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Dabang Delhi beat Puneri Paltan 31-28 to lift PKL title 

for the 2nd time :- 

Dabang Delhi clinched their second Pro Kabaddi League 

(PKL) title after a thrilling 31–28 victory over Puneri 

Paltan in the season finale. The closely contested match 

saw Delhi’s raiders and defenders working in tandem to 

edge past Pune in the final moments. This triumph marks 

Delhi’s return to championship form after their maiden 

win in 2021–22, solidifying their status as one of the top 

franchises in the league. The team’s captain and coach 

credited their strategic defense and calm composure 

under pressure for the win, while fans celebrated a 

memorable night of kabaddi excellence. 

 
Rohan Bopanna Retires at 45 After Illustrious Tennis 

Career :- 

Indian tennis player Rohan Bopanna announced his 

retirement at the age of 45, concluding a career spanning 

over two decades. Known for his achievements in 

doubles, Bopanna won the Australian Open doubles title 

in 2024, becoming the oldest men's Grand Slam 

champion. He also claimed the French Open mixed 

doubles title in 2017. Bopanna's career included 

representing India in the Davis Cup and winning gold at 

the Asian Games. He expressed pride in representing 

India, stating that every match was played for the 

country's flag. Bopanna's retirement marks the end of a 

remarkable journey in Indian tennis. 

 
New Zealand Clean Sweeps ODI Series Against England  

New Zealand clinched a 3-0 series victory against England 

in the ODI series, with a thrilling two-wicket win in the 

final match at Sky Stadium. England, batting first, posted 

a total of 222 runs, with Jamie Overton top-scoring with 

68. New Zealand's bowlers, led by Blair Tickner, 

restricted England's batting lineup. In response, New 

Zealand faced challenges but Daryl Mitchell's steady 

knock anchored the innings. Late contributions from 

skipper Mitchell Santner and Zak Foulkes sealed the win 

for New Zealand. This emphatic series victory highlights 

New Zealand's dominance in the ODI format. 

 
Asian Youth Games 2025: India achieves best-ever 

medal haul :- 

India's young athletes delivered a historic performance 

at the Asian Youth Games 2025 in Bahrain, securing a 

record 48 medals, including 13 golds. Prime Minister 

Modi lauded their determination and hard work, 

celebrating the achievement as a testament to India's 

growing prowess in international sports. This success 

underscores the potential of India's youth in global 

competitions and reflects the positive impact of 
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government initiatives in promoting sports. The Games' 

outcome is expected to inspire further investment in 

young athletes. 

 
India Celebrates 100 Years of Hockey with Centenary 

Events :- 

India marked the centenary of its hockey legacy with 

celebrations at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in 

New Delhi. The event highlighted a century of 

achievements, including Olympic successes, and 

featured an exhibition match and the launch of a 

commemorative book. Union Minister Dr. Mansukh 

Mandaviya praised the sport's historic contributions, 

while FIH President Dato Tayyab Ikram emphasized 

India's role in global hockey. The ceremony also honored 

legendary players and showcased the nation's 

commitment to the sport's future. 

 
World Champion Gukesh Exits Early from Chess World 

Cup :- 

In a surprising turn of events, world chess champion 

Gukesh Dommaraju was eliminated from the World Cup 

in the third round. The tournament, held in Goa, India, 

will end on November 27, with the top three finishers 

qualifying for the Candidates Tournament that decides 

Gukesh's challenger for the 2026 world title. The 

tournament has already seen the departure of several 

top players, including Anish Giri and Nodirbek 

Abdusattorov. Gukesh's early exit highlights the volatility 

and competitiveness of this year's championship. 

 
Akash Kumar Choudhary sets record in Ranji Trophy :- 

Meghalaya's Akash Kumar Choudhary set a new record 

in first-class cricket by hitting eight consecutive sixes and 

scoring an 11-ball fifty during a Ranji Trophy match. 

Despite being known as a fast bowler, his batting 

prowess stood out, joining the ranks of elite cricketers 

like Garry Sobers. His performance adds a new chapter 

to cricket history, showcasing exceptional talent in Indian 

domestic cricket. 

  
World Boxing Cup Finals Begin in Greater Noida :- 

India is set to host the World Boxing Cup Finals from 

today until the 20th of this month at the Shaheed Vijay 

Singh Pathik Sports Complex in Greater Noida. The 

matches will begin at 2:00 PM.This event is the final stage 

of the 2025 World Boxing Cup Series, after earlier stages 

in Brazil, Poland, and Kazakhstan. Around 130 boxers 

from 18 countries will compete, with the 8 best boxers 

of the year in each of the 20 categories taking part. The 

tournament will showcase high-intensity bouts as top 

contenders vie for year-end supremacy and ranking 

points. Hosting the finals underscores India’s growing 
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prominence in the global boxing landscape and its 

commitment to promoting elite international sporting 

events. 

 
India Announces Youth Athlete Excellence Plan Ahead 

of 2030 Global Games :-  

Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Dr. Mansukh 

Mandaviya extended his felicitations to young sporting 

talents on the eve of the fifth edition Khelo India 

University Games 2025 (KIUG), scheduled to commence 

in Rajasthan tomorrow. 

“The Khelo India University Games stand as a powerful 

celebration of India’s emerging sporting talent. This 

platform brings together the finest young athletes who 

exemplify dedication, discipline and the spirit of 

excellence. As India advances with renewed ambition 

towards the Asian Games 2026 and the Commonwealth 

Games ahead, these Games will play a pivotal role in 

shaping champions for the global stage,” said Dr. 

Mansukh Mandaviya. 

 
Ayush Shetty and Lakshya Sen Advance in Australian 

Open Super 500 :- 

Indian shuttlers Ayush Shetty and Lakshya Sen advanced 

to the quarterfinals of the Australian Open Super 500, 

setting up an all-Indian clash. Ayush defeated fourth seed 

Kodai Naraoka, while Lakshya overcame Chi Yu Jen. 

Senior players H.S. Prannoy and Kidambi Srikanth made 

early exits, but the men’s doubles team of Satwiksairaj 

Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty also reached the 

quarterfinals. The performance reflects India’s 

deepening strength in international badminton. 

 
Lakshya Sen Advances to Australian Open Semifinals :- 

Lakshya Sen reached the semifinals of the Australian 

Open Super 500, defeating fellow Indian Ayush Shetty. 

Sen's performance sets up a semifinal clash with Chou 

Tien Chen of Chinese Taipei. This achievement highlights 

Sen's consistent form and potential as a top contender in 

international badminton, reinforcing India's presence in 

the global sports arena. However, Men’s double pair of 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty was knocked 

out of the tournament after losing the quarterfinal 

match to Indonesian pair of Fajar Alfian and Muhammad 

Shohibul Fikri 19-21, 15-21. 

 
Rajasthan reveals full schedule for 5th Khelo India 

University Games starting November 24 :- 

The 5th edition of the Khelo India University Games, one 

of India’s largest university-level multi-sport events, will 

be hosted in Rajasthan from November 24 with events 

spread across Jaipur and other venues. The schedule 

includes major sports such as badminton, archery, and 

shooting, reflecting the state’s growing emphasis on 
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sports infrastructure and athlete development. This 

edition aims to promote grassroots talent and boost 

India’s performance pipeline for international 

competitions. The event also highlights the central 

government’s continued investment in the Khelo India 

initiative to strengthen youth sports culture across the 

country. 

 
Sultan Azlan Shah Cup: India Wins Opening Match 

Against Korea :- 

India's Men's Hockey Team began their Sultan Azlan Shah 

Cup campaign with a 1-0 victory over Korea in Malaysia. 

Mohammed Raheel's goal secured the win, marking a 

strong start for India in the tournament. Despite Korea's 

attempts to equalize, India's defense held firm, with 

standout performances from goalkeeper Mohith HS. The 

team next faces Belgium, with all matches broadcast live, 

showcasing India's robust hockey prowess on the 

international stage. 

 
Lakshya Sen Triumphs at Australian Open 2025 :- 

Lakshya Sen clinched the Australian Open 2025 men's 

singles title, defeating Japan's Yushi Tanaka in straight 

sets. The victory marks Sen's first BWF World Tour title 

of the year, showcasing his dominance on the court. 

Sen's performance in Sydney reflects his resilience and 

skill, setting the stage for further success in international 

badminton. His triumph adds to India's growing 

reputation in the sport. 

 
Dubai Run 2025 Sets Participation Record with Over 

300,000 Runners :- 

Dubai Run 2025 broke records with 307,000 participants, 

becoming the world's largest free community run. The 

event, part of the Dubai Fitness Challenge, transformed 

Sheikh Zayed Road into a massive track, featuring iconic 

landmarks like the Burj Khalifa. The run underscores 

Dubai's commitment to promoting fitness and 

community engagement, with plans for a yoga finale to 

conclude the month-long challenge. 

 
Cristiano Ronaldo Shines with Bicycle Kick Goal in Al 

Nassr Victory :- 

Cristiano Ronaldo scored an outstanding bicycle kick 

goal, leading Al Nassr to a 4-1 win over Al Khaleej in the 

Saudi Pro League. Ronaldo's performance, including a 

39th-minute goal, showcased his exceptional skill and 

contributed to Al Nassr's dominance in the league. His 

contribution solidifies his status as a key player in Saudi 

Arabian football. 
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India wins Blind Women’s T20 Cricket World Cup :- 

India’s victory in the 2025 Blind Women’s T20 Cricket 

World Cup stands out as a historic sporting milestone, 

highlighted by their commanding win over Nepal in the 

final. The championship match was played at the P. 

Saravanamuttu Stadium (P Sara Oval) in Colombo, where 

India showcased complete dominance. Nepal, batting 

first, posted 114/5 in their 20 overs, with Sarita Ghimire 

contributing a steady 35 off 38 balls. India’s bowlers 

maintained tight lines, restricting boundaries and 

preventing Nepal from accelerating late in the innings. 

 
Khelo India University Games Open in Jaipur :- 

The Khelo India University Games (KIUG) Rajasthan 2025 

commenced with a vibrant opening ceremony in Jaipur. 

Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma and Sports Minister 

Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the event, highlighting 

the significance of university sports in nurturing talent. 

Over 4,400 athletes from 222 universities will compete in 

23 medal events. The games aim to foster sports culture 

and provide a platform for young athletes to showcase 

their skills. The event reflects India's commitment to 

promoting sports at the grassroots level. 

 
Everton Secures First Win at Manchester United in 12 

Years :- 

Everton secured a 1-0 victory against Manchester United 

in a Premier League match, marking their first win at Old 

Trafford in 12 years. Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall's goal led 

Everton to triumph despite Idrissa Gueye's early red card 

for a slap on teammate Michael Keane. Everton's 

defense held strong against United's attack, with 

goalkeeper Jordan Pickford making crucial saves. The win 

lifts Everton above Liverpool in the standings, 

showcasing their resilience and strategic gameplay in a 

challenging away fixture. 

 
India to Host 2030 Commonwealth Games in 

Ahmedabad :- 

India has secured the hosting rights for the 2030 

Commonwealth Games, with Ahmedabad ratified as the 

venue. The decision was made at the Commonwealth 

Sport General Assembly in Glasgow. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi emphasized this as a milestone reflecting 

India's commitment to sports. This event will place India 

firmly on the global sporting map, providing an 

opportunity for athletes worldwide to compete and 

experience Indian culture. The Games will feature 
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numerous disciplines, promoting sports development 

and cultural exchange. 

 
India's Historic Performance at 2025 Asian Youth 

Games :- 

India's young athletes achieved a record-breaking 

performance at the 2025 Asian Youth Games, securing 48 

medals, including 13 Gold. This success reflects 

systematic improvements in youth sports infrastructure 

and athlete support. The achievements highlight India's 

growing strength in sports and the potential of young 

athletes to contribute to the nation's sporting future. 

 
PM Modi Lauds Indian Deaflympians for Historic Medal 

Haul at Tokyo 2025 :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated the Indian 

team for their outstanding performance at the Tokyo 

2025 Summer Deaflympics, where they secured a record-

breaking 20 medals, including nine golds. This 

achievement marks India's best-ever performance in the 

Deaflympics, showcasing the athletes' determination 

and dedication. Modi's acknowledgment highlights the 

significance of sports in promoting inclusivity and 

excellence on an international platform, inspiring future 

generations. 

17: State
 

 
Cyclone Montha Causes Extensive Damage in Andhra 

Pradesh :- 

Cyclone Montha has wreaked havoc in Andhra Pradesh, 

affecting nearly 18 lakh people and damaging crops over 

2.14 lakh acres. The cyclone caused significant 

destruction to 2,294 km of roads and led to the loss of 

two lives. The state government has sheltered over 1.16 

lakh people in relief camps and is working to restore 

power and road connectivity. Chief Minister N. 

Chandrababu Naidu conducted an aerial survey of the 

affected areas and assured quick distribution of essential 

supplies to those in rehabilitation centers. Rainfall has 

subsided, but officials continue to assess and address the 

damage. 

 
PM Modi Inaugurates Shanti Shikhar Meditation Centre 

in Chhattisgarh :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 'Shanti 

Shikhar' meditation centre in Nava Raipur, Chhattisgarh, 

established by the Brahma Kumaris. This spiritual hub 
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aims to promote global peace and harmony, reflecting 

India's commitment to sustainable development and 

harmonious living. The event coincided with 

Chhattisgarh's 25th foundation day celebrations, 

marking a milestone in the state's development journey. 

PM Modi acknowledged the Brahma Kumaris' 

contributions to India's spiritual landscape and stressed 

the importance of spiritual strength in societal progress. 

The centre is expected to serve as a beacon for global 

peace initiatives. 

 
PM Modi Addresses Chhattisgarh Rajat Mahotsav, 

Inaugurates ₹14,260 Crore Projects :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the 

Chhattisgarh Rajat Mahotsav, marking 25 years of the 

state's formation, and inaugurated projects worth over 

₹14,260 crore. These projects span across sectors like 

roads, power, healthcare, and industry, aimed at 

boosting Chhattisgarh's development. Highlighting 

infrastructure improvements, PM Modi noted the 

reduction in travel times and enhanced connectivity. He 

also announced new medical colleges and energy 

projects, emphasizing the government's commitment to 

honoring tribal heritage and reducing Maoist violence. 

This event underscores the government's efforts in 

transforming Chhattisgarh into a hub of progress and 

development. 

 

Jyotiraditya Scindia Lays Foundation for Sohra Tourism 

Circuit in Meghalaya :- 

Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia inaugurated the 

Integrated Sohra Circuit Development Project under the 

PM-DevINE scheme in Meghalaya. This initiative aims to 

position Sohra as a model for sustainable tourism, 

enhancing connectivity and local livelihoods. With 

investments exceeding ₹650 crore, the project features 

the Sohra Experience Centre, showcasing tribal heritage, 

and eco-tourism sites like Nohkalikai Falls. It is expected 

to boost tourism spending and create over 4,600 jobs. 

 
Assam CM Invites PM Modi for Guwahati Airport 

Terminal Inauguration :- 

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has 

extended a formal invitation to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi to inaugurate the new terminal of Guwahati's 

Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport and lay 

the foundation stone for the ₹10,601-crore Namrup 

Ammonia-Urea complex. These projects signify a 

transformative phase for Assam, enhancing connectivity 

and industrial growth in the Northeast. The state-of-the-

art airport terminal aims to handle over 1.3 crore 

passengers annually, easing congestion and positioning 

Guwahati as a major aviation hub. 
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Bihar Assembly Elections 2025 Phase-I Records Historic 

64.66% Voter Turnout :- 

The first phase of Bihar's Legislative Assembly elections 

concluded with a record voter turnout of 64.66%. The 

Election Commission's efforts, including 100% live 

webcasting and international observation, ensured 

transparency and efficiency. Voter-friendly initiatives, 

such as enhanced accessibility for persons with 

disabilities and redesigned voter slips, contributed to the 

electoral success. The high turnout reflects robust 

democratic engagement in India's electoral process. 

 
PM Modi Inaugurates Four New Vande Bharat Express 

Trains :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has flagged off four new 

Vande Bharat Express trains from Varanasi, marking a 

significant step in modernizing India's railway 

infrastructure. The new routes will enhance connectivity 

across key regions such as Banaras-Khajuraho and 

Lucknow-Saharanpur. With this addition, the network 

now boasts over 160 operational trains, promoting 

tourism and economic growth. The initiative aligns with 

India's mission to integrate cultural heritage with 

economic development, spotlighting the role of 

pilgrimage tourism in boosting local economies. 

 

PM Modi Launched ₹8,140 Crore Projects in 

Uttarakhand :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Dehradun to 

celebrate Uttarakhand's 25th anniversary and launched 

development projects worth over ₹8,140 crore. The 

initiatives span various sectors, including water supply, 

energy, and education, reflecting the government's 

commitment to regional development and economic 

growth. The visit underscores the significance of 

Uttarakhand's silver jubilee. 

 
Ayodhya prepares for Ram Temple 'Dhwaj' ceremony 

on November 25 :- 

Nripendra Mishra, Chairman of the Ram Janmabhoomi 

Temple Construction Committee, inspected Ayodhya's 

Ram Temple ahead of the 'Dhwaj' ceremony. Scheduled 

for November 25, the event will feature Prime Minister 

Modi. The temple construction is nearing completion, 

with significant infrastructure developments enhancing 

connectivity to key religious sites. The ceremony 

symbolizes the temple's readiness for devotees, marking 

a religious milestone. 

 
Mumbai Commemorates 26/11 Terror Attack 

Anniversary :- 
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Mumbai observed the anniversary of the 26/11 terror 

attacks, honoring the martyrs and victims of the tragic 

event. Ceremonies were held at significant sites, 

including the Gateway of India and the Mumbai Police 

Commissionerate. Leaders emphasized the bravery of 

security personnel who defended the city against the 

attacks. The commemoration underscored the nation's 

resolve to combat terrorism and remember the sacrifices 

made by those who lost their lives, reinforcing a 

commitment to national security and resilience. 

 
Cabinet Approves Railway Multi-Tracking Projects in 

Maharashtra and Gujarat :- 

The Indian government approved two railway multi-

tracking projects worth ₹2,781 crore to enhance 

connectivity in Maharashtra and Gujarat. These projects 

will expand the railway network by 224 km, improving 

operational efficiency and easing congestion. They are 

part of the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, aimed 

at boosting logistics and multimodal connectivity, 

ultimately benefiting millions of people by reducing 

travel time and supporting regional development. 

 

Foundation stone laid for banking and insurance 

headquarters in Amaravati :-  

The foundation stone for new banking and insurance 

headquarters in Amaravati represents a renewed push to 

establish the city as a major financial and administrative 

hub of Andhra Pradesh. The event saw senior leaders 

describe Amaravati as the “capital of gods,” highlighting 

its intended long-term vision. The new complex will 

house major financial institutions, cooperative banking 

networks, and insurance service centres, playing a role in 

decentralized development. After years of delay, this 

project aims to boost employment, attract investors, and 

accelerate development activities in the capital region. 

 
Cyclone Ditwah forms over Bay of Bengal after 

intensification :- 

The deep depression over the Bay of Bengal 

strengthening into Cyclone Ditwah puts several coastal 

states on alert. Meteorological forecasts indicate heavy 

rainfall, strong winds, and possible storm surges along 

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, and West Bengal coasts. The 

IMD has issued warnings for fishermen and activated 

early-warning systems. Authorities have prepared 

evacuation plans, activated disaster-response teams, 

and readied shelters in vulnerable districts. Cyclone 

Ditwah forms during an active cyclone season marked by 

quick intensification due to rising sea temperatures. The 

event highlights the increasing need for climate-resilient 

infrastructure and improved coastal preparedness 

mechanisms. 
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18: Summits & Conferences
  

 
 

Trump and Xi Jinping Aim to Ease US-China Trade 

Tensions :- 

US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi 

Jinping met in Busan, South Korea, aiming to ease trade 

tensions between the two largest economies. The 

meeting, held on the sidelines of the APEC summit, 

focused on resolving long-standing economic disputes, 

including tariffs and rare earth exports. Trump described 

Xi as a 'very tough negotiator' and hinted at reducing 

tariffs on Chinese goods in exchange for cooperation on 

fentanyl issues. The dialogue represents an opportunity 

to stabilize relations amid ongoing trade friction, with 

global markets closely watching for any signs of progress. 

 
India, New Zealand Begin Fourth Round of FTA Talks :- 

India and New Zealand have commenced the fourth 

round of negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement in 

Auckland. These discussions aim to fortify economic ties, 

focusing on trade in goods, services, and rules of origin. 

The FTA is expected to enhance market access and 

collaboration in sectors like technology and agriculture, 

reflecting renewed bilateral engagement. 

 
Union Minister Jitin Prasada Leads Delegation to India-

Romania Business Forum :- 

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Jitin 

Prasada led an Indian business delegation to the India-

Romania Business Forum in Brașov. The forum aimed to 

expand bilateral investment and industrial cooperation, 

focusing on sectors like automotive, aerospace, and 

defence. Prasada highlighted India's emergence as a fast-

growing economy and invited Romanian enterprises to 

participate in India's manufacturing and innovation 

ecosystem. The event featured MoU signings and 

matchmaking sessions, reaffirming the commitment to 

deepening trade and investment ties between India and 

Romania. 
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Piyush Goyal Holds High-Level Talks in Rotorua to 

Strengthen India–New Zealand Trade and Connectivity  

Union Minister Piyush Goyal's visit to New Zealand 

focused on enhancing trade, investment, and cultural 

exchanges. Discussions with Air New Zealand CEO and 

New Zealand's Trade Minister emphasized expanding 

aviation and tourism ties. The visit underscored India's 

commitment to deepening bilateral relations, with Goyal 

highlighting India's economic transformation and 

opportunities for collaboration in technology, 

agriculture, and sustainability. 

 
UN Chief Scolds Nations for Failing Climate Goals as 

Brazil Hosts COP30 Leaders' Summit :- 

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres criticized 

nations for failing to meet climate goals at the COP30 

summit in Brazil. Despite decades of negotiations, global 

warming continues to threaten irreversible damage. The 

summit highlights the urgent need for actionable 

measures to curb emissions and protect the planet. 

Guterres urged leaders to prioritize climate action over 

entrenched interests, calling for a collective commitment 

to environmental sustainability. 

 

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan's UAE Visit to Strengthen 

India-UAE Ties :- 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan is on a visit to the 

UAE, where he met Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al 

Nahyan to discuss strengthening bilateral relations. The 

discussions focused on enhancing cooperation across 

key sectors and expanding future partnerships. The UAE 

minister praised Indian entrepreneurs for their 

contributions to the UAE's economic growth. Vijayan's 

visit underscores the importance of the Indian diaspora 

and aims to boost cultural and economic ties between 

the two nations. 

 
Union Minister Inaugurates National Urban Conclave 

2025 :- 

Union Minister Manohar Lal inaugurated the National 

Urban Conclave 2025 in New Delhi, focusing on 

sustainable urban development. The event launched 

initiatives like the Dumpsite Remediation Accelerator 

Programme and the Urban Invest Window, aimed at 

enhancing urban infrastructure and governance. The 

conclave reflects India's commitment to creating cleaner 

and more livable cities. 
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Amit Shah inaugurates CoopKumbh 2025 in New Delhi  

Union Minister Amit Shah inaugurated CoopKumbh 

2025, themed 'Digitizing Dreams – Empowering 

Communities', in New Delhi. The international 

conference, organized by NAFCUB under the Union 

Ministry of Cooperation, aims to enhance financial 

inclusion through cooperative banking innovation. 

Global experts, including representatives from the World 

Council of Credit Unions, will share insights on 

sustainable banking practices. The event aligns with the 

International Year of Cooperatives 2025, highlighting 

cooperative finance's role in economic empowerment 

and digital innovation. 

 
President Murmu and Angola counterpart deepen 

cooperation :- 

President Droupadi Murmu, on a historic state visit to 

Angola, held talks with President João Lourenço to 

strengthen cooperation in sectors like energy and digital 

technologies. Two MoUs were signed, focusing on 

fisheries and consular matters. The visit marks 40 years 

of diplomatic relations, aiming to enhance trade and 

investment ties, and reflects India's commitment to 

sustainable development in Africa. 

 
PM Modi to attend G20 Summit in Brazil, visit Nigeria 

and Guyana :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a three-

nation journey from November 16 to 21, visiting Nigeria, 

Brazil, and Guyana to improve bilateral and multilateral 

ties. This tour will be historic, as PM Modi will be the first 

Indian Prime Minister to visit Nigeria in 17 years, and the 

first to conduct a state visit to Guyana since 1968. At the 

invitation of Nigerian President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, PM 

Modi will visit Nigeria from November 16-17, engaging in 

high-level talks to advance the strategic partnership 

established in 2007 between the two nations. 

 
Piyush Goyal launches 43rd India International Trade 

Fair in New Delhi :- 

The 43rd India International Trade Fair (IITF) has started 

at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. Union Commerce 

and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal launched the 14-day 

event. The theme for this year's fair is Viksit Bharat @ 

2047. This year's focus state is Jharkhand, and the 

partner states are Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.  This year, 11 

countries, including China, Egypt, Iran, South Korea, 

Thailand, Turkey, and the UAE, are taking part in this 

international event. The first five days of the fair till 18th 

November, will be open for business trade. Thereafter, it 

will be open to the general public till the 27th of 

November. 
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India to host the Global Big Cats Summit 2026 :- 

India has been selected to host the Global Big Cats 

Summit 2026, a major global event focused on 

conservation of big cats such as tigers, lions, leopards, 

snow leopards, and cheetahs. The summit is expected to 

bring together conservationists, governments, 

researchers, and wildlife organizations to formulate 

strategies for habitat protection, anti-poaching 

measures, and cross-border conservation collaborations. 

Hosting this summit showcases India’s leadership in 

wildlife conservation, especially given its successful tiger 

conservation model and ongoing efforts to protect 

endangered species. 

 
Geological Survey of India to hold international seminar 

in Jaipur for its 175th anniversary :- 

The Geological Survey of India (GSI), one of the country’s 

oldest scientific institutions, is organizing an 

international seminar in Jaipur to commemorate its 

175th anniversary. The event will bring geologists, 

researchers, policymakers, and global scientific 

institutions together to discuss mineral exploration, 

geoscience advancements, environmental challenges, 

and sustainable resource management. This milestone 

highlights GSI’s long-standing contribution to India’s 

mineral mapping, natural resource assessment, and 

scientific research. It also marks India’s expanding role in 

global geological studies and mining innovations. 

 
President Murmu Inaugurates Bharatiya Kala Mahotsav 

in Secunderabad :- 

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the second 

edition of Bharatiya Kala Mahotsav at Rashtrapati 

Nilayam, Secunderabad. The nine-day cultural festival 

showcases the rich heritage of western India, featuring 

handicrafts, dance, music, and regional cuisine. The 

event aims to connect citizens with India's diverse 

cultural traditions, encouraging respect and 

understanding across different regions. 
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EAM Jaishankar Discusses Ukraine Conflict with 

Ukrainian FM :- 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held talks with 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, focusing on the 

ongoing conflict with Russia. India reiterated its support 

for a peaceful resolution, emphasizing dialogue and 

diplomacy. This interaction is part of India's continued 

diplomatic efforts to engage with global conflicts, 

highlighting its role as a mediator and advocate for 

peace. The conversation also aligns with India's strategic 

interest in maintaining stability in the region, considering 

the broader geopolitical implications of the conflict. 

 
US, Ukraine, and European Officials Discuss Peace Plan 

in Geneva :- 

Top officials from the US, Ukraine, and European 

countries met in Geneva to discuss a US draft plan to end 

the Ukraine war. The plan includes territorial concessions 

and security guarantees for Ukraine. The discussions aim 

to finalize details before presenting them to President 

Zelenskiy and President Trump. This meeting signifies 

ongoing diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict, 

emphasizing the complexities of negotiating peace amid 

geopolitical tensions. The outcome could have significant 

implications for regional stability and international 

relations. 

 
PM Modi Highlights India–Japan Cooperation at G20 

Summit Meeting :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Japanese PM Sanae 

Takaichi at the G20 Summit, marking their first in-person 

meeting. They discussed enhancing bilateral cooperation 

in innovation, defence, and talent mobility. The leaders 

reaffirmed the India–Japan Special Strategic 

Partnership's importance for regional stability. PM Modi 

emphasized India's commitment to a free and open Indo-

Pacific, with discussions on AI and semiconductor 

cooperation reflecting shared strategic interests. 

 
PM Modi Participates in IBSA Leaders' Meeting, Calls for 

Reforms :- 

At the IBSA Leaders' Meeting in Johannesburg, PM Modi 

emphasized the need for global governance reforms, 

particularly in the UN Security Council. He highlighted 

the importance of IBSA countries in promoting human-

centric development and counter-terrorism 

cooperation. The meeting underscored India's 

commitment to multilateralism and South-South 

cooperation for sustainable growth. 
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India and UAE Strengthen Consular Cooperation, 

Enhance Visa and Legal Framework :- 

India and the UAE held their sixth Joint Committee 

meeting on Consular Affairs, reinforcing their bilateral 

partnership. The discussions focused on enhancing visa 

policies, mutual legal assistance, and consular access. 

This cooperation underscores the strong ties between 

the two nations, benefiting millions of Indians residing in 

the UAE and facilitating smoother diplomatic and legal 

processes. 

 
PM Modi attends 60th DGP/IGP Conference in Raipur :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s participation in the 60th 

DGP/IGP Conference in Raipur underscores the 

importance of national security, modern policing, and 

internal-security strategy. The conference gathers top 

police chiefs, IB officials, and central armed police forces 

to discuss issues such as left-wing extremism, counter-

terrorism, cybercrimes, AI-based policing, and border 

security. This year’s discussions also focus on women’s 

safety, forensic modernization, and disaster response 

frameworks. The event includes detailed presentations, 

scenario-based assessments, and inter-agency 

coordination strategies. Modi’s interaction with officers 

across ranks aims to strengthen a unified national 

security architecture and push reforms like the Bharatiya 

Nyaya Sanhita and improved police training standards. 

 
Vladimir Putin to visit India for 23rd India–Russia 

Annual Summit :- 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s scheduled visit to 

India on December 4–5 for the 23rd Annual Summit 

signals a significant moment in bilateral relations. The 

summit will review progress in defence cooperation, 

nuclear energy projects such as Kudankulam, joint space 

initiatives, and oil and gas supplies. Discussions are also 

expected on the Rupee–Ruble trade mechanism, 

expansion of the Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor, 

cooperation in the Arctic region, and long-term defence 

manufacturing under “Make in India.” Amid shifting 

global geopolitics, the meeting aims to reinforce India–

Russia strategic ties while adapting to new economic and 

security realities. 
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

1) Which city will host India’s first-ever 

international UCI 2.2 Stage Cycling Race? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Pune 

C) Hyderabad 

D) Delhi 

2) Which new feature did the Election Commission 

of India (ECI) introduce to improve voter assistance 

in October 2025? 

A) Voter ID home delivery 

B) Online voting 

C) Book-a-Call with BLO 

D) Voter awareness radio channel 

3) Who is the first Indian President to fly in both a 

Rafale and a Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jet? 

A) Pranab Mukherjee 

B) Ram Nath Kovind 

C) Droupadi Murmu 

D) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

4) Which two countries recently signed 

agreements to enhance cross-border electricity 

transmission and cooperation in hydropower? 

A) India and Bangladesh 

B) India and Nepal 

C) India and Bhutan 

D) India and Sri Lanka   

5) Who became the oldest Indian to top the ICC 

ODI batting rankings as of October 2025? 

A) Virat Kohli 

B) Rohit Sharma 

C) Shubman Gill 

D) Suryakumar Yadav  

6) Who has been appointed as the next Chief 

Justice of India, effective November 24, 2025? 

A) Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 

B) Justice B.R. Gavai 

C) Justice Surya Kant 

D) Justice N.V. Ramana 

7) What major curriculum change was announced 

by the Department of School Education and 

Literacy for all Indian schools from Class 3 

onwards? 

A) Financial Literacy 

B) Artificial Intelligence 

C) Environmental Science 

D) Classical Music 

8) Which Indian public sector company achieved a 

44% reduction in toll collection costs in FY 2024–

25? 

A) IRCTC 

B) NHAI 

C) BSNL 

D) GAIL 

9) Which Indian Union Minister inaugurated the 

National FPO Conclave 2025, urging farmers to 

become entrepreneurs? 

A) Narendra Singh Tomar 

B) Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

C) Piyush Goyal 

D) Nitin Gadkari   

10) What major initiative did the Ministry of 

Consumer Affairs announce to modernize 

verification of weights and measures? 

A) Digital Price Tagging 

B) Legal Metrology (GATC) Rule Amendments 

C) GST on Weighing Machines 

D) Centralized E-Marketplace  

11) Which technological advancements are central 

to UIDAI's 'Aadhaar Vision 2032' strategy for 

India's digital identity? 

A) Quantum Computing and Cloud Storage 

B) AI, Blockchain, and Quantum Technologies 

C) Big Data and 5G 

D) Internet of Things and Robotics 
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12) Which city will host the International Fleet 

Review, Exercise MILAN, and IONS Conclave 

simultaneously in 2026? 

A) Kochi 

B) Mumbai 

C) Visakhapatnam 

D) Chennai 

13) What is the main objective of the fully digital 

Marine Fisheries Census (MFC) 2025? 

A) Boost fish exports 

B) Geo-referenced real-time data collection 

C) Increase fish production quotas 

D) Promote inland fisheries only 

14) Which event marked the 150th anniversary of 

Arya Samaj and celebrated India’s Vedic identity in 

2025? 

A) Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

B) International Arya Mahasammelan 2025 

C) National Science Day 

D) Gyan Bharatam Mission   

15) Which initiative aims to upskill Indian technical 

talents in Artificial Intelligence as per the October 

2025 announcement? 

A) NPTEL AI Training 

B) AICTE-IBM AI Lab 

C) Digital India AI Bootcamp 

D) Skill India AI Hackathon  

16) Which city was recently designated as a 

UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy, becoming 

the second Indian city to receive this honour after 

Hyderabad? 

A) Varanasi 

B) Lucknow 

C) Ahmedabad 

D) Jaipur 

17) What major healthcare milestone did the 

Ayushman Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (AB-PMJAY) achieve as of October 2025? 

A) First Indian public health insurance scheme 

B) World's largest public healthcare scheme 

C) Covers only senior citizens 

D) Restricted to government hospitals 

18) Rohan Bopanna, who recently retired, 

achieved which remarkable tennis feat at age 44? 

A) Most singles Grand Slam titles by an Indian 

B) Oldest ATP Masters 1000 champion 

C) First Indian to win Olympic gold 

D) Youngest Davis Cup participant 

19) Which Indian campaign recently set three 

Guinness World Records for mass healthcare 

participation? 

A) Fit India Movement 

B) Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan 

C) Mission Indradhanush 

D) Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission   

20) Which Indian scheme, as reported in late 2025, 

has issued over 42 crore health cards and is part of 

a larger initiative for digital healthcare? 

A) National Digital Health Mission 

B) Ayushman Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana 

C) Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana 

D) Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana  

21) What is the main objective of the ₹1 Lakh Crore 

RDI Scheme Fund launched by the Indian 

government in November 2025? 

A) Boost agricultural subsidies 

B) Promote public healthcare 

C) Strengthen research, development, and innovation 

D) Support rural housing 

22) India recently launched which indigenous 

satellite to enhance the Navy’s space-based 

communications? 

A) GSAT-7A 

B) RISAT-2B 

C) GSAT-7R 

D) INSAT-4CR 

23) Which Indian women's sports team won its 

maiden World Cup title in November 2025? 

A) Hockey 
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B) Kabaddi 

C) Cricket 

D) Football 

24) Which Indian city hosted the National Fitness  

Wellness Conclave 2025, where Fit India Icons were 

honoured? 

A) Delhi 

B) Bangalore 

C) Mumbai 

D) Kolkata   

25) What is the main focus of the Integrated Sohra 

Tourism Circuit project launched in Meghalaya in 

November 2025? 

A) Religious tourism 

B) Eco and experiential tourism 

C) Medical tourism 

D) Sports tourism  

26) What is the main focus of NITI Aayog's new 

roadmap for Indian agriculture unveiled in 

November 2025? 

A) Expansion of traditional farming methods 

B) Leverage frontier technologies for transformation 

C) Increase agricultural subsidies 

D) Promote organic-only farming 

27) Which significant milestone did Israeli 

researchers at Yad Vashem announce in November 

2025 regarding Holocaust victims? 

A) Identification of all six million victims 

B) Discovery of new concentration camps 

C) Identification of five million victims' names 

D) Establishment of a new memorial in London  

28) What record did India’s GST collections achieve 

in October 2025? 

A) ₹1.25 lakh crore 

B) ₹1.50 lakh crore 

C) ₹1.95 lakh crore 

D) ₹2.10 lakh crore 

29) Who earned the Player of the Match award in 

the 2025 Women's ODI World Cup final? 

A) Harmanpreet Kaur 

B) Smriti Mandhana 

C) Shafali Verma 

D) Deepti Sharma   

30) Which historic religious event was celebrated 

at Takhat Sri Harmandir Ji Patna Sahib in 

November 2025? 

A) First International Sikh Conference 

B) Enshrinement of Holy Jore Sahib 

C) Guru Nanak Jayanti 

D) Restoration of Golden Temple  

31) Which Indian university achieved the highest 

position among Indian institutions in the QS World 

University Rankings 2026? 

A) IIT Bombay 

B) IIT Madras 

C) IIT Delhi 

D) IIT Kanpur 

32) What is the main objective of the Special 

Intensive Revision (SIR) Phase-II launched by the 

Election Commission of India in November 2025? 

A) Conducting assembly elections 

B) Updating and verifying electoral rolls 

C) Introducing EVMs in all states 

D) Implementing online voting  

33) Who represented India at the Bahrain 

Conference on International Dispute Resolution in 

November 2025? 

A) Dharmendra Pradhan 

B) Piyush Goyal 

C) Arjun Ram Meghwal 

D) Dr. Jitendra Singh 

34) What was the theme of the first International 

Sahodaya Conference held in Dubai in November 

2025? 

A) STEM Education for All 

B) Rooted in Wisdom, Rising with Vision 

C) Digital India: Global Outreach 

D) Innovate to Educate   
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35) Which major event did the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy schedule for November 11–12, 

2025, to promote clean energy? 

A) International Solar Expo 

B) Green Hydrogen Summit 

C) International Conference on Green Hydrogen 

D) Global Wind Energy Forum  

36) Which two Indian cooperatives secured the top 

global ranks in the ICA World Cooperative Monitor 

2025? 

A) NABARD and NAFED 

B) Amul and IFFCO 

C) Mother Dairy and KRIBHCO 

D) GCMMF and NCDC 

37) Which Indian state held its first phase of its 

Assembly elections in 121 constituencies on 

November 6, 2025? 

A) Uttar Pradesh 

B) West Bengal 

C) Bihar 

D) Madhya Pradesh 

38) Who was posthumously awarded the Padma 

Vibhushan in 2025 for her contributions to Indian 

folk music? 

A) Lata Mangeshkar 

B) Sharda Sinha 

C) Anuradha Paudwal 

D) Kavita Krishnamurthy 

39) Which Indian airport’s new terminal is set to be 

inaugurated by PM Modi to boost Northeast 

connectivity? 

A) Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport, 

Guwahati 

B) Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport, 

Kolkata 

C) Bir Tikendrajit International Airport, Imphal 

D) Dibrugarh Airport   

40) India recently signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to boost defence 

cooperation and technology sharing with which 

country? 

A) France 

B) Japan 

C) Israel 

D) Russia  

41) Who inaugurated the year-long 

commemoration of 150 years of ‘Vande Mataram’ 

on November 7, 2025? 

A) President Droupadi Murmu 

B) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

C) Union Home Minister Amit Shah 

D) Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy 

42) Which Indian Minister visited New Zealand in 

November 2025 to push bilateral trade talks? 

A) Dr. S. Jaishankar 

B) Piyush Goyal 

C) Nirmala Sitharaman 

D) Amit Shah 

43) Which Indian sports team met Prime Minister 

Modi after winning their first-ever ICC trophy in 

November 2025? 

A) Men’s Hockey Team 

B) Women’s Cricket Team 

C) Men’s Football Team 

D) Women’s Kabaddi Team 

44) According to the HSBC India Services PMI 

released in November 2025, what trend was 

observed in India’s services sector? 

A) Sector contracted significantly 

B) Growth accelerated to record high 

C) Growth moderated but remained strong 

D) No change observed   

45) Which city’s ghats were famously illuminated 

during Dev Deepawali celebrations in November 

2025? 

A) Haridwar 

B) Varanasi 

C) Prayagraj 

D) Ayodhya  
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46) Which Indian state recently recorded its 

highest ever voter turnout in Assembly elections, 

marking a historic 64.66% participation in Phase-I 

of polling? 

A) Uttar Pradesh 

B) Bihar 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) West Bengal 

47) Which international body confirmed war 

crimes charges against Ugandan warlord Joseph 

Kony in November 2025? 

A) United Nations Security Council 

B) International Court of Justice 

C) International Criminal Court 

D) African Union Tribunal 

48) India and which European country agreed in 

2025 to deepen cooperation in space, science, and 

technology, especially to help Indian space start-

ups access European markets? 

A) France 

B) Germany 

C) Luxembourg 

D) Sweden 

49) Who will inaugurate the 18th Urban Mobility 

India Conference and Exhibition 2025 in Gurugram, 

focusing on sustainable urban transport? 

A) Nitin Gadkari 

B) Manohar Lal 

C) Ashwini Vaishnaw 

D) Amit Shah   

50) Which summit, hosted by Brazil in 2025, saw 

the UN Secretary-General criticize nations for 

failing to limit global warming to 1.5°C? 

A) G20 Summit 

B) COP30 Leaders’ Summit 

C) World Economic Forum 

D) BRICS Summit  

51) Which city recently hosted the first BIMSTEC-

India Marine Research Network (BIMReN) 

Conference to promote blue economy 

cooperation? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Kochi 

C) Chennai 

D) Dhaka 

52) The FAO Food Price Index in October 2025 

indicated which of the following trends? 

A) Food prices reached a historic high 

B) Prices remained unchanged from September 2025 

C) Food prices fell for the second consecutive month 

D) Food prices rose due to sugar shortage 

53) Which commodity experienced the steepest 

price drop in the FAO Food Price Index for October 

2025? 

A) Sugar 

B) Vegetable oils 

C) Meat 

D) Dairy 

54) According to the FAO, what is the projected 

world cereal production for 2025? 

A) 2.990 billion metric tons 

B) 2.500 billion metric tons 

C) 3.200 billion metric tons 

D) 2.200 billion metric tons   

55) Who composed the national song 'Vande 

Mataram'? 

A) Rabindranath Tagore 

B) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

C) Sarojini Naidu 

D) Subramania Bharati  

56) Which institution's pharmacology laboratory 

recently achieved triple ISO certification from the 

Bureau of Indian Standards, setting a new global 

quality benchmark in Ayurveda research? 

A) Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy 

B) All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) 

C) National Institute of Siddha 

D) Ayurveda Research Institute, Pune 
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57) Which major initiative was launched at the 

National Urban Conclave 2025 to accelerate 

remediation of dumpsites across urban India? 

A) Smart City Mission 

B) Urban Green Plan 

C) Dumpsite Remediation Accelerator Programme 

(DRAP) 

D) Solid Waste Management Drive  

58) Which region is expected to face life-

threatening storm surges due to Typhoon Fung-

wong, as per recent warnings? 

A) Japan 

B) Philippines 

C) Vietnam 

D) Thailand 

59) Which team won the recently concluded T20 

cricket series after the final match in Brisbane was 

washed out? 

A) Australia 

B) England 

C) India 

D) South Africa   

60) As of November 2025, how many citizens have 

benefited from free legal aid and advice under 

India's Legal Services Authorities in the past three 

years? 

A) Over 44 lakh 

B) Over 1 crore 

C) Over 12 lakh 

D) Over 50 crore  

61) Which city will host the Indian Navy's grand 

Operational Demonstration for Navy Day 2025? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Thiruvananthapuram 

C) Visakhapatnam 

D) Puri 

62) Which Indian city recently hosted the National 

Urban Conclave 2025, focusing on sustainable 

urban development? 

A) Mumbai 

B) New Delhi 

C) Hyderabad 

D) Bengaluru 

63) What significant milestone did Uttarakhand 

mark on November 9, 2025? 

A) 50 years of statehood 

B) 25 years of statehood (Silver Jubilee) 

C) 10 years of statehood 

D) 100 years of Devbhoomi movement 

64) Which fast-growing Indian train service crossed 

160 operational routes after new launches by PM 

Modi in Varanasi? 

A) Rajdhani Express 

B) Shatabdi Express 

C) Vande Bharat Express 

D) Gatimaan Express   

65) What is the main aim of India's new 'Access 

Pass' system under the EEZ Rules for fishing 

vessels? 

A) Allow foreign vessels 

B) Exempt motorized crafts 

C) Digitally regulate mechanized and large motorized 

vessels 

D) Promote LED fishing  

66) Who became the first Indian to win an 

individual gold in men’s 10m air pistol at the ISSF 

World Championships in Cairo in 2025? 

A) Varun Tomar 

B) Abhinav Bindra 

C) Samrat Rana 

D) Shiva Narwal 

67) Which country is set to host the COP32 climate 

summit in 2027? 

A) Nigeria 

B) Australia 

C) Ethiopia 

D) Brazil 

68) Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s November 

2025 visit to Bhutan included the inauguration of 

which major project? 
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A) Mangdechhu Hydropower Project 

B) Punakha Dzong Restoration 

C) Punatsangchhu-II Hydropower Project 

D) Paro International Airport Expansion 

69) Who won the 2025 Booker Prize for Fiction for 

the novel ‘Flesh’? 

A) Roddy Doyle 

B) Damon Galgut 

C) David Szalay 

D) Salman Rushdie   

70) Which Indian city hosted the 11th edition of 

the India–Sri Lanka joint military exercise ‘Mitra 

Shakti’ in November 2025? 

A) Chennai 

B) Belagavi 

C) Kolkata 

D) Jodhpur  

71) The sports ministry has replaced the Dhyan 

Chand Award for lifetime achievement with which 

of the following awards? 

A) Arjuna Award Lifetime  

B) Dronacharya Lifetime Award 

C) Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 

D) Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar 

72) When the ‘International Day for Preventing the 

Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed 

Conflict’ was observed? 

A) 03 November 

B) 04 November 

C) 05 November 

D) 06 November 

73) Gulfood Manufacturing and GulfHost 2024, the 

world's largest food and beverage industry event 

was held at __________________. 

A) Dubai 

B) Jeddah 

C) Kuwait 

D) Sharjah 

74) A book titled ‘Speaking with Nature: The 

Origins of Indian Environmentalism’ was authored 

by which of the following author? 

A) Arundhati Roy 

B) Ramchandra Guha 

C) Shriram Chaulia 

D) None of the above 

75) World's first wooden satellite ‘LignoSat’ was 

launched by which of the following country? 

A) China 

B) Japan 

C) Russia  

D) Singapore 

76) Who is the Chairman of the 16th Finance 
Commission that submitted its report for the 
period 2026–31? 
A) Dr. Raghuram Rajan 
B) Dr. Arvind Panagariya 
C) Dr. Bibek Debroy 
D) Dr. Subramanian Swamy 

77) Which country signed a deal to obtain 100 
French-made Rafale warplanes in November 2025? 
A) India 
B) Bangladesh 
C) Ukraine 
D) Egypt 

78) What is the main objective of the revised 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) policy for rabi crops 

for 2026–27? 

A) To reduce foodgrain procurement 

B) To ensure MSP at least 1.5 times cost of production 

C) To limit MSP only to wheat 

D) To decrease farmers' income 

79) Who was arrested by the NIA in connection 

with the November 10, 2025, Delhi car bombing 

case? 

A) Umar Khalid 

B) Jasir Bilal Wani 

C) Kabir Dutta 

D) Ritvik Pandey   
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80) What was the Indian Army Chief’s main 

message regarding talks with Pakistan after the 

Delhi blast? 

A) Talks should continue regardless of terror 

B) Talks and terror cannot go together 

C) Immediate ceasefire is necessary 

D) India will withdraw forces  

81) What milestone did India achieve at the Asian 

Archery Championships 2025? 

A) Won its first team medal 

B) Secured medals only in compound events 

C) Achieved its best-ever performance with 10 medals 

D) Hosted the event for the first time 

82) Who is the Chairman of the 16th Finance 

Commission, which recently submitted its report 

for 2026–31? 

A) Dr. Ritvik Pandey 

B) Dr. Saurabh Garg 

C) Dr. Arvind Panagariya 

D) Rajiv Ranjan Singh 

83) Which Indian government portal was 

highlighted for digitizing social security services at 

IITF 2025? 

A) BHIM UPI 

B) DigiLocker 

C) EPFO Unified Portal 

D) Aadhaar Portal 

84) What is the main focus of the proposed India-

US Bilateral Trade Agreement’s first tranche? 

A) Technology transfers 

B) Reciprocal tariff issues 

C) Defense cooperation 

D) Tourism exchange   

85) Which sector saw the highest margin over cost 

of production in the revised MSP for Rabi 

Marketing Season 2026–27? 

A) Barley 

B) Wheat 

C) Pulses 

D) Oilseeds  

86) What is a major focus of India’s new Digital 

Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules, 2025? 

A) Centralized biometric database 

B) Mandatory data localization for all companies 

C) Citizen-first data privacy with enforceable rights 

D) National surveillance program 

87) Under the Electronics Components 

Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS) approved in 

November 2025, which product will India 

manufacture for the first time? 

A) Semiconductor wafers 

B) Copper Clad Laminates (CCL) 

C) Solar panels 

D) Microprocessors 

88) What significant action did the UN Security 

Council take regarding Gaza in November 2025? 

A) Imposed economic sanctions on Israel 

B) Authorized an international stabilization force for 

Gaza 

C) Rejected the US peace plan 

D) Recognized Hamas as Gaza's government 

89) What new feature does the National Industrial 

Classification (NIC) 2025 introduce? 

A) Four-digit code structure 

B) Seven-digit sector codes 

C) Six-digit code structure for finer classification 

D) Color-based sector labeling   

90) Which country did the UN Secretary-General 

criticize for imposing a death penalty on its former 

Prime Minister in November 2025? 

A) Pakistan 

B) Bangladesh 

C) Myanmar 

D) Sri Lanka  

91) Which rare-earth compound was recently 

found to exhibit ‘orbital-driven’ magnetism, 

promising advances in quantum technology? 

A) Samarium Cobalt 

B) Neodymium Nitride 

C) Lanthanum Aluminate 
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D) Cerium Oxide 

92) Which two Indian cities recently saw the 

inauguration of new Indian Consulates General in 

Russia? 

A) Moscow and St. Petersburg 

B) Sochi and Vladivostok 

C) Kazan and Yekaterinburg 

D) Novosibirsk and Ufa 

93) Which two African countries will co-host the 

ICC U19 Men’s Cricket World Cup 2026? 

A) South Africa and Kenya 

B) Zimbabwe and Namibia 

C) Nigeria and Ghana 

D) Ethiopia and Uganda 

94) Which Indian city is set to host the main 

celebration for World Fisheries Day 2025? 

A) Kochi 

B) Chennai 

C) New Delhi 

D) Mumbai   

95) Which Indian hospital signed an MoU with the 

Central Ayurveda Research Institute to develop 

menopause care protocols? 

A) AIIMS Delhi 

B) Safdarjung Hospital 

C) PGIMER Chandigarh 

D) Apollo Hospital  

96) Which scheme recently saw its 21st instalment 

released by PM Modi, transferring ₹18,000 crore to 

nearly 9 crore farmers? 

A) PM-Fasal Bima Yojana 

B) PM-KISAN 

C) PM-Krishi Sinchai Yojana 

D) PM-Garib Kalyan Yojana 

97) What major breakthrough did Indian scientists 

at JNCASR achieve regarding magnetism in 2025? 

A) Discovery of room-temperature superconductivity 

B) First orbital-driven ferromagnetism in NdN 

C) Development of magneto-optic cables 

D) Creation of artificial magnetic monopoles 

98) Which UN Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) is directly related to India’s achievements 

highlighted on World Toilet Day 2025? 

A) SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

B) SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being 

C) SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 

D) SDG 11: Sustainable Cities 

99) Which Indian minister inaugurated two new 

consulates in Russia in November 2025? 

A) Rajnath Singh 

B) Nirmala Sitharaman 

C) S. Jaishankar 

D) Smriti Irani   

100) Which Tennis will be inducted into the 

International Tennis Hall of Fame in August 2026? 

A) Rafael Nadal 

B) Novak Djokovic 

C) Roger Federer 

D) Andy Murray  

101) Which major reform did the Government of 

India implement on November 21, 2025, 

overhauling 29 existing laws? 

A) GST Amendment Act 

B) Four Labour Codes 

C) Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

D) Digital India Act 

102) Who chaired the 11th pre-budget 

consultation meeting with infrastructure and 

energy sector experts for Union Budget 2026–27? 

A) Amit Shah 

B) Nirmala Sitharaman 

C) Narendra Modi 

D) Ajay Seth 

103) Which index indicated that India’s private 

sector growth expanded in November 2025, albeit 

at a slower pace? 

A) Nifty 50 

B) Composite Output Index 

C) Sensex 

D) Business Confidence Index 
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104) Which sector was the only one to end in 

positive territory in Indian markets on November 

21, 2025? 

A) PSU Bank 

B) Realty 

C) Metal 

D) FMCG   

105) At the 56th International Film Festival of India 

(IFFI) in 2025, what notable theme was highlighted 

in the Masterclass Series? 

A) Rural Cinema 

B) Artificial Intelligence and Sustainability 

C) Horror Films 

D) Bollywood Musicals  

106) Which Indian pilot tragically lost his life during 

an aerial display at the Dubai Air Show 2025 

involving the Tejas aircraft? 

A) Wing Commander Namansh Syal 

B) Squadron Leader Abhinav Sharma 

C) Flight Lieutenant Rakesh Kumar 

D) Air Marshal Vivek Singh 

107) According to the latest SBI Research report, 

what is India's projected Current Account Deficit 

(CAD) as a percentage of GDP for FY26? 

A) 0.5–0.7% 

B) 1–1.3% 

C) 2–2.5% 

D) 3–3.5% 

108) Which Indian cabinet portfolio was handed 

over to the BJP for the first time since 2005 in Bihar, 

following the recent expansion? 

A) Finance 

B) Home 

C) Education 

D) Health 

109) Which Minister recently visited Israel to 

explore mobility technology and sustainable 

agriculture for potential implementation in India? 

A) Nirmala Sitharaman 

B) Narendra Modi 

C) Piyush Goyal 

D) Amit Shah   

110) Which initiative did the Inland Waterways 

Authority of India (IWAI) launch with multiple 

MoUs worth ₹3,000 crore for the Northeast? 

A) National Water Mission 

B) River Cleaning Project 

C) Cargo and Water Metro Development 

D) Namami Gange  

111) Which significant labour reform replaced 29 

existing Central labour laws in India on November 

21, 2025? 

A) Minimum Wages (Amendment) Act 

B) Four Labour Codes 

C) New Industrial Policy 

D) Skill India Act 

112) Who chaired the 11th Pre-Budget 

Consultation with infrastructure and energy sector 

experts for the Union Budget 2026–27? 

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

B) Nirmala Sitharaman 

C) Amit Shah 

D) Piyush Goyal 

113) What is the main objective of the Creative 

Minds of Tomorrow (CMOT) initiative at IFFI 2025? 

A) Promote Indian animation abroad 

B) Identify and nurture young filmmaking talent 

C) Showcase only women filmmakers 

D) Award lifetime achievement in cinema 

114) Which theme has South Africa adopted for its 

G20 Presidency in 2025? 

A) Digital India for Growth 

B) One Earth, One Family, One Future 

C) Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability 

D) Climate Action and Finance   

115) Which Indian city is hosting the 56th 

International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in 

November 2025? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Panaji (Goa) 
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C) Hyderabad 

D) Chennai  

116) Which significant reform was implemented in 

India on November 21, 2025, regarding workers' 

rights? 

A) Introduction of a 6-day work week 

B) Legal recognition of gig and platform workers 

C) Abolition of minimum wages 

D) Privatization of social security 

117) Who has been entrusted with the Home 

Department portfolio in Bihar's 2025 cabinet 

expansion? 

A) Nitish Kumar 

B) Samrat Choudhary 

C) Vijay Kumar Sinha 

D) Mangal Pandey 

118) What major initiative did the Inland 

Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) announce 

during India Maritime Week 2025? 

A) MoUs worth ₹3,000 crore for Northeast inland 

waterways 

B) Railway electrification in Assam 

C) Construction of new coastal ports 

D) Launch of a new shipping corporation 

119) Which Indian fighter jet crashed at the Dubai 

Airshow in November 2025? 

A) Rafale 

B) MiG-29 

C) Tejas 

D) Sukhoi Su-30MKI   

120) Who inaugurated the second edition of the 

Bharatiya Kala Mahotsav at Rashtrapati Nilayam in 

2025? 

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

B) Union Culture Minister 

C) President Droupadi Murmu 

D) Governor of Telangana  

121) Which three countries launched the ACITI 

Partnership during the G20 Summit in 

Johannesburg to boost cooperation in technology 

and innovation? 

A) India, UK, South Africa 

B) India, Australia, Canada 

C) India, France, Brazil 

D) India, Japan, Singapore 

122) During the G20 Summit, which of the 

following initiatives was proposed by PM Modi to 

promote inclusive and sustainable growth? 

A) Global Traditional Knowledge Repository 

B) Global Solar Alliance 

C) Digital India Campaign 

D) Clean Ganga Mission 

123) Which sector contributed the most to Indian 

Railways' achievement of over 1 billion tonne 

freight loading in FY25-26? 

A) Fertilisers 

B) Coal 

C) Container Traffic 

D) Foodgrains 

124) Which country was officially declared polio-

free by the WHO in November 2025 after a 

successful nationwide vaccination campaign? 

A) Bangladesh 

B) Indonesia 

C) Philippines 

D) Thailand   

125) What key area is the India–UK Comprehensive 

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), signed in 

2025, primarily expected to boost? 

A) Defence manufacturing 

B) Bilateral trade and investment 

C) Space exploration 

D) Tourism only  

126) Who was confirmed as the new president of 

World Boxing in November 2025? 

A) Boris van der Vorst 

B) Gennady Golovkin 

C) Mark Carney 

D) Lee Jae Myung 
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127) Which Indian shuttler won the Australian 

Open 2025 men’s singles title? 

A) Kidambi Srikanth 

B) HS Prannoy 

C) Lakshya Sen 

D) Ayush Shetty 

128) Which major international event did Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi attend in Johannesburg in 

November 2025? 

A) COP30 Summit 

B) G7 Summit 

C) G20 Leaders’ Summit 

D) BRICS Summit 

129) Which event in Dubai set a new participation 

record in November 2025? 

A) Dubai Marathon 

B) Dubai Run 2025 

C) Dubai Yoga Day 

D) Dubai Cycling Challenge   

130) Which Indian film festival recently featured 

the films ‘Nilgiris: A Shared Wilderness’, ‘Mukkam 

Post Bombilwadi’, and ‘Sikaar’? 

A) Mumbai Film Festival 

B) International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 

C) Kolkata International Film Festival 

D) Chennai Film Festival  

131) Which two countries recently held the 13th 

Joint Military Cooperation Committee (JMCC) 

meeting to strengthen defence ties in New Delhi? 

A) India and Saudi Arabia 

B) India and Oman 

C) India and UAE 

D) India and Egypt 

132) As of November 21, 2025, what was the total 

Rabi sowing coverage in India according to the 

Ministry of Agriculture? 

A) 128 lakh hectares 

B) 272 lakh hectares 

C) 306 lakh hectares 

D) 410 lakh hectares 

133) Which country did the Indian women’s 

Kabaddi team defeat in the final to win the 2025 

Kabaddi World Cup? 

A) Iran 

B) Bangladesh 

C) Chinese Taipei 

D) Sri Lanka 

134) Which precision-guided weapon system will 

be jointly manufactured in India by BEL and 

France’s Safran? 

A) SCALP 

B) HAMMER 

C) Meteor 

D) Exocet   

135) Who was the Chief Guest at the national 

conference marking the finale of Samvidhan @75 

on November 26, 2025? 

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

B) President Droupadi Murmu 

C) Former Chief Justice B. R. Gavai 

D) Minister of Social Justice  Empowerment  

136) Which event marked the 76th anniversary of 

the adoption of the Constitution of India on 

November 26, 2025? 

A) Republic Day Parade 

B) Constitution Day celebrations at Samvidhan Sadan 

C) Gandhi Jayanti March 

D) Legal Awareness Week 

137) What significant trade negotiation did India 

announce it would begin with the Eurasian 

Economic Union (EAEU) in November 2025? 

A) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

B) Free Trade Agreement 

C) Preferential Tariff Agreement 

D) Currency Swap Pact 

138) Which private Indian company unveiled its 

first orbital rocket, Vikram-I, at the new Infinity 

Campus in November 2025? 

A) ISRO 

B) Pixxel 
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C) Skyroot Aerospace 

D) Agnikul Cosmos 

139) Which Indian state recently introduced a bill 

to prohibit polygamy and tabled reports on the 

1983 violence, including the Nellie massacre? 

A) Kerala 

B) Assam 

C) West Bengal 

D) Uttar Pradesh   

140) Who was honored with a special tribute at the 

56th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in 

November 2025? 

A) Amitabh Bachchan 

B) Dharmendra 

C) Rajesh Khanna 

D) Dilip Kumar  

141) What is the main objective of the recently 

approved ₹7,280-crore scheme by the Union 

Cabinet related to Rare Earth Permanent Magnets 

(REPM)? 

A) Boost agricultural exports 

B) Enhance textile production 

C) Promote domestic manufacturing of REPM 

D) Subsidize electric vehicle sales 

142) According to the first advanced estimates 

released in November 2025, what is India’s 

projected total kharif foodgrain output for the 

year? 

A) 125 million tonnes 

B) 150 million tonnes 

C) 173.33 million tonnes 

D) 200 million tonnes 

143) What was the key focus of the multi-tracking 

railway projects approved by the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs in Maharashtra 

and Gujarat? 

A) Enhancing rail capacity and connectivity 

B) Promoting luxury trains 

C) Developing high-speed metro 

D) Constructing new airports 

144) What significant move did UIDAI make in 

November 2025 regarding Aadhaar numbers? 

A) Issued new Aadhaar cards to all citizens 

B) Merged Aadhaar with voter ID 

C) Deactivated over 2 crore Aadhaar numbers of 

deceased individuals 

D) Made Aadhaar mandatory for bank accounts   

145) Which campaign was launched as Nayi Chetna 

4.0 to promote gender equality and women’s 

empowerment in rural India? 

A) Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 

B) Nayi Chetna – Initiative for Change 

C) Mahila Shakti Abhiyan 

D) Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana  

146) Which Indian city has been ratified as the 

venue for the 2030 Commonwealth Games? 

A) Delhi 

B) Ahmedabad 

C) Mumbai 

D) Bangalore 

147) Who will assume the Chairship of 

International IDEA for 2026? 

A) Piyush Goyal 

B) Gyanesh Kumar 

C) Rajesh Agrawal 

D) Arun Kumar Chatterjee  

148) On which date did Sensex cross the 86,000 

mark for the first time? 

A) November 26, 2025 

B) September 27, 2024 

C) November 27, 2025 

D) October 10, 2025 

149) What is the main objective of India's National 

Green Hydrogen Mission by 2030? 

A) Produce green hydrogen at $4.5/kg 

B) Reduce green hydrogen cost to $1/kg 

C) Export green hydrogen only 

D) Ban fossil fuels   

150) What major technological feature was 

introduced at the 56th International Film Festival 

of India (IFFI)? 
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A) Drone-based live streaming 

B) CineDubs multilingual audio app 

C) Virtual Reality screenings 

D) Blockchain ticketing  

 

ANSWERS 
 

1) Correct Answer: B 
The ‘Pune Grand Tour 2026’ will be held in Pune. The 

event is a major initiative to boost sports tourism and the 

Fit India movement in line with national health and 

sustainability goals. Its launch marks Pune’s growing 

reputation as India’s 'City of Cycles.' This event is 

expected to drive fitness, tourism, and economic growth 

in Maharashtra and India. 

2) Correct Answer: C 
The ECI activated the ‘Book-a-Call with BLO’ feature in 

October 2025. This digital initiative lets voters connect 

directly with Booth Level Officers for assistance. It 

enhances voter services, transparency, and grievance 

redressal, reflecting ECI’s commitment to accessible and 

efficient electoral processes nationwide. 

3) Correct Answer: C 
President Droupadi Murmu became the first Indian 

President to fly in both a Rafale and a Sukhoi-30 MKI, 

with her Rafale sortie at Ambala. This reflects her role as 

Supreme Commander and symbolizes India’s advanced 

defense capabilities and women’s growing role in 

national leadership. 

4) Correct Answer: B 
India and Nepal signed new agreements on October 29, 

2025, to develop cross-border transmission lines and 

boost hydropower cooperation. This strengthens 

regional grid stability and economic ties, supporting 

clean energy exchange and sustainable growth for both 

nations. 

5) Correct Answer: B 
Rohit Sharma, aged 38, became the oldest Indian to claim 

the No. 1 spot in ICC Men’s ODI batting rankings in 

October 2025. His unbeaten century against Australia 

propelled him to this position. This achievement 

underlines his longevity and consistency in international 

cricket. 

6) Correct Answer: C 
Justice Surya Kant has been appointed as the 53rd Chief 

Justice of India, effective from November 24, 2025. His 

appointment follows the retirement of Chief Justice B.R. 

Gavai. Justice Kant has served in several key judicial roles 

including Chief Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court. 

This transition ensures continuity and leadership in the 

Indian judiciary. 

7) Correct Answer: B 
A new curriculum on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 

Computational Thinking will be introduced for all 

students from Class 3 onwards. This initiative, aligned 

with NEP 2020, begins in the 2026–27 academic session. 

It aims to equip students with essential 21st-century 

skills. This marks a transformative step in India’s school 

education system. 

8) Correct Answer: B 
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) reduced 

toll collection costs by ₹2,062 crore, from ₹4,736 crore to 

₹2,674 crore, a 44% drop in FY 2024–25. This was 

achieved through contract reforms and operational 

efficiency. NHAI’s efforts improved transparency and 

financial performance. It sets a benchmark for public 

sector efficiency in India. 

9) Correct Answer: B 
Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan inaugurated the 

National FPO Conclave 2025 in Delhi. He encouraged 

farmers and FPOs to transition into entrepreneurial roles 

for higher incomes. The event focused on integrated 

farming, value addition, and digital innovation. This 

supports inclusive and sustainable growth in India's 

agricultural sector. 

10) Correct Answer: B 
The Ministry notified amendments to the Legal 

Metrology (Government Approved Test Centre) Rules, 

2013, expanding the scope of GATCs and verification 
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categories. These changes enhance accuracy, 

transparency, and fairness in trade. It empowers both 

consumers and industry. The reform aligns India's 

measurement verification with international standards. 

11) Correct Answer: B 
Aadhaar Vision 2032 targets AI, Blockchain, and 

Quantum technologies. UIDAI launched this framework 

in October 2025 to future-proof Aadhaar. The approach 

will enhance security, scalability, and privacy. This 

initiative is crucial for India’s leadership in digital 

governance and data protection. 

12) Correct Answer: C 
Visakhapatnam will host these major maritime events in 

February 2026. This marks the first time all three are held 

together. The convergence underlines India's naval 

diplomacy and maritime leadership. Such gatherings 

boost India's role as a preferred security partner in the 

region. 

13) Correct Answer: B 
MFC 2025 aims for geo-referenced, real-time data 

collection. The digital overhaul replaces traditional paper 

methods. This enhances accuracy and efficiency for 1.2 

million fisher households. The data supports evidence-

based planning and climate-resilient coastal 

development. 

14) Correct Answer: B 
International Arya Mahasammelan 2025 was held in New 

Delhi. PM Modi highlighted Arya Samaj’s role in cultural 

and spiritual reform. The event also commemorated 

Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati’s bicentenary. It 

reinforces the link between Vedic heritage and India’s 

progress. 

15) Correct Answer: B 
The AICTE-IBM AI Lab was announced in October 2025. It 

is set up at AICTE HQ to train students and faculty in AI 

and data science. The partnership bridges academia and 

industry needs. This supports India’s push for a future-

ready technical workforce. 

16) Correct Answer: B 
Lucknow was named a UNESCO Creative City of 

Gastronomy on October 31, 2025. The recognition 

highlights its historic Awadhi cuisine and culinary 

innovation. This makes Lucknow only the second Indian 

city to join the gastronomy category, after Hyderabad. 

The status boosts Lucknow’s global cultural profile and 

enhances opportunities for tourism and heritage 

conservation. 

17) Correct Answer: B 
Ayushman Bharat–PMJAY has become the world’s 

largest public healthcare scheme as of October 2025. It 

offers ₹5 lakh insurance per family yearly, covering over 

12 crore families. Over 42 crore Ayushman cards have 

been issued, with 33,000+ empanelled hospitals. This has 

significantly improved healthcare access for India’s 

vulnerable populations. 

18) Correct Answer: B 
Rohan Bopanna became the oldest ATP Masters 1000 

champion in 2024 by winning the Miami men’s doubles 

at age 44. His career spanned over two decades, and he 

also became the oldest men’s doubles world number 

one. Bopanna’s longevity and achievements have 

inspired Indian tennis and sports enthusiasts. 

19) Correct Answer: B 
The Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan set three 

Guinness World Records, including highest healthcare 

platform registrations in one month and most online 

screenings for breast cancer and vital signs. Launched in 

September 2025, the campaign targets women's health 

and preventive care, empowering millions and advancing 

India's women-centric healthcare. 

20) Correct Answer: B 
Ayushman Bharat–Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

(AB-PMJAY) has issued over 42 crore health cards as of 

October 2025. It is integrated with the Ayushman Bharat 

Digital Mission, creating a digital health ecosystem in 

India. The scheme enables cashless, paperless healthcare 

access for millions, transforming health service delivery. 

21) Correct Answer: C 
The ₹1 Lakh Crore RDI Scheme Fund was launched to 

foster private-sector-driven research, development, and 

innovation in India. Announced during the Emerging 

Science & Technology Innovation Conclave 2025, it aims 

to enhance India's R&D ecosystem. This initiative is 
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significant for building technological self-reliance and 

global competitiveness. 

22) Correct Answer: C 
GSAT-7R, launched in November 2025, is India's heaviest 

and most advanced Navy communication satellite. 

Developed by ISRO, it provides secure, high-capacity 

maritime communications. This enhances India’s 

maritime domain awareness and operational capability 

under 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'. 

23) Correct Answer: C 
India's women's cricket team won their first-ever 

Women's World Cup by defeating South Africa in the 

final on November 3, 2025. The victory marked India’s 

entry into the elite group of nations with a women's 

cricket world title. This achievement is a milestone for 

women’s sports in India. 

24) Correct Answer: C 
Mumbai hosted the first National Fitness  Wellness 

Conclave in November 2025. The event highlighted the 

role of fitness in achieving the Viksit Bharat vision and 

recognized Fit India Icons and Ambassadors. It 

underscores the government’s commitment to 

promoting a fitness culture. 

25) Correct Answer: B 
The Sohra Tourism Circuit aims to develop Sohra as a 

sustainable and experiential tourism destination. 

Launched under the PM-DevINE scheme, it emphasizes 

eco-tourism and cultural heritage. This project is 

expected to generate jobs and boost Meghalaya's 

tourism economy. 

26) Correct Answer: B 
NITI Aayog’s Frontier Tech Hub unveiled a roadmap in 

November 2025 to harness frontier technologies for 

Indian agriculture. This includes climate-resilient seeds, 

AI, and precision agriculture. The roadmap aims to 

customize solutions for different farmer archetypes. Its 

significance lies in boosting productivity, sustainability, 

and rural prosperity, contributing to the Viksit Bharat 

2047 vision. 

27) Correct Answer: C 
In November 2025, Yad Vashem announced that five 

million out of six million Jewish Holocaust victims had 

been identified. This was achieved using AI and decades 

of research. The ongoing efforts aim to recover even 

more names and restore lost identities. This milestone is 

vital for preserving historical memory and fighting denial. 

28) Correct Answer: C 
GST collections reached ₹1.95 lakh crore in October 

2025, the highest ever recorded. This growth was driven 

by festive demand and strong imports. The net GST 

revenue also rose compared to both previous month and 

year. High GST collections indicate economic momentum 

and fiscal health for India. 

29) Correct Answer: C 
Shafali Verma scored 87 runs and took two wickets in the 

2025 Women's ODI World Cup final. Her all-round 

performance earned her the Player of the Match award. 

India defeated South Africa by 52 runs, clinching their 

maiden women's world title. Shafali’s contribution was 

pivotal to the historic win. 

30) Correct Answer: B 
The enshrinement of the sacred Jore Sahib, the footwear 

of Guru Gobind Singh Ji and Mata Sahib Kaur Ji, was held 

at Takhat Sri Harmandir Ji Patna Sahib in November 

2025. This marked the culmination of a nine-day yatra 

and was attended by national leaders and devotees. The 

event reinforces communal harmony and Sikh heritage. 

31) Correct Answer: C 
IIT Delhi climbed to the 123rd position in the 2026 QS 

World University Rankings. This marks its highest-ever 

ranking and the best among Indian institutions this year. 

The improvement is attributed to reforms under the 

National Education Policy 2020. The achievement 

highlights India's rising stature in global higher 

education. 

32) Correct Answer: B 
The SIR Phase-II aims to update and verify electoral rolls 

across nine states and three Union Territories. The 

exercise covers nearly 51 crore electors and ensures 

accuracy before upcoming elections. Booth Level 

Officers visit households to distribute and collect 

enumeration forms. This process is vital for transparent 

and inclusive elections in India. 

33) Correct Answer: C 
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Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal represented India 

and delivered a keynote address at the Bahrain 

Conference. The event focused on the future of 

international commercial courts and legal reforms. 

Meghwal emphasized India's growing role in arbitration 

and legal collaboration. Such representation strengthens 

India's global standing in commercial justice. 

34) Correct Answer: B 
The conference adopted the theme “Rooted in Wisdom, 

Rising with Vision: Reimagining Education through NEP 

2020.” It was the first time CBSE's annual event was held 

outside India. The event brought together over 1,000 

educators to discuss holistic learning and NEP 2020 

implementation. It marks India’s educational influence 

expanding globally. 

35) Correct Answer: C 
The International Conference on Green Hydrogen (ICGH 

2025) is set for November 11–12 in New Delhi. It will 

gather global stakeholders to discuss scaling up green 

hydrogen production. The event supports India’s 

National Green Hydrogen Mission. Advancing green 

hydrogen is crucial for India's clean energy transition. 

36) Correct Answer: B 
Amul and IFFCO secured first and second ranks globally 

in the ICA World Cooperative Monitor 2025. This ranking 

highlights the strength of India’s cooperative sector. 

Amul leads in dairy, while IFFCO is a top fertiliser 

producer. Their achievement showcases India’s global 

leadership in empowering farmers and rural 

communities. 

37) Correct Answer: C 
Bihar held the first phase of its Assembly elections in 121 

constituencies on November 6, 2025. The election is 

significant for Indian politics, featuring key leaders from 

NDA and the opposition. This phase sets the tone for 

political competition in the state. Bihar’s election 

outcomes influence national political dynamics. 

38) Correct Answer: B 
Sharda Sinha received the Padma Vibhushan 

posthumously in 2025. She was renowned as the 'Bihar 

Kokila' for her folk songs, especially during Chhath 

festival. Her career spanned decades, elevating regional 

music to national fame. This honour reflects her lasting 

impact on India’s cultural and musical heritage. 

39) Correct Answer: A 
The new terminal at Guwahati’s Lokpriya Gopinath 

Bordoloi International Airport will be inaugurated by PM 

Modi. This terminal is designed to handle over 1.3 crore 

passengers annually. It will enhance air connectivity and 

passenger experience in the Northeast. The project is 

pivotal for Assam’s economic development. 

40) Correct Answer: C 
India signed a Defence Cooperation MoU with Israel in 

November 2025. The agreement covers advanced 

technology sharing, joint research, and co-development 

of defence systems. It strengthens a long-standing 

strategic partnership. Enhanced defence collaboration is 

vital for India’s security and technological advancement. 

41) Correct Answer: B 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 150-year 

celebration of ‘Vande Mataram’ on November 7, 2025. 

The event launches nationwide activities honoring the 

iconic national song. Composed by Bankimchandra 

Chatterji in 1875, ‘Vande Mataram’ holds great historical 

and patriotic significance. Such commemorations foster 

national unity and pride among citizens. 

42) Correct Answer: B 
Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

visited New Zealand in November 2025 to advance India–

New Zealand Free Trade Agreement talks. His visit 

included business forums and discussions to deepen 

economic cooperation. Strengthening such partnerships 

benefits both economies through expanded trade and 

investment. This reflects India’s proactive approach in 

global trade relations. 

43) Correct Answer: B 
The Indian Women’s Cricket Team met Prime Minister 

Modi after winning their maiden ICC trophy in November 

2025. The team’s victory was a historic first for Indian 

women’s cricket. Their achievement inspires young 

women across the country to pursue sports. Government 

recognition motivates further excellence in Indian sports. 

44) Correct Answer: C 
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India’s services sector growth moderated in October 

2025 but remained strong, as per the HSBC India Services 

PMI. The index fell to 58.9, its lowest in five months, yet 

stayed well above the 50 threshold indicating expansion. 

Easing input costs and sustained demand contributed 

positively. Robust services growth signals resilience in 

India’s economy. 

45) Correct Answer: B 
Varanasi’s ghats dazzled with millions of lamps during 

Dev Deepawali in November 2025. Dev Deepawali, 

celebrated fifteen days after Diwali, marks Lord Shiva’s 

victory over Tripurasura. The event attracts global 

attention, showcasing India’s rich cultural and spiritual 

heritage. Varanasi’s celebration strengthens tourism and 

cultural pride. 

46) Correct Answer: B 
Bihar achieved a record 64.66% voter turnout in the first 

phase of its 2025 Assembly elections. This is the highest 

ever in Bihar's electoral history. The polling covered 121 

constituencies and was closely monitored by the Election 

Commission of India. Such high participation reflects 

strengthened democratic engagement and efficient 

electoral management in the state. 

47) Correct Answer: C 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) confirmed 39 war 

crimes and crimes against humanity charges against 

Joseph Kony in absentia in November 2025. Kony led the 

Lord’s Resistance Army, responsible for severe atrocities 

in Uganda from 2002 to 2005. This step enables his 

immediate trial upon arrest, highlighting the ICC's 

commitment to global justice. 

48) Correct Answer: C 
India and Luxembourg agreed in November 2025 to 

strengthen collaboration in space, science, and 

technology. The partnership includes support for Indian 

space start-ups seeking entry into European markets. 

Luxembourg's robust space finance ecosystem can serve 

as a gateway for Indian innovation, reflecting India’s 

growing stature in the global space sector. 

49) Correct Answer: B 
Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs, Manohar 

Lal, will inaugurate the 18th Urban Mobility India 

Conference in Gurugram. The event focuses on 

integrated planning and sustainable transport, aligning 

with India's National Urban Transport Policy. Such 

initiatives are vital for India’s urban development and 

mobility solutions. 

50) Correct Answer: B 
The COP30 Leaders’ Summit in Brazil was criticized by UN 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for insufficient 

action to limit warming to 1.5°C. Held in November 2025, 

the summit marks 30 years of global climate 

negotiations. Such forums are crucial for accelerating 

commitments to avert severe climate change impacts 

worldwide. 

51) Correct Answer: B 
The first BIMReN Conference was held in Kochi from 

November 4–6, 2025. The event aimed to boost regional 

collaboration for sustainable blue economy in the Bay of 

Bengal. It brought together researchers and 

policymakers from BIMSTEC nations. This reflects India's 

leadership in regional marine research and sustainable 

fisheries. 

52) Correct Answer: C 
World food commodity prices fell for a second 

consecutive month in October 2025, as reported by the 

UN’s FAO. The drop was driven by ample global supplies 

and lower prices in several categories. The index reached 

126.4 points, down from September. Declining food 

prices impact global inflation and food security. 

53) Correct Answer: A 
The FAO’s sugar index fell by 5.3% in October 2025, 

marking the steepest drop among tracked commodities. 

This decrease was due to strong output in Brazil, 

Thailand, and India, as well as lower crude oil prices. 

Sugar price declines impact global trade and consumer 

markets. 

54) Correct Answer: A 
The FAO forecasts 2025 world cereal production at a 

record 2.990 billion metric tons. This is up 4.4% from 

2024 output and projects increases in all major cereals. 

Record maize and rice outputs are also expected. This 

projection is crucial for addressing global food security. 

55) Correct Answer: B 
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Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay composed 'Vande 

Mataram', first published in his novel Anandamath. The 

song played a key role during India's freedom struggle. It 

symbolizes national pride and unity. Its continued 

relevance reflects India's cultural and historic identity. 

56) Correct Answer: B 
The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), New Delhi, 

received triple ISO certification from BIS on November 8, 

2025. This achievement demonstrates AIIA's 

commitment to global standards in quality, safety, and 

environmental responsibility in Ayurveda research. The 

certifications include ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015, 

and ISO 45001:2018. This milestone boosts India's 

leadership in evidence-based traditional medicine. 

57) Correct Answer: C 
The Dumpsite Remediation Accelerator Programme 

(DRAP) was launched at the National Urban Conclave 

2025. DRAP aims to reclaim land by remediating high-

impact dumpsites and aligns with India's goal to achieve 

'Lakshya Zero Dumpsites' by September 2026. This 

initiative is significant for urban sustainability, public 

health, and land management in India's rapidly 

urbanizing landscape. 

58) Correct Answer: B 
The Philippines has been warned of storm surges up to 

five metres as Typhoon Fung-wong approaches. The 

typhoon, expected to intensify into a super typhoon, 

threatens widespread flooding and damage, especially in 

the Bicol region and Samar. This underscores the 

vulnerability of the Philippines to tropical storms, 

heightened by climate change impacts. 

59) Correct Answer: C 
India won the T20 series against Australia after the fifth 

match in Brisbane was washed out. With a 2-1 series 

lead, India maintained its top ICC T20 ranking. This 

victory boosts team morale ahead of the T20 World Cup 

and highlights India's depth in cricket talent. 

60) Correct Answer: A 
Over 44.22 lakh citizens have received free legal aid and 

advice from Legal Services Authorities between 2022 and 

2025. This data reflects India's progress in ensuring 

access to justice for all, especially through schemes like 

DISHA and LADCS. Such initiatives are crucial for 

empowering marginalized communities and upholding 

legal rights. 

61) Correct Answer: B 
Navy Day 2025 will be celebrated in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The event continues the 

tradition of hosting Navy Day beyond major naval 

stations. This demonstration will showcase India's naval 

prowess and highlight self-reliance in defence 

manufacturing. It reaffirms India's commitment to 

maritime security and the 'Make in India' initiative. 

62) Correct Answer: B 
The National Urban Conclave 2025 was held in New Delhi 

at Yashobhoomi. The event launched major initiatives 

like DRAP and UiWIN to accelerate dumpsite 

remediation and urban investment. This reflects India's 

focus on sustainable, inclusive urban growth as part of its 

'Viksit Bharat @2047' vision. 

63) Correct Answer: B 
Uttarakhand celebrated its 25th anniversary, marking 

the Silver Jubilee of statehood on November 9, 2025. The 

state has witnessed remarkable progress in 

infrastructure, healthcare, and tourism. This milestone 

reflects Uttarakhand's journey from struggle to a model 

of balanced development. 

64) Correct Answer: C 
Vande Bharat Express crossed 160 operational routes 

after PM Modi launched four new services from 

Varanasi. This initiative modernizes Indian Railways and 

connects spiritual, economic, and tourist destinations. It 

is key to improving connectivity and boosting local 

economies. 

65) Correct Answer: C 
The digital 'Access Pass' system regulates mechanized 

and large motorized fishing vessels through the 

ReALCRaft portal. It enhances monitoring, transparency, 

and marine resource protection. This safeguards fishers' 

livelihoods and India's maritime security. 

66) Correct Answer: C 
Samrat Rana won gold in the men’s 10m air pistol at the 

2025 ISSF World Championships in Cairo. This was his 

first senior World Championships, where he finished 
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ahead of China’s Hu Kai. With this win, he became the 

first Indian to claim an individual world title in this event. 

The achievement highlights India’s growing prowess in 

Olympic shooting disciplines. 

67) Correct Answer: C 
Ethiopia will host COP32 in 2027, as agreed during COP30 

in Brazil. The decision was made by the Bureau of African 

Countries and is expected to be formally adopted. 

Hosting COP32 is significant for Ethiopia and Africa, 

reflecting a push for greater global climate action from 

the continent. This enhances Africa’s role in international 

climate negotiations. 

68) Correct Answer: C 
PM Modi inaugurated the Punatsangchhu-II Hydropower 

Project during his state visit to Bhutan on November 11–

12, 2025. This project marks a major milestone in India-

Bhutan energy cooperation. It underscores strong 

bilateral ties rooted in mutual trust and is a pillar of 

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy. Such projects boost 

regional energy security. 

69) Correct Answer: C 
David Szalay, a Hungarian-British author, won the 2025 

Booker Prize for his novel ‘Flesh’. This is his sixth work of 

fiction and explores themes of class, migration, and 

masculinity. The Booker Prize is one of the world’s most 

prestigious literary awards, and Szalay’s win brings 

attention to Central European literature in English. 

70) Correct Answer: B 
The 11th edition of Exercise Mitra Shakti began in 

Belagavi, Karnataka, on November 10, 2025. The exercise 

focuses on counter-terrorism and enhancing operational 

synergy between the two armies. Joint exercises like this 

strengthen bilateral defense cooperation and readiness 

for UN peacekeeping operations. Such collaborations 

deepen India’s defense diplomacy in South Asia. 

71) Correct Answer: A 
The sports ministry announced the discontinuation of 

the Dhyan Chand Award for lifetime achievement from 

this year onwards and the introduction of the Arjuna 

Award Lifetime in its place in a bid to "rationalise" the 

various sporting honours of the country. 

72) Correct Answer:  D 

On November 5, 2001, while Kofi Annan was serving as 

UN Secretary-General, the United Nations General 

Assembly announced 6th November as the ‘World Day 

For Preventing Environmental Exploitation During The 

War And Armed Conflict’. 

73) Correct Answer: A 
Gulfood Manufacturing and GulfHost 2024, the world’s 

largest food and beverage industry event, opened its 

doors at the Dubai World Trade Centre, with India’s 

participation reaching a new high. The co-located events, 

which run until November 7, are the biggest editions 

ever, with nearly 3,000 exhibitors from over 100 

countries across 21 halls.  

74) Correct Answer: B 
Eminent historian Ramachandra Guha recently launched 

his latest book ‘Speaking with Nature: The Origins of 

Indian Environmentalism’ in Chennai. In the book, he 

profiles 10 individuals whose work spans from the 1880s 

to the 1990s. These figures, while known for various 

contributions, shared a passion for environmental 

sustainability and social justice. 

75) Correct Answer: B 
Japan has become the world’s first country to launch a 

satellite made primarily of wood into space. Named 'The 

LignoSat' ('lignum' means 'wood' in Latin), the world’s 

first wooden satellite is developed by Kyoto University 

researchers in collaboration with Sumitomo Forestry, a 

Japan-based logging and processing company. 

76) Correct Answer: B 
Dr. Arvind Panagariya is the Chairman of the 16th 

Finance Commission. The report for 2026–31 was 

submitted in November 2025. The Commission 

recommends tax distribution between Centre and states 

for five years. Its significance lies in shaping fiscal 

federalism and resource allocation across India. 

77) Correct Answer: C 
Ukraine signed a deal with France in November 2025 to 

obtain 100 Rafale warplanes. This deal aims to bolster 

Ukraine’s air defence against Russian aggression. The 

agreement covers new aircraft and advanced air-defence 

systems. It marks a major step in Ukraine’s military 

modernization and European security. 
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78) Correct Answer: B 
The government’s MSP policy ensures prices at least 1.5 

times the cost of production for all mandated crops. This 

revision for the 2026–27 rabi season was approved on 

October 1, 2025. It guarantees farmers a minimum 

return of 50% over average costs. The policy strengthens 

farm income security and supports national food 

security. 

79) Correct Answer: B 
Jasir Bilal Wani was arrested by the NIA for his 

involvement in the November 10 Delhi car bombing. He 

provided technical support for terror activities, including 

drone modification. His arrest marked a breakthrough in 

the multi-state investigation. It underscores the 

importance of coordinated counter-terror efforts in 

India. 

80) Correct Answer: B 
Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi stated that 'talks 

and terror cannot go together' after the Delhi car blast. 

He emphasized India's preparedness against cross-

border terrorism. His warning followed increased 

tensions with Pakistan. The statement reinforces India’s 

firm stand on counter-terrorism in diplomatic relations. 

81) Correct Answer: C 
India achieved its best-ever performance at the Asian 

Archery Championships 2025 with a total of 10 medals. 

The country clinched 6 golds, including a historic win in 

men's individual recurve after 18 years. This result marks 

a significant improvement over previous years. Such 

achievements boost India's standing in international 

archery and motivate future athletes. 

82) Correct Answer: C 
Dr. Arvind Panagariya, former Vice Chairman of NITI 

Aayog, is the Chairman of the 16th Finance Commission. 

The commission was constituted on December 31, 2023, 

and submitted its report for 2026–31 on November 17, 

2025. Its recommendations will guide Centre-State tax 

distributions for five years. The process is crucial for 

India's fiscal federalism. 

83) Correct Answer: C 
The EPFO Unified Portal was showcased at the India 

International Trade Fair 2025 as a symbol of digital 

transformation. EPFO’s modern pavilion demonstrated 

improved transparency, efficiency, and accessibility for 

workers. This shift from manual to digital systems marks 

a significant leap in India’s social security delivery. Such 

advancements increase trust and inclusion in welfare 

schemes. 

84) Correct Answer: B 
The first tranche of the India-US Bilateral Trade 

Agreement is centered on resolving reciprocal tariff 

issues. Announced in 2025, this stage aims to address 

trade barriers and pave the way for broader economic 

cooperation. Tackling tariffs is crucial for boosting 

bilateral trade, which the nations aim to raise to USD 500 

billion by 2030. Such agreements strengthen economic 

ties and growth opportunities. 

85) Correct Answer: B 
Wheat received the highest margin over the cost of 

production—109%—in the revised Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) for Rabi 2026–27. This update was approved 

on October 1, 2025, ensuring returns well above 

production costs. Such MSP hikes aim to boost farmer 

income and incentivize crop cultivation. It reflects the 

government’s commitment to agricultural welfare. 

86) Correct Answer: C 
The DPDP Rules, notified on 14 November 2025, 

emphasize citizen-first data privacy. They ensure clear 

consent, quick breach notifications, and strong rights for 

individuals. The rules operationalize the DPDP Act, 2023, 

making privacy practical and enforceable. This marks a 

major step in India’s digital governance and trust. 

87) Correct Answer: B 
Under the Electronics Components Manufacturing 

Scheme (ECMS), India will for the first time manufacture 

Copper Clad Laminates (CCL), which are essential for 

producing Printed Circuit Boards (PCBs). The scheme's 

initial approvals also include the domestic production of 

camera modules and multi-layer PCBs, but CCL is 

specifically noted as a new product category for the 

country.  

88) Correct Answer: B 
On November 18, 2025, the UN Security Council adopted 

a US-drafted resolution authorizing an international 
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stabilization force for Gaza. The move legitimizes a 

transitional governance body for reconstruction. This 

step is crucial for peace and rebuilding efforts in the 

region. 

89) Correct Answer: C 
NIC 2025 introduces a six-digit code structure, replacing 

the earlier five-digit format. This change allows for finer 

and more flexible classification of economic activity. It 

improves accuracy in statistical surveys and aligns India 

with international standards. 

90) Correct Answer: B 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres opposed 

Bangladesh’s death penalty for former PM Sheikh Hasina 

in November 2025. The sentence, delivered by a 

domestic tribunal, raised global human rights concerns. 

The event highlights international scrutiny of 

Bangladesh’s judicial process. 

91) Correct Answer: B 
Researchers at JNCASR discovered that neodymium 

nitride (NdN) thin films show orbital-driven magnetism. 

Published in November 2025, this breakthrough opens 

new possibilities for efficient quantum and spintronic 

devices, positioning India at the forefront of material 

science innovation. 

92) Correct Answer: C 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar inaugurated 

consulates in Kazan and Yekaterinburg on November 19, 

2025. This step expands India’s diplomatic presence and 

fosters trade, academic, and cultural ties with Russia, 

reinforcing a strategic bilateral partnership. 

93) Correct Answer: B 
Zimbabwe and Namibia are set to co-host the ICC U19 

Men’s Cricket World Cup from January 15 to February 6, 

2026. This marks a significant boost for cricket in Africa, 

offering young talent a global stage and strengthening 

the sport’s international reach. 

94) Correct Answer: C 
World Fisheries Day 2025 will be celebrated in New Delhi 

at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan. The theme focuses on value 

addition in seafood exports, highlighting India’s 

commitment to sustainable fisheries and its growing role 

in the global Blue Economy. 

95) Correct Answer: B 
Safdarjung Hospital, along with VMMC, signed an MoU 

in November 2025 to integrate Ayurveda with modern 

medicine for menopause care. This collaboration aims to 

develop evidence-based, safe, and effective treatments 

for women’s health under the Ministry of Ayush. 

96) Correct Answer: B 
The 21st instalment of the PM-KISAN scheme was 

released on November 19, 2025. PM-KISAN provides 

₹6,000 per year in income support to farmers via Direct 

Benefit Transfer. The latest transfer of ₹18,000 crore 

benefits nearly 9 crore farmers. This scheme is a crucial 

support system for small and marginal farmers in India. 

97) Correct Answer: B 
Scientists at JNCASR discovered orbital-driven 

ferromagnetism in neodymium nitride (NdN) thin films. 

Unlike conventional spin-driven magnets, this 

magnetism is governed by electrons’ orbital angular 

momentum. The finding opens new avenues in quantum 

and orbitronic technologies. This research enhances 

India's position in advanced materials science. 

98) Correct Answer: C 
World Toilet Day centers on SDG 6: Clean Water and 

Sanitation. India's Swachh Bharat Mission has led to a 

huge increase in ODF Plus villages and improved 

sanitation. These efforts have reduced disease and 

improved public health. India is recognized globally for 

its sanitation transformation. 

99) Correct Answer: C 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar inaugurated two 

new Indian Consulates General in Russia. The new 

consulates are in Yekaterinburg and Kazan. This step 

strengthens India-Russia bilateral ties and expands 

diplomatic reach. It enhances support for Indian citizens 

and economic cooperation in Russia. 

100) Correct Answer: C 
Roger Federer, a tennis legend, will be inducted into the 

International Tennis Hall of Fame in August 2026. 

Federer won 20 Grand Slams and was world number one 

for 310 weeks. His induction honors his immense 

contribution to tennis. This recognition cements his 

status among the sport’s greatest. 
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101) Correct Answer: B 
On November 21, 2025, the Centre implemented the 

Four Labour Codes. These codes replaced 29 older laws, 

aiming to simplify regulations and expand worker 

protection. They introduce measures like universal 

minimum wages and social security for gig workers. This 

reform marks a major step in modernising India’s labour 

framework. 

102) Correct Answer: B 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the 11th 

pre-budget consultation on November 21, 2025. The 

meeting gathered key infrastructure and energy 

stakeholders to discuss growth, jobs, and investment. 

Such consultations ensure inclusive policymaking for the 

upcoming Union Budget. They play a crucial role in 

India’s economic planning. 

103) Correct Answer: B 
The HSBC Flash India Composite Output Index stood at 

59.9 in November 2025. This index measures combined 

output in manufacturing and services, showing 

continued expansion. However, it was the slowest pace 

in six months. Such data helps assess India’s economic 

momentum for policymakers and investors. 

104) Correct Answer: D 
On November 21, 2025, the Nifty FMCG sector edged up 

0.14%, remaining the only sector in green. All other 

major indices, like Metal and Realty, saw declines due to 

weak global cues. FMCG’s resilience highlights its 

defensive nature during volatile market phases, 

important for investors and exam aspirants. 

105) Correct Answer: B 
The 56th IFFI Masterclass Series in 2025 focused on 

Artificial Intelligence, sustainability, and women-led 

cinema. These sessions explored the intersection of 

creativity and technology. The emphasis reflects global 

trends in filmmaking and India’s commitment to 

innovation and gender representation in the arts. 

106) Correct Answer: A 
Wing Commander Namansh Syal died during a Tejas 

aircraft crash at the Dubai Air Show on November 22, 

2025. The accident occurred during an aerial display, 

leading to his fatal injuries. The Indian government and 

armed forces expressed condolences and a court of 

inquiry was ordered. The incident highlights the risks 

associated with military aviation displays and the 

international presence of India's indigenous fighter jet. 

107) Correct Answer: B 
India's CAD for FY26 is projected in the range of 1–1.3% 

of GDP, as per SBI Research's November 2025 report. The 

report notes stable trade momentum despite global 

volatility. Merchandise exports rose, and the 

government provided significant support to exporters. 

This manageable CAD level indicates resilience in India's 

external sector, important for economic stability. 

108) Correct Answer: B 
The Home Department in Bihar was allocated to the BJP 

for the first time since 2005 after Nitish Kumar's cabinet 

expansion in November 2025. Deputy Chief Minister 

Samrat Choudhary received the portfolio, marking a 

significant shift in state governance. This reflects 

evolving coalition dynamics in one of India’s politically 

crucial states. 

109) Correct Answer: C 
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal visited 

Israel in November 2025 to experience autonomous 

mobility technology and community-driven agriculture. 

He emphasized leveraging Israeli innovations in India’s 

startup ecosystem. This collaboration can accelerate 

technological advancements and sustainable practices in 

India’s agriculture and mobility sectors. 

110) Correct Answer: C 
IWAI signed MoUs worth ₹3,000 crore in November 2025 

to develop cargo movement and Urban Water Transport 

Systems (Water Metro) in the Northeast. The 

agreements aim to boost logistics, trade, and tourism via 

inland waterways. This is vital for regional connectivity 

and economic development. 

111) Correct Answer: B 
The Four Labour Codes came into effect on November 

21, 2025, replacing 29 previous laws. This reform is 

described as the most comprehensive labour-oriented 

move since Independence. It extends statutory rights like 

minimum wages and social security to all workers. The 
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codes modernise labour governance and align India with 

global standards. 

112) Correct Answer: B 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the 

11th Pre-Budget Consultation on November 21, 2025. 

These meetings gather input from stakeholders for the 

Union Budget 2026–27. Such consultations reflect the 

government’s inclusive policy-making approach. They 

are vital for shaping India’s economic priorities 

113) Correct Answer: B 
CMOT 2025, held during the 56th IFFI, brings together 

125 young filmmakers for a 48-hour challenge. Its goal is 

to identify and nurture new talent in filmmaking. The 

programme fosters innovation and gives exposure to 

industry experts. This supports India's creative economy 

and global cultural presence. 

114) Correct Answer: C 
South Africa, as the current G20 President, adopted the 

theme 'Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability'. This reflects 

the African philosophy of Ubuntu and the urgent need to 

address global crises. The theme shapes key priorities 

like disaster resilience and just energy transition. It aligns 

with the focus on inclusivity and cooperation in global 

governance. 

115) Correct Answer: B 
The 56th IFFI is being held in Panaji, Goa, from November 

20–28, 2025. The festival is South Asia’s oldest and 

largest film festival. Goa’s modern infrastructure and 

cultural richness make it an ideal venue. IFFI strengthens 

India’s position as a global hub for creative industries. 

116) Correct Answer: B 
On November 21, 2025, India's new Labour Codes came 

into effect, legally recognizing gig and platform workers. 

This reform extends formal protections such as minimum 

wages and social security to gig workers for the first time. 

The move covers delivery partners, ride-hailing drivers, 

and other app-based workers. It is a landmark step 

towards inclusive worker welfare in India's rapidly 

changing labor market. 

117) Correct Answer: B 
In the Bihar Cabinet expansion following the 2025 oath-

taking, Deputy Chief Minister and senior BJP leader 

Samrat Choudhary was given the Home Department. 

This marks the first time since 2005 that Nitish Kumar is 

not handling this key portfolio. The change reflects the 

BJP's increased political strength in Bihar. It signifies 

evolving coalition dynamics in state governance. 

118) Correct Answer: A 
During India Maritime Week 2025, IWAI signed MoUs 

worth ₹3,000 crore to boost cargo movement, passenger 

transport, and river-based tourism in Northeast India. 

Agreements include collaborations with Assam Petro-

Chemicals and the Government of Assam. The initiative 

aims to transform the Northeast into a logistics and 

connectivity hub. It is vital for regional economic growth 

and integration. 

119) Correct Answer: C 
An Indian Air Force Tejas fighter jet crashed during the 

Dubai Airshow on November 21, 2025, resulting in the 

pilot's death. The Tejas is a domestically developed light 

combat aircraft. The incident led to a suspension of aerial 

displays at the event. Such accidents impact India's 

defense exports and international aerospace reputation. 

120) Correct Answer: C 
On November 21, 2025, President Droupadi Murmu 

inaugurated the second edition of the Bharatiya Kala 

Mahotsav at Rashtrapati Nilayam, Secunderabad. The 

festival showcases the cultural heritage of western India. 

It aims to connect citizens with India’s diverse traditions. 

Such events promote unity and cultural preservation. 

121) Correct Answer: B 
India, Australia, and Canada announced the Australia-

Canada-India Technology and Innovation (ACITI) 

Partnership at the G20 Summit in Johannesburg. The 

partnership will enhance collaboration in critical 

technologies and resilient supply chains. The first official 

meeting is scheduled for early 2026. This aligns with 

India’s aim to strengthen global technology ties and 

supply-chain security. 

122) Correct Answer: A 
PM Modi proposed the creation of a Global Traditional 

Knowledge Repository at the G20 Summit in 

Johannesburg. This initiative aims to document and 

share eco-friendly and culturally rich practices 
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worldwide. It reflects India’s civilizational wisdom and 

supports sustainable development globally. 

123) Correct Answer: B 
Coal was the largest contributor to Indian Railways’ 

cumulative freight loading, amounting to 505 million 

tonnes as of November 2025. This reflects the sector's 

critical role in India’s logistics and infrastructure. Efficient 

coal transport supports energy security and industrial 

growth. 

124) Correct Answer: B 
The World Health Organisation declared Indonesia polio-

free on November 19, 2025, following no new cases since 

June 2024. Nearly 60 million vaccine doses were 

administered during the campaign. This milestone 

strengthens the Western Pacific Region's polio-free 

status and showcases the importance of persistent 

vaccination efforts. 

125) Correct Answer: B 
The India–UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA), signed in 2025, aims to significantly 

boost trade, investment, and economic collaboration. It 

elevates the partnership to a new level, creating jobs and 

fostering growth. Such agreements are crucial for India's 

global trade ambitions. 

126) Correct Answer: B 
Gennady Golovkin, former middleweight champion, was 

confirmed as World Boxing president on November 23, 

2025. He was elected as the sole candidate at the annual 

Congress in Rome. Golovkin replaces Boris van der Vorst, 

and his leadership comes as World Boxing oversees the 

2028 Olympic boxing competitions. His election is 

significant for restoring trust in Olympic boxing. 

127) Correct Answer: C 
Lakshya Sen won the Australian Open 2025 men's singles 

title on November 23, 2025, defeating Japan’s Yushi 

Tanaka. This victory marked his first crown of the 2025 

BWF World Tour. Sen dominated the final and secured a 

prize of USD 475,000. This win reinforces his status 

among India’s top badminton players. 

128) Correct Answer: C 
PM Modi attended the G20 Leaders’ Summit in 

Johannesburg from November 22–23, 2025. The summit 

focused on global issues like AI, critical minerals, and 

sustainable development. Modi held talks with global 

leaders and reinforced India’s commitment to equitable 

technology and global frameworks. The summit 

deepened India’s international partnerships. 

129) Correct Answer: B 
Dubai Run 2025 set a new record with 307,000 

participants on November 23, 2025. The event, part of 

the Dubai Fitness Challenge, transformed Sheikh Zayed 

Road into the world’s largest free community run. Its 

growth shows rising global interest in fitness and large-

scale public health initiatives. 

130) Correct Answer: B 
The International Film Festival of India (IFFI) featured 

these films in a special session on November 23, 2025. 

IFFI is a prestigious platform for Indian and global 

cinema. It promotes diversity in storytelling, regional 

cinema, and creative exchange. Showcasing such films 

supports India’s cultural and cinematic outreach. 

131) Correct Answer: B 
India and Oman held the 13th JMCC meeting in New 

Delhi on November 24, 2025. The meeting focused on 

enhancing defence collaboration, supply chain security, 

and joint technology development. Both sides agreed on 

expanding indigenous manufacturing and production 

partnerships. This strengthens India's strategic interests 

in the Indian Ocean Region. 

132) Correct Answer: C 
Rabi sowing in India crossed 306 lakh hectares by 

November 21, 2025. This marks an increase of over 33 

lakh hectares compared to the previous year. The 

expansion covers key crops like wheat, pulses, oilseeds, 

and coarse cereals. Such progress suggests a favorable 

outlook for the upcoming agricultural season. 

133) Correct Answer: C 
India defeated Chinese Taipei 35–28 in the final to clinch 

the 2025 Kabaddi World Cup. The tournament was held 

in Dhaka, and India remained unbeaten throughout. This 

was their second consecutive World Cup title, 

showcasing India's dominance in women's kabaddi. The 

victory inspires young athletes nationwide. 

134) Correct Answer: B 
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Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and Safran will co-

produce the HAMMER precision-guided weapon system 

in India. The agreement was signed in November 2025 to 

localize its production for the Indian Air Force and Navy. 

The HAMMER is known for its high accuracy and 

compatibility with aircraft like Rafale and Tejas. This 

boosts indigenization in India's defence sector. 

135) Correct Answer: C 
Former Chief Justice B. R. Gavai was the Chief Guest at 

the Samvidhan @75 grand finale conference. The event 

celebrates 75 years since the adoption of the Indian 

Constitution. It included panel discussions on 

democracy, social justice, and Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy. 

Such events reinforce constitutional values and social 

inclusion. 

136) Correct Answer: B 
Constitution Day 2025 was celebrated on November 26 

at Samvidhan Sadan. The event commemorated the 

adoption of the Indian Constitution in 1949. Key leaders 

including the President and Prime Minister attend, with 

the Preamble reading in nine regional languages. This 

annual observance reinforces India’s democratic 

traditions and constitutional values. 

137) Correct Answer: B 
India will start formal Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

negotiations with the EAEU in November 2025. The EAEU 

includes Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and 

Kyrgyzstan. The FTA aims to open new markets for Indian 

MSMEs, farmers, and exporters. This step diversifies 

India’s export destinations amid global trade 

uncertainties. 

138) Correct Answer: C 
Skyroot Aerospace unveiled Vikram-I, its first orbital 

launch vehicle, at the Infinity Campus on November 27, 

2025. The company, founded by IIT alumni and ex-ISRO 

scientists, is a leader in India’s private space sector. This 

milestone boosts India’s private space manufacturing 

capacity. It shows India’s emergence as a global space 

power. 

139) Correct Answer: B 
Assam introduced the Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, 

and tabled the T.U. Mehta and T.P. Tewary Commission 

reports on 1983 violence. The Nellie massacre was a 

tragic event with over 2,100 deaths. Making the reports 

widely accessible ensures transparency. This reflects 

ongoing social reform and historical accountability in 

Assam. 

140) Correct Answer: B 
IFFI 2025 paid homage to legendary actor Dharmendra, 

who passed away in November 2025. The tribute 

highlighted his immense contribution to Indian cinema. 

Dharmendra's career spanned decades, influencing 

generations of actors. His passing marks the end of an 

era in Indian film history. 

141) Correct Answer: C 
The Union Cabinet approved a ₹7,280-crore scheme to 

promote domestic manufacturing of sintered Rare Earth 

Permanent Magnets in November 2025. This aims to 

reduce import dependence and strengthen India's role in 

global high-tech sectors. The scheme will support key 

industries such as electric vehicles, renewable energy, 

and defense. It is significant for India's self-reliance and 

technological advancement. 

142) Correct Answer: C 
India's projected kharif foodgrain output for 2025 is 

173.33 million tonnes, as per official estimates. This 

marks a record increase driven by gains in rice and maize 

production. The announcement was made by Union 

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. Such high 

yields are crucial for food security and economic stability. 

143) Correct Answer: A 
In November 2025, the Cabinet approved multi-tracking 

projects to enhance line capacity and connectivity in 

Maharashtra and Gujarat. These projects will ease rail 

congestion and improve operational efficiency. They are 

part of the PM Gati Shakti plan for multimodal logistics. 

Improved railways benefit economic growth and regional 

development. 

144) Correct Answer: C 
UIDAI deactivated over 2 crore Aadhaar numbers 

belonging to deceased persons in November 2025. This 

step aims to prevent identity fraud and misuse of welfare 

benefits. Data was sourced from multiple government 
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records. The measure improves integrity and accuracy of 

the national identity system. 

145) Correct Answer: B 
Nayi Chetna – Initiative for Change (4.0) was launched to 

promote gender equality and women’s empowerment. 

Spearheaded by the Ministry of Rural Development, it 

involves Self-Help Groups nationwide. The campaign 

focuses on safety, dignity, and economic opportunities 

for women. Such initiatives are pivotal for inclusive 

development. 

146) Correct Answer: B 
Ahmedabad has been formally ratified as the venue for 

the 2030 Commonwealth Games. The announcement 

was made at the Commonwealth Sport General 

Assembly in Glasgow on November 26, 2025. This is 

significant as it marks India hosting the centenary edition 

of the Games, reflecting the country's growing sports 

infrastructure and global stature. 

147) Correct Answer: B 
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar will assume 

the Chairship of International IDEA in December 2025. 

International IDEA is a global inter-governmental 

organization working to strengthen democracy. This 

highlights India's leadership in democratic governance 

and global electoral reforms. 

148) Correct Answer: C 
Sensex crossed the 86,000 mark for the first time on 

November 27, 2025. This historic milestone reflects 

strong investor sentiment and optimism about interest 

rate cuts. Such achievements underline the resilience 

and growth potential of India's stock markets. 

149) Correct Answer: B 
India aims to reduce green hydrogen production costs to 

$1 per kg by 2030. This ambitious target, announced by 

former NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant, is key for 

decarbonizing industries and positioning India as a global 

green energy leader. 

150) Correct Answer: B 

IFFI 2025 introduced CineDubs, a multilingual audio-
support app. This technology allows viewers to enjoy 
films in their preferred language, promoting inclusivity 
and accessibility in cinema, crucial for a diverse country 
like India. 
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Economics 
 

Fully Accessible Route (FAR) of Investment 

 
Why in the News? 

In 2025, foreign investors have invested only about 

₹69,000 crore ($7.8 billion) nearly half than expected, 

into Indian government bonds, even though the rules 

were made simpler and more flexible under the Fully 

Accessible Route (FAR) to attract more investment. 

What is Fully Accessible Route (FAR)? 

• Definition: A special investment window created 

by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in March 2020 

to encourage foreign investment in Government 

securities (G-secs). 

• Goal: To make India’s debt market more open, 

strengthen foreign participation, and link it more 

closely with global financial markets. 

• Eligible Investors: Foreign Portfolio Investors 

(FPIs), NRIs, and OCIs can invest freely under this 

route. 

• Key Advantage: Provides unrestricted 

investment access to certain government bonds 

— with no ceilings or quantitative limits. 

• Market Impact: Aims to deepen the bond 

market, widen the investor base, and increase 

India’s presence in global debt indices. 

• Repatriation: Funds and earnings can be moved 

back abroad without restrictions. 

• Global Milestone: In June 2024, JP Morgan 

added 29 FAR-eligible Indian G-secs to its 

Emerging Market Bond Index (EMBI) — India’s 

first inclusion in a major global bond index. 

Comparison with Other Routes: 

1. Medium Term Framework (MTF): Allows 

foreign investment but imposes caps and 

conditions. 

2. Voluntary Retention Route (VRR): Investors 

must retain their investment for a fixed 

minimum period. 

3. Overall: FAR works alongside MTF and VRR to 

balance market stability with flexible access. 

Why were higher inflows expected? 

• Expected: $20–25 billion from index-tracking 

global investors after the 2024–25 index 

inclusion. 

• Reasons for optimism: India’s 7% stable yields, 

strong macro indicators, and a favourable risk-

return profile. 

• Only $10.7 billion entered during 2024–25 — 

much lower than projected. 

Key Reasons: 

• Uncertainty over U.S. Federal Reserve interest 

rate decisions. 

• RBI’s 2024 move to remove 14- and 30-year 

bonds from FAR to curb volatility. 

• Global geopolitical stress and FPI withdrawals 

from equities. 

CAG plans to create two new cadres for 

more centralisation 
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Why in the News? 

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India approved 

two new Indian Audit and Accounts Department (IA&AD) 

cadres, the Central Revenue Audit and Central 

Expenditure Audit, effective from 1 January 2026. 

About the New Cadres: 

• Objective: Designed to build deeper 

professional expertise in auditing Central 

receipts and expenditures, streamline 

manpower management, and reduce 

dependence on regional deployments. 

1. Central Revenue Audit (CRA): Focuses 

on auditing Central Government 

revenues, including direct taxes, indirect 

taxes, customs, excise, and non-tax 

receipts. It ensures compliance, 

accuracy, and transparency in revenue 

administration. 

2. Central Expenditure Audit 

(CEA): Concentrates on auditing Central 

Government expenditures, assessing 

legality, efficiency, and prudence in 

public spending across ministries and 

departments. 

• Impact: The reform consolidates around 4,000 

audit professionals (out of a total CAG strength 

of ~42,000), improving manpower flexibility, 

domain expertise, and data-driven audit 

capabilities. 

• Significance: Marks a major shift 

toward centralised auditing, ensuring a uniform 

approach to the examination of national 

finances and reinforcing accountability in public 

administration. 

About the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of 

India: 

• Overview: Established under Article 148, the 

CAG heads the Indian Audit and Accounts 

Department (IA&AD) and acts as guardian of 

public finance. 

• Legal Framework: Functions under the CAG 

(Duties, Powers and Conditions of Service) Act, 

1971, amended in 1976, 1984, and 1987. 

• Appointment & Tenure: 

o Appointed by the President under 

warrant and seal. 

o Tenure – Six years or until age 65, 

whichever earlier. 

o Removal – Same as a Supreme Court 

judge, requiring special majority in 

Parliament. 

• Independence Safeguards: 

o Salary and expenses charged on 

the Consolidated Fund of India. 

o No reappointment to government posts 

after retirement. 

o No minister can defend the CAG in 

Parliament. 

• Duties & Powers: 

o Audits Consolidated Funds of the Union, 

States, and UTs. 

o Examines PSUs, autonomous bodies, 

and grant-in-aid institutions. 

o Submits reports to the President, later 

examined by the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC). 

• Role & Importance: Serves as the watchdog of 

public finance, conducting regulatory and 

propriety audits to ensure legality and efficiency 

in expenditure. 

• International Role: Currently the External 

Auditor for IAEA (2022–2027) and FAO (2020–

2025), enhancing India’s global audit leadership. 
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 Environment & Diversity  
 

Rowmari- Donduwa Wetland Complex 

 
Why in the News? 

Environmentalists in Assam have proposed the 

Rowmari–Donduwa Wetland Complex for designation as 

a Ramsar Site, citing its exceptional biodiversity and 

ecological services. 

Assam’s Wetland Context: 

• Current Scenario: Assam has more than 

3,500 wetlands (around 1.01 lakh hectares), 

but only Deepor Beel (designated in 2002) 

holds Ramsar status. 

• Conservation Importance: Granting Ramsar 

recognition to Rowmari–Donduwa would 

end a two-decade gap and elevate Assam’s 

international wetland conservation standing. 

• Regional Context: Northeast Ramsar sites 

include Deepor Beel (Assam), Loktak 

(Manipur), Rudrasagar (Tripura), and Pala 

(Mizoram). 

About Rowmari–Donduwa Wetland Complex: 

• About Rowmari–Donduwa Wetland Complex: 

• Overview: Located inside the Laokhowa–

Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuary in Nagaon 

district, the wetland forms part of the Kaziranga–

Orang ecological landscape. 

• Ecological Role: This interconnected floodplain–

marsh system serves as an ecological corridor 

between Kaziranga and Orang National Parks, 

supporting wildlife mobility and genetic flow. 

• Biodiversity Significance: The 6th Kaziranga 

Wetland Bird Census (2025) recorded over 

47,000 birds across 120 species—surpassing 

counts from Deepor Beel and Loktak Lake. 

• Key Species: The site supports threatened 

species such as the Knob-billed Duck, Lesser 

Adjutant Stork, Black-necked Stork, Ferruginous 

Pochard, and Common Pochard. 

• Ecosystem Services: The wetland offers flood 

moderation, groundwater replenishment, 

carbon sequestration, and supports fisheries and 

ecotourism livelihoods. 

• Ramsar Eligibility: The site meets 8 out of 9 

Ramsar criteria, making it eligible as a Wetland 

of International Importance. 

Ramsar Convention 

• Establishment: Signed on 2 February 

1971 in Ramsar, Iran. 

• Objective: Provide a framework 

for conservation and wise use of 

wetlands and their resources. 

• Functions: 

o Identify and designate wetlands of 

international importance. 

o Promote effective management of 

wetlands. 

o Foster international cooperation for 

conservation. 

• Members: 173 countries (as of 2025). 

• India and Ramsar: 

o India joined in 1982. 

o First Ramsar site: Chilika Lake, 

Odisha (1981). 

o Current total: 93 sites (Sept 2025), 

covering 13,60,718 hectares. 

o Growth: From 26 sites in 2012 to 93 

in 2025 (51 added since 2020). 
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o State-wise: Tamil Nadu has the 

highest (20), followed by Uttar 

Pradesh (10). 

o About 10% of India’s total wetland 

area is under Ramsar listing. 

• Montreux Record: List of Ramsar sites 

under threat of ecological change. 

o 48 sites globally (2025). 

o 2 Indian sites included: Keoladeo 

National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak 

Lake (Manipur). 

• World Wetlands Day: Celebrated 

on February 2nd every year. 

o 2025 Theme: “Protecting Wetlands 

for Our Common Future”. 

Criteria for Declaration (9 Criteria): 

A wetland can be declared a Ramsar site if it meets at 

least one of these: 

1. Has unique, rare, or representative wetland 

types. 

2. Supports vulnerable, endangered, or 

endemic species. 

3. Provides critical habitat for waterfowl, 

especially during migration. 

4. Contains significant ecological, botanical, 

zoological, limnological, or hydrological 

features. 

5. Supports biodiversity conservation and 

scientific research. 

6. Provides ecosystem services like flood 

control, groundwater recharge, and water 

purification. 

7. Has cultural, spiritual, or recreational 

importance. 

8. Ensures sustainable livelihoods for local 

communities. 

9. Faces threats requiring international 

cooperation for conservation. 

Heavy metals found in Cauvery fishes 

 
Why in the News? 

Researchers from Bharathidasan University, 

Tiruchirappalli, reported alarming levels of heavy metal 

pollution in the Cauvery River and its fish species, 

warning against excessive consumption. 

Key Findings of the Study: 

• Scope & Period: Conducted from August 2023 to 

February 2024 across 18 sediment and 10 fish 

sampling stations, examining chromium, 

cadmium, copper, lead, and zinc. 

• Contamination Levels: Several stretches showed 

cadmium and lead levels above international 

safety limits in sediments and fish tissues. 

• Pollution Hotspots: The Erode region recorded 

the highest contamination, driven by textile 

dyeing, electroplating, tannery waste, urban 

sewage, and farm runoff. 

• Bioaccumulation Pattern: Metals accumulated in 

the order—liver > gills > muscle—highlighting 

tissue-specific accumulation. 

• Toxic Metal Dominance: Cadmium and lead were 

the most hazardous due to their toxicity, 

persistence, and bioaccumulation potential. 

Risks Associated: 

• Ecological Impact: 

o Heavy metals interfere with fish growth, 

reproduction, and survival, destabilizing 

aquatic food chains. Contaminated 

sediments alter microbial and planktonic 

communities, reducing ecosystem 

resilience. 
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• Human Health Risks: 

o Eating polluted fish may cause both 

carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic 

effects. Cadmium can damage kidneys 

and bones, while lead harms 

neurological and cognitive 

development, especially in children. 

Long-term exposure may lead to liver 

issues, hypertension, and cancer. 

• Safe Consumption Limit: 

o Researchers advise limiting intake to no 

more than two fish servings per week 

(250 g each). 

o Regular consumption increases 

cumulative toxicity. 

Bioaccumulation and Biomagnification 

 
What is Bioaccumulation? 

• Overview: It is the gradual buildup of toxic 

substances, such as heavy metals or 

pesticides, in the tissues of living organisms 

over time. 

• Mechanism: When uptake (from food, 

water, or sediment) exceeds the rate of 

excretion, contaminants accumulate within 

the organism’s body. 

• Example: Fish in the Cauvery absorb 

cadmium and lead from contaminated 

sediments and water faster than they can 

eliminate them, leading to higher internal 

concentrations than in their environment. 

What is Biomagnification? 

• Overview: It refers to the progressive 

increase in the concentration of toxins as 

they move up the food chain. 

• Process: Smaller aquatic organisms ingest 

pollutants → fish eat these organisms → 

humans consume contaminated fish, 

resulting in magnified exposure. 

• Consequence: Top predators, including 

humans, end up with the highest toxin 

concentrations, making biomagnification a 

significant public health hazard in 

contaminated ecosystems. 

SC allows CAQM to take ‘proactive’ 

measures to curb Delhi air pollution 

 
Why In The News? 

The Supreme Court allowed CAQM full freedom to 

take proactive anti-pollution measures in Delhi-NCR, 

including applying GRAP-IV options like work-from-

home and 50% office attendance during the 

ongoing GRAP-III stage. 

About the Judgement: 

• Supreme Court’s Direction: SC 

empowered CAQM to take proactive pollution-

control measures in Delhi-NCR. 

• Bench Observation: CJI Gavai urged stakeholder 

consultation. 

• Key Proposals: Early use of GRAP-IV 

measures, vehicle exemptions, staggered 

timings, and congestion control. 

• Additional Proposals: CAQM 

proposed advancing GRAP measures, 



SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com 

 

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI -  26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448 

 

125 

enforcing congestion control, notifying vehicle 

aggregator policies, reviewing school sports 

during pollution months, and adopting long-

term steps like EV policy review and higher 

charges on luxury diesel SUVs 

2) What is CAQM (Commission for Air Quality 

Management)? 

• About: A statutory body managing air quality 

in Delhi-NCR and adjoining areas, created under 

the CAQM Act, 2021, replacing the earlier EPCA 

(1998) and initially introduced via a 2020 

ordinance. 

• Structure: Chairperson is a senior government 

official (Secretary/Chief Secretary); includes 5 

ex-officio members from Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh; 3 full-time technical 

members; 3 NGO members; supported 

technically by CPCB, ISRO, and NITI Aayog. 

• Functions: Responsible 

for monitoring, coordinating, and implementing 

air quality policies, researching pollution 

sources, proposing mitigation strategies, and 

raising public awareness. 

• Powers: Holds jurisdiction over Delhi, Punjab, 

Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan; can 

issue binding directions, restrict polluting 

activities, enforce environmental rules, act 

against non-compliance, and initiate complaints 

under the CAQM Act, 2021. 

3) What is GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan)? 

• About: A pre-emptive and emergency 

framework to control Delhi-NCR air pollution; 

created under Supreme Court directions in C. 

Mehta vs Union of India (2016); notified 

in 2017 and implemented by CAQM, MoEFCC, 

and State authorities; operates through four 

graded stages linked to AQI levels. 

• Stages of GRAP: 

Stage I – Poor (AQI 201–300): Road dust control 

and enforcement of PUC norms. 

Stage II – Very Poor (AQI 301–400): Limits 

on diesel generators and actions in pollution 

hotspots. 

Stage III – Severe (AQI 401–450): Vehicle 

restrictions, construction curbs, and remote 

schooling 

Stage IV – Severe+ (AQI > 450): Ban on heavy 

vehicles, school closures, and shutdown of non-

essential industries. 

• Purpose: To ensure a graded, coordinated, time-

bound response that prevents air quality from 

escalating to hazardous levels. 

4)Air Quality Monitoring Measures: 

1) AQI (Air Quality Index) 

• Launched in 2014 with the concept “One 

Number – One Color – One Description” for easy 

public understanding. 

• Developed by the Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB). 

• Based on 8 pollutants: PM10, PM2.5, NO2, SO2, 

CO, O3, NH3, Pb. 

• Contains six air quality categories ranging from 

Good to Severe. 

2) SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather 

Forecasting and Research) 

• Provides location-specific, real-time air quality 

information for major Indian metropolitan cities. 

• Introduced by the Ministry of Earth Sciences, 

developed by IITM Pune. 

• Measures pollutants: PM2.5, PM10, O3, CO, 

NOx, SO2, Benzene, Toluene, Xylene, Mercury. 

• Uses Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring 

Systems (CAAQMS); an example includes the one 

commissioned by the Indian Army in Kolkata. 

3) NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standards) 

• Set by CPCB in 2009 under the Air (Prevention & 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

• Covers 12 pollutants, including SO2, NO2, PM10, 

PM2.5, O3, Pb, CO, NH3, Benzene, Benzopyrene, 

As, Ni. 

• Specifies annual and 24-hour standards for 

industrial, residential, rural, and ecologically 

sensitive areas. 

4) NAMP (National Air Quality Monitoring Programme) 
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• Executed by CPCB to monitor ambient air quality 

across India. 

• Network includes 800+ stations in 344 

cities/towns, covering 28 states and 6 UTs. 

• Objectives: track air quality trends, assess 

compliance with NAAQS, identify non-

attainment cities. 

• Monitors SO2, NO2, PM10, and PM2.5 along 

with meteorological factors like wind speed, 

humidity, and temperature. 

5) WHO Ambient Air Quality Database 

• A global database compiling annual mean 

concentrations of PM2.5, PM10, and NO2. 

• First released in 2011; updated periodically—

2023 is the sixth update. 

• Linked to WHO’s 2021 Global Air Quality 

Guidelines (AQGs), which tightened acceptable 

pollution limits. 

Crop-residue burning turning India into 

global methane hotspot, UN report warns 

 
Why In The News? 

India has been identified as a major methane-emission 

hotspot from crop-residue burning, according to a UN 

report released on November 17, 2025 at COP30 in 

Belem, Brazil. Stubble burning, already a key air-pollution 

source, is now flagged as a major climate threat, and 

reducing it would benefit both public health and the 

climate. 

1) Key Findings of the Report: 

• Global Ranking: India is the world’s third-largest 

methane emitter after China and the United 

States, releasing 31 million tonnes annually. 

• G20 Contribution: The G20 countries, including 

India, account for 65% of global methane 

emissions, while total global emissions are 360 

million tonnes per year. 

• Future Outlook: The report notes that although 

methane levels are rising, emissions could 

decline by 2030 with strong mitigation efforts. 

• Climate & Food Benefits: Reducing methane is 

one of the fastest and most effective climate 

actions, also lowering crop losses and 

improving food security, as highlighted by UNEP 

Executive Director Inger Andersen. 

2) India’s Methane Profile: 

• Major Sources: India’s key methane sources 

include livestock (enteric fermentation, manure) 

and rice cultivation, with crop-residue 

burning becoming a major emerging hotspot. 

• Waste-Management Impact: Waste-burning 

methane emissions increased from 4.5 million 

tonnes (1995) to 7.4 million tonnes (2020) – 

a 64% rise, compared to a 43% global increase. 

• Sector-wise Emissions (2020): India 

generated 20 million tonnes of methane 

from agriculture and 4.5 million tonnes from 

the energy sector in 2020. 

3) About Methane: 

• Basic Definition: Methane is the simplest 

hydrocarbon, made of one carbon and four 

hydrogen atoms (CH₄). 

• Key Properties: It 

is odourless, colourless, tasteless, lighter than 

air, and burns with a blue flame during complete 

combustion, producing CO₂ and H₂O. 

• Role as Natural Gas: Methane is the primary 

component of natural gas, widely used as a fuel. 

• Greenhouse Gas Importance: Methane is 

the second most important greenhouse 

gas after carbon dioxide (CO₂). 

• Global Warming Potential: It has a 20-year GWP 

of 84, meaning it traps 84 times more heat than 

CO₂ over the same period. 
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• Atmospheric Lifetime: Although highly potent, 

methane is short-lived in the atmosphere 

compared to CO₂. 

• Contribution to Warming: It is responsible for 

about 30% of global temperature rise since the 

pre-industrial era. 

• Ozone Formation: Methane also helps 

form ground-level ozone, a harmful pollutant. 

4) Global Methane Pledge(GMP): 

• About the Pledge: Launched at COP26 (2021) by 

the United States and the European Union to 

catalyse action on methane reduction. 

• Membership: Nearly 130 countries have joined; 

collectively responsible for 45% of global 

human-caused methane emissions. 

• Targets: Countries commit to reduce methane 

emissions by at least 30% below 2020 levels by 

2030. 

• Climate Impact: A 30% reduction could avoid 

0.2°C warming by 2050, supporting the 1.5°C 

target. 

• India’s Status: India is not a participant, despite 

being among the top five global methane 

emitters, mainly from agriculture. 

5) Global Methane Initiative (GMI): 

• Nature of Initiative: An international public-

private partnership promoting methane 

recovery and use as a clean energy source. 

• Technical Support: Provides technical 

assistance to implement methane-to-energy 

projects worldwide. 

• Country Participation: Helps partner nations 

deploy methane utilisation projects; India is a 

partner country. 

6) Methane Alert and Response System (MARS): 

• Purpose: A data-to-action 

system delivering reliable and actionable 

methane-emission data for mitigation. 

• Launch: Announced at COP27 (2022); pilot 

phase began in January 2023. 

• Technology: Uses satellite-based detection to 

identify major methane sources globally. 

• Action Mechanism: Provides notifications to 

countries and companies, enabling 

rapid response and emission reduction. 

• Partnerships: Operates with the Climate and 

Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) and the International 

Energy Agency (IEA). 

• Core 

Components: Detection, notification, response, 

and progress tracking for emission control. 

7) International Methane Emissions Observatory 

(IMEO): 

• Establishment: Launched at the G20 Leaders’ 

Summit (2021). 

• Initial Focus: Concentrated on methane 

emissions from the fossil fuel sector. 

• Data Integration: Combines information 

from scientific studies, satellites (via 

MARS), OGMP 2.0 reporting, and national 

inventories. 

• OGMP 2.0 Role: UNEP’s flagship programme to 

enhance accuracy and transparency of methane 

reporting in the oil and gas industry. 

Thermal Power Plants Near Delhi Operating 

Without FGD 

 
Why in the news? 

Delhi’s air quality deteriorated sharply in November 

2025. A major contributing factor identified is the 

continued operation of several thermal power plant 

units within a 300-km radius of Delhi without Flue Gas 

Desulphurisation (FGD) systems. 

What is FGD? 

Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) is a pollution-control 

technology used in thermal power plants and industrial 
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units to remove sulphur dioxide (SO₂) from exhaust flue 

gases before they are released into the atmosphere. 

Status of FGD Installation  

Thermal Power Plants within 300 km of Delhi 

• Total plants: 11 

• Total units: 35 

• Units with FGD (as of Apr 2025): 13 

• Units without FGD: 22 

• Units currently operating without FGD (Nov 

2025): 15 

• Units shut/reserve shutdown: 6 

States & Operators 

• Haryana (HPGCL): Panipat TPS, Yamuna 

Nagar TPS. 

• Punjab (PSPCL): Guru Hargobind TPS and 

Ropar TPS. 

• Private: Talwandi Sabo (Vedanta). 

Why SO₂ Emissions Matter?   

• SO₂ converts into secondary PM2.5, the most 

harmful pollutant for human health. 

• Causes: Respiratory diseases, Acid rain and 

Visibility reduction (smog) 

• Travels long distances, affecting entire regions 

beyond plant boundaries. 

HMDA to use bioremediation to clean up 

Hussainsagar lake 

 
Why in the News? 

The Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority 

(HMDA) has announced a new advanced bioremediation 

initiative using enzyme solutions and biochar-based 

Bokashi balls to clean and restore Hussainsagar Lake, 

which has long suffered from algal blooms, foul odour, 

sewage inflow, and industrial pollution. 

About Hussainsagar Lake 

• A 16th-century artificial lake in Hyderabad. 

• Faces severe pollution due to: 

o Sewage inflow 

o Nutrient overload (nitrates, phosphates) 

o Industrial waste 

• Problems: algal blooms, foul odour, 

low Dissolved Oxygen (DO), high Biochemical 

Oxygen Demand (BOD). 

What Is Bioremediation? 

• Definition: Use of microorganisms, enzymes, or 

biological materials to break down pollutants 

and restore ecosystems. 

• Types relevant here: 

o In-situ bioremediation – treating the 

lake onsite without removing water. 

o Bio-augmentation – adding microbial 

cultures to enhance degradation. 

o Aerobic/oxygenation systems – boost 

DO to improve water quality. 

New Intervention Planned by HMDA 

• Enzyme Solutions 

o Enhance microbial breakdown 

of organic pollutants. 

o Help reduce nutrient 

load responsible for algal 

blooms. 

• Bokashi Balls (with Biochar) 

o Bokashi = fermented organic matter rich 

in beneficial microbes. 

o Biochar: 

o Carbon-rich material produced 

from biomass. 

o Increases microbial activity, 

absorbs toxins, improves water 

clarity. 

o Purpose: 

o Reduce algae, odour, pathogen

ic bacteria. 
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o Increase water 

transparency and DO levels. 

African Grey Parrot Trade in India 

 
Why in the News? 

• A series of RTI applications filed by The 

Hindu across 19 States/UTs revealed that most 

State Forest Departments have no records of 

breeders, pet shops, or ownership registrations 

for the African Grey Parrot, despite the species 

being widely available in pet markets. 

• Only Kerala reported receiving 17 breeder 

licence applications through the PARIVESH 

portal, exposing major gaps in India’s monitoring 

of exotic species trade. 

About Species Profile 

• African Grey Parrot (Psittacus erithacus) 

• IUCN Status: Endangered 

• CITES Status: Appendix I (Highest level of 

protection; commercial international trade 

highly restricted) 

• WPA 1972: Listed under Schedule IV (post-2022 

amendments) 

Legal & Regulatory Framework (India) 

Living Animal Species (Reporting and Registration) 

Rules, 2024 

• Mandatory registration of all exotic live species 

on PARIVESH 2.0. 

• Applies to: Pet owners, Pet shops and Breeders. 

Breeders of Species Licence Rules, 2023 

To breed any CITES Appendix I species, an applicant 

must possess: 

• Breeding Licence from State Chief Wildlife 

Warden 

• CITES Import Permit 

• DGFT Import Licence Number 

• NOC from State Chief Wildlife Warden prior to 

import 

Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 

• African Grey Parrot → Schedule IV 

• Illegal possession/trade punishable under WPA 

Aravalli Hills: 90% Lose Protection, FSI Red-

Flag Ignored 

 
Why in the News? 

• On 20 Nov 2025, the Supreme Court approved 

the government’s definition of Aravalli Hills as 

any hill 100 m or higher above local ground. 

• Problem: This definition excludes 90% of Aravalli 

hills, making them open for mining and 

construction. 

Background 

• The Aravalli Range runs from Delhi to 

Gujarat through Haryana and Rajasthan. 

• It is oldest fold mountains in India and plays a 

key role in ecology, dust control, groundwater, 

and wildlife corridors. 

• In 2024, the SC asked the government to create 

a uniform Aravalli definition. 

FSI’s Warning 

• Lower hills (20–100 m) act as natural 

windbreaks, blocking sand and dust from Thar 

desert. 

• Removing protection risks: 
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o Higher air pollution in NCR 

o Loss of wildlife corridors 

o Impact on agriculture and farmer 

livelihoods 

Governance 
 

National Beekeeping & Honey Mission 

(NBHM) 

 
Why in the News? 

The National Beekeeping and Honey Mission (2020–21 to 

2025–26) is set to conclude this fiscal year. 

About National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM): 

• Overview: A Central Sector Scheme 

(2020) under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, 

promoting scientific beekeeping and driving 

a “Sweet Revolution” for rural income 

enhancement. 

• Implementing Agency: Executed by the National 

Bee Board (NBB) under the Ministry of 

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

• Financial Outlay: ₹500 crore for FY 2020–21 to 

2025–26. 

• Core Aim: Boost honey production, pollination-

based crop productivity, and farmers’ income 

through structured beekeeping and processing 

infrastructure. 

• Technology & Quality Focus: 

Promotes traceability, quality assurance, and 

digital registration via the Madhukranti Portal. 

• Implementation Structure: 

1. Mini Mission–I: Enhances honey and 

hive product 

production through scientific 

beekeeping and pollination. 

2. Mini Mission–II: Focuses on post-

harvest management, collection, 

processing, storage, marketing, 

and value addition. 

3. Mini Mission–III: Supports research, 

innovation, and capacity building for 

technology-driven solutions. 

• Institutional Network: Coordinated by NBB, 

involving NDDB, NAFED, TRIFED, ICAR, KVIC, 

SRLM/NRLM, and MSME bodies at national and 

state levels. 

Achievements & Progress: 

• Production & Exports: India produced 1.4 lakh 

MT of honey in 2024 and exported 1.07 lakh MT 

valued at USD 177.55 million in 2023–24—rising 

to the world’s second-largest exporter from 

ninth in 2020. 

• Infrastructure: Includes 6 advanced labs, 47 mini 

labs, 6 diagnostic labs, 8 equipment centres, 26 

processing units, 18 branding units, and 10 cold 

storage units. 

• Research Hub: A National Centre of Excellence 

for Beekeeping has been set up at IIT Roorkee. 

• Empowerment: Sanctioned 167 SHG projects, 97 

FPOs, 424 ha of demonstrations, and 288 ha of 

bee-friendly plantations. 

• Digital Integration: The Madhukranti Portal 

records 14,859 beekeepers, 269 societies, and 

206 companies, using blockchain for traceability. 

• Policy Support: A Minimum Export Price (MEP) of 

USD 2,000/MT (till Dec 2024) was set to prevent 

low-grade honey imports from hurting Indian 

producers. 
Protesters clash with police for a second 

day as Sangai Festival kicks off in Manipur 
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Why In The News? 

The Sangai Festival in Manipur opened amid protests by 

IDPs and NGOs, lowering attendance. Critics say the 

government should prioritise resolving the Kuki-Zo–

Meitei ethnic conflict and resettling displaced people 

before holding tourism events after the May 2023 

violence. 

1) About Sangai Festival: 

• Celebration Period: Manipur Sangai Festival is 

held every year from 21-30 November. 

• Objective: The festival aims to 

showcase Manipur as a world-class tourism 

destination. 

• Name Origin: It is named after the State animal – 

the Sangai, the brow-antlered deer found only in 

Manipur. 

• Beginning: The festival started in 2010. 

• Theme: The theme for this year is “Festival of 

Oneness.” 

• Focus Areas: It highlights Manipur’s tourism 

potential in Arts & 

Culture, Handloom, Handicrafts, Indigenous 

Sports, Cuisine, and Music. 

2) About Sangai Deer: 

General Information: 

• Scientific Name: Rucervus eldii 

• Common Names: Sangai, Brow-antlered 

Deer, Dancing Deer 

• Population: About 260 (Forest Department 

census, 2016). 

• Habitat: Exclusively in Keibul Lamjao National 

Park, located on phumdi in Loktak Lake, 

Bishnupur district. 

Characteristics: 

• Medium-sized deer with distinctive long brow 

antlers forming the main beam. 

• Antlers appear to grow from the eyebrow, giving 

the name brow-antlered deer. 

• Possesses a dark reddish-brown winter coat that 

becomes paler in summer. 

• Walks with mincing hops on floating phumdi, 

hence called the Dancing Deer. 

Status: 

• State Animal of Manipur. 

• Listed in Schedule-I of the Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972. 

• Classified as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

Conservation Issues: 

• Threatened by degenerating phumdi 

habitat due to continuous inundation from the 

artificial reservoir. 

• Invasion of non-native plants like Paragrass. 

• Risks from diseases, inbreeding depression, 

and poaching. 

3) Manipur Crisis: 

About the Violence: 

• Violence occurred between Kuki 

tribe and Meitei community across multiple 

regions of Manipur. 

• The Imphal Valley (10% of land) is dominated 

by Meiteis (64% of population) and elects 40 of 

60 MLAs. 

• The hills (90% of land) are inhabited by 

35%+ recognised tribes, electing 20 MLAs. 

• Unrest began in February 2023 after an eviction 

drive seen as targeting a tribal group. 

Meitei Demand for ST Status: 

• Supported by the Scheduled Tribes Demand 

Committee of Manipur (STDCM) since 2012. 

• Claim that Meiteis were recognised as a tribe 

before the 1949 merger with India. 

• Demand ST status to preserve land, culture, 

language, and ancestral identity. 

• Argue they face marginalisation and cite 

population decline from 59% (1951) to 44% 

(2011). 
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Why Tribal Groups Oppose ST Status for Meiteis: 

• Tribals argue Meiteis already hold demographic, 

political, and economic advantages. 

• Fear ST status will allow Meiteis to acquire land 

in the hills, reducing tribal land rights. 

• Meitei dominance includes: 

o Manipuri language in the Eighth 

Schedule 

o Sections already 

under SC/OBC categories 

• Tribes believe Meitei claims of cultural 

vulnerability are self-defeating. 

 

History 
  

‘Phool Walon Ki Sair’ Festival 

 
Why in the News? 

For the first time since its 1962 revival (except during 

COVID-19), Delhi’s interfaith festival Phool Walon Ki Sair 

will not be held this year. 

About ‘Phool Walon Ki Sair’ Festival: 

• Timing: Organised annually after the monsoon 

season (September–November), the event 

attracts artisans, residents, and cultural groups 

in large numbers. 

• Meaning: The name translates to “Procession of 

the Florists,” and the festival is held in Mehrauli, 

Delhi. 

• Origin: It began in 1811 during the reign of 

Mughal Emperor Akbar Shah II when Begum 

Mumtaz Mahal offered floral chadars at both the 

Yogmaya Temple and the dargah of Khwaja 

Bakhtiar Kaki. 

• Symbolism: Stands for Hindu–Muslim unity, 

inter-religious goodwill, and cultural harmony in 

Delhi. 

• Historical Timeline: 

o Banned in 1942 by the British during the 

freedom movement. 

o Revived in 1962 by Prime Minister 

Jawaharlal Nehru as a symbol of India’s 

secular ethos. 

• Celebrations include floral processions, 

decorated pankhas, qawwali, folk performances, 

and traditional fairs. 

Cultural Significance: 

• Represents the Ganga–Jamuni culture of Delhi, 

showcasing its shared Indo-Islamic heritage. 

• Promotes communal harmony, peace, and 

mutual respect. 

• Reflects India’s secular traditions by 

transcending religious boundaries. 

Watandari System of Land Revenue 

 
Why in the News? 

An inquiry has been ordered into a Pune land deal over 

alleged irregularities and undervaluation of 40 acres of a 

Watandari land. 

What is the Watan / Watandari System? 
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• A hereditary land tenure and revenue 

arrangement historically found in Maharashtra 

and the Deccan, in which individuals or families 

were granted Watan lands for performing village 

or state functions. 

• Historical Origin: Developed under the 

Rashtrakutas, Deccan Sultanates, and Mughals 

to formalise local governance through 

hereditary roles. 

• Purpose: Aimed at remunerating local officials—

such as village heads, record keepers, and 

priests—through rights over land revenue rather 

than direct payments. 

• Administrative Role: Integrated influential local 

families into the state’s administrative and fiscal 

framework. 

• Socio-Economic Character: Reflected a fusion of 

caste, land, and service, forming a semi-feudal 

rural structure. 

Key Features of the Watan System: 

• Hereditary Tenure: Rights and responsibilities 

passed down generations within the same 

family. 

• Service-Based Grant: Land allotted as a reward 

for hereditary administrative, military, or 

religious duties. 

• Watandars: Roles included Patils, Kulkarnis, 

Deshmukhs, Josis, and Purohits. 

• Non-Transferability: These lands could not be 

sold or transferred since tenure depended on 

service performance. 

• Revenue Rights: Watandars received a portion of 

village revenue as compensation. 

• Caste-Linked Hierarchy: Reinforced hereditary 

privilege and caste dominance. 

• Decline: Over time, hereditary claims caused 

disputes, inefficiency, and reduced 

accountability. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji: Martyrdom Day 

 
Why in the news? 

On the eve of the 350th Martyrdom Day of Guru Tegh 

Bahadur Ji, the President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu 

paid tribute to the ninth Sikh Guru, highlighting his 

supreme sacrifice for the protection of righteousness, 

humanity and freedom of faith. 

Who was Guru Tegh Bahadur?   

• Ninth Guru of Sikhism (1621–1675). 

• Youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib, the sixth 

Guru. 

• Known as “Hind di Chadar” (Shield of India) for 

defending religious freedom. 

• Key teachings recorded in the Guru Granth 

Sahib, including hymns on detachment, courage, 

and equality. 

Why is His Martyrdom Significant? 

• Guru Tegh Bahadur opposed forced conversions 

under Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. 

• He defended the rights of Kashmiri Pandits, who 

sought his protection. 

• Arrested and executed in Chandni Chowk, Delhi, 

on 24 November 1675. 

• His martyrdom represents: 

o Protection of freedom of conscience 

o Defence of pluralism and interfaith 

harmony 

o Upholding justice and truth 

President of India’s 2025 Message: Key Highlights 

• Tribute to his valour, sacrifice, and principles. 

• Emphasised his role in 

preserving: Righteousness, Humanity, Truth. 
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• Called upon citizens to imbibe his values to 

strengthen harmony and unity in India. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur’s Contributions   

• Spiritual 

Teachings: Advocated nirbhau (fearlessness) 

and nirvair (compassion). Stressed spiritual 

liberation through humility and service. 

• Establishment of Sikh Centres: Founded the city 

of Anandpur Sahib (1665). Travelled widely 

across the Indian subcontinent, spreading Sikh 

philosophy. 

• Guru Granth Sahib Contribution: Composed 116 

hymns, including shaloks on detachment and 

moral courage. 

 

International Relations 
 

KK Park Cyber Scam Hub in Myanmar 

 
Why in the News? 

Around 500 Indian nationals who escaped the KK Park 

cybercrime compound in Myawaddy township, 

southeastern Myanmar, are being rescued by the 

Government of India. 

About KK Park Cyber Scam Hub: 

• Location & Setting: Located in Myawaddy 

township of Karen State near the Thailand 

border, the zone was initially developed 

between 2019 and 2021 as a border trade area 

but later turned into a major hub for cybercrime 

and human trafficking. 

• Control & Operations: Run by the Border Guard 

Force (BGF) led by Saw Chit Thu, a militia 

commander aligned with Myanmar’s junta and 

sanctioned by the U.S. Treasury. 

• Nature of Activities: Operates as a large “scam 

city” where trafficked workers are forced into 

online fraud, cryptocurrency scams, and 

romance-investment schemes. 

• Human Trafficking: Individuals are lured with 

fake overseas job offers, after which their 

passports are seized, and they are confined, 

abused, and compelled to carry out cyber fraud. 

• Scale: At its height, the compound held more 

than 20,000 trafficked workers and generated 

billions annually through global cyber fraud 

operations. 

• Structure: Designed as a fortified, self-sufficient 

enclave with housing, shops, and armed guards 

to prevent escape. 

Global Concern and UN Findings: 

• UN Reports: UNODC and GI-TOC identify KK Park 

as part of a wider network of cyber-scam 

compounds across Myanmar, Cambodia, and 

Laos. 

• Economic Scale: The global cyber-scam 

ecosystem earns over USD 10 billion a year and 

targets victims in more than 110 countries. 

• Myanmar’s 2025 Raid: The seizure of 30 Starlink 

terminals was considered symbolic, as key 

operators had already fled. 

• UN Appeal: UN agencies urge cross-border 

enforcement, crypto tracing, and rehabilitation 

support, highlighting the merger of trafficking 

and transnational organised crime. 

How does it impact Indians? 

• Victimisation: India is both a recruitment target 

and a victim market; hundreds of Indians are 

trafficked to countries like Myanmar and 

Cambodia through fraudulent IT job offers. 



SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com 

 

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI -  26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448 

 

135 

• Rescue Operations: Since 2022, more than 1,600 

Indians have been brought back, including 500 

from KK Park in 2025; earlier, the IAF evacuated 

283 stranded in Thailand. 

• Cyber Threats: Increasing cases of crypto fraud, 

impersonation scams, and extortion impacting 

Indian citizens. 

• Government Response: EAM S. Jaishankar 

confirmed coordinated repatriation efforts and 

stronger cyber-diplomatic engagement. 

• Policy Imperative: Underscores India’s need for 

global law enforcement cooperation, 

cybersecurity awareness, and anti-trafficking 

vigilance in Southeast Asia. 

INS Sahyadri–HMAS Ballarat in AUSINDEX 

2025 

 

 Why in the News? 

INS Sahyadri of the Indian Navy and HMAS Ballarat of the 

Royal Australian Navy carried out joint operations during 

AUSINDEX 2025 in the Northern Pacific, strengthening 

defence ties and improving interoperability. 

What is AUSINDEX?   

• Bilateral naval exercise between India and 

Australia 

• First held in 2015 

• Aims at maritime cooperation, interoperability, 

and security 

• Conducted alternately in India and Australia / 

designated oceanic regions 

AUSINDEX 2025  

• Location: Northern Pacific 

• Participants: 

• INS Sahyadri – Shivalik-class guided-missile 

stealth frigate 

• HMAS Ballarat – Anzac-class frigate 

• Focus areas 

• Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) 

• Gunnery drills 

• Advanced flying operations 

• Joint maritime manoeuvres 

• Objective: Boost interoperability and reaffirm 

commitment to a free, open, inclusive Indo-

Pacific 

Polity 
 

Govt panel working on New SEZ Norms for 

Exporters to Access Domestic Market 

 
Why in the News? 

A government panel comprising officials from the 

Commerce and Industry Ministry, NITI Aayog, and 

exporters is drafting new Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 

norms to revive manufacturing and support exporters hit 

by steep U.S. tariffs in 2025. 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in India 

• Overview: SEZs are duty-free zones 

considered foreign territory for trade 

purposes, created to encourage exports, 

investment, and job creation. 
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• Legal Framework: Governed by the SEZ Act, 

2005, and SEZ Rules, 2006, featuring single-

window clearances and liberal FDI policies. 

• Policy Evolution: Introduced in 2000 to 

replace Export Processing Zones (EPZs), 

strengthening export-led growth. 

• Objectives: Facilitate export expansion, 

attract investment, and support 

infrastructure development. 

• Incentives: Offer duty-free imports, tax 

holidays, zero-rated GST, and External 

Commercial Borrowings up to USD 500 

million annually. 

• Scale: As of 2025, India has 276 functioning 

SEZs, including GIFT City, SEEPZ in Mumbai, 

and Noida SEZ. 

• Reform Outlook: The DESH Bill 2022 aims to 

transform SEZs into flexible, multi-purpose 

enterprise hubs aligned with domestic and 

global value chains. 

Need for SEZ Norms Revision: 

• U.S. Tariff Impact: Recent tariff hikes on sectors 

like gems, jewellery, and textiles have reduced 

competitiveness of SEZ exporters. 

• Export Decline: SEZ exports dipped to USD 172 

billion in FY25, while domestic sales stagnated at 

2%, exposing dependence on external markets. 

• Idle Resources: Falling export demand has left 

workers and infrastructure underutilised, 

making domestic-market access essential. 

• Global Comparison: Indian SEZs lag behind China 

and Vietnam in scale and consistency, prompting 

need for deeper reforms. 

• Revenue Balance: The government seeks to 

support industry while ensuring tax revenues 

remain protected. 

Proposed SEZ Reforms under Review: 

• Reverse Job Work: SEZ units may be allowed to 

undertake processing for domestic companies to 

utilise unused capacity. 

• DTA Sales Flexibility: Limited permission for 

direct sales to domestic markets with adjusted 

duties to protect local producers. 

• De-notification Simplification: Faster conversion 

of non-operational SEZs into industrial parks or 

service hubs. 

• Sector-Specific Relief: Gems and jewellery units 

demand moratoriums, extended export 

obligations, and interest support. 

• DESH Integration: Shift towards hybrid economic 

zones permitting both export and domestic 

manufacturing. 

Mayor in India 

 
Why in the News? 

Zohran Mamdani of Indian-origin has been elected as the 

mayor of New York City. 

Mayor in India: 

• Overview: The Mayor is the head of a Municipal 

Corporation and oversees city governance, civic 

infrastructure, and essential public services. 

• Basis: Established under the 74th Constitutional 

Amendment (1992), which granted 

constitutional status to Urban Local Bodies and 

delegated 18 functions to them. 

• Administrative Framework: Municipal 

Corporations operate under state municipal laws 

and are supervised by state urban development 

departments. 

• Historical Context: India’s first municipal 

corporation was set up in Madras in 1688, 

followed by Bombay and Calcutta in 1762. 
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• Evolution: The concept of an elected municipal 

President emerged through Lord Mayo’s 

Resolution (1870), while Lord Ripon’s Resolution 

(1882) shaped modern local self-governance. 

• Election and Tenure: 

o Direct Election: Citizens directly elect the 

Mayor in cities like Bhopal, Indore, and 

Jaipur. 

o Indirect Election: Elected councillors 

choose the Mayor in cities like Mumbai, 

Delhi, and Bengaluru. 

o Tenure: Varies from 1 to 5 years, 

depending on state-specific legislation. 

• Powers and Functions: 

o Ceremonial Role: Acts as the first citizen 

and represents the city publicly. 

o Presiding Authority: Chairs meetings of 

the Municipal Corporation. 

o Limited Executive Power: Real 

administrative authority lies with the 

Municipal Commissioner (an IAS officer 

appointed by the state). 

o Policy Influence: Provides political 

leadership and advocates for urban 

issues. 

How a Mayor in India differ from a Mayor in the U.S.? 

 India U.S. 

System Type 

Parliamentary 

model under 

state 

supervision 

Executive or 

presidential 

city model 

Election 

Usually indirectl

y elected by 

councillors 

Directly 

elected by 

citizens 

Tenure 
1–5 years, varies 

by state 

Fixed 4-year 

term, 

renewable 

once 

Administrativ

e Power 

Ceremonial, 

executive power 

with 

Commissioner 

Full executive 

control over 

departments 

and budget 

Financial 

Authority 

Dependent on 

state approval 

Autonomous 

budgetary 

power (e.g., 

NYC manages 

$120+ bn) 

Legislative 

Role 

Chairs council 

meetings 

Can veto 

bills and 

issue executiv

e orders 

Autonomy 
Subordinate to 

state 

Semi-

autonomous, 

independent 

within city 

jurisdiction 

Nature of 

Office 

Symbolic and 

representational 

Powerful 

executive, 

city-level head 

of government 
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Science, Technology, Art & Culture 
 

ISRO’s LVM3 Rocket launches GSAT-7R 

 
Why in the News? 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

successfully launched the GSAT-7R (CMS-03) 

communication satellite for the Indian Navy from the 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3) Rocket   

• Overview: LVM3—earlier known as GSLV Mk-

III—is ISRO’s most powerful launch vehicle, 

capable of carrying payloads of about 4 

tonnes to GTO and nearly 8 tonnes to LEO. 

• Configuration: A three-stage launch system 

with S200 solid boosters, an L110 liquid core 

stage (UH25 + N₂O₄), and the C25 cryogenic 

upper stage (LH₂ + LOX). 

• Payload Capacity: Can deploy ~4,000 kg to 

GTO and ~8,000 kg to LEO; the GSAT‑7R 

mission validated more than 4,400 kg 

capability. 

• Mission Legacy: Has launched 

Chandrayaan‑2, Chandrayaan‑3, OneWeb 

satellites, and Gaganyaan test modules. 

• Cryogenic Stage: The C25 engine generates 

~20 tonnes of thrust; an upgraded C32 (22 

tonnes thrust) is in progress. 

• Future Upgrade: Plans include replacing L110 

with a semi‑cryogenic kerosene–LOX stage. 

• Reliability & Role: With seven successful 

flights, it is India’s most reliable heavy‑lift 

launcher and will be central to Gaganyaan 

and Bharatiya Antariksh Station missions. 

• Strategic Significance: Strengthens India’s 

independent heavy‑launch capacity and 

expands its presence in the global space 

market. 

About GSAT-7R (CMS-03): 

• Overview: A new-generation naval 

communication satellite designed to enhance 

secure communications and maritime domain 

awareness across the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

• Design & Development: Fully designed by ISRO 

under Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

• Mass & Orbit: Weighs ~4,410 kg—India’s 

heaviest indigenous communication satellite; 

launched to GTO before shifting to geostationary 

orbit. 

• Technical Features: Equipped with secure 

multiband transponders enabling voice, data, 

and video links for ships, aircraft, and 

submarines. 

• Coverage & Capability: Offers extended Indian 

Ocean coverage for encrypted, real-time 

communication. 

Gamma-Ray Bursts from Black Hole 

‘Morsels’ could expose Quantum Gravity 
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Why in the News? 

A recent theoretical study (accepted in Nuclear Physics 

B, August 2025) introduces the idea of “black hole 

morsels”, tiny, asteroid-mass micro-black holes possibly 

formed during black hole mergers. 

What are Gamma-Ray Bursts (GRBs)? 

• Overview: They are extremely energetic 

cosmic explosions that emit intense bursts 

of gamma radiation, the highest-energy form 

of electromagnetic waves. 

• Discovery: First detected in the late 

1960s by U.S. Vela satellites, initially built to 

monitor nuclear tests. 

• Duration-Based Classification: 

o Short GRBs: Lasting <2 seconds, 

typically formed by merging neutron 

stars or neutron stars–black hole 

collisions. 

o Long GRBs: Lasting 2–1000 seconds, 

arising from supernova collapses of 

massive stars (collapsars). 

• Energy Output: A single GRB can release as 

much energy in seconds as the Sun emits 

over its entire lifetime (~10⁵¹–10⁵⁴ ergs). 

• Afterglow: Follows the main burst in X-ray, 

optical, and radio wavelengths, allowing 

astronomers to study host galaxies and 

distances. 

Hypothesis about Black Hole ‘Morsels’: 

• Study Context: Research proposes the existence 

of “black hole morsels”, tiny remnants formed 

during black hole mergers. 

• Formation Mechanism: During merger, 

spacetime “pinches off” into ultra-dense 

pockets, creating micro-black 

holes or morsels that may later evaporate. 

• Emissions: These morsels are predicted to 

release gamma rays and high-energy 

particles via Hawking radiation, providing a 

possible observational signature of quantum 

gravity. 

• Scientific Goal: The hypothesis aims to bridge 

general relativity and quantum mechanics, 

offering a natural test case for quantum 

spacetime dynamics. 

What are Black Hole Morsels? 

• Overview: Hypothetical micro–black holes 

formed as fragments during black hole mergers 

under extreme gravitational stress. 

• Origin: Result from pinched-off regions of 

spacetime during coalescence of two black 

holes. 

• Mass & Size: Much smaller than parent black 

holes, roughly asteroid-scale mass but 

with extreme density. 

• Temperature & Radiation: Extremely hot, 

emitting intense Hawking radiation– photons, 

neutrinos, and high-energy particles. 

• Lifetime: Short-lived — ranging 

from milliseconds to years, depending on initial 

mass. 

• Detectability: Expected to produce isotropic 

gamma-ray bursts, unlike directional jets of 

typical GRBs. 

• Observation Instruments: Potential detection 

via HESS (Namibia), HAWC (Mexico), LHAASO 

(China), and Fermi Space Telescope (USA). 

Scientific Significance: 

• Quantum Gravity Evidence: Detection would 

confirm that gravity behaves quantum 

mechanically at microscopic scales. 

• Spacetime Structure: Provides direct insight into 

the quantum texture of spacetime near black 

hole singularities. 

• Cosmic Accelerator Analogy: Morsels could 

probe energy scales far beyond the LHC, acting 

as natural high-energy laboratories. 

• Current Status: None observed yet, but existing 

gamma-ray data are being analysed to set upper 

mass limits and refine the model. 

What is Animal Birth Control (ABC) 

Program? 
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Why in the News? 

The Supreme Court has ordered all States and Union 

Territories to remove stray dogs from public areas and 

relocate them to shelters after sterilisation and 

vaccination under the Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023. 

About Animal Birth Control (ABC) Program: 

• Purpose: Humane, scientifically proven 

method to control stray dog populations and 

reduce rabies. 

• Legal Basis: First under Animal Birth Control 

(Dogs) Rules, 2001 (under the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960); updated as Animal 

Birth Control Rules, 2023. 

• Development: Created with support from the 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

• Core Method: “Catch–sterilise–vaccinate–

release” model; prohibits relocation or culling. 

• Implementation: Managed by municipalities, 

municipal corporations, and panchayats. 

• Authorisation: Only organisations recognised by 

the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) can 

conduct programs. 

• Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023: 

o Implemented to comply with Supreme 

Court guidelines in Writ Petition No. 691 

of 2009. 

o Assigns responsibility to local 

bodies (municipalities, corporations, 

panchayats) to conduct ABC programs 

for sterilisation and immunisation of 

stray dogs. 

o Prohibits relocation of stray dogs as a 

means of population control; instead, 

they must be sterilised and returned to 

the same area. 

o Only organisations recognised by 

the Animal Welfare Board of India 

(AWBI) can conduct ABC programs. 

Key Features: 

• Sterilisation Target: Minimum 70% of stray dogs 

in an area within one reproductive cycle (~6 

months). 

• Focus: Female sterilisation at a 70:30 female-to-

male ratio. 

• Rabies Control: Mandatory rabies vaccination 

(ABC–ARV) for every sterilised dog. 

• Infrastructure: Kennels, veterinary facilities, 

vehicles, and hygienic shelters required. 

• Recordkeeping: Detailed records for catching, 

surgery, vaccination, and release. 

• Monitoring: State and local committees ensure 

compliance and handle complaints. 

• Legal Protection: Mass relocation or 

killing prohibited under the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960. 

NCDC flags study on rising antibiotic 

resistance in India 

 
Why In The News? 

The NCDC has rejected a Lancet study claiming that over 

50% of Indian patients undergoing a specific 

gastrointestinal procedure are colonised with multidrug-

resistant organisms (MDROs), calling the findings 

inaccurate. 
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1) What is Antibiotic Resistance: 

• Definition: Antimicrobial Resistance 

(AMR) occurs when microorganisms (bacteria, 

viruses, fungi, parasites) become resistant to 

antimicrobial drugs such as antibiotics, 

antifungals, antivirals, antimalarials, and 

anthelmintics. 

• Impact on Treatment: Standard treatments 

become ineffective, leading to persistent 

infections that can spread to others. 

• Natural Phenomenon: Resistance develops 

naturally as bacteria evolve, reducing the 

effectiveness of drugs. 

• Superbugs: Microorganisms that develop AMR 

are often called “superbugs.” 

• Global Threat: The WHO identifies AMR as one 

of the top ten global health threats. 

2) Causes of Antibiotic Resistance: 

• High Disease Burden: A high prevalence 

of communicable diseases (tuberculosis, 

diarrhoea, respiratory infections) increases 

antimicrobial use. 

• Weak Public Health System: An overburdened 

health system limits diagnostic capacity, leading 

to improper treatment. 

• Poor Infection Control: Hygiene lapses in 

hospitals and clinics promote the spread of 

resistant bacteria. 

• Misuse of Antibiotics: Overprescription, self-

medication, incomplete antibiotic courses, and 

unnecessary use of broad-spectrum 

antibiotics accelerate resistance. 

• Easy Access: Unregulated over-the-counter 

antibiotic availability increases inappropriate 

use. 

• Lack of Awareness: Low public awareness about 

AMR contributes to misuse of antibiotics. 

• Inadequate Surveillance: Limited monitoring 

systems hinder tracking and understanding of 

AMR spread. 

3) Implications of AMR: 

• Healthcare Impact: AMR makes previously 

effective antibiotics ineffective, 

causing prolonged illnesses, severe symptoms, 

and higher mortality from common infections 

such as pneumonia, UTIs, and skin infections. 

• Increased Healthcare Costs: Resistant infections 

require costlier drugs, longer hospital stays, and 

sometimes invasive procedures, raising 

expenses for patients, health systems, 

and governments. 

• Challenges in Medical Procedures: AMR 

increases risks in surgeries, chemotherapy, 

and organ transplants because infections may 

not respond to standard antibiotics. 

• Limitations in Treatment Options: Growing 

resistance reduces the availability of effective 

antibiotics, potentially creating a post-antibiotic 

era where common infections 

become untreatable and potentially fatal. 

4) About National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC): 

• Organizational Affiliation: NCDC functions under 

the Indian Directorate General of Health 

Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• Purpose: Established as a national centre of 

excellence for the control of communicable 

diseases. 

• Leadership: The Director, an officer of the Public 

Health sub-cadre of Central Health Service, 

serves as the administrative and technical 

head of the institute. 

• Headquarters: Located in New Delhi. 

• Branches: NCDC has 8 regional 

branches at Alwar (Rajasthan), Bengaluru 

(Karnataka), Kozhikode (Kerala), Coonoor (Tamil 

Nadu), Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh), Patna 

(Bihar), Rajahmundry (Andhra Pradesh), 

and Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh). 

Ultra-Processed Food Epidemic in India 
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Why in the news? 

A recent Lancet three-paper series highlights the rapid 

rise in ultra-processed food (UPF) consumption globally, 

including India, and its strong link to rising obesity, 

diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, and premature 

mortality. The case of an 18-year-old Indian youth with 

obesity and early-onset metabolic disorders illustrates 

the growing public health crisis. 

What are Ultra-Processed Foods? 

According to the NOVA classification, ultra-

processed foods are: 

• Industrial formulations with multiple 

chemical and cosmetic ingredients 

• Made using high-fructose corn syrup, 

hydrogenated oils, flavour enhancers, 

emulsifiers, preservatives, colours 

• Designed for long shelf life, hyper-palatable 

taste and convenience 

Examples: Soft drinks, chips, packaged 

noodles, biscuits, sugary beverages, 

chocolates, breakfast cereals, frozen pizzas, 

ready-to-heat meals, chicken nuggets, 

processed meats. 

Difference from Processed Foods: 

Processed = minimal changes (washing, canning, 

cooking). 

Ultra-processed = heavy industrial formulations, low 

nutrients, high calories. 

Note: NOVA is a food classification system 

developed by the University of São Paulo (Brazil) 

that categorises foods based on the extent and 

purpose of industrial processing, not nutrients. 

India’s UPF Consumption – Why It’s a Concern? 

• Huge surge in consumption: Retail sales of UPFs 

in India jumped from USD 0.9 billion (2006) → 

USD 38 billion (2019) (approx. 40-fold increase). 

• Rising NCD (Non-Communicable Diseases) 

burden: As per ICMR–INDIAB (2023): 

Obesity: 28.6%, Diabetes: 11.4%, Prediabetes: 1

5.3%, Abdominal obesity: 39.5% and Childhood 

obesity rising: 2.1% → 3.4% (NFHS). 

Volcanic Eruption in Ethiopia and Impact on 

India 

 
The Hayli Gubbi volcano in Ethiopia’s Afar region erupted 

on 23 November 2025 after nearly 12,000 years of 

dormancy, producing a massive ash plume rising to ~14 

km (45,000 ft). High-level winds transported volcanic ash 

across the Red Sea and Arabian Peninsula towards 

western and northern India, causing temporary 

disruption in aviation operations. 

Key Facts: Location & Geological Background  

Hayli Gubbi Volcano 

• Type: Shield volcano 

• Location: Afar Region, Ethiopia (part of the East 

African Rift System) 

• Dormancy: Last known activity ~10,000–12,000 

years ago (Holocene threshold) 

• Geological Setting: Lies on the triple 

junction where the Arabian, Nubian, and Somali 

plates are diverging → high tectonic activity. 

East African Rift System (EARS) 
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• A major continental rift zone. 

• Known for active volcanism (Erta Ale, Dabbahu, 

Nabro, etc.). 

• Possible future site of a new ocean basin due to 

plate divergence. 

Impact on India 

1. Flight Disruptions 

• Several international flights cancelled or 

delayed (Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Kochi). 

• Airlines: Air India, IndiGo, Akasa Air initiated 

precautionary measures. 

• Aircraft inspections ordered for those that flew 

through potentially affected air corridors. 

2. Airspace Management 

• Civil Aviation Ministry, Air Traffic Control (ATC), 

and the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) issued continuous advisories. 

• No major safety threat, but routing adjustments 

and cancellations made as precaution. 

3. No Impact on Local Weather or Air Quality 

• IMD clarified: 

o Ash remained in upper troposphere. 

o No impact on ground-level AQI. 

o Delhi’s poor air quality is unrelated, 

caused by local pollution. 

Why Aviation Avoids Volcanic Ash?  

• Ash melts inside jet engines → forms glassy 

deposits → engine flameout. 

• Damages navigation systems & windshields. 

• Reduces visibility. 

• Can cause stalls, loss of thrust, and total engine 

failure. 

Relevant Organisation: 

Volcanic Ash Advisory Centers (VAACs) issue global 

alerts—here, Toulouse VAAC monitored the plume. 

Security Issues 
Exercise MILAN, 2026 

 
Why in the News? 

India will host the International Fleet Review, Exercise 

MILAN- 2026, and the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

(IONS) Conclave of Chiefs together in Visakhapatnam 

from February 15–25, 2026. 

About Exercise MILAN: 

• Overview: A biennial, multilateral naval exercise 

organised by the Indian Navy to enhance 

interoperability, maritime cooperation, and 

goodwill among partner navies. 

• Origin: First held in 1995 under the Andaman and 

Nicobar Command with participation from 

Indonesia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 

• Growth: Expanded steadily and now involves 40–

55 nations, reflecting India’s Act East Policy and 

SAGAR vision. 

• Participation: The 2026 edition is expected to 

include more than 50 navies, including the U.S., 

Russia, Japan, Australia, and ASEAN states. 

• Venue: Visakhapatnam, under the Eastern Naval 

Command—set to host the largest MILAN ever. 

• Structure: Conducted in two phases—Harbour 

Phase (seminars, planning, cultural events) and 

Sea Phase (joint operational drills). 

• Sea Phase Activities: Includes ASW, air defence 

drills, maritime domain awareness, SAR 

operations, and complex fleet manoeuvres. 

• Strategic Significance: Enhances regional 

maritime security, showcases indigenous naval 

capabilities, and strengthens India’s role as a net 

security provider in the Indo-Pacific. 

Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) 

• Overview: A voluntary multilateral initiative 

launched by the Indian Navy in 2008 to 
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strengthen maritime security cooperation 

across Indian Ocean littoral states. 

• Membership: 25 member states and 9 

observers from Africa, West Asia, South Asia, 

Southeast Asia, and Australia. 

• Objective: Promote maritime safety, 

information sharing, capacity building, and 

HADR cooperation. 

• Chairmanship: Rotates every two years; India 

will chair from 2025–2027. 

• Key Areas of Focus: 

o Enhancing maritime domain 

awareness (MDA) and information 

exchange. 

o Combating piracy, illegal fishing, 

human trafficking, and terrorism at 

sea. 

o Strengthening maritime connectivity 

and blue economy cooperation. 

o Coordinating disaster relief and 

search-and-rescue operations. 

Indian Navy commissions INS Ikshak 

 
Why in the News? 

The Indian Navy has commissioned INS Ikshak, the third 

Survey Vessel (Large) (SVL) and the first to be based at 

the Southern Naval Command, at Naval Base Kochi. 

About INS Ikshak: 

• Overview: It is the third vessel of the Survey 

Vessel (Large) [SVL] class and the first to be 

based at the Southern Naval Command. 

• Series Lineage: Third ship in the SVL series, 

following INS Sandhayak and INS Nirdeshak, 

replacing older Sandhayak-class vessels. 

• Builder & Origin: Constructed by Garden Reach 

Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) Ltd., Kolkata, 

under Aatmanirbhar Bharat, with over 80% 

indigenous content sourced from Indian MSMEs. 

• Name Meaning: Means ‘Guide’ in Sanskrit – 

symbolising its role in charting unexplored 

waters and strengthening maritime safety in 

the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

• Mission Role: Designed primarily 

for hydrographic surveys but also configured 

for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) operations and can serve as a hospital 

ship during crises. 

Key Features: 

• Dimensions & Displacement: 110 m long, 16 m 

wide, 3,400-ton displacement, with crew 

capacity of ~231 personnel. 

• Propulsion & Speed: Powered by twin main 

engines and twin-shaft configuration; achieves 

14 knots cruising speed, 18 knots maximum. 

• Survey Systems: Equipped with multi-beam echo 

sounder, Autonomous Underwater Vehicle 

(AUV), Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV), four 

Survey Motor Boats (SMBs), and advanced 

oceanographic sensors for coastal and deep-

water mapping. 

• Aviation Facility: Features a helicopter deck, 

extending its range, reconnaissance, and 

operational versatility. 

• Dual Role Capability: Convertible for HADR and 

medical missions, enhancing naval disaster-

response capability. 

• Gender-Inclusive Design: India’s first survey 

vessel with dedicated accommodation for 

women officers and sailors. 

IAF’s Tejas jet crashes during demo flight at 

Dubai Air Show, pilot killed 



SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com 

 

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI -  26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448 

 

145 

 
Why In The News? 

An Indian Air Force Tejas fighter jet crashed during the 

Dubai Air Show, killing Wing Commander Namansh Syal, 

after spiralling out of control and igniting on impact at Al 

Maktoum International Airport. 

1)Tejas Mk1A:  

• About: The Tejas Mk1A is an upgraded variant of 

India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas, 

developed by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL). 

• Purpose: This version is aimed to enhance 

operational and combat capabilities, 

survivability and maintainability over 

the baseline Mk1. 

• Capabilities: 

o Active Electronically Scanned Array 

(AESA) radar integration. 

o Electronic Warfare Suite (EWS) – 

radar-warning and self-protection 

jamming. 

o Upgraded Flight Control Computer 

(DFCC Mk1A) for better maneuverability 

and stability. 

o Missile compatibility- Beyond Visual 

Range (BVR) missiles, Air-to-Air and Air-

to-Ground missiles and Advanced Short 

Range Air-to-Air Missiles (ASRAAM). 

o Planned integration of Combined 

Interrogator and Transponder 

(CIT), Software Defined Radio 

(SDR) and Operating Data Link 

(ODL) with existing onboard avionics. 

2) LCA Tejas: 

• About: The LCA Tejas programme, initiated by 

the Government of India in 1984, aimed to 

replace the ageing MiG-21 fighter jets. The 

programme is managed by the Aeronautical 

Development Agency (ADA). 

• Features: 

o Lightest, smallest, and tailless multi-role 

supersonic fighter in its class. 

o Capable of carrying a variety of air-to-air, 

air-to-surface, and precision-guided 

weapons. 

o Maximum payload capacity of 4000 kg. 

o Maximum speed: Mach 1.8. 

o Range: 3,000 km. 

• Variants of Tejas: 

o Tejas Trainer: 2-seater operational 

conversion trainer for training air force 

pilots. 

o LCA Navy: Twin- and single-seat carrier-

capable for the Indian Navy. 

o LCA Tejas Navy MK2: This is phase 2 of 

the LCA Navy variant. 

o LCA Tejas Mk-1A: This is an 

improvement over the LCA Tejas Mk1 

with a higher thrust engine. 

3)Fifth Generation Fighter Jets: 

• About: 

o Combat Role: Designed for highly 

contested combat zones with advanced 

air and ground threats. 

o Stealth & Speed: Feature stealth 

technology and supercruise capability. 

o Key Advantages: 

o Multi-spectral low-observable 

design 

o Enhanced self-protection 

o Radar jamming capabilities 

o Fully integrated avionics 

systems 

o Global Operators: 

o Russia: Sukhoi Su-57 
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o China: Chengdu J-20 

o United States: F-35 series 

• Need for India: 

o Squadron Strength: IAF has ~30 

squadrons, below the sanctioned 42. 

o Ageing Fleet: 

o MiG-21 

o MiG-29 

o Jaguar 

o Mirage 2000 

o All to be phased out by mid-next 

decade. 

o Airpower Gap: 

o China: 3,304 aircraft 

o India: 2,296 aircraft 

o Pakistan: 1,434 aircraft 

o Strategic Need: Strengthen air defences 

against China and Pakistan and 

increase defence self-reliance. 

o Indigenous Development: 

o Developing AMCA 

o Five prototypes planned 

o Joint effort by ADA, HAL, and 

private industry 

o Strategic Positioning: 5G fighters would 

place India alongside the US, Russia, and 

China. 

Trivia 
 

Bihar’s Gogabeel Lake declared India’s 94th 

Ramsar Site 

 
Why in the News? 

Gogabeel Lake, located in Katihar district, Bihar, has been 

officially designated as India’s 94th Ramsar Site and sixth 

from Bihar. 

About Gogabeel Lake: 

• Overview: An oxbow lake formed between the 

Ganga and Mahananda rivers in the Trans-

Gangetic Plains. 

• Hydrology: Links with both rivers during 

monsoon flooding, functioning as an active 

floodplain wetland. 

• Legal Status: Bihar’s first community reserve, 

jointly overseen by communities and forest 

authorities. 

• Ecological Value: A major wintering and breeding 

habitat for species such as the Lesser Adjutant 

Stork, Black-necked Stork, and Smooth-coated 

Otter. 

• Biodiversity: Supports 90+ bird species (including 

30 migratory), wetland flora, and fish like 

Wallago attu. 

• Ecosystem Services: Contributes to flood 

moderation, groundwater recharge, carbon 

storage, and climate balance. 

• Cultural Importance: Central to rural rituals and 

festivals including Sirva, Adra, and Chhath. 

Ramsar Convention 

• Adoption: Signed in Ramsar, Iran (1971); in force 

since 1975 as an intergovernmental 

treaty for wetland conservation and wise use. 

• Scope: Defines wetlands broadly – lakes, rivers, 

marshes, mangroves, coral reefs, and man-made 

water bodies. 

• Global Membership: 172 member nations, 

with 2,546 Ramsar Sites worldwide. 

• India’s Position: Joined in 1982; now ranks 1st in 

Asia and 3rd globally with 94 Ramsar 

Sites covering 13.6 lakh hectares. 
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• Designation Criteria: A site qualifies if it 

supports rare species, ecological diversity, 

endangered habitats, or 20,000+ waterbirds. 

Presidential Reference on Governors & 

State Bills (2025) 

 
 Why in the news? 

Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, on November 23, 2025, 

clarified the Supreme Court’s advisory opinion in 

the 2025 Presidential Reference regarding timelines for 

Governors and the President in granting assent to State 

Bills. 

What is a Presidential Reference? 

• Made under Article 143 of the Constitution. 

• The President can seek the advisory 

opinion of the Supreme Court on questions 

of law or matters of public importance. 

• Not binding, but carries high persuasive 

value. 

• Cannot overrule an existing judgment, but 

can clarify the law. 

CJI Gavai emphasised that the advisory opinion is not 

a judicial review judgment. 

Background:  

Tamil Nadu Governor Case (April 8 Judgment) The April 

8, 2025 Supreme Court judgment held: 

• Governors/President must act on pending 

Bills within 3 months, 

• Or else the Bill would be “deemed to have 

received assent”. 

This introduced a judicially created timeline not explicitly 

present in the Constitution. This triggered 

the Presidential Reference seeking clarity. 

Supreme Court’s Advisory Opinion (November 20, 2025) 

A five-judge Bench led by CJI Gavai issued the following 

clarifications: 

a) No Mandatory Timeline: The Constitution does not 

prescribe specific timelines for Governors or the 

President. Judiciary cannot read timelines into the 

Constitution. 

b) “Reasonable Period” Standard: Governors and 

President must act within a “reasonable period”. 

However, the Court did not define what constitutes 

“reasonable”. 

c) No Endless Delay: Governors cannot sit indefinitely on 

Bills. Courts may exercise limited judicial review in 

extreme delay cases. 

d) Context Matters: Routine Bills → 1 month may be 

reasonable. Bills related to internal/external emergency 

→ may require more time. 

Justice Surya Kant Sworn in as the 53rd 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 

 
Why in the News? 

Justice Surya Kant took oath as the 53rd Chief Justice of 

India (CJI) on November 24, 2025, administered 

by President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

About Justice Surya Kant 

• Born: 10 February 1962, Hisar, Haryana. 

• Youngest Advocate General of 

Haryana (appointed 2000). 

• Judge, Punjab & Haryana High Court (2004). 
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• Chief Justice, Himachal Pradesh High Court 

(2018). 

• Appointed to Supreme Court: 24 May 

2019 (along with Justice B.R. Gavai). 

Tenure 

• Will serve until 2 February 2027 — a little 

over one year. 

Major Priorities as the 53rd CJI 

• Reduce pendency of 90,000+ cases in the 

Supreme Court to a “manageable number.” 

• Address growing trend: 

o Litigants bypassing High Courts and 

approaching SC directly. 

o Repeated “miscellaneous applications” 

causing prolonged litigation 

Major Cases Involving Justice Surya Kant 

• Abrogation of Article 370 (J&K’s special status 

removed). 

• Electoral Bonds Case – Bench struck down the 

scheme as unconstitutional. 

• Pegasus spyware case. 

• Suspension of sedition law deliberations. 

• Granted conditional interim bail to Ashish 

Mishra (Lakhimpur Kheri incident). 

Procedure for Selection of the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) 

Constitutional Basis 

• Article 124(2) of the Constitution deals with 

the appointment of Supreme Court judges 

(including the CJI). The CJI is appointed by the 

President of India. 

Seniority Convention 

• By long-standing constitutional convention, 

the most senior judge of the Supreme Court 

is appointed as the next CJI. 

• Seniority = date of appointment to the 

Supreme Court Bench. 

Role of the Collegium 

When the CJI’s post is falling vacant: 

• The outgoing CJI recommends the name of 

the senior-most SC judge to the Government 

of India. 

• This recommendation is part of 

the Collegium system, but only the CJI’s 

advice is required, not the full Collegium. 

Role of the Law Ministry 

• The Ministry of Law & Justice processes the 

recommendation. 

• Sends it to the Prime Minister, who advises 

the President. 

Appointment by the President 

• The President formally appoints the 

recommended judge as the Chief Justice of 

India. 

• Appointment is notified in the Gazette. 

Oath of Office 

• The President administers the oath of 

office to the new CJI at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

• Oath is under Article 124(6). 

Tenure 

• The CJI holds office until the age of 65. 
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