J287. This breakthrough was announced in October
2025. The discovery marks a major milestone in
astrophysics and validates decades-old predictions. It
underscores India’s growing role in international space
research.

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI - 26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448




SHAKTHII ACADEMY

www.shakthiiacademy.com

63) Correct Answer: B

On October 10, 2025, India and the UK launched the
India-UK Connectivity and Innovation Centre. The centre
will focus on 6G, Al in telecom, and cybersecurity, backed
by X250 crore over four years. This flagship initiative aims
to drive secure, innovative communications and
strengthen digital economies. It highlights deepening
India-UK tech ties.

64) Correct Answer: C

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla led the Indian Parliamentary
Delegation to Barbados during the 68th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference. He discussed deepening
democratic cooperation and technology integration. The
visit strengthened India’s parliamentary diplomacy and
engagement with Commonwealth nations. It
underscores India’s commitment to global democratic
exchanges.

65) Correct Answer: B

The Tele MANAS app was enhanced on World Mental
Health Day 2025 with new features including a
multilingual interface, Al-powered chatbot, and
accessibility for visually impaired users. The app now
supports 12 languages and offers emergency response.
This upgrade expands digital mental health services
nationwide. It’s vital for inclusive, accessible mental
health care in India.

66) Correct Answer: B

On October 11, 2025, PM Modi launched the PM Dhan-
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and the Pulse Self-Reliance
Mission. The context is to boost agriculture reform,
focusing on productivity and nutrition. The initiatives
cover 100 districts and have an outlay of Rs. 11,440 crore
for pulses. These schemes aim to empower millions of
farmers, demonstrating the government's commitment
to agricultural self-reliance.

67) Correct Answer: C

The India—EFTA TEPA came into effect in October 2025,
involving Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland. It promises $100 billion FDI and one million
jobs over 15 years. The agreement covers market access,
investment, and services. This landmark pact boosts
India’s manufacturing and global competitiveness.

68) Correct Answer: B

Sergio Gor is the youngest-ever US Ambassador to India.
His visit focused on strategic, trade, and technology
issues. Gor’s appointment symbolizes a youthful,
dynamic approach to US-India ties. This is significant for
deepening bilateral cooperation amid global flux.

69) Correct Answer: C

New Delhi hosted the World Para Athletics
Championships 2025, where India secured 22 medals.
This achievement marked the country's best-ever
performance at the event. The championship saw
participation from over 2,100 athletes from 100
countries. India's success highlights its growing strength
and support for para-sports.

70) Correct Answer: B

NITI Aayog's roadmap, unveiled in October 2025, focuses
on embedding Al skills across education and workforce,
aiming to create up to 4 million Al-enabled jobs in five
years. The context is India's digital transformation and
global talent leadership. The plan seeks to make India the
Al talent hub by 2035.

71) Correct Answer: C

Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein make up
EFTA and signed TEPA with India. The agreement was
enforced on October 1, 2025, marking India's first FTA
with a group of developed European nations. It promises
major investments and job creation in India. This is
significant for India's trade diversification and export
growth.

72) Correct Answer: C

The Ministry of Education urged schools to adopt UPI for
admission and examination fees in October 2025. This
initiative is part of the push for digital transformation in
education. It enhances convenience, transparency, and
financial literacy for parents and students. It supports the
government’s vision of a digitally empowered education
system.

73) Correct Answer: B

Australia chased down 331 runs, the biggest successful
chase in ICC Women’s World Cup history, defeating India
in Visakhapatnam. Alyssa Healy’s 142 was the highest
individual score against India in women’s ODlIs. This
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match set new records and highlighted the competitive
nature of women’s cricket. Such achievements inspire
growth of the sport.

74) Correct Answer: C

Kirti Vardhan Singh, Minister of State for Environment,
attended the International Ranger Awards 2025. The
awards recognized rangers' courage and dedication to
conservation. Singh emphasized their vital role in
protecting wildlife and forests. This raises awareness of
conservation challenges and honors frontline heroes.
75) Correct Answer: B

India Mobile Congress 2025 showcased India’s progress
in 5G and satellite communication (Satcom) for universal
connectivity. The event, attended by PM Modi,
emphasized indigenous innovation and digital
leadership. It included the first Satcom Summit and
Bharat6G Symposium. This positions India as a global
tech leader.

76) Correct Answer: C

'Fare Se Fursat' was launched by Alliance Air in October
2025 under the Civil Aviation Ministry. It offers
passengers fixed airfares even for last-minute bookings.
This scheme addresses fare unpredictability and
supports affordable air travel. It aligns with the
government's vision of universal aviation access.

77) Correct Answer: C

Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, and Peter Howitt won the
2025 Nobel Economics Prize. Their work explains how
innovation and 'creative destruction' drive economic
growth. The prize highlights the importance of
technology and competition. Understanding these
concepts is crucial for policymaking and economic
reforms.

78) Correct Answer: B

PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan completed four
years in October 2025. The initiative integrates
infrastructure planning and reduces logistics costs. It
accelerates project completion and enhances service
delivery. This is vital for India's progress toward 'Viksit
Bharat' by 2047.

79) Correct Answer: C

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched CPR
Awareness Week 2025. The campaign aims to train
citizens in cardiopulmonary resuscitation techniques.
Timely CPR can greatly improve survival in cardiac
emergencies. Mass awareness initiatives help build a
healthier and safer society.

80) Correct Answer: B

The three Global Al Impact Challenges aim to identify and
scale Al solutions with significant social and economic
impact. The initiatives—Al for All, Al by HER, and YUVAi—
focus on inclusivity and innovation. Winners gain
mentorship and global exposure. This strengthens India's
leadership in responsible Al.

81) Correct Answer: B

The District Collectors’ Peyjal Samvad aims to
institutionalize district-led water governance and
sustainability under the Jal Jeevan Mission. This initiative
focuses on strengthening local institutions, promoting
innovation, and ensuring sustainable water supply. It
highlights the pivotal role of District Collectors as the
bridge between policy and people. The move is
significant for ensuring long-term, accountable, and
citizen-driven rural water access in India.

82) Correct Answer: C

Visakhapatnam will host Google’s first gigawatt-scale Al
Hub in India, with an investment of USD 15 billion over
2026-2030. This marks Google’s largest Indian
investment, aiming to accelerate Al-first infrastructure
and job creation. The facility will support India's
leadership in Al and boost the digital economy. It
signifies a major step in India's journey towards
becoming a global digital and Al powerhouse.

83) Correct Answer: B

CAQM activated Stage-I of the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) after Delhi's AQl dipped to 211, classified as
'Poor'. The 27-point action plan includes dust control,
solid waste management, and traffic regulation. This
prompt action aims to prevent further deterioration of
air quality. GRAP ensures coordinated, multi-sectoral
response to Delhi’s persistent air pollution problem.

84) Correct Answer: C
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‘Ready, Relevant and Resurgent Il,’ authored by CDS
General Anil Chauhan and released by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, provides a future-oriented blueprint for
India’s Armed Forces. The book analyzes changing
warfare and emerging frontiers like cyberspace and
cognitive warfare. It underlines the need for
technological integration and leadership agility. Its
insights are crucial for India’s defense modernization.
85) Correct Answer: B

India and South Korea launched their inaugural bilateral
naval exercise at Busan Naval Base in October 2025. The
exercise involves INS Sahyadri and ROKS Gyeongnam,
aiming to enhance interoperability and maritime
cooperation. This marks a milestone in the growing Indo-
Korean strategic partnership. Such engagements
reinforce India’s role in Indo-Pacific security.

86) Correct Answer: B

Ahmedabad has been recommended as the host for the
2030 centenary Commonwealth ~ Games.  The
Commonwealth Sport Executive Board proposed
Ahmedabad following an evaluation process. This would
mark only the second time India hosts the Games, the
first being Delhi 2010. Hosting the centenary edition is a
major boost for Indian sports and enhances the country's
international profile.

87) Correct Answer: C

India successfully tested a high-altitude combat freefall
jump from 32,000 feet using the indigenous Military
Combat Parachute System (MCPS). Developed by DRDO,
MCPS is the only system in Indian Armed Forces capable
of deployment above 25,000 feet. It enables precise
navigation and is compatible with NavIC, boosting
operational autonomy. This marks a significant step for
self-reliance in India's defence technology.

88) Correct Answer: B

The Defence Ministry signed a contract worth X659.47
crore for advanced Night Sight systems for 7.62 x 51mm
assault rifles. Over 51% indigenous content categorizes it
under Buy (Indian-IDDM). This step reflects a strong push
towards 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat', boosting local
manufacturing and enhancing the Army's night-fighting
capability.

89) Correct Answer: C

The Indian Navy is hosting the 5th edition of 'Samudra
Shakti', a bilateral maritime exercise with the Indonesian
Navy, in Visakhapatnam from October 14-17, 2025. The
exercise enhances interoperability and strengthens
maritime cooperation. Such joint drills are vital for
securing the Indian Ocean region and deepening
strategic ties.

90) Correct Answer: C

Delhi will soon experience artificial rain via cloud
seeding, approved by the Delhi government in
partnership with [IT Kanpur. This pilot project aims to
mitigate severe air pollution, which frequently pushes
Delhi’'s AQl to 'very poor' levels. If successful, it could
become a model for other polluted cities in India.

91) Correct Answer: C

The Scheme for Innovation and Technology Association
with Aadhaar (SITAA) was launched to counter deepfakes
and strengthen Aadhaar authentication security. This
initiative targets emerging threats like spoofing and
presentation attacks using advanced biometrics and Al.
It brings together startups, academia, and industry to co-
develop secure solutions. This is significant for India's
digital identity ecosystem and citizen data protection.
92) Correct Answer: C

The NSG celebrated its Raising Day on October 16, 2025.
This day marks the establishment of the NSG in 1986 as
a federal contingency force focused on anti-terrorism.
The occasion is important for recognizing the NSG's role
in national security. The force is vital in safeguarding
citizens and critical assets in India.

93) Correct Answer: B

The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) will
celebrate its 25th anniversary in December 2025.
Launched in 2000, the scheme has significantly improved
rural road connectivity. The government plans
nationwide celebrations and a report on its
transformative impact. Enhanced connectivity supports
inclusive growth and rural development in India.

94) Correct Answer: B

Rajasthan will host the fifth Khelo India University Games
from November 24 to December 5, 2025. The multi-city
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event will see participation from over 5,000 university
athletes. This is part of the government’s efforts to
promote sports and talent development. It highlights
India’s commitment to a robust sporting ecosystem.

95) Correct Answer: B

India was elected Co-Chair of the UN-GGIM-AP in
September 2025 during the committee’s 14th plenary in
Korea. This position recognizes India’s leadership in
geospatial innovation and capacity building. It
strengthens India’s influence in regional geospatial
policy-making. The role aids in advancing sustainable
development through geospatial technologies.

96) Correct Answer: C

Tanvi Sharma reached the girls singles semifinals at the
BWF World Junior Championships 2025. She is the first
Indian female since Saina Nehwal in 2008 to be assured
of a medal in this event. Her victory over Japan's Saki
Matsumoto marked a significant achievement for Indian
badminton. This highlights the emergence of new talent
in Indian sports on the global stage.

97) Correct Answer: C

Kiran Navgire scored a century in just 34 balls in India's
Women’s T20 Trophy. She broke the previous world
record for the fastest women’s T20 century. This feat
demonstrates her explosive batting and boosts India’s
profile in women’s cricket. Such records inspire aspiring
athletes and highlight India’s growing depth in women’s
sports.

98) Correct Answer: B

The Indian Navy inducted the 11th Ammunition Cum
Torpedo Cum Missile Barge, LSAM 25, in Mumbai. This
barge supports logistics and reflects India’s focus on
indigenization in defense. Such additions enhance
operational readiness and underscore the ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative. Strengthening logistics is vital for
India’s naval self-reliance and maritime strategy.

99) Correct Answer: C

India and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)
commemorated 80 years of partnership on World Food
Day 2025. This collaboration has helped India move from
food scarcity to self-sufficiency. Over the decades, FAQ's
technical support aided in agricultural transformation.

The partnership is crucial for India’s food security and
global leadership in agriculture.

100) Correct Answer: C

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the new
Tejas Mk1A and HTT-40 production lines at HAL Nashik.
This marks a major push for indigenous defense
manufacturing in India. The move supports the
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ vision, reducing reliance on
imports. Expanding production boosts India’s defense
capabilities and export potential.

101) Correct Answer: B

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the
Titanium and Superalloy Materials Plant in Lucknow on
October 18, 2025. The plant is key for producing strategic
materials domestically, reducing dependence on
imports. It supports the Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial
Corridor and creates jobs. This step is vital for India's
Aatmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) initiative in
defense.

102) Correct Answer: C

Jyothi Surekha Vennam won the bronze medal at the
Archery World Cup Final in October 2025, marking a
historic achievement. She defeated Ella Gibson in the
bronze match with a perfect score of 150. This was her
third World Cup Final appearance. Her victory highlights
India's rising profile in international archery.

103) Correct Answer: C

The BrahMos Integration and Testing Facility was
inaugurated in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, in October 2025.
The facility will produce about 100 missile systems
annually and is part of the UP Defence Industrial
Corridor. This enhances India's strategic capabilities and
promotes self-reliance in defense manufacturing.

104) Correct Answer: B

Nafithromycin, India's first indigenously discovered
antibiotic, is effective against resistant respiratory
infections. Announced in October 2025, it especially
benefits cancer and diabetic patients. Developed
through collaboration between the Department of
Biotechnology and Wockhardt, this marks a milestone in
India's pharmaceutical innovation and self-reliance.
105) Correct Answer: C
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Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
visited Russia in October 2025 to escort the holy relics of
Lord Buddha back to India. This event reinforced spiritual
and cultural ties with Russia. The relics attracted over
90,000 devotees in Kalmykia, highlighting India's
Buddhist heritage and international cultural diplomacy.
106) Correct Answer: A

The sixth ASW SWC, named 'Magdala’, was launched at
Cochin Shipyard Limited in Kochi. This indigenously built
vessel features advanced sonar and weapon systems.
The launch signifies a major step in India's pursuit of
naval self-reliance. It enhances India's underwater
domain awareness and anti-submarine warfare
capabilities.

107) Correct Answer: B

ISRO's Chandrayaan-2 observed the impact of a Coronal
Mass Ejection (CME) on the Moon's exosphere in May
2024. This finding confirmed long-standing theories
about solar activity affecting the Moon. The result is
significant for planning future lunar missions and human
habitats. It demonstrates India's growing prowess in
space research.

108) Correct Answer: C

Raul Fernandez won his first MotoGP race at the
Australian GP for Trackhouse Racing. The victory marked
a milestone for both Fernandez and his team. It also
made Aprilia the most successful European
manufacturer in Grand Prix racing. This is notable for
sports enthusiasts and MotoGP followers.

109) Correct Answer: B

The Ministry amended the Notaries Rules, 1956 to
increase the number of notaries in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, and Nagaland. This step responds to growing
demand for notary services. It addresses population
growth and administrative expansions in these states.
The reform improves legal service accessibility for
citizens.

110) Correct Answer: B

IndiaAl Mission, under MeitY, partnered with the World
Health Organization to invite healthcare Al abstracts.
Selected entries will feature in a Casebook at the India—
Al Impact Summit 2026. This promotes scalable Al

innovations across the Global South. It positions India as
a leader in digital health transformation.

111) Correct Answer: C

Bodhana Sivanandan, a British chess player of Indian
origin, defeated ex-World Champion Mariya Muzychuk
in October 2025. She achieved this milestone at the age
of 10 during the European Club Cup in Greece. This made
her the youngest to defeat a world champion, breaking
previous records. Her achievement highlights the
growing impact of the Indian diaspora in global sports.
112) Correct Answer: B

PM Modi announced that over 100 districts are now free
from Maoist terror as of October 2025. Before 2014,
around 125 districts were affected, but persistent efforts
have reduced this number drastically. Only 11 districts
show any influence now, marking a significant internal
security achievement. This progress supports
development and peace in previously troubled regions.
113) Correct Answer: C

Ayodhya achieved a Guinness World Record during
Deepotsav on October 17, 2025, by lighting 2,617,215
diyas. The event was organized by the Uttar Pradesh
Tourism Department and local administration. Over
30,000 volunteers participated in this record-setting
celebration. This event underscores Ayodhya’s cultural
significance and India's ability to organize large-scale
festivals.

114) Correct Answer: C

PM Modi celebrated Diwali with Navy personnel aboard
INS Vikrant off the Goa coast in October 2025. INS
Vikrant is India's first indigenously built aircraft carrier,
symbolizing self-reliance. The vessel strengthens India's
maritime security and showcases the Make in India
initiative. Such visits boost morale among armed forces
and promote indigenous defence manufacturing.

115) Correct Answer: C

The monoclonal antibody MAMO1 demonstrated strong,
dose-dependent protection against malaria in clinical
trials. Developed by US researchers, it offers months-
long protection with one injection. MAMOL1 targets the
malaria parasite before it enters the bloodstream. This
innovation could transform malaria prevention,
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especially in highly affected regions like sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia.

116) Correct Answer: C

The proposal calls for a ceasefire along current battle
lines and security guarantees for Ukraine. This reflects
ongoing efforts to end the conflict based on present
positions. The plan includes reparations, EU accession,
and return of deported children. Its significance lies in
shaping future peace and European security
architecture.

117) Correct Answer: C

94% of C-Vigil complaints were resolved within 100
minutes during the Bihar elections. This reflects the
Election Commission's swift enforcement and grievance
redressal. The rapid response is enabled by a 24x7
monitoring system. Quick resolution upholds electoral
integrity and transparency.

118) Correct Answer: C

PM Modi congratulated Rodrigo Paz Pereira on his
election as Bolivia’s President. Pereira’s win marks a
political shift in Bolivia. India and Bolivia share growing
bilateral cooperation, including recent aid and technical
exchanges. Such outreach strengthens India's global
partnerships.

119) Correct Answer: C

Steel production recorded the highest growth among the
eight core industries at 14.1% in September 2025. The
Index of Core Industries is a major industrial indicator in
India. Steel’s growth signals robust infrastructure and
manufacturing activity. Strong core sectors drive overall
economic performance.

120) Correct Answer: B

Lucknow City Station is now North India’s first fully
women-operated railway station. A 34-member all-
women team manages all operations. This initiative
promotes gender inclusion and empowerment in public
services. It highlights progressive steps in Indian
Railways’ workforce policies.

121) Correct Answer: C

India has advanced to the 9th position globally in total
forest area as per the FAO’s GFRA 2025. This marks a
climb from 10th place, reflecting recent policy successes.

The achievement is credited to afforestation drives and
community involvement. It highlights India’s
commitment to sustainable development and global
ecological goals.

122) Correct Answer: C

INS Sahyadri, a Shivalik-class guided missile stealth
frigate, took part in JAIMEX-25 with the Japanese Navy.
The exercise was held from October 16 to 18, 2025, off
Yokosuka, Japan. It focused on anti-submarine drills and
interoperability. This strengthens the India-Japan
strategic partnership in the Indo-Pacific.

123) Correct Answer: B

Neeraj Chopra, Olympic gold medallist javelin thrower,
was conferred the honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
The ceremony was held in October 2025 in New Delhi.
This honour recognises his contribution to Indian sports
and national pride. It signifies the Armed Forces’ respect
for outstanding sportspersons.

124) Correct Answer: C

The SOAR (Skilling for Al Readiness) programme aims to
integrate Al education into India’s school system.
Launched in July 2025 by the Ministry of Skill
Development, it targets students and teachers. The goal
is to build an Al-ready generation for future workplaces.
This aligns with India’s technology-driven development
vision.

125) Correct Answer: B

Indian Railways deployed 1,500 additional special trains
over five days to manage Chhath Puja travel in October
2025. This was part of a larger 61-day festive operation.
Such measures ensure smooth travel for millions during
peak festive seasons. It demonstrates Indian Railways’
capacity to handle massive passenger surges.

126) Correct Answer: C

The DPM 2025 introduces assured orders for up to five
years for items developed under indigenisation. This
manual, launched by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in
October 2025, aims to boost indigenous defence
manufacturing. It also simplifies procurement and
encourages self-reliance. This aligns with India's goal of
promoting 'Aatmanirbharta’ in defence.

127) Correct Answer: C
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Tejashwi Yadav was officially named the CM candidate
for Bihar's Mahagathbandhan in October 2025. The
announcement ended weeks of speculation. The move
unites alliance partners ahead of the November
elections. It is significant for projecting a strong
opposition against the NDA in Bihar.

128) Correct Answer: B

The US imposed sanctions on Rosneft and Lukoil in
October 2025. These are major Russian suppliers, and
the move led to a 5% rise in oil prices. India and China are
major buyers of Russian oil, so the sanctions have global
supply implications. The development may affect India's
energy imports and market stability.

129) Correct Answer: B

India and Armenia held a Joint Working Group Meeting
on Defence Cooperation on October 23, 2025. The talks
focused on defence industrial collaboration and
strengthening bilateral security ties. This follows recent
high-level engagements between the two countries. The
partnership enhances India's strategic outreach in
Eurasia.

130) Correct Answer: C

From November 1, 2025, depositors can nominate up to
four persons with specified shares under the amended
Banking Laws. This provision enhances flexibility and
transparency in claim settlements. It applies to deposit
accounts, safe custody, and lockers. The new rule
improves customer convenience and security.

131) Correct Answer: B

The ITBP celebrated its 64th Raising Day on October 24,
2025. It is tasked with securing India's 3,488 km-long
border with China in harsh Himalayan terrain. The force
is renowned for its discipline and humanitarian service.
Its role is vital for India's border security and disaster
relief in mountainous regions.

132) Correct Answer: C

India's forex reserves crossed $702 billion in October
2025. This increase was mainly due to a surge in gold
reserves. The accumulation strengthens India’s
economic stability and global financial credibility. Such
reserves help cushion against external economic shocks.
133) Correct Answer: B

ICGS Ajit and ICGS Aparajit were launched in October
2025 at Goa Shipyard Limited. These FPVs are part of
India’s push for self-reliance in defence. They enhance
coastal security and support multi-mission roles. Their
induction  exemplifies  Atmanirbhar Bharat in
shipbuilding.

134) Correct Answer: B

‘Mahe’ is the first indigenous Anti-Submarine Warfare
Shallow Water Craft built by Cochin Shipyard, inducted in
October 2025. It is equipped for underwater surveillance
and mine-laying. The vessel reflects India’s progress in
naval self-reliance. Its induction enhances India’s coastal
defence capacity.

135) Correct Answer: C

The Critical Mineral Recycling Incentive Scheme was
launched with 1,500 crore in October 2025. It
encourages extraction of minerals from e-waste and
spent batteries. This supports India’s Critical Mineral
Mission for supply chain sustainability. The scheme is
vital for resource security and green technology.

136) Correct Answer: C

The Union Government has set the target of March 2026
for achieving a Naxal-Free India. This is backed by a
proactive approach blending security, development, and
rehabilitation. Recent efforts have led to a 53% drop in
violent incidents since 2014. The 2026 goal reflects a
strategic milestone in India's internal security.

137) Correct Answer: D

India now has 23 operational AIIMS institutions, a
significant rise from just one at the turn of the century.
This expansion demonstrates the government's
commitment to accessible, high-quality medical
education and healthcare. The increase was announced
by Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda in October 2025.
This growth is pivotal in making medical services more
inclusive nationwide.

138) Correct Answer: B

Chhath Puja began with the ritual of 'Nahay Khaay' on
October 25, 2025. This festival is marked by strict fasting,
devotion to the Sun god, and gratitude for nature’s
bounty. Prime Minister Modi and other leaders extended
greetings recognizing its role in promoting social
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harmony and environmental respect. Chhath Puja is
especially significant in Bihar and eastern India.

139) Correct Answer: B

The U.N. Cybercrime Convention, signed in Hanoi, is a
landmark treaty to strengthen global cooperation
against cybercrimes that cost trillions annually. It
requires ratification by 40 nations to come into effect.
The convention targets offences like phishing,
ransomware, and online trafficking. Its adoption marks a
milestone in international cybersecurity collaboration.
140) Correct Answer: C

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport reopened its
upgraded Terminal 2 on October 25, 2025. The revamped
terminal features advanced technology, automation, and
enhanced accessibility. It marks a significant milestone in
transforming Delhi into a world-class aviation hub.

141) Correct Answer: C

In October 2025, PM Modi declared 2026 as the ‘ASEAN-
India Year of Maritime Cooperation’. This announcement
was made during the ASEAN-India Summit, emphasizing
growing cooperation in maritime security and blue
economy. The initiative strengthens India’s Act East
Policy and highlights the strategic partnership’s
importance in global stability and growth.

142) Correct Answer: B

The Jal Jeevan Mission achieved this milestone by
October 2025. Launched in 2019, it aims for universal
access to safe tap water in rural India. Over 15.72 crore
households now have connections, dramatically
improving health and socio-economic outcomes,
especially for women and children.

143) Correct Answer: D

The Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 is set to position
India as a top maritime and shipbuilding nation by 2047.
Announced in 2025, it emphasizes green technologies,
global competitiveness, and massive investments for
sustainable growth, targeting leadership in global
maritime trends.

144) Correct Answer: C

East Timor, also known as Timor-Leste, was formally
admitted as ASEAN’s 11th member in October 2025. This

historic step fulfills a decades-old vision for regional
integration, offering economic opportunities and
stability for Asia’s youngest nation.

145) Correct Answer: B

Nandhini K clinched gold in the women’s 100m hurdles
at the 2025 South Asian Athletics Championships held in
Ranchi. Her performance, clocking 13.56s, contributed to
India’s continued dominance and impressive medal tally
in the regional event.

146) Correct Answer: C

Ikshak, set to commissioned in November 2025, is the
third Survey Vessel (Large) and the first in its class to
feature dedicated accommodation for women. This
reflects the Navy's commitment to inclusivity. The ship
embodies the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' vision with over
80% indigenous content.

147) Correct Answer: B

The Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme
(ECMS) saw approval of seven projects with 5,532 crore
investment in October 2025. The scheme aims to reduce
import dependence by locally producing key
components like PCBs and camera modules.

148) Correct Answer: B

PM Modi chaired the Global Maritime CEO Forum during
India Maritime Week 2025 in Mumbai. The event
focused on future maritime growth, green shipping, and
supply chain resilience. It brought together leaders from
over 85 countries.

149) Correct Answer: B

The Asia Pacific Cities Summit 2025 in Dubai convened
over 15,000 participants from 600 cities. It was the first
time in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia. The focus
was on urban innovation, digital infrastructure, and
collaboration for climate resilience.

150) Correct Answer: C

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated these
vessels in Mumbai. The initiative aims to empower
fishermen through cooperatives, increasing their share
of profits. Modern trawlers improve capacity and living
conditions. The move supports sustainable fisheries and
rural economic empowerment.
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Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 2025:
Modernising India’s Maritime Cargo Laws

Why in News?
India passed the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 2025

modernizing maritime cargo law. It replaces the
outdated 1925 Act, aligning Indian law with Hague-Visby
and Hamburg rules. It addresses liability, electronic bills
of lading, and multimodal transport.
Historical Background
e About: Governed under Ministry of Ports,
Shipping & Waterways.
e Establishment: Replaces Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act, 1925.
o Objectives: Modernize liability, cargo claims,
documentation, electronic bills.
¢ International Integration: Aligns Indian law with
global maritime conventions.
e Significance: Boosts trade facilitation,
digitalization, and dispute resolution.
Key Points / Explanation
e Recognition of electronic bills of lading for digital
trade.
e C(Clearer liability regime for carriers and shippers.
e Covers multimodal transport, clarifying
responsibilities.
e |Improves dispute resolution with modern
norms.

Summary
e The Act modernizes India’s maritime law.
e Encourages digital documentation and global
standard compliance.
e Strengthens confidence in India’s shipping trade.

E-NAM (electronic National Agriculture
Market) Portal

v

Uttam Fasal Uttam Enaam

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE MARKET

Why in the News?

The Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has
expanded the National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) by
including 9 additional commodities, raising the total
tradable items on the platform to 247.

About National Agriculture Market (e-NAM):

e Launch: Introduced in April 2016 by the Ministry
of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare under
the Integrated  Scheme  on
Marketing (ISAM).

e Implementing Agency: Managed by the Small
Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) under

Agricultural

the Department of Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare.

e Objective: To unify agricultural markets across
India by offering farmers and traders
a transparent, competitive, and quality-based
digital trading platform for real-time price
discovery and reduced intermediary

dependence.

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI - 26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448




SHAKTHII ACADEMY

www.shakthiiacademy.com

o Legal Framework: Operates within
state Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC) Acts, harmonised through inter-state
trading licences and digital linkage.

e Funding & Governance: Fully centrally funded,
providing both digital infrastructure and physical
market modernisation to APMCs.

e  Working Mechanism:

o Digital APMC Integration: Each mandi
connected to the e-NAM portal for
online inter-state trading.

o Online Auctions: Produce graded,
assayed, and weighed before real-time
electronic bidding.

o Price Discovery & Payment: Transparent
auction ensures quality-linked pricing;
proceeds transferred directly to
farmers’ bank accounts.

o Unified Licensing: Asingle trading
licence enables purchase from multiple
mandis nationwide.

o Warehouse Trading (e-NAM 2.0):
Incorporates warehouses and  cold
storages for sale of stored produce and
extended logistics support.

e Coverage (2025):

o Mandis Integrated: 1,522 mandis
across 23 States & 4 UTs.
o Commodities: 247 tradable

items including cereals, pulses, oilseeds,
fruits, spices, and medicinal plants.

o Participants: Around 1.7 crore
farmers and 4,500 FPOs registered.

o Leading States: Tamil Nadu (213
mandis), followed by Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

o Data Analytics: Real-time insights
on trade volume, prices, and demand
trends aid policy decisions.

Key Features & Impact:
e Pan-India Integration: Realises “One Nation, One
Market” by linking mandis and private markets.

Quality Assurance: Standardised
parameters framed by Directorate of Marketing
& Inspection (DMI) ensure grade-based pricing.
Digital Efficiency: Electronic weighing, e-
payments, and cloud-based architecture cut
transaction time from 8-10 hours to 30 minutes.
FPO & Warehouse Linkages: Strengthen logistics,
storage, and collective bargaining power.
Scheme Synergy: Complements PM-KISAN, PM-
AASHA, and MSP operations through traceable,
transparent procurement data.

RBI introduces Unified Markets Interface
(umi)

Why in the News?

RBI Governor has unveiled the Unified Markets Interface
(UMI) a next-generation financial market infrastructure

developed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
What is Unified Markets Interface (UMI)?

Overview: The UMl is a next-generation financial
market infrastructure conceptualized by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to tokenize
financial assets and settlements using
the wholesale Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC).

Purpose: It aims to modernize India’s financial
markets by enabling blockchain-based asset
transactions, improving market transparency,
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and streamlining settlements through digital
automation.

Significance: The UMI represents India’s entry
into asset tokenization, the conversion of real-
world financial instruments into digital tokens,
contracts,

and digital public infrastructure within a single

thereby integrating CBDC, smart

interoperable ecosystem.

Features of UMI:

CBDC-Enabled Settlement: Uses the wholesale
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) to execute
high-value settlements instantly and securely.

Asset
financial assets into digital tokens on blockchain,

Tokenization: Converts traditional
allowing fractional ownership and seamless
transferability.
Unified

integrated, interoperable

Infrastructure: Creates an
market
interface linking banks, investors, and financial
intermediaries on a single digital framework.
Smart Contract Automation: Employs
programmable contracts for real-time clearing,
settlement, and compliance, reducing manual
intervention.
Transparency and Efficiency: Blockchain

ensures immutable transaction records and

enhances traceability, reducing fraud and

settlement delays.

Asset Tokenization

Definition: The process of converting real-
world assets, such as bonds, real estate,
commodities, or equities, into digital
tokens stored on blockchain networks.
Mechanism: Each token

represents fractional ownership, enabling
smaller investors to participate in high-value
assets traditionally limited to institutions.

Technology Base: Built on blockchain and
smart contracts,

ensuring transparent,

secure, and automated transactions.

RBI’s Application: Tokenized financial assets
under UMI will settle through wholesale
CBDC,
and traceable transactions.

providing real-time, tamper-proof,

RBI’s Gold Reserve exceeds $100 billion

Why in the News?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reported that India’s gold
reserves surpassed $100 billion for the first time in

history, reaching $102.365 billion in the week ending
October 10, 2025.

India’s Gold Reserves and Composition (2025):

Total
the Reserve

Holdings: As of March 31, 2025,
Bank of (RBI) held
approximately 879.58 metric tonnes of gold.
Valuation Milestone: In October 2025, the
value of India’s gold reserves crossed USD
100 billion, reaching about USD 102.36
billion, the highest in history.

India

Forex Share: Gold’s share in India’s total
foreign exchange reservesrose to 14.7 %,
the highest 199697,
by valuation gains and steady accumulation.
2025, gold
comprised 12.5 % of reserves, indicating a

since driven

Yearly Rise: Early in
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Distribution of Gold Holdings (March 2025):

sharp increase through the year amid global
market volatility.

Repatriation Move: During FY 2024-25, the
RBI repatriated 100.32 tonnes of gold from
overseas vaults to India, expanding domestic
holdings.
Domestic Holdings: About 200 metric
tonnes held within India.

Overseas Holdings: Around 367 metric
tonnes stored abroad.

with
Approximately 19 metric tonnes.

Deposits Foreign Institutions:
Trend Evolution: Gold share in reserves rose
from 5.9 % (2021) to 11.7 % (2025) due to

strategic diversification and valuation gains.

What are Gold Reserves?

A gold reserve is the gold held by a country’s
central bank, acting as a backup for financial
promises and a store of value.

India, like other nations, stores some of its gold
reserves in foreign vaults to spread out risk and
facilitate international trading.

India’s Gold Reserves:

o As of the end of March 2024, the RBI
held 822.10 tonnes of gold, with 408.31
tonnes stored domestically.

o The share of gold in the total forex of
India is around 7-8% as of 2023.

Where does the RBI store its gold?

India’s gold reserves are primarily stored in
the Bank of England, which is known for its
stringent security protocols.

The RBI also stores a portion of its gold reserves
at the:

1. Bank for International Settlements
(BIS) in Basel, Switzerland, and the

2. Federal Reserve Bank of New York in the
United States.

During India’s foreign exchange crisis in 1990-91, the
country pledged some of its gold reserves to the Bank
of England to secure a $405 million loan, according to
reports.

Even though the loan was paid back by November
1991, India decided to keep the gold in the UK for
convenience.

Why does the RBI store its gold in foreign banks?

Convenience: Storing gold overseas makes it
easier for India to trade, engage in swaps and
earn returns.

Averting Risks: There are risks involved,
especially during times of geopolitical tensions
and war.

The recent freezing of Russian assets by Western
nations has raised worries about the safety of
assets kept abroad and the RBI decision to shift
a portion of the gold reserve to India could be
prompted by these concerns.

Stable Prices: Unlike fiat currencies, which can
be subject to inflation or devaluation due to
various economic factors, the value of gold tends
to be relatively stable over time, which makes it
an attractive asset for central banks to hold as a

reserve.

Benefits Offered by Gold Reserves

Control domestic gold prices: With its big stash
of gold, the RBI can help control local gold prices
by using some of it in India. Last financial year,
the RBI added about 27.47 tonnes of gold to the
total reserve, bringing it to 794.63 tonnes.

Security buffer: The increased gold reserve
works as a hedge against any financial crisis and
to take measures to control inflation as well as

currency devaluation.
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Environment & Diversit

India unveiled ‘National Red List Roadmap’

Survey to Assess Extinction Risks of Species

PRt

Why in the News?

India unveiled its National Red List Roadmap and Vision
2025-2030 at the IUCN World Conservation Congress
2025 in Abu Dhabi.

Global Context:

IUCN Red List: Globally, 1,69,420
species have been assessed; about 28% are
classified as threatened.

Biodiversity Decline: The Living Planet Report
2024 documented a73%
populations

decline in
vertebrate (1970-2020),
with freshwater species down by 85%.
Extinction Rate: Current extinction rates
are 1,000-10,000 times higher than natural
background levels due to human pressures
such as habitat loss, overexploitation, and
climate change.

Global Need: Strengthening regional red lists
like India’s provides granular, science-based
data to guide conservation financing and
global biodiversity monitoring.

About National Red List Roadmap and Vision (2025-

2030):

Purpose: Marks India’s first coordinated national
effort to scientifically assess the extinction risk
of ~11,000 species of plants and animals by 2030

using IUCN Red List methodology, the global
benchmark for species assessment.

Aim: To establish a science-based, nationally
coordinated
strengthens biodiversity planning, conservation

red-listing system that

policy, and threat mitigation.

Strategic Alignment: Supports India’s
commitments under the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD)and the Kunming—

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KM-
GBF), reaffirming India’s leadership in global
biodiversity governance.

Outcome Goal: To publish National Red Data
Books on flora and fauna by 2030, serving as
authoritative reference guides for ecological
protection and management.

Key Features of the Initiative:

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI,

Scientific Alignment: Adopts IUCN Red List
Categories and Criteria, ensuring uniformity and
comparability with international conservation

assessments.
Scope and Coverage: Envisions evaluation
of 11,000 terrestrial and marine species,

encompassing major ecological regions across
India.
Core Outputs:

o Peer-reviewed species assessments with
global visibility.

o Publication of National Red Data
Books and creation of adigital public
database for species data and risk
analysis.

Institutional Framework:

o Implemented jointly by the Botanical

Survey of India (BSI)and Zoological
Survey of India (ZSl).
o Partner agencies include IUCN

India, Centre for Species Survival: India —
Wildlife Trust of India (CSS: India—WTI),
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and thelUCN  Species  Survival the ‘poor’ category (AQl 211) after more than three

Commission (SSC). months.

e Funding and Resources: Total outlay of X95 Lo .
What is Air Quality Index (AQl)?

crore, comprising X80 crore from BSI and ZSI N .
e Purpose: Quantifies pollution levels and

budgets and X15 crore mobilised for training and ) ) )
health impact using major pollutants —

PMz.s, PM10/ SOz, NOz, CO, 03, NH3, Pb

international collaboration.
e Capacity Building: Creation of a cadre of 300

. . e Scale:
trained species assessors and development of
. . o , 1. 0-50 = Good
national training modules on biodiversity .
. 2. 51-100 = Satisfactory
evaluation. 3. 101-200 = Moderat
. —200 = Moderate
e Policy Integration: The data generated will
. ., . - . 4. 201-300 = Poor
inform India’s National Biodiversity Strategy and
5. 301-400 = Very Poor

Action Plan, legislative updates, and species
6. 401-450 = Severe

e >450 = Severe Plus

e Interpretation: Higher AQl = greater
exposure risk, particularly for children,
elderly, and respiratory patients.

recovery prioritisation through 2030.
Need for such a profile:
e India’s Biodiversity Profile: Recognised as one of
the 17 megadiverse nations, India hosts four
biodiversity hotspots, the Himalayas, Western

Ghats, Indo-Burma, and Sundaland (Nicobar About Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP):
Islands). e Objective: To ensure anticipatory, graded, and
e Ecological Richness: Despite covering only 2.4% region-wide responses that reduce PM,.s and
of global land area, India shelters 8% of global PMso concentrations, controlling emissions from
floraand 7.5% of fauna, with28% of vehicles, dust, and industries.
plants and 30% of animals being endemic. e Coverage: Applies across Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) Pradesh, Rajasthan, and other NCR districts,
- ; ensuring uniform regional implementation.
e Legal Mandate: Issued under Section 5 of the

. GRADED RESPUNSE Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, binding on
$ all NCR states and agencies.
ACTIUN PLAN e Genesis: Approved by the Supreme Court in

2016 (M.C. Mehta  vs. Union of
India) and notified in Jan 2017 by MoEFCC under
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

e Implementation: Initially enforced by EPCA (till
2020); now implemented by the Commission for
Air Quality Management (CAQM) established via

1

= = \ ordinance in Oct 2020.

Why in the News? e Functioning: CAQM works with CPCB, IMD, and
The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) lITM  Pune, which provide forecast-based
has invoked Stage | of the Graded Response Action Plan modelling for pre-emptive action.

(GRAP) across the Delhi-NCR as air quality slipped into e Key Stages of Action:
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1. Stage | (Poor: 201-300): Road sweeping,
water sprinkling, dust control at sites,

e Origin & Course: Arises in West Siang, travels

. . ~170 km, and joins the Brahmaputra near

solid-waste removal, old-vehicle

Assam.
enforcement.

2. Stage Il (Very Poor: 301-400): Hotspot

regulation, DG set restrictions,

e Ecology: Basin supports rich biodiversity,
agro-pastoral livelihoods, and lies within

the Eastern Himalaya Biodiversity Hotspot.
enhanced public transport. y y P

3. Stage lll (Severe: 401-450): Ban on BS-llI
petrol & BS-IV diesel cars, construction

e Protected Areas: Mouling National Park lies
on its eastern bank, part of the Dibang—Siang

biosphere landscape.
halt, school closures.

4. Stage IV (Severe+ >450): Complete
construction ban, truck entry restriction

e Hydrological Role: Ensures irrigation,

microclimate regulation, and provides run-
. of-the-river potential for clean energy,
(essentials exempted), curbs on non- P &Y

. i though demanding  careful ecosystem
essential vehicles.

Naying Hydroelectric Project

balance.

About Naying Hydroelectric Project:

e Overview: A proposed 1,000 MW (4x250
MW) run-of-the-river project located in Shi-Yomi
district, Arunachal Pradesh.

; e Developers: Jointly undertaken by North Eastern
1 e, 0 S O B Electric Power Corporation
(NEEPCO) and Arunachal Pradesh Hydropower
Corporation Ltd (APHCL).

e Design & Output: Features aconcrete

dam, underground powerhouse, and diversion
tunnels, expected to generate 4,966.77
GWh annually.

e Regulatory Approval: Received Central
Electricity Authority (CEA) concurrence in 2013;

Why in the News? progress slowed by environmental and social

The Naying Hydroelectric Project (1000 MW), proposed concerns.

e Public Consultation: Environmental hearing
scheduled for 12 November 2025 at Yapik
Community Hall to assess ecological and

on the Siyom (Yomgo) River in Shi-Yomi district,
Arunachal Pradesh, represents a major addition to
India’s clean energy expansion under the Decade of

Hydro Power (2025-35). community impacts.
e Timeline: Construction targeted to start by 2028,
About Siyom (Yomgo) River: with commissioning by 2032.

e Geography:  Aright-bank tributary ~ of e Policy Context: Forms part of the state’s Decade
the Brahmaputra, flowing entirely within of Hydro Power (2025-2035), aiming for 19 GW
Arunachal Pradesh. capacity additionto support India’s net-zero

goals.
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e Regional Linkages: Among five key hydel projects e Purpose: Promotes climate-adaptive,
in the region —Heo (240 MW), Hirong (500 conservation-linked livelihoods balancing
MW), Tato-I (186 MW), and Tato-Il (700 MW). ecological health with local economic growth.

Sustainable Aquaculture in Mangrove
e Implementation: Covers 29.84 hectares with 42

fish farmers, achieving100% rise in net
profits through low-input, eco-friendly methods.

e Target Group: Focuses on climate-vulnerable
coastal communities, encouraging chemical-free
shrimp farming to build coastal resilience.

Core Features and Approach:

e Ecosystem Integration: Maintains 5-30%
mangrove cover within aquaculture ponds,
directly linking productivity with ecosystem
restoration.

e Community Participation: Adopts a bottom-up
co-management model, involving local farmers
in planning, monitoring, and benefit-sharing.

e Sustainable Practices: Utilises mangrove litter as
shrimp feed, cutting chemical dependence and
improving natural nutrient cycles.

Why in the News?

The SAIME Initiative, developed by the Nature
Environment and Wildlife Society (NEWS) in the
Sundarbans of West Bengal, has been conferred Global

e Climate Resilience: Mitigates cyclones, salinity
intrusion, and erosion, functioning as a nature-

based adaptation system.
Technical Recognition by the Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations.
What is SAIME Initiative?

e Economic Efficiency: Promotes low-input, high-
yield aquaculture, enhancing smallholder

profitability and resource efficiency.
e Concept: A multi-stakeholder  partnership

model integrating shrimp  aquaculture  with e Environmental Benefits: Supports carbon

mangrove restoration in the Sundarbans. . o . .
sequestration, biodiversity conservation,

and blue carbon economy objectives.
e Implementing  Agencies:  Developed by
the Nature Environment and Wildlife Society
(NEWS) with support from the Global Nature

Fund (Germany), Naturland, and Bangladesh

e Global Alignment: Advances SDG-13 (Climate
Action), SDG-14 (Life Below Water), and SDG-15
(Life on Land)through integrated coastal

Environment & Development Society (BEDS). sustainability
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About the Sundarbans:

s % S W,
e Location: Situated in the South and North 24-
Parganas districts of West Bengal, at

the southern tip of the Gangetic Delta, where
the Ganga, Brahmaputra, and Meghna
rivers meet the Bay of Bengal.

e Area: Currently spans 2,585.89 sq km, with
an expansion proposal to 3,629.57 sq km,
making it the largest mangrove forest in the
world.

e Status: Designated as a Tiger
Reserve, National Park, Biosphere Reserve,
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site (since
1987).

e Topography: Characterised by a dense
network of tidal creeks, estuaries, and 105
mangrove-covered islands, influenced by
daily tidal inundation.

e Flora and Fauna:

o Flora: Dominated
by Avicennia, Rhizophora, Sonnerati
a, and Heritiera species.

o Fauna: Includes Royal Bengal Tiger,
Fishing Cat, Estuarine Crocodile,
Irrawaddy Dolphin, King Cobra, and
several endangered bird species.

e Boundaries:

o East: Bangladesh border (Raimangal
& Harinbhanga rivers)

o South: Bay of Bengal

o North/West: Matla, Bidya, and
Gomdi rivers

e Ecological Importance: Acts as a natural

shield against cyclones and tsunamis,

a carbon-rich ecosystem, and a vital nursery

ground for fisheries — forming the

ecological heart of India’s blue economy
and coastal resilience framework.

Carbon Di-oxide Levels in 2024 set new
records: WMO

N

A

e

Why in the News?

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) reported
that carbon dioxide (CO,) concentrations reached a
record 423.9 ppm in 2024, marking the highest annual
increase (3.5 ppm) since global measurements began in
1957.

About WMO Report 2025:

e Publisher: Issued by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), the UN specialised
agency for weather, climate, and water systems.

e Document: The 2025  Greenhouse  Gas
Bulletin presents global atmospheric data
for carbon dioxide (CO;), methane (CH,),
and nitrous oxide (N,O).

e Global Record: Confirms 2024 as the warmest
year ever, with average temperatures 1.55 °C
above pre-industrial (1850-1900) levels.

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI - 26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448




SHAKTHII ACADEMY

www.shakthiiacademy.com

e Context & Timing: Released ahead of COP30
(Belém, Brazil) to guide mitigation policies and
national climate commitments.

e Key Warning: Notes a record surge in CO, and
the weakening of natural carbon sinks such as
oceans and forests.

Key Highlights about Greenhouse Gases:

e Carbon Dioxide (CO;):  Global mean
reached 423.9 ppm in 2024, up 3.5 ppm from
2023, thelargest annual rise since 1957.
Concentrations are 152 % above pre-industrial
(278.3 ppm); land and ocean sinks are declining
in efficiency.

e Methane (CH,4): Climbed to 1,942 ppb, 166 %
above pre-industrial levels; ~60 % of emissions
stem from livestock, fossil fuels, and rice
cultivation.

e Nitrous Oxide (N»O): Reached 338 ppb, 25 %
higher than pre-industrial; emitted mainly

from fertiliser use, biomass burning, and
industry; the third major long-lived GHG.
Drivers of Increase: Human emissions, El Nifio-
linked droughts and wildfires, and reduced
oceanic absorption, especially from the Amazon
and southern Africa in 2024.

Implications and Risks:

Warming Acceleration: CO, causes ~66 % of total
warming and79 % over the last decade;
persistent  buildup locks in long-term
temperature rise.

Weakening Carbon Sinks: Warmer seas and
drought-stricken lands absorb less CO,,
reinforcing a feedback loop of accumulation.
Extreme Events: Intensified heatwaves, floods,
droughts, and wildfires signal  proximity
to irreversible tipping points like ice-sheet loss
and coral die-off.

Governance

Private players to conserve heritage

monuments

Why in the News?

The Centre has recently proposed to open conservation
of protected monuments to private participation, ending
the Archaeological Survey of India’s (ASl) exclusive
control over this domain.

About Archaeological Survey of India (ASI):

Establishment: Formed in 1861 under
the Ministry of Culture, ASI is responsible
for archaeological research, exploration, and
protection of India’s cultural heritage.

Legal Authority: Enforces  the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958 and the Antiquities and Art
Treasures Act, 1972.

Scope of Work: Manages about 3,700 centrally
protected monuments and archaeological
sites of national importance.

Organisational Structure: Operates through 37
regional Circles and specialist wings such as
Science Branch (material analysis), Horticulture
Branch (site maintenance), Temple Survey
Projects (documentation), and Underwater
Archaeology Wing (submerged heritage).
Institutional Challenges: Faces staff shortages,
budget limits, and procedural delays,
constraining nationwide conservation capacity.

What is the new Public—Private Partnership (PPP)

Model for Conservation?
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Purpose:  Supplements ASI’'s work by
allowing private participation in conservation of
heritage monuments.

Participants: Corporates, PSUs, and
philanthropic bodies may fund, execute, and
monitor restoration projects under ASI
supervision.

Funding Mechanism: Routed through
the National Culture Fund (NCF); donations
qualify asCSR expenditure with 100% tax
exemption.

Implementation Framework:

o Empanelment of conservation
architects via RFP by the Ministry of
Culture.

o Donors select architects, who jointly
engage restoration
agencies experienced in  structures
over 100 years old.

o Each project must have a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) approved by ASI
and comply with the National Policy for
Conservation, 2014.

Priority Monuments: 250 sites identified for
initial adoption based onregion or thematic
interest.

Eligibility: Proven heritage conservation
experience, financial competence, and technical
compliance with ASI standards.

Difference from ‘Adopt a Heritage’ Scheme:

Earlier Model (2017, revised 2023): Focused
on tourism amenities cafés, ticketing, signage
through  “Monument  Mitras”;  excluded
structural restoration.

Current PPP Model: Extends to scientific
conservation and architectural
restoration under direct ASI oversight.
Regulatory Control: ASI retains authority
over authenticity, ethics, and policy compliance;
funding channelled via NCF with technical audit.
Policy Evolution: Marks a shift from tourism
partnership to heritage stewardship,

blending private resources  with public
accountability for monument preservation.

DRAVYA Portal

Why in the News?

The Ministry of Ayush has launched the Digitized
Retrieval Application for Versatile Yardstick of Ayush
Substances (DRAVYA) portal the largest digital repository

of Ayurvedic ingredients and formulations.
About DRAVYA Portal:

e Developed By: Central Council for Research in
Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) under the Ministry
of Ayush.

e Purpose: To build acentralized, open-access
knowledge platform integrating classical
Ayurveda with modern scientific data for global
research and policy use.

e Launch: Released on 10th Ayurveda Day (23
September 2025) at Goa, marking a major digital
step in traditional medicine.

e Phase | Coverage: Includes data on 100
medicinal  substances, updated through
a dedicated entry system ensuring precision and
authenticity.

e Integration Goal: Designed to connect with
the Ayush Grid and allied Ministry databases for
coordinated digital governance and research.

e Scope: Merges textual, botanical,
pharmacological, and chemical information for
cross-disciplinary validation and innovation.

Key Features:
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e Al-Ready Design: Built with artificial intelligence
capability for analytics, discovery, and predictive
research.

e Open-Access Repository: Consolidates validated
data from classical texts, scientific literature, and
field studies in searchable form.

e Comprehensive Profiles: Details each
substance’s pharmacotherapeutics, botany,
chemistry, pharmacology, and safety aspects.

e QR-Code Integration: Enables standardised
display of plant data in gardens, repositories,
and institutions.

Advanced Search Filters: Sorts substances
by rasa (taste), virya (potency), vipaka (post-
digestive effect), and therapeutic use.

Dynamic Database: Continuously updated
for authenticity and scientific rigour.

Global Accessibility: Serves as a credible digital
reference for researchers, policymakers, and
innovators worldwide.

Future Expansion: Will interlink with Ayush Grid,
National Medicinal Plants Database, and Ayush
Drug Policy for an integrated digital health
ecosystem.

Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences, 2025

Why in the News?

The 2025 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences (Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Memory of Alfred Nobel) was awarded
to Joel Mokyr (Northwestern University, US), Philippe
Aghion (College de France, INSEAD, LSE), and Peter
Howitt (Brown University, US) for their pioneering
explanations of innovation-driven economic growth.
What is the Nobel Economics Prize?

e Officially called the Bank of Sweden Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel,
established in 1968.

e Itis NOT part of the original Nobel Prizes created
by Alfred Nobel in 1895.

e Created by the Swedish central bank to honor
Alfred Nobel’s legacy.

Although not an original Nobel Prize, it is
presented alongside the other Nobel Prizes
on December 10, the anniversary of Nobel’s
death.

Includes a diploma, gold medal, and aone-
million-dollar prize for the laureates.

Who are the Nobel Laureates for 2025?

Joel Mokyr (Northwestern University,
USA): An economic historian, renowned for
studying how scientific knowledge, cultural
openness, and institutional change during the
Enlightenment  triggered the  Industrial
Revolution.

Philippe Aghion (College de France, INSEAD,
LSE): A leading growth theorist, known for
advancing the Schumpeterian model of
innovation-driven growth and the economics of
creative destruction.

Peter Howitt (Brown University,
USA): Collaborator of Aghion, co-developer of
the Aghion—Howitt growth model, integrating
firm-level innovation dynamics into
macroeconomic theory.

Their Contributions:

1.

Joel Mokyr:
o Demonstrated that before the 18th
century, societies possessed
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“prescriptive knowledge” (how things
worked) but lacked “propositional
knowledge” (why they worked).

o Showed that the Scientific
Revolution merged science with
craftsmanship, turning discovery into
applied innovation.

o Highlighted that the Enlightenment’s
intellectual openness enabled
acceptance of “creative destruction,”
allowing new technologies to replace old
ones without institutional backlash.

2. Philippe Aghion & Peter Howitt:

o Developed the 1992 Schumpeterian
Growth Model, mathematically
linking innovation, competition, and
economic growth.

o Explained that constant firm turnover—
where new innovators replace old
incumbents—creates long-term, stable
growth.

o Introduced the idea of “general
equilibrium in innovation”, connecting
household savings, financial markets,
R&D investment, and production into a
single dynamic framework.

International Relations

India Joins EFTA-India Trade Pact to Expand
Europe-Facing Exports

Why in News?

India and EFTA signed a major trade pact effective
October 2025. This reduces tariffs and boosts India’s
exports to Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein. It

is India’s first major preferential trade pact with Europe
beyond the EU.

Historical Background of the Organization
e About: The European Free Trade Association
(EFTA) is a trade bloc of four countries.
e Establishment: Formed in 1960 by European
nations not joining the EEC.
e Objectives: Promote free trade among members
and negotiate external trade deals.
e Membership: Currently includes Switzerland,
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein.
e Agreements: EFTA has multiple FTAs with
nations worldwide.
Key Points / Explanation
e Tariff cuts will benefit pharma, textiles, food
processing and IT services.
e EFTA markets offer high purchasing power for
Indian exporters.
e Rules of origin, standards, and certifications have
been harmonized.
Summary
e The EFTA pact diversifies India’s export strategy.
e |t provides a new gateway into Europe.
e It may drive India’s domestic industries to
upgrade standards.

India to boost solar pumps scheme in
Africa, Island nations
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Why in the News?

The Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) plans to showcase India’s PM-KUSUM and PM
Surya Ghar schemes to several African and island nations

through the International Solar Alliance (ISA) platform.
India’s Global Outreach via International Solar Alliance

(ISA):

Founded: 2015, jointly by India and France,
headquartered in Gurugram (Haryana, India).
Membership (2025): 98 countries, focused on
promoting solar
developing and tropical nations.
Mandate: Facilitate affordable
technology, finance

energy deployment in
solar
mobilization, and policy
support to achieve global energy access and
climate goals.
Strategic Focus Areas (2025):
o Catalytic Finance Hub: Mobilising global
investments in solar infrastructure.
o Global

technical training, digital tools, and

Capability  Centre: Providing
policy frameworks.
o Technology Roadmap: Driving

innovation in floating solar, Al-based
grid management, green hydrogen,
and One Sun, One World, One Grid
(OSOWOG) connectivity.
o Country Engagement: Strengthening
regional partnerships for
implementation and capacity-building.
Global Showcasing of Indian Models:
o India plans toexport the PM-KUSUM

and PM Surya Ghar models to Africa and

island nations facing low electrification
and irrigation coverage.

o Only 4% of Africa’s arable land is
irrigated, creating a vast opportunity
for solar-powered irrigation and energy
access.

Significance: ISA serves as the primary vehicle for
India’s renewable diplomacy, promoting clean
energy cooperation, technology transfer,
and South—South collaboration for sustainable

development.

[1] PM-KUSUM Scheme:

Full Name: Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha
evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-
KUSUM) launched in 2019 by the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).
Objective: To promote solar energy use in
agriculture, enabling farmers to generate clean
electricity, replace diesel pumps, and earn
additional income through sale of surplus solar
power.
Targets:
o Add 34,800 MW of decentralized solar
capacity by March 2026.
o Total outlay of 234,422 crore in Central
financial assistance.
Structure: Three key components —
A: 10,000 MW  of
grid-connected
solar/renewable plants on barren land.

1. Component
decentralized

2. Component B: 14 lakh standalone solar
pumps for irrigation.

3. Component C: Solarization of 35 lakh
existing grid-connected pumps

(including feeder-level solarisation).

Financial receive 60%

subsidy, 30% institutional loan, and

contribute 10% cost.

Achievements (as of 2025):

o 70% completionin standalone solar

Support: Farmers

pumps.
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o Limited progress in grid-connected
plants (6%) and pump solarization (16—
25%).

o Scheme likely to be extended beyond
2026 due to delayed

readiness.

infrastructure

Benefits: Reduces input costs, ensures energy
self-reliance, lowers carbon emissions, and
generates sustainable farmer income through

surplus power sales.

[2] PM Surya Ghar Scheme:

Full Name:PM Ghar:  Muft Bijli
Yojana launched in 2025 as a flagship rooftop

Surya

solar initiative for residential households.
Implementing Agency: Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE).

Objective: To

promote rooftop solar

installations for one  crore households,

especially middle-class and economically weaker
sections, providing affordable or free electricity.
Budget: X75,021 crore for implementation till FY
2026-27.
Features:

o Subsidy up to 40% of total installation

cost.

o Annual household savings of up

to X18,000 through self-generation.

o Net metering enables sale of surplus

power to the grid.
o Simplified application  via national
portal; eligibility limited to one

household per residence.

Impact: Reduces power  bills, promotes
decentralized renewable energy generation, and
contributes to India’s target of 500 GW non-

fossil energy capacity by 2030.

Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity (GEIl)

Target Rules, 2025

Why in the News?
The Centre has notified the first legally binding

Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity (GEI) Target Rules,

2025 for four high-emission sectors: aluminium, cement,

chlor-alkali, and pulp & paper.

This marks a critical step in operationalising the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), 2023.

Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity (GEI)

of GHGs
emitted per unit of product output or

Overview: GEl is the amount

economic activity; for example, the
emissions released in producing one tonne of
cement, aluminium, or steel.
Unit of Measurement: Expressed in tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO,e) per unit
of product.
Composition:
o Primary gases: Carbon dioxide (CO,),
Methane (CH4), Nitrous oxide (N,0).
o Synthetic gases: Hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs), (PFCs),

Sulphur hexafluoride (SFs).

Perfluorocarbons

Purpose: GEI helps measure the efficiency of
industrial production in terms of emissions.

Policy Significance: Reducing GEl aligns
industrial operations with national and

global climate commitments, particularly

under the Paris Agreement (2015), where
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India has pledged to cut its emissions
intensity of GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005
levels).

About Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity (GEI) Target
Rules, 2025:

e Notification: Issued by the MoEFCC on October
8, 2025, these are India’s first legally binding
emission intensity targets for industries.

e Objective: To limit greenhouse gas emissions per
unit of product output in high-emission sectors,
thereby promoting low-carbon industrial growth
and aligning with India’s Paris Agreement
commitment to reduce emission intensity of
GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005 levels).

e Coverage: Applies to 282 industrial
units across four sectors— cement (186 units),
aluminium (13), chlor-alkali (30), and pulp &
paper (53).

e Compliance Period: 2025-26 and 2026-27;
emission limits expressed in tCO,e (tonnes of
CO; equivalent) per unit of product.

¢ Mechanism:

o Units achieving targets earn carbon
credits (certified by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency).

o Non-compliant units must buy credits or
face environmental
compensation under CPCB oversight.

e Purpose: To operationalise India’s domestic
carbon market, encourage technology upgrades,
and institutionalise market-based  climate
compliance.

e Outcome: Marks transition from voluntary
energy-efficiency drives (PAT Scheme) to
alegally enforceable carbon-intensity regime,
integrating emission monitoring, trading, and
compliance.

What is the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS),
2023?
e launched by: Ministry of Powerin 2023 to

establish a domestic carbon trading

market under India’s Energy Conservation Act
framework.

e Objective: To create a structured mechanism
for generating, certifying, and trading carbon
credits earned  through verified emission
reductions.

e Administered by: Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE), which issues Carbon Credit Certificates
(CCC) to compliant industries.

e Framework:

o Industries meeting or exceeding GEl
targets receive tradable credits.

o Entities failing to meet targets
must purchase credits to offset excess
emissions.

o Credits are traded on the Indian Carbon
Market (ICM) platform.

e Purpose: To make emission

reduction economically incentivised,
transforming carbon from a cost burden into
a market asset.

e Global Parallel: Similar to the EU Emissions
Trading System (2005) and China’s National
Carbon Market (2021).

e Significance: Integrates energy efficiency,

emission control, and fiscal instruments to drive

India’s net-zero transition through a market-

based, transparent, and measurable approach.
Legal Information Management and
Briefing System (LIMBS)

-_—

By

Why in the News?
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The Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and

Justice, inaugurated the “Live Cases” Dashboard under

the Legal Information Management and Briefing System
(LIMBS) at Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.
About LIMBS Portal:

Overview: A centralised, web-based litigation
management platform developed by
the Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law
& Justice, under the Digital India initiative.
Purpose: Enables real-time monitoring,
coordination, and analysis of court cases
involving  the Union of India, covering
all ministries, PSUs, and autonomous bodies.
Design & Function: Serves as asingle digital
interface connecting nodal officers, legal cells,
and advocates for streamlined case
management and reduced duplication.

Policy Alignment: Implements the Prime
Minister’s directive to minimise government
litigation, improve inter-ministerial
coordination, and enhance transparency and
efficiency.

Scale (2025): Tracks 7.23 lakh live cases from 53
ministries/departments; over 13,000 ministry
users and 18,000 advocates actively update
records.

Integration:  Linked  with national judicial
databases for automated case updates and
status tracking.

Key Features:

Dashboard  Monitoring:  Real-time  visual
dashboard  showing ministry-wise  pending,
disposed, and contempt cases for trend analysis.
Court Connectivity: Integration with
the Supreme Court, 25 High Courts, District
Courts, and 9 Tribunals for live order retrieval.
Advanced Search: Multi-parameter filtering
by court, advocate, ministry, judgment date, or
financial value.

e User Hierarchy: Tiered access for Nodal Officers,
Admins, and Advocates ensuring accountability
and data integrity.

e Document & Fee Management: Digital upload
of pleadings, notices, and advocate bills for
secure, paperless workflow.

e Accessibility & Security: 24x7 open-source
platform with cybersecurity compliance and
uninterrupted access.

CG HC upholds cancellation of Forest Rights

of Villagers

Why in the News?

The Chhattisgarh High Court has dismissed a petition
challenging the cancellation of Community Forest Rights
(CFRs) granted to villagers of Ghatbarra in the Hasdeo
Arand forest, an area where Adani Enterprises—linked
coal mines operate.

Background of the Case:

e Dispute Origin: The District-Level Committee
(DLC) revoked CFR titles in 2016, citing that
the area had already been diverted for
mining in 2012 with MoEF clearance.

e Petitioners’ Claim: The Hasdeo Arand Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti argued that the Forest
Rights Act  (FRA), 2006 provides no
revocation clause and that villagers were not
given a fair hearing before cancellation.
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the

Key Judicial Findings:

Significance:

This ruling marks the first judicial interpretation of
whether forest rights granted under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006 (FRA) can be revoked or cancelled, despite
Act containing no
cancellation.

Court’s View: The High Court upheld
the State’s decision, calling the 2013 CFR
grant a “mistake” void ab initio, and legally
cancellable.

Legality of Revocation: FRA lacks explicit
revocation provision, but erroneous grants
may be rectified; hence cancellation was
valid.

Prior Approvals Prevail: 2012 MoEFCC mining
clearance overrode subsequent CFR grants.
State Mineral Ownership: FRA does not
affect the State’s
minerals beneath forest land.

control over
Locus Standi: Petitioners lacked standing
after the Forest Rights Committee withdrew;
no authorised village representation
remained.

Suppression of Facts: Petitioners had earlier
challenged land acquisition (case dismissed

in 2022) but failed to disclose it.

explicit provision for

About the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006:

Overview: The Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006, commonly called
the Forest Rights Act (FRA).

Purpose: Enacted to correct historical
injustices faced by forest-dwelling communities
deprived of traditional land and resource rights
during colonial rule.

Core Ensures tenurial

Objective: security,

livelihood protection, and ecological

stewardship of forest-dependent populations.

Tribes
Dwellers

Beneficiaries: Covers Scheduled
(STs) and Other

(OTFDs) who have lived in and depended on

Traditional Forest
forests for generations.

Scope: Recognises both individual and collective
rights over forest land and produce, extending
to cultivation, habitation, and minor forest
produce use.
Governance Principle: Empowers Gram
Sabhas as the central authority for recognising
and managing forest rights, reinforcing local
autonomy.
Integration Goal: Aligns forest governance
with tribal
the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)

Act, 1996 (PESA).

self-rule, complementing

Key Features of the FRA:

Individual &
recognition

residence, and use/sale of minor forest produce.
Community Forest Resource (CFR) Rights:
Sabhas control to protect,

Community  Rights: Legal

for occupation, cultivation,

Grants Gram
regenerate, and manage community forests.

Habitat Rights: Protects Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal
forest communities.

Groups  (PVTGs) and pre-agricultural
Structure: Multi-level
- Sub-Divisional
Committee —> District-Level Committee, for
rights adjudication.
Development

limited diversion of forest land for public utilities

Governance
verification, Gram Sabha

Provisions: Allows
with Gram Sabha consent.

Eviction Safeguard: No eviction until claims are
fully processed and rights recognised.
Decentralised  Oversight:  Empowers Gram
Sabha as the final decision-making authority on
forest rights and management.

Reinforces PESA’s

participatory governance and community-led

Legal Integration:

conservation in Scheduled Areas.
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Science, Technology, Art & Culture

India Launches Indigenous Satellite ‘INSAT-
4X’ to Boost Communication and Disaster

Management

Why in News?

India successfully launched INSAT-4X in September 2025.
The satellite enhances communication, weather
forecasting and disaster management. It strengthens
India’s space-based self-reliance.

Historical Background of the Organization

e About: ISRO is India’s national space agency.

e Establishment: Founded in 1969, headquartered
in Bengaluru.

e Objectives: Use of space tech for
communication, research, navigation and
development.

e Major Missions: Mars Orbiter, Chandrayaan,
Gaganyaan, INSAT/GSAT series.

e Global Collaboration: Engages with NASA, ESA,
Roscosmos etc.

Key Points / Explanation

o INSAT-4X carries high throughput transponders
for rural connectivity.

e Advanced sensors improve cyclone and
monsoon predictions.

e Links disaster response agencies directly with
ground networks.

e Supports Digital India through internet in remote
villages.

Summary

e INSAT-4X marks India’s rise in communication
and disaster-management satellites.

e |t strengthens infrastructure for both rural and
urban areas.

e Demonstrates ISRO’s innovation and national
contribution.

Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs) wins

Chemistry Nobel Prize, 2025

Why in the News?

The 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry has been awarded to
Richard Robson, Susumu Kitagawa, and Omar Yaghi for

pioneering the creation of metal-organic frameworks
(MOFs).

What are Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs)?
e OQverview: They are crystalline

materials composed of metal ions linked
by organic  molecules, forming athree-
dimensional porous network capable of
selectively trapping and storing gases, vapours,
or liquids.

e Structure: Metal ions serve asnodes or
connectors, while organic ligands (carbon-based
linkers) create scaffold-like
frameworks with very high surface
area and controllable pore size.

e Porosity: MOFs possess some of the highest
porosity among solids, often exceeding 7,000
square metres per gram, enabling the storage of
large volumes of gases within minimal material.

e Flexibility: Organic linkers can be chemically

modified, allowing custom design for specific
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interactions, such as selective gas capture or
catalysis.

Thermal and Chemical Stability: Advanced MOFs
300-400°Cand can
chemical

remain stable up to
withstand diverse environments,
suitable for industrial and environmental use.
Principle: Based
MOFs

rigidity with organic flexibility, enabling precise

Bonding on coordination

chemistry, combine metal
control over molecular architecture.

Functionality: Their open channels permit easy
adsorption and desorption, making
MOFs reusable, durable, and efficientfor a

range of scientific and industrial applications.

Applications of MOFs:

Water Harvesting: Capture moisture from arid

air and release it upon heating —
enabling portable water generation in desert
regions.

Carbon Capture: Their selective pores allow
efficient CO, capture and storage, aiding climate
change mitigation.

Hydrogen and Methane Storage: Act as solid
sponges essential for fuel cells and clean energy
systems.

Pollutant Filtration: Remove PFAS (Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl  Substances), heavy = metals,
and organic contaminants from water sources.
Food Preservation: Absorb ethylene gas emitted
by fruits, slowing ripening and extending shelf
life.

Catalysis and Sensing: Serve as heterogeneous
catalysts and chemical  sensors for trace-level
detection in industrial settings.

Clean Energy Systems: Integrated into batteries,
fuel cells, and supercapacitorsfor energy
storage due to high conductivity and surface

area.

Scientific Development:

Richard Robson
1970s): He pioneered the idea of linking metal

(University of Melbourne,

atoms and ligands into extended frameworks,
though early models were fragile.

(Kyoto University):
Built porous coordination polymers, the first to
demonstrate that gases could diffuse through

Susumu Kitagawa

molecular cavities—a defining MOF feature.
Omar Yaghi (University of California, Berkeley,
1990s): Created robust, heat-resistant MOFs,
standardised synthesis techniques, and coined
the term “Metal-Organic Framework” in a 1995
Nature paper.

Breakthrough Achievement: Yaghi’'s team
designed copper- and cobalt-based MOFs stable
up to 350°C, capable of hosting guest molecules

without collapse.

Maitri Il Research Station in Antarctica

The Finance Ministry has approved the establishment of

Maitri Il, India’s newest Antarctic research station, to be

built in eastern Antarctica by January 2029.
About Maitri Il Research Station:

Objective: Advance research in climatology,
glaciology, seismology, biology, and atmospheric
sciences while maintaining eco-compliance.

Overview: India’s upcoming 4th Antarctic base,

to be completed by January
2029 near Schirmacher Oasis, eastern
Antarctica, replacing the aging Maitri

(1989) which will operate as a summer camp.
Implementing Agency: Executed by National
Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR),
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Goa under the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MOES); estimated cost 22,000 crore.

Design & Technology: Features Al-enabled
systems, automated sensors, solar and wind
power, and upgraded modular accommodation
with strict environmental standards.

Construction Phases: Prefabrication in India -
shipment via Cape Town - transport to Indian
Barrier (120 km from Maitri) = on-site assembly

during Antarctic summer.

India’s Polar Programmes

Antarctica Programme: in 1981;
coordinated by NCPOR.
o Dakshin Gangotri (1983) — first base,
now decommissioned.
o Maitri (1989) — inland station near
Lake Priyadarshini.
o Bharati (2012)- modern coastal
station 3,000 km east.
o Maitri Il (2029) — to be India’s largest

and greenest base.

Began

o Research coversice-core climate
records, marine ecosystems, space
weather, and climate modelling.

Arctic Programme (2007): Also led by NCPOR;

permanent  station Himadri at Ny-Alesund

(Svalbard, Norway) studies Arctic warming,

polar-monsoon linkages, biodiversity; India

holds Observer Statusin the Arctic Council

(since 2013).

Key Laws & Treaties governing Polar Expeditions:

India  Antarctica Act 2022: Implements
the Antarctica Treaty (1959); creates Central
Committee  on

Antarctica Governance;

bans mining, nuclear activity, non-native

species;  introduces permit  system  and
Antarctica Fund; severe penalties (up to 20
years).

Antarctica Treaty (1959): 54 members (India

joined 1983); ensures peaceful scientific use,

bans territorial claims and military activity,
upholds environmental cooperation.

Madrid Protocol (1991): Declares Antarctica
a “natural reserve for peace and science”;
forbids

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA).

mineral extraction; mandates
Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic
(CCAMLR, 1982):

biodiversity,

Marine Living Resources

Conserves  Antarctic marine
regulates fishing and resource use to maintain

ecosystem balance.

Anna Mani and her contributions in India’s

Atmospheric Research

Why in the News?
The National Book Trust has released a book on

highlighting physicist Anna Mani’s pioneering ozone and
pollution studies in Pune decades before “climate
change” entered discourse.

Who was Anna Mani (1918-2001)?

Overview: Indian physicist and

meteorologist from Peermade, Kerala;

pioneered India’s meteorological
instrumentation and atmospheric science.

Alma mater: Studied physics at Presidency
College, Chennai (1939); trained at Imperial
London;

College, joined IISc

Bengaluru under C.V. Raman, publishing five
crystallography papers.
the India

Meteorological Department (IMD) in 1948; later

Professional Career: Joined
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headed its Instruments Division; earned the
title “Weather Woman of India.”

Key Contributions:

Meteorological Instrumentation: Designed and
standardized 100+ weather instruments,
including India’s  first pyranometers and
sunshine recorders, ending dependence on
imports. Established the Regional
Instrumentation Centre, Pune, for nationwide
calibration.

Measurement Infrastructure: Created a national
network of solar, wind, and radiation
observatories; introduced WMO-grade
calibration; data later used for India’s first Wind
Energy Atlas.

Ozone & Atmospheric Research: In 1964,
developed India’s first ozonesonde
balloon measuring ozone up to35 km;
integrated into the WMO Global Ozone Mapping
Programme. Her studies on ground-level ozone
and urban aerosols anticipated modern air-
pollution science.

Instrument Design & Ethics: Innovated with glass
and Teflon componentsto remove chemical
errors in ozonesondes; upheld the credo “wrong
measurements are worse than none.” Her Pune
lab became a model of scientific precision.
Publications: Authored “Handbook for Solar
Radiation Data for India” (1980) and “Wind
Energy Resource Survey in India” (1992), both
still reference standards for renewable-energy
studies.

Environmental Vision: Warned early about CFC
emissions and ozone depletion; connected
industrialization to atmospheric alteration,
foreshadowing the Anthropocene concept.
Legacy: Her datasets form India’s earliest
continuous record of ozone, radiation, and
aerosol change, anchoring present-day climate-
model validation and policy research.

Crew Escape System (CES) in the Gaganyaan

Mission

Why in the News?
The Crew Escape System is ISRO’s most critical safety
innovation for Gaganyaan.

Gaganyaan Mission:

e Overview: India’s first human spaceflight
mission, initiated in 2007, to send3
astronauts into Low Earth Orbit (400 km) for
3 days, followed by Arabian Sea splashdown.

e Rocket: Human-Rated LVM3 (HLVM3),
adapted from GSLV Mk3, certified in 2025 for
safe human use.

e Significance: India to become the 4th
nation (after US, Russia, China) with crewed
spaceflight capability.

e Latest Timeline (as of Sept 2025):

o Dec 2025: First uncrewed mission
(G1) with humanoid Vyommitra.

o 2026: Two more uncrewed flights for
life-support, avionics, and escape
tests.

o Early 2027: First crewed mission — 3
astronauts in orbit for 3 days.

Progress so far:
o 80-85% development complete:
avionics, parachutes, crew safety
systems validated.
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o Integrated Air Drop Test (Aug 2025):

Confirmed crew module
deceleration.
o Crew Escape System: Multiple

ground and flight tests successful.
o Recovery: Indian

Navy and Australian Space
Agency conducting splashdown
drills.

o Four IAF test pilots shortlisted:
Shubhanshu Shukla, Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, Angad Pratap, Ajit
Krishnan.

o All trained in Russia, now

in advanced Indian training. Final
crew of three will be chosen for
maiden flight.

What is Crew Escape System (CES)?

Purpose: A  critical safety = mechanism in

ISRO’s Gaganyaan Mission, enabling astronaut

rescue in case of launch vehicle failure during

the atmospheric ascent phase.

Placement & Function: Mounted atop
LVM3 (HLVM3) rocket;

rapidly separates the crew module and propels it

the Human-Rated

to safety using high-thrust solid motors.
Escape
generate acceleration up to 10 g, using high

Performance: motors
burn-rate propellants for faster thrust than the
launcher. Astronauts withstand this briefly in
a “child-in-cradle” posture.
Safety Systems: Incorporates redundant
subsystems, heritage-based design, and real-
time health monitoring through the Integrated
Vehicle Health Management (IVHM) network for
millisecond-level response.
Types of CES:
1. Puller-Type: Used in Gaganyaan; solid-
fuel motors pull the crew module away.
Also adopted by Russia’s Soyuz, China’s

Long March, and US Saturn V missions.
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2. Pusher-Type: Used inSpaceX Crew
(Falcon 9);
thrusters push the capsule away.

Dragon liquid-fuel

Comparison: Puller systems suit high-thrust,

short-duration extractions;  pusher systems

integrate better with reusable modules.

Operational Sequence & Recovery:

1.

Automatic Activation: On anomaly
detection, IVHM triggers CES instantly; escape
motors fire, propelling the crew module clear of
the rocket.

Splashdown & Safety: The module lands in
the sea, impact forces within safe physiological
limits, allowing quick recovery.

Significance: Serves as the core life-saving
system of India’s human spaceflight programme,

ensuring crew survival during catastrophic

launch failures.
Mission Drishti: World’s First Multi-sensor
EO Satellite

Why in the News?

Indian space-tech start-up GalaxEye, based in Bengaluru,

has announced the upcoming launch of Mission Drishti,

the world’s first multi-sensor Earth Observation (EO)
satellite, in the first quarter of 2026.
About Mission Drishti:

Objective: To provide high-resolution, real-time

geospatial intelligence for governments,
defence, and industries across critical domains
such as disaster management, infrastructure,

agriculture, and national security.
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Developer: Conceived by Bengaluru-
based GalaxEye Space, an Indian space-tech
start-up founded by IIT Madras alumni.

Nature: World’s first multi-sensor Earth
Observation (EO) satellite, capable of integrating
multiple imaging technologies on a single
platform.

Launch Timeline: Scheduled for first quarter of
2026, serving as the first step in GalaxEye’s plan
to deploy a constellation of 8-12 satellites by
2029.

Innovation: Combines Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) and optical sensors for multi-dimensional
imaging across all weather and lighting
conditions.

Significance: Marks India’s largest privately built

Multi-Sensor ~ Payload: Integrates SAR  and
optical imaging systems on one platform, a first
in global satellite technology.

Resolution and  Capacity: Offers 1.5-metre
resolution, providing ultra-clear imagery for
tactical and analytical applications.

All-Weather

imaging day and night, through cloud cover and

Operation: SAR enables

adverse  weather, ensuring  continuous
monitoring capability.

Satellite Specifications: Weighs 160 kg, making it
India’s heaviest privately developed EO satellite,
designed for spatial, spectral, and temporal
precision.

Constellation Vision: Part of GalaxEye’s long-

term plan to deploy 8-12 satellites by 2029 for

satellite and establishes India’s position in the near-real-time global coverage.

global EO market withindigenous, high- e Applications: Defence  surveillance, disaster

precision imaging technology. management, infrastructure auditing,

Key Features: agriculture  analytics, and environmental

monitoring.
India—Philippines Launch First Joint e About: India—Philippines maritime cooperation

is part of India’s Indo-Pacific policy.

Maritime Drills in South China Sea

e Establishment: Diplomatic ties since 1949,
maritime drills are new.

e Objectives: Enhance interoperability,
surveillance, and strategic cooperation.

e Scope: Involves navies, maritime agencies, joint
planning.

e Significance: Expands India’s presence in SE Asia,
balances regional pressures.

Key Points / Explanation

e Includes search & rescue, maritime interdiction,

Why in News? communication drills.

India and Philippines launched their first maritime drills e INS Sandhayak deployed for survey and domain
in South China Sea in Sept 2025. INS Delhi, INS Shakti and awareness.

INS Kiltan joined Philippines Navy ships. The exercise e Strengthens India’s role in Indo-Pacific rules-

enhances freedom of navigation and Indo-Pacific based order.
cooperation.

Historical Background

Summary

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI - 26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448




SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com

e The drills mark a milestone in India—Philippines Key Features:
partnership. e Detection & Tracking: Continuous surveillance
e Boost maritime cooperation and security norms. viaradar, radio-frequency, and electro-
e Highlight India’s expanded regional presence. optical/infrared (EO/IR) sensors.
Indian Army inducts ‘Saksham’ Counter- e Al-Enabled Prediction: Uses Al to forecast hostile

activity and suggest counter-responses.

Unmanned Aerial System (CUAS) Grid

e Sensor—-Weapon Fusion: Integratesjammers,
directed-energy systems, and kinetic
interceptors for unified action.

e Automated Command Support: Provides real-
time decision aids for threat prioritisation.

e 3-D Airspace Visualisation: Displays dynamic
views of friendly and hostile assets.

e Mobility & Modularity: Compact, scalable, and
rapidly deployable across terrains.

e Indigenous Focus: Fully designed and produced

Why in the News? in India, demonstrating advanced self-reliant
The Indian Army has initiated procurement of ‘Saksham’, defence capability.
an indigenously developed Counter-Unmanned Aerial DRDO to extend Astra Mark 2’s range to 200

System (CUAS) Grid, to enhance airspace security and
counter emerging aerial threats.

About Saksham Counter-Unmanned Aerial System
(CUAS) Grid:

e Overview: Indigenous counter-drone system
developed by thelndian Army with BEL,
Ghaziabad, to detect, track, identify, and
neutralise unmanned aerial threats.

km

e Purpose: Secures the Tactical Battlefield Space
(TBS) or Air Littoral—airspace up to 3,000 m
(10,000 ft) against low-altitude drones.

e Origin: Conceived after Operation Sindoor,
which revealed gaps in air defence.

e Acronym: SAKSHAM — Situational Awareness for
Kinetic Soft & Hard Kill Assets Management;

a Command-and-Control (c2)

platform integrating sensors, weapons, and Al |

analytics to create a Recognised UAS Picture Why in the News?

(RUASP). The Defence Research and Development Organisation
o Procurement: Approved under Fast Track (DRDO) is developing an extended-range variant of the

Procurement (FTP); aligns with Atmanirbhar Astra Mark 2 beyond-visual-range (BVR) air-to-air

Bharat and the Army’s Decade of missile.

Transformation (2023-2032). Astra Mark 2 Missile:
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Overview: An indigenously developed Beyond
Visual Range (BVR) air-to-air missile by
the DRDO, enhancing the Indian Air Force’s long-
range interception capability.

Lineage: Successor to Astra Mark 1 (range ~100
km); marks a leap inlIndia’s self-reliance in
advanced air combat systems.

Integration: Compatible with Su-30 MKI and LCA
Tejas, with future integration planned for Rafale,
AMCA, and TEDBF.

Industry Collaboration: Co-developed with over
50 industries, including Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL)and Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL).

Key Features:

Dual-Pulse Propulsion: Incorporates dual-pulse
solid rocket motor (vs. single-pulse in Mk-1) for
sustained thrust and high terminal energy.
Range & Speed: Operational range of 150-200+
km, speed up to Mach 4.5, enabling engagement
of fast aerial targets.

Guidance & Seeker: Equipped with indigenous
RF seeker and Electronic Counter-
Countermeasures (ECCM) for precision and
survivability.

All-Weather & Agile: Works in day/night,
adverse  conditions;  supports off-boresight
targeting and mid-course data-link updates.
Stealth & Safety: Uses smokeless propulsion for
reduced detectability during launch.

Recent Upgrade:

Extended Range Variant: DRDO developing
version exceeding 200 km, beyond initial 160
km design.

Strategic Parity: Comparable to Chinese PL-
15and US AIM-120D AMRAAM, reinforcing
India’s deterrence capability.

Future Roadmap: Forms baseline for Astra Mark
3, featuring solid-fuel ducted ramjet propulsion,
under Atmanirbhar Bharatin advanced missile
systems.

Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1A

———

Why in the News?

Defence Minister inaugurated the third production line
of Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A at Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Nashik.

About Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1A:

e Overview: Single-engine, 4.5-generation,
supersonic multirole fighter aircraft developed
indigenously under India’s LCA programme.

o Developers: Designed by  the Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA)of DRDO and
produced by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL).

e Purpose: Conceived in the late 1980s to replace
the ageing MiG-21 and Su-7 fleets of the Indian
Air Force.

e Operational Induction: Entered production for
the Indian Air Force (IAF) in 2024 after extensive
flight trials and certification.

e Roles: Designed forair  superiority, ground
attack, close air support,
and interception missions.

e Manufacturing Hubs: Produced at HAL
Bengaluruand HAL  Nashik, with parallel
assembly lines to meet IAF delivery targets.

Key Features of Tejas LCA-Mk1A:

e Design: Tailless compound delta-
wing configuration  ensuring  high  agility,
aerodynamic efficiency, and reduced radar
cross-section.

e Engine: Powered by General Electric F404-GE-
IN20 turbofan, enabling speeds up to Mach 1.8.
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e Avionics: Equipped with Active Electronically
Scanned Array (AESA) radar, Electronic Warfare
Suite, and Onboard Oxygen Generation System
(OBOGS).

e Flight Control: Features Digital  Fly-by-Wire
System for enhanced stability and pilot control.

o Weapons Integration: Can carry air-to-air, air-to-
ground, and precision-guided munitions,

including Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missiles.

cockpit with Helmet

Mounted Display (HMD) and Hands-On-

Throttle-And-Stick (HOTAS) controls.

e  Cockpit: Modern glass

e Payload & Range: Payload capacity over 4,000
kg across eight external hardpoints; combat
radius around 500 km, ferry range up to 1,700
km.

e Network Capability: Integrated with secure data
link systems for real-time communication and
situational awareness.

e Maintenance: Modular design allowing easy
servicing, high turnaround rate, and improved
mission readiness for sustained operations.

Trivia

Laszlo Krasznahorkai wins Nobel Prize in

Literature, 2025
PTG

A :

Why in the News?
The 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature has been awarded to
Laszlo Krasznahorkai, a Hungarian novelist known for his
dense, philosophical narratives and apocalyptic vision of
modern existence.

Nobel Prize in Literature
e First awarded in 1901, the Nobel Prize in
Literature has been conferred 117 times to
121 laureates.
(2025): Each laureate
receives 11 million Swedish kronor (~1.2

e Prize Details

million USD), an 18-karat gold medal, and a
diploma.

e Ceremony: Held annually on December 10,
marking the death anniversary of Alfred
Nobel (1896), Swedish inventor and founder
of the prize.

e The 2024 laureate was Han Kang of South
Korea, recognized for fiction confronting
historical trauma and the fragility of life.

About Laszlo Krasznahorkai:

e Overview: Hungarian novelist celebrated for
his dense, philosophical, and apocalyptic
prose that examines the fragility of modern
civilization.

e Background: Regarded as one of Europe’s
leading postmodern writers, noted for long,
flowing sentences and hypnotic rhythm.

e Literary Voice: Combines dark humor with
metaphysical reflection; often set in bleak,
decaying landscapes where characters struggle
between despair and artistic endurance.

e Recognition: Known as a “writer’s writer”, his art
embodies a belief in the redemptive endurance
of literature.

Major Works & Adaptations:

e Satantango (1985): Debut novel portraying a

collapsing rural community; adapted by Béla
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Tarr into aseven-hour film, acclaimed for its
realism and existential tone.

The Melancholy of Resistance (1989): Allegory of
hysteria and conformity in a small town; adapted
as Werckmeister Harmonies (2000).

War and War (1999): Follows a Hungarian
archivist obsessed with preserving a manuscript
symbolising human history; explores madness
and transcendence.

Seiobo There Below (2008): Interlinked stories
on art and divinity across cultures; won the 2015
Man Booker International Prize.

Baron Wenckheim’s

Homecoming
(2016): Tragicomic portrait of post-communist
moral decay; won the 2019 National Book Award
(Translated Literature).

Venezuela’s Maria Machado wins Nobel
Peace Prize, 2025

Why in the News?
Maria Corina Machado won the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize

for defending democracy in Venezuela; President Trump

praised her but criticised the Nobel Committee.
About Nobel Peace Prize:

Origin: Instituted in 1901 under the will of Alfred
Nobel, Swedish inventor and philanthropist, to
honour outstanding contributions to peace and
humanitarian cooperation.

Administered By: Managed by the Norwegian
Nobel body

Committee, a five-member

appointed by the Parliament of Norway, distinct
from Sweden’s Nobel institutions.

Purpose: Awards individuals or
organisations advancing disarmament, peace
negotiations, democracy, human rights, and
a stable global order.

Expanded Focus: Now includes climate change,
environmental protection, and global justice as
integral to sustainable peace.

Prize Components: Laureates receive a gold
medal, diploma, and 11 million Swedish krona (=
US $1.2 million, 2025).

Venue: Presented in Oslo, Norway, the only
Nobel Prize awarded outside Sweden,
symbolising Norway’s neutral and humanitarian
tradition.

Global Significance: Remains the world’s most
peace

contemporary geopolitical and ethical realities.

prestigious honour, mirroring

US Presidents who won Nobel Peace Prize:

Theodore Roosevelt (1906): Mediated
the Russo—Japanese War settlement; first US
President to win the prize.

Woodrow Wilson (1919): Recognised for
ending World War | and founding the League
of Nations, precursor to the UN.

Jimmy Carter (2002): Cited for human-rights
mediation and the Camp David Accords, plus
global work via the Carter Center.

Vice President Al Gore (2007): Shared with
the IPCC for elevating climate changeas a
global peace and security issue.

Barack Obama (2009): Honoured for efforts
toward nuclear disarmament and renewed
international diplomacy; only US President

got awarded while in office.
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