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which is vital for cellular health. This discovery could lead 

to new therapies for diseases like Alzheimer's and 

cancer. Autophagy, a process where cells remove 

damaged parts, is essential for preventing diseases. The 

exocyst complex, previously known for aiding molecule 

transport, is now recognized for its role in autophagy. 

This research, published in a prestigious journal, opens 

new avenues for understanding and treating 

neurodegenerative diseases and cancers. 

 
New Study Suggests Intergalactic Gas May Skew Galaxy 

Halo Measurements :- 

Researchers at the Raman Research Institute suggest 

that intergalactic matter may interfere with 

measurements of galaxy halos, potentially leading to 

overestimations of gas mass. The study highlights that a 

portion of highly ionised oxygen detected around 

galaxies may originate from the intergalactic medium 

(IGM) rather than the circumgalactic medium (CGM). 

This revelation challenges current methods and could 

reshape our understanding of galaxy formation and 

evolution. The findings underscore the importance of 

distinguishing between contributions from the CGM and 

IGM for accurate assessments. 

 

India's STEM Labs Initiative Launched in Karnataka :- 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched Cyient AI 

Labs, a CSR project to develop AI, STEM, and robotics labs 

in Karnataka's government schools. The initiative aims to 

democratize access to technology education, aligning 

with the National Education Policy 2020. With a focus on 

rural areas, the program seeks to enhance digital fluency, 

innovation capacity, and career readiness among 

students. The project is expected to benefit over 2,000 

students and train more than 200 teachers, fostering 

grassroots innovation. 

 
ISRO's LVM3-M6 Launches BlueBird Block-2 Satellite :- 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

successfully launched the LVM3-M6 mission, carrying the 

US BlueBird Block-2 satellite into Low Earth Orbit. The 

mission marks a milestone in India's space sector, 

enhancing heavy-lift launch capabilities and reinforcing 

India's role in global commercial launches. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi congratulated ISRO, 

emphasizing the mission's significance in advancing 

India's self-reliance and expanding commercial space 

partnerships. 
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Indian Astronomers Discover Hydrocarbons in Young 

Stellar Disk :- 

Indian astronomers, utilizing data from NASA's James 

Webb Space Telescope, have detected complex 

hydrocarbon molecules in the circumstellar disk of a 

young star, T Chamaeleontis. This discovery provides 

insights into planet formation and the early chemical 

building blocks of life. The presence of polycyclic 

aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) reveals chemical 

processes in planet-forming environments, offering 

valuable clues about early planetary evolution. 

 
First Made-in-India MRI Scanner Developed with Zoho 

Support :- 

In a major boost for India’s medical technology sector 

and the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative, Bengaluru-based 

VoxelGrids, supported by software giant Zoho, has 

developed the nation’s first fully indigenous 1.5 Tesla 

MRI scanner. This landmark achievement reduces the 

country’s reliance on imported diagnostic equipment 

and significantly cuts costs—by nearly 40 percent—

thanks to its helium-free design, while maintaining high 

imaging quality. The scanner is expected to make 

advanced medical imaging more affordable and 

accessible across Indian healthcare facilities, especially 

benefiting hospitals in smaller cities and towns that 

traditionally struggled with the high price of MRI 

machines. 

 
IIT Patna Launched Supercomputer to Boost Research :- 

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Patna has 

formally launched a powerful new supercomputer 

named Param Rudra, marking a significant expansion in 

the region’s research computing capabilities. Installed 

under the National Supercomputing Mission (NSM), 

Param Rudra brings state-of-the-art high-performance 

computing (HPC) resources to eastern India, enabling 

researchers, faculty, and students to tackle complex 

simulations, large-scale data analysis, artificial 

intelligence applications, and interdisciplinary scientific 

problems that were previously out of reach. 

 
India's Space Programme Advances with Technological 

Breakthroughs :- 

India's space programme in 2025 marked significant 

technological advancements and global partnerships. 

The SPADEX mission demonstrated docking capabilities 

essential for future space stations. CROPS-1 provided 

insights into space biology. Aditya-L1's solar data 

enhanced India's solar research profile. Infrastructure 

advancements included a third launch pad at Sriharikota 

and SSLV launch complex in Kulasekarapattinam. Human 

spaceflight progressed with Gaganyaan tests and Indian 

astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla's ISS mission.  
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16: Sports
 

 
India secures ODI victory against South Africa, leads 

series 1-0 :- 

India clinched a 17-run victory over South Africa in the 

first ODI at Ranchi, taking a 1-0 lead in the three-match 

series. Virat Kohli's century and key contributions from 

Rohit Sharma and K.L. Rahul powered India to a 

formidable total of 349/8. Despite a strong chase by 

South Africa, India's bowlers held their nerve, with 

Kuldeep Yadav and Harshit Rana delivering crucial 

wickets. The win sets a positive tone for India's 

campaign, showcasing their depth in both batting and 

bowling. 

 
Australia's Glenn Maxwell Withdraws from IPL 2026 :- 

Australian cricketer Glenn Maxwell announced his 

withdrawal from the upcoming IPL 2026, citing personal 

reasons. Maxwell, who previously played for Punjab 

Kings, expressed gratitude towards the league for 

shaping his career. This decision follows similar moves by 

other high-profile players, impacting team strategies in 

the upcoming mini-auction. His absence marks a 

significant shift in the league's player dynamics. 

 
Man City's Haaland Sets Record in Dramatic Win Over 

Fulham :- 

Erling Haaland of Manchester City made history by 

becoming the fastest player to score 100 Premier League 

goals, achieving this milestone in 111 games. His 

performance contributed to Man City's thrilling 5-4 

victory over Fulham. The match showcased City's 

attacking prowess, with Phil Foden and Tijjani Reijnders 

also scoring. Despite Fulham's strong comeback in the 

second half, City secured the win, maintaining their title 

pursuit. Haaland's record highlights his exceptional 

talent and impact in English football. 

 
Virat Kohli Rediscovers Form in Series Win Against 

South Africa :- 

Virat Kohli has rediscovered his peak batting form, 

playing a crucial role in India's 2-1 ODI series victory 

against South Africa. Kohli amassed 302 runs, including 

two centuries, and was named Player of the Series. His 

performance marked a significant turnaround from 
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recent struggles, showcasing his ability to impact games 

positively. Kohli expressed satisfaction with his form, 

emphasizing the importance of maintaining high 

standards and confidence. His resurgence is a positive 

sign for Indian cricket as the team looks forward to future 

challenges. 

 
Mexico to Kick Off 2026 FIFA World Cup Against South 

Africa :- 

The 2026 FIFA World Cup will commence on June 11 with 

Mexico playing South Africa at the Azteca Stadium. The 

tournament, jointly hosted by the United States, Canada, 

and Mexico, features an expanded format with 48 teams. 

The U.S. received a favorable draw, set to face Paraguay, 

Australia, and a playoff winner. Defending champions 

Argentina will start against Algeria, Austria, and Jordan. 

The draw introduced a new seeding system to prevent 

top-ranked teams from meeting before the semi-finals, 

setting the stage for a thrilling competition. 

 
Men’s Junior World Cup: Germany Wins Eighth Title :- 

Germany secured their eighth FIH Hockey Men's Junior 

World Cup title, defeating Spain 3-2 in a shoot-out after 

a 1-1 draw in regulation time. The final, held in Chennai, 

showcased Germany's defensive strength and 

goalkeeping prowess. Spain, seeking their first title, 

pushed Germany to their limits but couldn't overcome 

the pressure. The win highlights Germany's dominance in 

junior hockey, with the team celebrating another 

successful title defense. 

 
PM Modi Congratulates Junior Hockey Team for Bronze 

Medal Win :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised India's Junior 

Men's Hockey Team for securing a bronze medal at the 

FIH Hockey Men's Junior World Cup 2025. This 

achievement marks India's first-ever bronze in the 

tournament, highlighting the young athletes' skill and 

determination. The victory is expected to inspire young 

sports enthusiasts across the country. 

 
Kohli and Pant to Strengthen Delhi's Vijay Hazare 

Trophy Squad :- 

Virat Kohli and Rishabh Pant will join Delhi's squad for 

the Vijay Hazare Trophy, boosting the team's prospects 

in the domestic one-day tournament. Both players' 

participation aligns with BCCI's directive for contracted 

players to engage in domestic cricket. Delhi aims to 

leverage their experience to improve performance in the 

competition. 
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IOC Invites Three Cities for 2030 Youth Olympic Games 

Dialogue :- 

The International Olympic Committee has invited 

Asuncion, Bangkok, and Santiago for dialogues regarding 

the 2030 Youth Olympic Games hosting rights. The 

discussions aim to reform and reshape the Youth 

Olympic Games to align with future needs. The final host 

city is expected to be elected by June 2026. 

 
Abdul Quadir Indori Wins Two Golds at Asian Youth 

Para Games :- 

Indian para-athlete Abdul Quadir Indori secured two gold 

medals in the 50m butterfly and backstroke events at the 

Asian Youth Para Games 2025 in Dubai. His victory 

underscores the dedication and potential of India's 

young para-athletes on the international stage, inspiring 

future generations of athletes with disabilities. 

 
Vinesh Phogat Returns from Retirement, Aims for 2028 

Olympics :- 

Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat announced her return to 

competitive wrestling, setting her sights on the 2028 Los 

Angeles Olympics. The decision follows her retirement 

after the Paris 2024 Olympics, where she was disqualified 

in the final bout. Phogat, known for her resilience and 

dedication, aims to reclaim her status in international 

wrestling. Her comeback reflects her enduring passion 

for the sport and determination to achieve Olympic 

success. Phogat's journey inspires many, underscoring 

the spirit of perseverance and ambition in Indian sports. 

 
India Wins First-Ever Squash World Cup :- 

India's squash team made history by winning their first-

ever Squash World Cup title at the SDAT Squash World 

Cup 2025 in Chennai. The team, consisting of Joshna 

Chinnappa, Abhay Singh, Velavan Senthil Kumar, and 

Anahat Singh, displayed exceptional performances, 

defeating top seeds Hong Kong, China, in the final. This 

victory marks a significant milestone in Indian squash, 

boosting the sport's popularity among youth. The win is 

particularly noteworthy as squash is set to make its 
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Olympic debut at the Los Angeles 2028 Games, 

highlighting India's growing prominence in the sport. 

 
India Wins 56 Medals at Dubai 2025 Asian Youth Para 

Games :- 

India secured a total of 56 medals, including 19 gold, at 

the Dubai 2025 Asian Youth Para Games. The event 

showcased the growing competitiveness of para sports 

across Asia. Indian athletes delivered standout 

performances, contributing to the country's impressive 

medal tally. The Games highlighted the importance of 

inclusion and equal opportunity in sports, reinforcing 

India's commitment to supporting para-athletes and 

promoting sportsmanship at the youth level. 

 
Gujarat Hosts All India Civil Services Lawn Tennis 

Tournament :- 

The All India Civil Services Lawn Tennis Tournament 

2025-26 commenced in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, 

highlighting the state's growing prominence in sports. 

The event brings together civil servants from across the 

country, fostering camaraderie and sportsmanship. This 

year's edition introduces the Women's Team 

Championship, promoting inclusivity and equal 

opportunity in sports. The tournament reflects Gujarat's 

commitment to nurturing a vibrant sporting culture and 

supporting India's broader sports development goals. 

 
IDCA National Cricket Championship for the Deaf Begins 

in Kolkata :- 

The 4th edition of the Test National Cricket 

Championship for the Deaf, organized by the Indian Deaf 

Cricket Association (IDCA), commenced on December 18, 

2025, in Kolkata. Supported by the BCCI and 

international deaf cricket councils, the event features 

teams from Delhi, Bengal, Odisha, and Jammu  Kashmir. 

The championship promotes inclusivity in sports and 

provides a platform for hearing-impaired athletes to 

showcase their talent. Under the patronage of the Cyrus 

Poonawalla Group, the event highlights the potential of 

differently-abled cricketers, aiming to inspire wider 

participation in cricket across India. 

 
Satwik-Chirag Secure Victory in World Tour Finals 

Opening Match :- 

India's top men's doubles pair, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 

and Chirag Shetty, kicked off their BWF World Tour Finals 

2025 campaign with a win against China's Liang Wei Keng 

and Wang Chang. Overcoming a first-game setback, the 
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duo won 12-21, 22-20, 21-14. Ranked third globally, they 

aim for a semifinal berth in this prestigious tournament, 

having shown consistent performance throughout the 

year. Their success highlights India's growing prowess in 

international badminton. 

 
India Clinches T20I Series Against South Africa with 30-

Run Victory :- 

India secured a 3-1 series victory over South Africa in the 

fifth T20I at Ahmedabad, winning by 30 runs. Tilak 

Varma's 73 and Hardik Pandya's rapid 63 propelled India 

to 231/5. The duo's 105-run partnership revived India's 

innings after a mid-innings slump. Chasing 232, South 

Africa reached 118/1 at halfway but lost crucial wickets 

thereafter. Varun Chakaravarthy claimed 4/53, and 

Jasprit Bumrah took 2/17, restricting South Africa to 

201/8. The victory marks India's eighth consecutive T20I 

series win since December 2023, bolstering their 

confidence ahead of the T20 World Cup. 

 
Dhakshineswar Suresh Leads Aussie Mavericks to WTL 

Victory :- 

India's Dhakshineswar Suresh has helped the Aussie 

Mavericks Kites secure their first World Tennis League 

title by defeating the AOS Eagles 22-19. The victory 

marks a significant achievement for Suresh, who 

emerged as a standout player in the tournament. The 

event, held at the SM Krishna Stadium, showcased top 

tennis talent, including former US Open champion Daniil 

Medvedev. Suresh's performance against top players like 

Medvedev highlights his potential to become a 

prominent figure in Indian tennis. 

 
Gill Excluded from India's T20 World Cup Squad :- 

Shubman Gill has been left out of India's squad for the 

2026 Men's T20 World Cup, with selectors prioritizing 

team balance. Ishan Kishan and Rinku Singh make 

comebacks, while Axar Patel is named vice-captain. The 

World Cup, co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka, begins in 

February. India aims to defend their title, with the 

squad's composition reflecting strategic considerations 

for the tournament. 

 
Deepti Sharma Achieves Historic Feat in T20I Cricket :- 

Indian cricketer Deepti Sharma has become the first 

player in T20I history to score 1000 runs and take 150 

wickets. Achieving this during a match against Sri Lanka 

in Thiruvananthapuram, Deepti's performance 

underscores her versatility in the sport. She also tied with 

Australia's Megan Schutt as the joint-highest wicket-

taker in women's T20I cricket. Her recent form has been 

pivotal, earning her the Player of the Tournament award 

at the 2025 ICC Women's World Cup and a significant bid 

in the Women's Premier League auction. 
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17: State
 

 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Praises Punjab's Stubble 

Management Success :- 

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan commended 

Ransih Kalan village in Punjab for its successful stubble 

management practices, presenting it as a national 

model. The village's efforts have significantly reduced 

stubble burning incidents, contributing to improved soil 

health and reduced fertilizer usage. Chouhan's visit 

underscores the importance of sustainable agricultural 

practices and the potential for nationwide adoption to 

address environmental concerns and enhance 

productivity. 

 
Dharmendra Pradhan and Yogi Adityanath Inaugurate 

Kashi–Tamil Sangamam 4.0 :- 

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and UP CM Yogi 

Adityanath inaugurated Kashi–Tamil Sangamam 4.0, 

celebrating cultural ties between Kashi and Tamil Nadu. 

The event promotes Tamil language learning and cultural 

exchange, reflecting India's rich linguistic heritage. This 

initiative highlights the importance of cultural 

understanding in national unity. 

 
Amit Shah Inaugurates EARTH Summit 2025 in 

Gandhinagar :- 

Union Home  Cooperation Minister Amit Shah 

inaugurated the EARTH Summit 2025 in Gandhinagar, 

focusing on strengthening the rural economy. The 

summit introduced over 13 new services under the 

'Sahakar Sarathi' initiative, aiming to address issues 

related to agriculture, animal husbandry, and 

cooperatives. Shah emphasized the importance of digital 

technology in advancing the cooperative sector. The 

summit is part of a series of events aimed at creating a 

policy framework for rural development, with the final 

meeting scheduled in Delhi next year. 

 
Amit Shah Inaugurates Major Development Works in 

Ahmedabad :- 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated 

development projects worth ₹1,500 crore in 

Ahmedabad, emphasizing Gujarat's growth under the 
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Narendra Modi government. Highlighting sports 

initiatives like 'Khelo Gujarat,' Shah announced 

Ahmedabad's selection to host the 2030 Commonwealth 

Games. The projects, including sports complexes and 

housing initiatives, reflect the region's infrastructural 

progress. Shah also underscored the importance of 

cultural and civilizational values in India's global 

standing. 

 
Pravasi Rajasthani Divas: State Unveils 13 New Policies 

for Investment :- 

Pravasi Rajasthani Divas was celebrated with the launch 

of 13 new state policies aimed at attracting major 

investments worth Rs 1 lakh crore. The event in Jaipur 

saw participation from NRIs, industrialists, and state and 

national leaders. The new policies target sectors like AI, 

tourism, and agriculture, promising to accelerate 

Rajasthan's growth and create employment 

opportunities. This strategic move is expected to 

enhance Rajasthan's industrial landscape and foster 

deeper collaboration with global investors.  

 
Assam CM Inaugurates Swahid Smarak on Swahid 

Diwas :- 

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma inaugurated 

the Swahid Smarak in Guwahati on Swahid Diwas, 

honoring the martyrs of the Assam Movement. The 

memorial commemorates those who fought against 

infiltration from Bangladesh. The CM announced plans 

for a digital library documenting the Assam Movement 

and Assamese history. The inauguration underscores 

Assam's commitment to preserving its cultural heritage 

and identity. 

 
Jyotiraditya Scindia Unveils Shivaji Maharaj Statue in 

Karnataka :- 

Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia unveiled a 25-foot 

statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in Athani, 

Karnataka, highlighting the Maratha ruler's legacy of 

courage and national pride. The statue symbolizes the 

ideals of Hindavi Swaraj and aims to inspire future 

generations. The event, attended by religious and 

political leaders, emphasized the historical significance 

of Belagavi in Shivaji Maharaj's southern campaigns. 

Scindia linked the Maratha ruler's ideals to 

contemporary India, drawing parallels with Prime 

Minister Modi's vision of a self-reliant nation. The statue 

stands as a tribute to Shivaji Maharaj's enduring 

influence on Indian history. 

 
Tamil Nadu to Conduct Hornbill Population Survey in 

Key Forests :- 
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As part of the Hornbill Conservation Initiative, Tamil 

Nadu's Forest Department will conduct a comprehensive 

population survey of four hornbill species across major 

forest landscapes. The survey aims to estimate 

population size and density, providing a scientific 

baseline for long-term conservation planning. The 

initiative underscores the importance of biodiversity 

conservation and the role of hornbills in forest 

ecosystems. The survey is scheduled to coincide with the 

hornbill breeding season for accurate data collection. 

 
Tamil Nadu's Iconic Products Seek GI Tag for Market 

Protection :- 

Producers of Thoothukudi salt, Authoor Poovan banana, 

and Villiseri lemon from Tamil Nadu have applied for the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. Facilitated by NABARD, 

these applications aim to secure legal protection and 

preserve traditional practices. Thoothukudi salt is 

renowned for its purity, Authoor Poovan banana for its 

unique taste, and Villiseri lemon for its aroma and juice 

content. The GI tag will enhance market visibility and 

protect the region's agricultural heritage. 

 
Tamil Nadu to Conduct Literacy Exam for Over 1,400 

Prison Inmates :- 

Tamil Nadu's special literacy programme will see 1,455 

prison inmates take a basic literacy exam in January 

2026. The initiative, part of the New India Literacy 

Programme, aims to provide foundational education to 

inmates, promoting rehabilitation and reintegration. By 

equipping inmates with literacy skills, the state seeks to 

enhance their post-release opportunities. This effort 

reflects Tamil Nadu's commitment to inclusive education 

and social reform, supporting marginalized groups within 

the prison system. 

 
Assam Allocates Rs 250 Crore for Bodoland 

Development :- 

The Assam Cabinet approved Rs 250 crore for the 

Bodoland Territorial Council under the State-Owned 

Priority Development Fund. This allocation aims to 

enhance rural infrastructure and development in 

Bodoland, promoting connectivity and civic amenities. 

The decision reflects the government's commitment to 

sustaining peace and inclusive growth in the region, 

following the Bodoland Territorial Region accord. 

Additionally, the Cabinet approved environmental 

protection measures and land transfers for national 

security infrastructure, highlighting Assam's focus on 

balanced development and security. 
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Assam Fertiliser Plant to Boost Regional Economy :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone 

for a major ammonia-urea fertiliser project in Namrup, 

Assam. The project, with an investment of over Rs 10,600 

crore, is expected to boost Assam's industrial growth and 

strengthen fertiliser availability in the region. This 

initiative aligns with the government's vision of 

enhancing farmers' welfare and reducing import 

dependency. The project is anticipated to generate 

substantial employment and contribute to the region's 

economic development. 

 
Odisha CM Launches Development Projects Worth Rs 

545 Crore :- 

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi inaugurated 

and laid the foundation for 86 projects in Koraput 

district, totaling Rs 545 crore. These projects span 

irrigation, health, infrastructure, and education, aimed at 

boosting regional development. The initiatives were 

announced during the National-Level Tribal Festival 

Parva-2025, which celebrates tribal culture and history. 

The government’s focus on heritage and development 

reflects its commitment to social and economic progress 

in tribal regions. 

 
PM Modi Inaugurated Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow 

:- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rashtra 

Prerna Sthal in Lucknow on Atal Bihari Vajpayee's birth 

anniversary. This national memorial honors Vajpayee's 

legacy and contributions to India's political landscape. 

The 65-acre complex features 65-feet-high bronze 

statues of prominent leaders and a state-of-the-art 

museum. The memorial symbolizes the government's 

effort to commemorate India's great leaders and inspire 

future generations with ideals of leadership and good 

governance. 

 
PM Modi Inaugurates Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow 

Honoring Atal Bihari Vajpayee :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rashtra 

Prerna Sthal in Lucknow on the 101st birth anniversary 

of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. This 

national memorial, developed at a cost of ₹230 crore, is 

dedicated to Vajpayee's life and ideals. The complex 

features 65-feet-high bronze statues of Vajpayee, Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mookerjee, and Pandit Deendayal 

Upadhyaya, symbolizing their contributions to India's 

political thought and nation-building. The state-of-the-
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art lotus-shaped museum within the memorial 

showcases India's national journey and leadership legacy 

through digital and immersive technologies, providing 

visitors an interactive educational experience. 

 
Gujarat RERA Introduces SOP for Speedy Complaint 

Resolution :- 

The Gujarat Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) has 

implemented a new Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

aimed at expediting the resolution of homebuyers' 

complaints. This digital-first approach enhances the 

existing online system, specifying procedural timelines 

and responsibilities to reduce delays and improve 

efficiency. Homebuyers can now file complaints online, 

with a requirement to submit physical copies within 

seven days. Complaints are categorized into two forms 

for streamlined proceedings, and stakeholders can track 

progress via the RERA dashboard. 

 
World’s Largest Open Air Theatre ‘Dhanu Yatra’ Begins 

in Odisha’s Bargarh :- 

The annual Dhanu Yatra, celebrated as the world’s 

largest open-air theatre festival, has commenced in 

Bargarh, Odisha, drawing performers and audiences 

from across the state and beyond. This unique cultural 

extravaganza transforms the entire town into a living 

stage, with Bargarh representing the mythological city of 

Mathura, the Jeera River symbolising the Yamuna, and 

neighbouring villages becoming other key locales from 

the Krishna–Kansa narrative. Over its eleven-day run, the 

festival stages dramatic episodes from Lord Krishna’s life, 

especially focusing on his childhood and the climactic 

story of his confrontation with his tyrannical uncle, King 

Kansa.    

 
Gujarat National Law University Hosts EPFO Officers’ 

Training Valedictory :- 

Gujarat National Law University hosted the valedictory 

session of a four-week Induction Training Programme for 

EPFO officers, in collaboration with the Pandit Deen 

Dayal Upadhyaya National Academy of Social Security. 

The programme, attended by 62 officers, covered 

diverse subjects such as law, labour codes, and 

professional etiquette. The training emphasized 

customer-centric service delivery and responsiveness in 

EPFO's functioning. Officers were encouraged to apply 

their knowledge in the national interest, ensuring 

optimal benefits for stakeholders and enhancing EPFO's 

service standards. 
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Telangana Govt Launches Exposure Tour for Adivasi 

Communities :- 

Telangana's Minister for Tourism, Jupally Krishna Rao, 

announced an 'Education and Exposure Tour' for Adivasis 

from Kummarikunta to bridge socio-economic divides. 

The initiative offers a tour to Hyderabad, showcasing 

historical and modern landmarks, aiming to inspire youth 

and enhance awareness. The government emphasizes 

education as a tool for change, promising free 

educational materials and improved living standards. 

This initiative aligns with Telangana's 'Cultural Exchange' 

policy, ensuring equal access to progress while 

preserving tribal heritage. 

18: Summits & Conferences
  

 
President Murmu Commends Brahma Kumaris' Efforts 

for Global Peace :- 

President Droupadi Murmu attended the Brahma 

Kumaris' annual theme launch in Lucknow, emphasizing 

the importance of meditation for world unity and trust. 

She highlighted the challenges modern society faces 

despite technological advancements, stressing the need 

for inner peace and spiritual awareness. President 

Murmu praised the Brahma Kumaris for their 

contributions to peace, women's empowerment, and 

education, reflecting India's commitment to global 

harmony and human values. 

 

India Strengthens Global Digital Leadership at ITU's 

WTDC-2025 :- 

India emerged as a key contributor to the global digital 

agenda at the World Telecommunication Development 

Conference 2025 (WTDC-25) in Baku. Under the 

leadership of Dr. Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar, India 

advanced resolutions on smart cities, cybersecurity, and 

innovation. The event highlighted India's commitment to 

universal connectivity and digital transformation, 

aligning with its vision for an equitable digital future. 

India's active participation and leadership roles at the 

conference reinforce its status as a central player in 

international telecom development, driving innovation 

and global digital cooperation. 

 
Sitharaman Calls for Global Cooperation at Tax 

Transparency Forum :- 

Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman emphasized 

global cooperation to tackle tax challenges at the Global 

Forum Plenary Meeting in New Delhi. Highlighting the 

impact of digitalization on tax systems, she urged for 

confidentiality and cybersecurity in information sharing. 

This call underscores the need for international 
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collaboration to address tax evasion and ensure fair 

economic governance. 

 
India’s Finance Minister Inaugurates 18th Plenary 

Meeting of the Global Forum on Tax Information 

Exchange :- 

The inauguration of the 18th Plenary Meeting of the 

Global Forum on Tax Information Exchange by India’s 

Finance Minister highlights the country’s active role in 

promoting transparency and cooperation in 

international taxation. The gathering brings together 

representatives from numerous countries to discuss 

automatic information-sharing, tax evasion prevention, 

and global compliance standards. Hosting such a major 

event underscores India’s growing influence in shaping 

global financial governance and its commitment to fair 

tax practices.   

 
India Hosts Global South Meet on Public Finance 

Management :- 

India hosted a high-level seminar in New Delhi on public 

financial management (PFM) practices with Global South 

countries. The event, organized by the Ministry of 

Finance and Ministry of External Affairs, focused on 

knowledge exchange in treasury reforms, fund-flow 

management, and audit frameworks. Delegates from 

several partner nations discussed fiscal challenges and 

explored adopting India's digital and treasury 

architecture. The seminar served as a precursor to India's 

proposal for a PFM Forum for the Global South, aimed at 

fostering continued dialogue and capacity-sharing. 

 
President Murmu to Attend NHRC's Human Rights Day 

Event :- 

President Droupadi Murmu will attend the National 

Human Rights Commission's Human Rights Day function 

in New Delhi. The event focuses on the theme 'Ensuring 

Everyday Essentials,' emphasizing the significance of 

public services in upholding dignity and equality. 

Discussions will address access to amenities and 

responsive governance. The NHRC highlights India's 

progress in expanding essential services but stresses the 

need to address gaps in access and accountability. 

 
PM Modi Welcomes UNESCO Cultural Heritage Session 

in Delhi :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed the 20th 

Session of UNESCO’s Committee on Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in New Delhi. The event, held at the Red Fort, 

underscores India's dedication to preserving cultural 
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traditions. Modi highlighted the forum's role in fostering 

global cultural connections and promoting living heritage 

across nations. 

 
Bridge Summit 2025 Showcases Global Media and Tech 

Innovation :- 

The Bridge Summit 2025 concluded in Abu Dhabi, 

drawing over 60,000 participants and showcasing 

innovations in media and technology. The event featured 

workshops, panels, and exhibitions on topics such as 

digital creativity and platform strategy. Indian 

technology firm Brahma AI gained attention for its 

localization systems. The summit provided a platform for 

media professionals to explore new revenue models and 

international partnerships. 

 
PM Modi's Upcoming Visit to Jordan, Ethiopia, and 

Oman :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's upcoming visit to 

Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman aims to bolster India's ties 

with West Asia and Africa. The visit will focus on 

reviewing bilateral relations, promoting peace and 

stability, and exploring new areas of partnership. The 

tour coincides with significant diplomatic anniversaries, 

providing opportunities to deepen cooperation. 

 
CERT-In Hosts Cybersecurity Session for Foreign 

Journalists :- 

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-

In) conducted a cybersecurity familiarization program for 

journalists from Europe, the Americas, and Central Asia. 

The session, in collaboration with the Ministry of External 

Affairs, highlighted India's cybersecurity framework and 

emerging threats. CERT-In's Director General, Sanjay 

Bahl, outlined India's initiatives in building a resilient 

cyber ecosystem through public-private partnerships 

and international collaborations. The program 

emphasized India's role as a global cybersecurity hub, 

underscoring the importance of AI in threat detection 

and response. 

 
India and Georgia Expand Bilateral Ties in Foreign Office 

Consultations :- 

India and Georgia recently conducted the 8th round of 

Foreign Office Consultations in Tbilisi, led by Sibi George 

and Alexander Khvitisiashvili, respectively. Both nations 

reviewed their bilateral relations, focusing on political, 
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economic, and cultural engagements. They explored new 

cooperation avenues in emerging sectors and discussed 

regional and global issues of mutual interest. The 

consultations underscore a shared vision for deeper 

collaboration and sustained momentum in India–

Georgia relations. 

 
Amit Shah Addressed National Cooperative Summit :- 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressed the National 

Cooperative Summit in Panchkula, focusing on 

sustainable agriculture and cooperative development. 

Organized by Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd, the 

summit aims to enhance the role of primary agricultural 

credit societies and strengthen cooperative models. The 

event aligns with Prime Minister Modi's vision of 

'Prosperity through Cooperation,' emphasizing the 

importance of cooperatives in ensuring farmer income 

stability. 

 

Amit Shah Inaugurates Anti-Terrorism Conference 2025 

:- 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the Anti-

Terrorism Conference 2025, emphasizing the need for a 

technology-driven security grid to counter evolving 

threats. Organized by the National Investigation Agency, 

the conference focuses on strengthening India's counter-

terrorism capabilities. Shah highlighted the importance 

of proactive intelligence and urged coordinated efforts 

among security agencies to combat terrorism effectively. 

 
PM Modi Chairs National Conference on Human Capital 

for Viksit Bharat :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the fifth National 

Conference of Chief Secretaries in Delhi, focusing on 

'Human Capital for Viksit Bharat'. Emphasizing 

cooperative federalism, Modi highlighted India’s 

demographic advantage with 70% of the population in 

the working age. The conference aimed at strengthening 

governance, service delivery, and manufacturing, with a 

focus on self-reliance. Modi urged states to develop 

global-level tourist destinations, improve Ease of Doing 

Business, and enhance the services sector.  
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

1) Who was the most expensive player at the 2025 

Women’s Premier League (WPL) auction? 

A) Harmanpreet Kaur 

B) Amelia Kerr 

C) Deepti Sharma 

D) Alyssa Healy 

2) What is the main objective of the CBDT’s second 

NUDGE initiative launched in November 2025? 

A) Promoting digital payments 

B) Boosting voluntary compliance on foreign asset 

disclosure 

C) Encouraging MSME exports 

D) Increasing GST collections 

3) Which event did President Droupadi Murmu 

recently inaugurate, highlighting India’s evolving 

defence strategy? 

A) Defence Expo 2025 

B) Vayu Shakti Exercise 

C) Chanakya Defence Dialogue-2025 

D) Parakram Parv 

4) Which Indian state won the top award in the 

Partner State category at the 44th India 

International Trade Fair (IITF) 2025? 

A) Odisha 

B) Rajasthan 

C) Jharkhand 

D) Kerala   

5) Which country recently achieved its first Test 

series win in India in 25 years, as of November 

2025? 

A) Australia 

B) England 

C) South Africa 

D) New Zealand  

6) Who inaugurated the Ramayana Theme Park 

and unveiled a 77-feet-tall statue of Lord Rama in 

Goa in November 2025? 

A) President Droupadi Murmu 

B) Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

C) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

D) Home Minister Amit Shah 

7) What urgent assistance did India provide to Sri 

Lanka following Cyclone Ditwah in November 

2025? 

A) Military support 

B) Medical teams only 

C) Relief materials and HADR support 

D) Financial loan 

8) Which Indian state was recognized as a national 

model for successful stubble management in 2025? 

A) Haryana 

B) Punjab 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Bihar 

9) Who outlined the Indian Army's three-phase 

transformation pathway at the Chanakya Defence 

Dialogue 2025? 

A) General Anil Chauhan 

B) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 

C) General Upendra Dwivedi 

D) President Droupadi Murmu   

10) President Droupadi Murmu addressed which 

organization’s annual theme launch focusing on 

'Meditation for World Unity and Trust' in 2025? 

A) Art of Living 

B) ISKCON 

C) Brahma Kumaris 

D) Ramakrishna Mission  

11) Which app, developed under the leadership of 

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, aims 

to unify nearly 40 election-related services in India 

by January 2026? 

A) Voter Helpline 

B) ECINet 

C) cVIGIL 

D) Polling Trends 
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12) Which Indian state will benefit from a $500 

million ADB loan for a Power Distribution 

Enhancement Programme focused on agricultural 

solarization? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Maharashtra 

D) Assam  

13) Which Indian defense vessel, delivered in 

November 2025, is the fourth of the Nilgiri-class 

stealth frigates under Project 17A? 

A) INS Nilgiri 

B) INS Udaygiri 

C) INS Taragiri 

D) INS Vikrant 

14) India was re-elected to which global maritime 

body’s council with the highest votes in Category B 

for 2026–27? 

A) International Maritime Organization 

B) World Trade Organization 

C) International Telecommunication Union 

D) Asian Development Bank   

15) Which Indian state received a $109.97 million 

ADB loan for a Skills Development Programme in 

November 2025? 

A) Kerala 

B) Gujarat 

C) West Bengal 

D) Telangana  

16) What is the key feature of the new government 

rules targeting SIM-less app usage in India? 

A) Mandatory KYC for all users 

B) Compulsory app linking with Aadhaar 

C) Apps must remain linked to the active SIM card 

D) Ban on all international calls 

17) Which newly inducted ship did PM Modi 

describe as a symbol of the Indian Navy’s self-

reliance? 

A) INS Vikramaditya 

B) INS Khukri 

C) INS Mahe 

D) INS Arihant 

18) Which sportsperson broke Shahid Afridi's 

record for most ODI sixes during the India vs South 

Africa ODI in Ranchi? 

A) Virat Kohli 

B) Rohit Sharma 

C) KL Rahul 

D) Ruturaj Gaikwad 

19) Which new indigenous trainer aircraft was 

unveiled by India’s CSIR–NAL in November 2025? 

A) Tejas Mk-2 

B) Hansa-3 NG 

C) SARAS Mk-2 

D) HTT-40   

20) Which law amendment bill is among the 

legislative items identified for the Parliament’s 

Winter Session 2025? 

A) Right to Information Bill 

B) National Highways (Amendment) Bill 

C) Companies Act (Amendment) Bill 

D) Representation of the People (Amendment) Bill  

21) Which mobile application has the Department 

of Telecommunications (DoT) mandated to be pre-

installed on all phones sold in India to curb telecom 

frauds? 

A) DigiLocker 

B) Sanchar Saathi 

C) Aarogya Setu 

D) mParivahan 

22) As of December 2025, what percentage of Atal 

Pension Yojana subscribers are women? 

A) 34% 

B) 48% 

C) 52% 

D) 60% 

23) Who is scheduled to assume the chairmanship 

of International IDEA on behalf of India in 

December 2026? 

A) Chief Justice of India 
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B) Finance Minister 

C) Chief Election Commissioner 

D) External Affairs Minister 

24) Which government programme has handled 

over 29.7 lakh mental health calls since its launch 

in India? 

A) e-Sanjeevani 

B) Tele-MANAS 

C) Ayushman Bharat 

D) Manodarpan   

25) Which force celebrated its 61st Raising Day on 

December 1, 2025, with PM Modi praising its role 

in border security? 

A) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 

B) Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 

C) Border Security Force (BSF) 

D) Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)  

26) Which system will NHAI deploy across national 

highways to enhance road safety via telecom 

alerts? 

A) e-Toll Plaza System 

B) Automated Traffic Violation Detection 

C) Telecom-Based Safety Alert System 

D) Digital Traffic Cameras 

27) Which drugs did WHO recently recommend for 

long-term obesity treatment, as noted in 

December 2025? 

A) Statins 

B) GLP-1 therapies 

C) Metformin 

D) Insulin analogues 

28) Which Indian festival was inaugurated by 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan in December 2025 to 

showcase women’s entrepreneurship? 

A) India International Trade Fair 

B) Saras Aajeevika Food Festival 

C) Bharat Parv 

D) Mela Utsav 

29) Which digital initiative was relaunched in 2025 

to improve accessibility for persons with 

disabilities in India? 

A) Digital India Portal 

B) Sugamya Bharat App 

C) Swachh Bharat App 

D) e-Shram Portal   

30) Which city in Ukraine did Russia claim to have 

captured in December 2025, marking strategic 

gains in the Donbas region? 

A) Kyiv 

B) Pokrovsk 

C) Odessa 

D) Kherson  

31) World Soil Day is observed every year to 

highlight the importance of healthy soil. When is it 

celebrated? 

A) 10 December 

B) 8 December 

C) 5 December 

D) 2 December 

32) Which Indian state recently launched an 

initiative focusing on soil testing and farmer 

awareness called the “Mitti Samman Abhiyan”? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Haryana 

C) Odisha 

D) Tamil Nadu 

33) Who is the Chief of the Indian Navy? 

A) Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi  

B) Admiral Karambir Singh  

C) Admiral R. Hari Kumar 

D) Admiral Sunil Lanba 

34) Indian Navy Day commemorates which historic 

military operation? 

A) Operation Brasstacks 

B) Operation Trident 

C) Operation Parakram 

D) Operation Meghdoot  
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35) Which Indian author won the 2025 Sahitya 

Akademi Award for English literature? 

A) Anuradha Roy 

B) Jeet Thayil 

C) Kiran Desai 

D) Perumal Murugan  

36) On which date is the International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities observed every year? 

A) 2 December 

B) 3 December 

C) 4 December 

D) 5 December 

37) The Ministry of Tourism recently partnered 

with which digital platform to showcase India 

globally through cinematic storytelling?  

A) Disney+ Hotstar 

B) Amazon Prime Video 

C) Netflix 

D) YouTube 

38) In which location did the 2025 edition of the 

India–Maldives joint military exercise Ekuverin 

begin? 

A) Male 

B) Thiruvananthapuram 

C) Kochi 

D) Colombo  

39) Who has recently been named as the Executive 

Director of the Reserve Bank of India? 

A) Shaktikanta Das 

B) T. Rabi Sankar 

C) Usha Janaki Raman 

D) Rajeshwar Rao  

40) Which individual has been awarded the Dr. 

Paulos Mar Gregorios Award for the year 2025? 

A) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

B) Tessy Thomas 

C) Ritu Karidhal 

D) Nandini Harinath  

41) Which vaccine was found to reduce the risk of 

death from dementia by nearly 30% in a recent 

study? 

 

A) Shingrix 

B) Covaxin 

C) Zostavax 

D) Rotavirus 

42) During President Putin's December 2025 visit, 

which agreement did India and Russia sign to ease 

cross-border mobility? 

A) Free Trade Agreement 

B) Migration and Mobility Agreement 

C) Strategic Defense Pact 

D) Climate Action Treaty 

43) Which annual event, focusing on exam stress 

for students, is set for its 9th edition in January 

2026? 

A) Khelo India Youth Games 

B) Pariksha Pe Charcha 

C) Fit India Movement 

D) Digital India Summit 

44) What was the main outcome of the India–

Russia Business Forum attended by PM Modi and 

President Putin in December 2025? 

A) Signing of a defense treaty 

B) Commitment to $100 billion trade before 2030 

C) Oil price regulation agreement 

D) Joint Olympic bid   

45) Which technological initiative has Indian 

Railways expanded to prevent elephant fatalities 

on tracks? 

A) Automatic Train Protection (ATP) 

B) Intrusion Detection System (IDS) 

C) Smart Ticketing 

D) Hyperloop Testing  

46) Which Indian minister recently inaugurated the 

largest-ever single-day launch of 125 BRO border 

infrastructure projects? 

A) Amit Shah 
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B) Rajnath Singh 

C) Nitin Gadkari 

D) Narendra Modi 

47) Which Indian state will benefit from a new 

initiative to install 1.5 lakh rooftop solar units 

under a utility-led model? 

A) Gujarat 

B) Odisha 

C) Rajasthan 

D) Maharashtra 

48) Who was awarded Player of the Series in 

India's ODI series win over South Africa in 

December 2025? 

A) KL Rahul 

B) Rohit Sharma 

C) Virat Kohli 

D) Yashasvi Jaiswal 

49) Which festival in Nagaland saw the 

participation of Switzerland, Ireland, and the UK as 

partner countries for the first time in 2025? 

A) Moatsu Festival 

B) Hornbill Festival 

C) Wangala Festival 

D) Bihu Festival   

50) Which Indian city hosted the Global Energy 

Leaders’ Summit 2025, where major renewable 

initiatives were announced? 

A) Delhi 

B) Mumbai 

C) Puri 

D) Chennai  

51) Which city is hosting the 20th Session of 

UNESCO’s Committee on Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in December 2025? 

A) Jaipur 

B) Kolkata 

C) New Delhi 

D) Mumbai 

52) Which initiative aims to revive water bodies 

and promote watershed management in 

Nagaland? 

A) Jal Jeevan Mission 

B) Mission Watershed PUNARUTTHAN 

C) Namami Gange 

D) Atal Bhujal Yojana 

53) Which global summit on traditional medicine 

will India host from 17–19 December 2025? 

A) G20 Health Summit 

B) WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine 

C) Ayush World Congress 

D) BRICS Health Forum 

54) What is the main goal of the National Mission 

on Edible Oils (NMEO) as reported in December 

2025? 

A) Increase sugarcane production 

B) Achieve edible oil self-reliance 

C) Promote organic farming 

D) Reduce rice imports   

55) Which Indian city is being considered to host 

the 2036 Olympic Games? 

A) Bengaluru 

B) Kolkata 

C) Ahmedabad 

D) Chennai  

56) Which tech giant announced its largest-ever 

investment in Asia, committing $17.5 billion to 

develop AI capabilities in India in December 2025? 

A) Google 

B) Apple 

C) Microsoft 

D) Amazon 

57) Which event marks the 150th anniversary and 

was debated in India's Parliament in December 

2025? 

 

A) Jana Gana Mana 

B) Vande Mataram 

C) Satyameva Jayate 
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D) Bharat Mata Ki Jai 

58) Which major Indian health initiative had 

operationalised over 1.8 lakh centres and 

completed more than 130 crore NCD screenings by 

October 2025? 

A) PM-JAY 

B) Ayushman Arogya Mandirs 

C) National Rural Health Mission 

D) Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana 

59) Where did the Pravasi Rajasthani Divas 2025 

was organized? 

A) Bikaner  

B) Jaisalmer  

C) Jaipur 

D) Jodhpur    

60) Which Indian law, implemented in November 

2025, formally recognized gig and platform 

workers for social security? 

A) Industrial Disputes Act 

B) Social Security Code 

C) Minimum Wages Act 

D) Contract Labour Act  

61) Who recently held high-level talks with EU 

Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic to accelerate 

the India-EU Free Trade Agreement? 

A) Nirmala Sitharaman 

B) Piyush Goyal 

C) S. Jaishankar 

D) Narendra Modi 

62) Which country became the first to ban social 

media access for children under 16 as of December 

2025? 

A) United States 

B) Australia 

C) United Kingdom 

D) Canada 

63) Who was recently congratulated by Prime 

Minister Modi on becoming the new Prime 

Minister of the Czech Republic? 

A) Petr Fiala 

B) Milos Zeman 

C) Andrej Babis 

D) Ivan Bartos 

64) Which Indian cricketer's all-round performance 

led to India's 101-run victory over South Africa in 

the 1st T20I in December 2025? 

A) Jasprit Bumrah 

B) Abhishek Sharma 

C) Hardik Pandya 

D) Shubman Gill   

65) What major aviation directive did the Ministry 

of Civil Aviation issue to IndiGo in December 2025? 

A) Complete suspension of flights 

B) 10% cut in flight operations 

C) Merger with Air India 

D) Ban on international routes  

66) Which Indian city recently hosted the 20th 

session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental 

Committee that added Deepavali to the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage List? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Kolkata 

C) Chennai 

D) New Delhi 

67) According to the Asian Development Bank’s 

latest outlook, what is India’s projected GDP 

growth rate for 2025–26? 

A) 6.0% 

B) 6.5% 

C) 7.2% 

D) 7.8%  

68) Which Indian state inaugurated the 'Swahid 

Smarak' to honor martyrs of the Assam 

Movement? 

A) West Bengal 

B) Tripura 

C) Assam 

D) Meghalaya 



SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com 

 

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI -  26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448 

 

95 

69) Under the National Supercomputing Mission, 

how many supercomputers have been deployed 

across India as of December 2025? 

A) 12 

B) 25 

C) 37 

D) 50   

70) Which country’s cuisine was inscribed on 

UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list at a 

session in Delhi in 2025? 

A) French 

B) Mexican 

C) Italian 

D) Japanese  

71) Which Indian city launched the country's first 

fully indigenous hydrogen fuel cell-powered 

passenger vessel in December 2025? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Kolkata 

C) Varanasi 

D) Chennai 

72) What percentage of India's districts had 5G 

services available as of October 31, 2025, according 

to the government? 

A) 85% 

B) 92.5% 

C) 99.9% 

D) 100% 

73) Which major life insurance company continued 

to dominate India's single-premium business 

during the strong rebound in November 2025? 

A) ICICI Prudential 

B) HDFC Life 

C) LIC 

D) SBI Life 

74) Which state was declared 'Maoist-free' by its 

Chief Minister in December 2025? 

A) Chhattisgarh 

B) Jharkhand 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Odisha   

75) What did the World Health Organization 

(WHO) reiterate in December 2025 regarding 

vaccines? 

A) Vaccines cause autism 

B) Vaccines increase COVID-19 risk 

C) No link between vaccines and autism 

D) Vaccines should be delayed  

76) Which major administrative exercise in India 

will be conducted digitally for the first time in 

2027? 

A) Population Census 

B) Economic Survey 

C) Agricultural Census 

D) Socio-Economic Caste Survey 

77) What is the main focus of India’s new CoalSETU 

window introduced in December 2025? 

A) Short-term coal imports 

B) Long-term coal linkages for all industries 

C) Coal mining for only public sector 

D) Export ban on washed coal 

78) Which bilateral agreement was approved by 

the Indian Cabinet ahead of PM Modi's visit in 

December 2025? 

A) India–UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

B) India–Oman Free Trade Agreement 

C) India–Ethiopia Strategic Partnership 

D) India–Jordan Bilateral Treaty 

79) Which Indian city is set to host the AI Impact 

Summit 2026, as per recent announcements? 

A) Mumbai 

B) Bengaluru 

C) New Delhi 

D) Hyderabad   

80) Which traditional Indian footwear is being 

launched globally in collaboration with Prada in 

2026? 

A) Jooti 

B) Kolhapuri Chappal 

C) Mojari 
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D) Paduka  

81) India’s 2027 Census will be a landmark because 

it will be the country’s first: 

 

A) Census including religious data 

B) Fully digital census 

C) Census conducted by a private agency 

D) Census without caste enumeration 

82) The reduction of Naxal-affected districts in 

India to only 11 by 2025 is primarily due to: 

A) Complete withdrawal of government forces 

B) Implementation of a multi-pronged strategy  

C) Relocation of Naxal groups to urban areas 

D) Total military suppression without development 

efforts 

83) Which recent government initiative aims to 

improve grievance redressal across the banking, 

financial services, and insurance (BFSI) sectors? 

A) Jan Dhan Yojana 

B) Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring 

System 

C) Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

D) Digital India Mission 

84) Which Indian government policy now 

mandates stronger safeguards on OTT platforms to 

protect children from harmful content? 

A) National Cyber Security Policy 

B) IT Rules, 2021 

C) Right to Education Act 

D) Juvenile Justice Act   

85) Which of the following is NOT a feature of 

India’s new Labour Codes for hazardous sectors? 

A) Unified safety standards across sectors 

B) Mandatory digital health and safety records 

C) No regulation on adolescent employment in 

hazardous work 

D) Risk-based digital inspections  

86) Which recent initiative aims to promote 

grassroots sporting talent and advance a fit India, 

culminating on December 25, 2025? 

A) Khelo India Games 

B) Sansad Khel Mahotsav 

C) National Sports Day 

D) Fit Bharat Abhiyan 

87) What significant change did Ukraine announce 

ahead of peace talks with the US and Europe in 

December 2025? 

A) Joining NATO immediately 

B) Ceding territory to Russia 

C) Abandoning NATO membership ambition 

D) Withdrawing troops from Kyiv 

88) Who presented the National Energy 

Conservation Awards 2025 and stressed the need 

for behavioural change to boost energy efficiency? 

A) Ram Nath Kovind 

B) Droupadi Murmu 

C) Pranab Mukherjee 

D) Venkaiah Naidu 

89) Which technological step did the Central Board 

of Direct Taxes (CBDT) recently take to curb bogus 

tax deductions? 

A) Random manual audits 

B) Increased tax rates 

C) Data analytics and targeted 'NUDGE' campaign 

D) Exemption of political donations from scrutiny   

90) Which of the following was a key outcome of 

the 8th India-Georgia Foreign Office Consultations 

held in Tbilisi? 

A) Suspension of diplomatic ties 

B) Expansion of bilateral cooperation in new sectors 

C) Signing a military alliance 

D) Announcing trade sanctions  

91) Which bill was introduced in Lok Sabha in 

December 2025 to overhaul India’s higher 

education regulatory framework? 

A) National Education Policy Bill 

B) Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 

C) University Grants Reform Bill 

D) Higher Education Excellence Bill 
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92) India and which multilateral institution signed 

over $2.2 billion in loan agreements for 

development projects in December 2025? 

A) World Bank 

B) Asian Development Bank 

C) IMF 

D) European Investment Bank 

93) Which major reform bill was tabled in 

Parliament to replace India’s existing atomic 

energy laws in December 2025? 

A) Atomic Energy Modernisation Bill 

B) Nuclear Energy Reform Bill 

C) Civil Nuclear Liability Bill 

D) Atomic Power Regulation Bill 

94) India hosted the Second WHO Global Summit 

on Traditional Medicine in December 2025 under 

which theme? 

A) Health for All 

B) Restoring balance: The science and practice of health 

and well-being 

C) Integrating Ayurveda Globally 

D) Universal Health Coverage   

95) Which department under the Ministry of 

Defence celebrated its 100th year in December 

2025? 

A) Defence Research and Development Organisation 

B) Defence Estates Department 

C) Directorate General of Armed Forces Medical 

Services 

D) Military Engineer Services  

96) Which country conferred its highest civilian 

honour, the ‘Great Honour Nishan’, upon Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi during his first bilateral 

visit? 

A) Egypt 

B) Ethiopia 

C) Nigeria 

D) South Africa 

97) What is the main benefit of the Viksit Bharat–

G RAM G Bill, 2025, introduced in Lok Sabha? 

A) Free electricity in villages 

B) 125 days of statutory wage employment 

C) Universal healthcare for rural areas 

D) Interest-free agricultural loans 

98) Which Indian institution developed the world’s 

first port road using steel slag technology in 2025? 

A) IIT Bombay 

B) CSIR–Central Road Research Institute 

C) NHAI 

D) DRDO 

99) What is the government’s target for the 

number of Jan Aushadhi Kendras by March 2027? 

A) 10,000 

B) 15,000 

C) 20,000 

D) 25,000   

100) Which state led the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 

Yojana in rooftop solar installations as of 

December 2025? 

A) Maharashtra 

B) Karnataka 

C) Gujarat 

D) Tamil Nadu  

101) Which newly inaugurated gallery at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan honours all 21 Param Vir 

Chakra awardees? 

A) Shaurya Sthal 

B) Veer Bhumi Gallery 

C) Param Vir Digha 

D) Bravery Hall 

102) What is the main goal of the nationwide 

multi-lane free flow (MLFF) tolling system to be 

implemented by 2026-end? 

A) Increase toll charges 

B) Eliminate waiting time at toll plazas 

C) Reduce highway speed limits 

D) Remove FASTag system 

103) Which Indian digital platform recorded over 

80 lakh downloads in its first year, expanding 

access to cultural content? 
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A) Hotstar 

B) WAVES OTT 

C) DD Digital 

D) Bharat Stream 

104) Which Indian scheme led to a 38% growth in 

total fish production from 2019–20 to 2024–25? 

A) Blue Revolution 

B) PM Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) 

C) Green Revolution 

D) Fisheries Innovation Mission   

105) According to Bank of America (BofA), India is 

now the world’s largest market for adoption of 

which technology in 2025? 

A) Blockchain 

B) Quantum Computing 

C) Large Language Models (AI) 

D) Drone Delivery  

106) What is the primary objective of the newly 

passed Securities Markets Code Bill, 2025 

introduced in Lok Sabha? 

A) Increase capital gains tax 

B) Consolidate and replace existing securities laws 

C) Privatise stock exchanges 

D) Ban algorithmic trading 

107) Which Indian regulatory body will gain 

statutory status under the SHANTI Bill, 2025? 

A) National Green Tribunal 

B) Reserve Bank of India 

C) Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 

D) National Company Law Tribunal 

108) Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently 

received Oman’s highest civilian honour. What is 

the name of this award? 

A) Order of Zayed 

B) Order of the Nile 

C) Order of Oman (First Class) 

D) Nishan-e-Oman  

109) Which major trade agreement was signed 

between India and Oman during PM Modi’s 

December 2025 visit? 

A) South Asia Free Trade Agreement 

B) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA) 

C) Indo-Gulf Preferential Trade Agreement 

D) SAARC Investment Treaty   

110) What is the main focus of the SHANTI Bill, 

2025, recently passed by the Indian Parliament? 

A) Regulating cryptocurrency 

B) Advancing nuclear energy and safety 

C) Overhauling GST regime 

D) Promoting organic farming  

111) Which state recently emerged as the top 

performer in timely claim settlement under the 

Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana–Mukhyamantri Amrutum (AB PMJAY–MA) 

scheme? 

A) Maharashtra 

B) Gujarat 

C) Kerala 

D) Rajasthan 

112) Which new statutory body is being 

established to strengthen maritime security at 

Indian ports? 

A) National Maritime Security Agency 

B) Bureau of Port Security 

C) Maritime Surveillance Board 

D) Indian Coastal Security Force  

113) What is the government’s new guaranteed 

number of wage employment days per rural 

household under the recently passed VB-G RAM G 

Bill? 

A) 100 days 

B) 120 days 

C) 125 days 

D) 150 days 

114) Which Indian institute’s scientists have 

uncovered a crucial link in autophagy that may aid 

therapies for Alzheimer’s and cancer? 

A) Indian Institute of Science 
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B) Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 

Research 

C) All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

D) Tata Memorial Centre   

115) Which country did India recently sign an MoU 

with to establish a Joint Trade and Investment 

Committee in December 2025? 

A) Australia 

B) United Kingdom 

C) Netherlands 

D) France  

116) Which Indian state recently became the first 

to implement the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita? 

A) West Bengal 

B) Assam 

C) Gujarat 

D) Punjab 

117) Who inaugurated a CSR project to set up AI, 

STEM, and robotics labs in Karnataka’s government 

schools in December 2025? 

A) Rajnath Singh 

B) Smriti Irani 

C) Nirmala Sitharaman 

D) Piyush Goyal 

118) Which two countries will co-host the ICC 

Men’s T20 World Cup 2026? 

A) India and Australia 

B) India and Sri Lanka 

C) India and Bangladesh 

D) India and England 

119) Which force celebrated its Raising Day in 

December 2025? 

A) ITBP 

B) CRPF 

C) Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 

D) BSF   

120) Which celebrated Malayalam cinema 

personality passed away in December 2025? 

A) Mammootty 

B) Sreenivasan 

C) Mohanlal 

D) Fazil  

121) The foundation stone for a major Ammonia-

Urea Fertilizer Project was recently laid in which 

Indian state? 

A) Odisha 

B) Assam 

C) Tamil Nadu 

D) Gujarat 

122) Which event served as a national platform for 

Divyang entrepreneurship and inclusion in 

December 2025? 

A) Atmanirbhar Bharat Utsav 

B) Divya Kala Mela 

C) National Parivartan Mela 

D) Samarthya Expo 

123) Which country recently signed an MoU with 

India to support the National Maritime Heritage 

Complex at Lothal? 

A) France 

B) United Kingdom 

C) Netherlands 

D) Japan 

124) Which Indian tennis player played a pivotal 

role in the Aussie Mavericks Kites’ maiden World 

Tennis League 2025 title? 

A) Rohan Bopanna 

B) Sumit Nagal 

C) Dhakshineswar Suresh 

D) Yuki Bhambri   

125) Which innovative CSR project was launched in 

December 2025 to promote AI, STEM, and robotics 

education in Karnataka government schools? 

A) Digital Vidya Yojana 

B) VijAIpatha 

C) Tech4Schools 

D) AI Shiksha Abhiyan  

126) According to a December 2025 report, what 

percentage of India’s population is now covered by 

life insurance? 

A) 15 crore 
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B) 25 crore 

C) 40 crore 

D) 55 crore 

127) Which shooter won the gold medal in the 10m 

Air Rifle Men’s final at the 2025 National Shooting 

Championships? 

A) Arjun Babuta 

B) Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar 

C) Kiran Ankush Jadhav 

D) Abhinav Shaw  

128) Which Indian shipbuilding company delivered 

the third indigenous Anti-Submarine Warfare 

Shallow Water Craft (ASW SWC) ‘Anjadip’ to the 

Indian Navy in December 2025? 

A) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 

B) Cochin Shipyard 

C) Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) 

D) Hindustan Shipyard 

129) Which Indian ministry collaborated with the 

World Health Organization to integrate traditional 

medicine into global health standards in December 

2025? 

A) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

B) Ministry of Science and Technology 

C) Ministry of Ayush 

D) Ministry of Education   

130) Who recently launched the ‘SHAKTI Scholars: 

NCW Young Research Fellowship’? 

A) University Grants Commission 

B) National Commission for Women (NCW) 

C) Ministry of Education 

D) NITI Aayog  

131) Which Indian minister addressed the National 

Cooperative Summit in Panchkula focusing on 

sustainable agriculture in December 2025? 

A) Nirmala Sitharaman 

B) Amit Shah 

C) Narendra Singh Tomar 

D) J.P. Nadda 

132) Who posthumously received the Rashtriya 

Vigyan Ratna Puraskar for lifetime achievement in 

2025? 

A) Venkatraman Ramakrishnan 

B) Jayant Vishnu Narlikar 

C) A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

D) C.N.R. Rao 

133) Which Indian writer, known for his minimalist 

style and 'Naukar Ki Kameez', passed away in 

December 2025? 

A) Vinod Kumar Shukla 

B) Uday Prakash 

C) Nirmal Verma 

D) Krishna Sobti 

134) In December 2025, which state saw the laying 

of the foundation stone for its first PPP-model 

medical college in a tribal district? 

A) Chhattisgarh 

B) Odisha 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Jharkhand   

135) What was the main purpose of EAM S. 

Jaishankar’s December 2025 visit to Sri Lanka? 

A) To sign a trade agreement 

B) To announce a reconstruction package post-cyclone 

C) To inaugurate a new Indian consulate 

D) To participate in a military exercise  

136) Which Indian ministry will start tracking failed 

Class 10 and 12 students from 2026 to link them 

with NIOS for re-admission? 

 

A) Ministry of Skill Development 

B) Ministry of Education 

C) Ministry of Social Justice 

D) Ministry of Youth Affairs 

137) Which rocket, recently used for the BlueBird 

Block-2 launch, is earmarked for ISRO’s human 

spaceflight Gaganyaan programme? 

A) PSLV 

B) GSLV Mk II 
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C) LVM3 

D) SSLV 

 

138) What major environmental decision did the 

Indian government announce regarding the 

Aravalli Range in December 2025? 

A) Expansion of mining licenses 

B) Complete ban on new mining leases 

C) Permission for hydropower plants 

D) Opening new wildlife sanctuaries 

 

139) Which two organizations signed an MoU to 

expand nationwide access to quality testing 

services via India Post’s network? 

A) NITI Aayog  India Post 

B) National Test House  Department of Posts 

C) BIS  Ministry of Railways 

D) QCI  Ministry of Commerce   

140) Vinod Kumar Shukla, who passed away in 

December 2025, was the first writer from which 

state to win the Jnanpith Award? 

A) Uttar Pradesh 

B) Bihar 

C) Chhattisgarh 

D) Madhya Pradesh  

141) Which new Indian Standard was released in 

December 2025 to enhance consumer safety for 

incense sticks (agarbattis)? 

A) IS 19412:2025 

B) IS 14553:2024 

C) IS 20250:2025 

D) IS 13000:2023 

142) What initiative helped return nearly Rs 2,000 

crore in unclaimed financial assets to rightful 

owners in late 2025? 

A) Digital India 

B) Your Money, Your Right 

C) Jan Dhan Yojana 

D) Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

143) Which young Indian cricketer received the 

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar in 2025 for 

record-breaking achievements? 

A) Rishabh Pant 

B) Vaibhav Suryavanshi 

C) Prithvi Shaw 

D) Yashasvi Jaiswal 

144) What major announcement did Indian 

Railways make for 48 cities to be achieved by 2030? 

A) Electrification of all routes 

B) Doubling originating train capacity 

C) Introducing bullet trains in all cities 

D) Privatizing suburban services   

145) Which global summit did India co-host in 

2025, resulting in the 'Delhi Declaration' on 

traditional medicine? 

A) WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine 

B) UNESCO World Health Congress 

C) World Ayurveda Conference 

D) G20 Health Ministers' Meeting  

146) Who inaugurated the Anti-Terrorism 

Conference 2025 in New Delhi, highlighting the 

need for a unified national security grid? 

A) Narendra Modi 

B) Ajit Doval 

C) Amit Shah 

D) Rajnath Singh 

147) Which country became the first to formally 

recognise Somaliland as an independent state in 

December 2025? 

A) United States 

B) Israel 

C) United Arab Emirates 

D) Ethiopia 

148) Why did gold and silver prices hit record highs 

in India in December 2025? 

A) Increase in mining output 

B) Rupee appreciation 

C) Safe-haven demand amid global uncertainty 

D) New government subsidies 
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149) What was the main theme of the fifth 

National Conference of Chief Secretaries chaired by 

PM Modi in December 2025? 

A) Digital India Expansion 

B) Human Capital for Viksit Bharat 

C) Green Energy Initiatives 

D) Atmanirbhar Agriculture   

150) With which two entities is India actively 

engaged to conclude major trade agreements as of 

December 2025? 

A) China and Japan 

B) US and EU 

C) UK and Australia 

D) Russia and Canada  

 

ANSWERS 
 

1) Correct Answer: C 
Deepti Sharma fetched the highest price at the WPL 

auction, with UP Warriorz re-signing her for ₹32 million. 

Her performance as player-of-the-tournament helped 

India win the World Cup. This reflects her growing 

stature in women’s cricket. The record bid underlines the 

increasing investment in Indian women’s sports. 

2) Correct Answer: B 
The CBDT’s second NUDGE initiative focuses on 

strengthening voluntary compliance regarding disclosure 

of foreign assets and income. It uses SMS and email 

alerts to prompt taxpayers to review and rectify their 

returns. This enhances tax transparency and aligns with 

India’s global commitment to curb black money. 

3) Correct Answer: C 
President Murmu inaugurated the third edition of the 

‘Chanakya Defence Dialogue-2025’ in New Delhi. The 

event focused on India’s defence reforms and 

preparedness. It reflects India’s commitment to peace 

with strength and strategic autonomy. The dialogue 

shapes future security policy for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047. 

4) Correct Answer: B 
Rajasthan received the top award in the Partner State 

category at the IITF 2025. The fair recognized excellence 

in display across various sectors. Such honors highlight 

states’ contributions to trade and innovation. It also 

boosts the state’s profile for investment and tourism. 

5) Correct Answer: C 
South Africa swept India 2-0 in a Test series, marking 

their first series win in India in 25 years. The victory 

included a record 408-run win in Guwahati. This result 

ended India’s aura of invincibility at home. It also boosts 

South Africa’s standing in world cricket. 

6) Correct Answer: C 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 

Ramayana Theme Park and unveiled the 77-feet-tall 

statue of Lord Rama on November 28, 2025, in Goa. The 

event also marked the 550th-year celebrations of the 

Math. This initiative highlights India's rich spiritual 

heritage and promotes cultural tourism. 

7) Correct Answer: C 
India dispatched relief materials and vital Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) support under 

Operation Sagar Bandhu after Cyclone Ditwah hit Sri 

Lanka. The cyclone caused significant casualties and 

damage, demonstrating the importance of India's 

Neighbourhood First policy and regional solidarity. 

8) Correct Answer: B 
Punjab, specifically Ransih Kalan village in Moga district, 

was highlighted for its 83% reduction in stubble burning 

and six consecutive years of not burning stubble. This 

achievement is significant for addressing air pollution 

and promoting sustainable agriculture in India. 

9) Correct Answer: C 
Chief of Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi presented 

the Army's transformation roadmap at the Chanakya 

Defence Dialogue 2025. The plan includes HOP 2032, 

STEP 2037, and JUMP 2047 stages, focusing on 

indigenisation, innovation, and civil-military fusion for a 

future-ready force. 

10) Correct Answer: C 
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President Droupadi Murmu attended and addressed the 

Brahma Kumaris' theme launch event in Lucknow, 

advocating meditation for world unity and trust. Her 

speech emphasized inner peace and the organization's 

role in promoting global harmony and spiritual values. 

11) Correct Answer: B 
The ECINet app is set for a full launch in January 2026. It 

consolidates almost 40 election-related platforms, 

boosting transparency and voter convenience. Led by 

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, it 

streamlines processes previously handled by separate 

apps. This is a significant step in India's digital 

governance and electoral reforms. 

12) Correct Answer: C 
Maharashtra is set to receive $500 million from ADB for 

its Power Distribution Enhancement Programme. The 

initiative aims to modernize rural power infrastructure 

and integrate renewable energy, especially for irrigation. 

This project is expected to benefit over 900,000 farmers 

by 2028. It reflects India's push for sustainable 

agriculture and energy self-sufficiency. 

13) Correct Answer: C 
INS Taragiri is the fourth Nilgiri-class stealth frigate 

delivered to the Indian Navy in November 2025. It 

showcases advanced automation and enhanced 

survivability. Built under Aatmanirbhar Bharat, this ship 

boosts India's naval self-reliance. Such indigenous 

projects are crucial for India's maritime security and 

defense exports. 

14) Correct Answer: A 
India secured the highest votes in Category B for the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Council for 

2026-27. Category B includes nations with the largest 

interest in seaborne trade. This re-election cements 

India's leadership in global shipping. It supports India's 

maritime vision and international trade ambitions. 

15) Correct Answer: B 
Gujarat was granted $109.97 million by the ADB to 

upgrade its Skills Development Programme. The 

initiative will modernize ITIs and set up centres of 

excellence. It aims to make Gujarat’s workforce industry-

ready in emerging sectors. Skill development is key to 

India's economic growth and employment generation. 

16) Correct Answer: C 
The recent rules require app-based communication 

services to stay linked to the specific active SIM card. This 

move addresses the misuse of SIM-less apps for cyber 

fraud. The government set a 90-day compliance window 

for platforms. The change aims to bolster telecom 

cybersecurity and protect Indian users from digital fraud. 

17) Correct Answer: C 
INS Mahe, inducted in Mumbai in late November 2025, 

was highlighted by PM Modi as an example of indigenous 

design and self-reliance. The ship's induction was tied to 

Navy Day celebrations. Its name connects to Mahe in 

Puducherry and local traditions. This aligns with India's 

push for Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) in 

defence. 

18) Correct Answer: B 
Rohit Sharma broke Shahid Afridi’s record for most ODI 

sixes in the first ODI against South Africa in December 

2025. Rohit scored a brisk 57 and formed a crucial 

partnership with Kohli. This achievement came during a 

close 17-run win for India. It solidifies Rohit's reputation 

as a prolific six-hitter in world cricket. 

19) Correct Answer: B 
The Hansa-3 NG, India’s first all-composite two-seat 

trainer, was unveiled at CSIR–NAL, Bengaluru, in 

November 2025. It addresses rising demand for pilot 

training as India’s aviation sector expands. The aircraft 

will reduce dependence on imported trainers. This step 

supports India's goal to become a global aviation hub. 

20) Correct Answer: B 
The National Highways (Amendment) Bill, 2025, is one of 

14 legislative items for the Winter Session scheduled 

from December 1–19, 2025. This was discussed at the all-

party meeting in Parliament. The session aims to address 

key legislative reforms. Such amendments are significant 

for India’s infrastructure development. 

21) Correct Answer: B 
Sanchar Saathi was mandated by the DoT on December 

1, 2025 for pre-installation on all phones. The app helps 

verify handset authenticity, report fraud, and block lost 
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devices. This move addresses rising telecom cyber 

security threats and duplicate IMEI issues. Its adoption is 

key for consumer protection and strengthens India’s 

digital security framework. 

22) Correct Answer: B 
Women constitute 48% of Atal Pension Yojana 

subscribers, according to a December 2025 update. This 

reflects greater financial inclusion and targeted 

awareness initiatives. The scheme’s expansion through 

banks and outreach in vernacular languages has boosted 

enrolments. Gender parity in pension schemes is vital for 

inclusive social security in India. 

23) Correct Answer: C 
India's Chief Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, will 

become chair of International IDEA in December 2026. 

This global body promotes democracy and electoral 

assistance. India’s elevation to chairmanship recognizes 

its expertise in conducting large-scale, transparent 

elections. It enhances India’s influence in shaping global 

democratic norms. 

24) Correct Answer: B 
Tele-MANAS, the national tele-mental health helpline, 

has managed more than 29.7 lakh calls since 2022 as 

reported in December 2025. It supports mental health 

across 36 States/UTs. The service assists students and 

citizens, addressing rising concerns like student suicides. 

This initiative is crucial for expanding mental health 

access in India. 

25) Correct Answer: C 
The Border Security Force (BSF) marked its 61st Raising 

Day on December 1, 2025. Established in 1965, BSF 

guards India’s borders and is lauded for professionalism 

and sacrifice. The force plays a key role in national 

security and humanitarian efforts. Its anniversary 

highlights the importance of border management for 

India. 

26) Correct Answer: C 
On December 2, 2025, NHAI signed an MoU with 

Reliance Jio to introduce a Telecom-Based Safety Alert 

System. This system will send advance warnings to 

highway users about accident-prone or hazardous zones. 

It leverages Jio’s 4G/5G network for real-time alerts. This 

marks a major step in India’s technology-enabled road 

safety management. 

27) Correct Answer: B 
WHO issued global guidelines in December 2025 

recommending GLP-1 therapies for long-term obesity 

treatment. These drugs, such as semaglutide and 

tirzepatide, mimic gut hormones to regulate appetite 

and blood sugar. This guidance reflects a shift 

recognizing obesity as a chronic disease. It impacts global 

health policy and access to obesity care. 

28) Correct Answer: B 
The Saras Aajeevika Food Festival was inaugurated by 

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in December 2025 

in Delhi. It highlights rural women’s entrepreneurship 

and livelihood models under the National Rural 

Livelihood Mission. The event promotes market access 

and financial independence for women across India. 

29) Correct Answer: B 
The Sugamya Bharat App was revamped and relaunched 

at the International Purple Fest 2025 in Goa. It provides 

digital accessibility features including screen reader 

support and grievance redressal. This initiative supports 

India’s Accessible India Campaign. It is crucial for 

fostering disability inclusion and digital empowerment. 

30) Correct Answer: B 
Russia claimed full capture of Pokrovsk in eastern 

Ukraine in December 2025. Pokrovsk is a key logistics 

hub in the Donetsk region. Its capture is considered an 

important operational victory for Moscow. The event has 

significant implications for the ongoing Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. 

31) Correct Answer: C 
World Soil Day is celebrated each year on 5 December to 

draw attention to the vital role soil plays in supporting 

life on Earth. Healthy soil is essential for food security, 

biodiversity, and ecosystem balance. The day also 

commemorates the birthday of King Bhumibol Adulyadej 

of Thailand, who strongly championed global soil 

conservation efforts. 

32) Correct Answer:  B 
Haryana launched the “Mitti Samman Abhiyan” to help 

farmers understand the condition of their farmland 
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through free soil testing and advisory support. The 

programme aims to improve crop productivity by 

informing farmers about nutrient deficiencies and 

recommending the right fertilizers. 

33) Correct Answer: A 
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi assumed charge as the Chief 

of the Naval Staff, continuing India’s push toward 

modernizing its maritime capabilities. His leadership 

focuses on expanding naval presence in the Indian Ocean 

Region, strengthening indigenous shipbuilding, and 

improving maritime surveillance. 

34) Correct Answer: B 
Operation Trident was a decisive naval strike launched 

against Pakistan during the 1971 Indo-Pak War. It 

marked one of India’s most successful maritime 

offensives, where the Navy attacked Karachi harbor 

using missile boats, causing extensive damage to enemy 

vessels and fuel reserves. Navy Day is celebrated on 4 

December every year to honor this achievement. 

35) Correct Answer: A 
Anuradha Roy received the Sahitya Akademi Award for 

her English literary work in 2025, reinforcing her 

reputation as one of India’s finest contemporary writers. 

Her novels often weave themes of identity, social 

transformation, and human resilience. 

36) Correct Answer: B  
International Day of Persons with Disabilities is marked 

every year on 3 December to raise awareness about 

disability rights, accessibility, and inclusion worldwide. 

The day highlights the need for governments, 

institutions, and communities to ensure equal 

opportunities for individuals with disabilities. 

37) Correct Answer:  C 
The Ministry of Tourism’s partnership with Netflix aims 

to use India’s increasing global presence in cinema and 

OTT content to promote tourism destinations. Under this 

MoU, Netflix will showcase filming locations, cultural 

themes, and regional stories in ways that encourage 

international viewers to explore India. 

38) Correct Answer: B 
The 14th edition of the Joint Military Exercise Ekuverin 

between the Indian Army and the Maldives National 

Defence Force began on 2 December 2025 in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. This year’s exercise 

focuses on strengthening interoperability, sharing best 

practices in counter-insurgency operations, and 

enhancing coordination in humanitarian assistance and 

disaster relief scenarios. 

39) Correct Answer: C 
Usha Janaki Raman, a seasoned central banking 

professional with decades of experience in financial 

markets and regulatory oversight, was recently 

appointed Executive Director of the Reserve Bank of 

India. Her role includes supervising departments related 

to currency management, financial stability, and 

payment systems. 

40) Correct Answer: B 
Renowned scientist Dr. Tessy Thomas, popularly known 

as the “Missile Woman of India,” received the 2025 Dr. 

Paulos Mar Gregorios Award for her outstanding 

contributions to science, technology, and national 

development. The award recognises individuals who 

advance societal well-being through intellectual, 

cultural, or humanitarian work.  

41) Correct Answer: C 
The Zostavax vaccine was found to lower the risk of 

death from dementia by almost 30%. The study tracked 

seniors over nine years, providing evidence for the 

vaccine's therapeutic benefits. This finding suggests 

vaccines may offer protection even after dementia 

diagnosis. Such research has major implications for 

elderly care worldwide. 

42) Correct Answer: B 
India and Russia signed a Migration and Mobility 

Agreement to facilitate temporary labour activity for 

citizens in each other's countries. Signed during Putin's 

December 2025 state visit, it strengthens economic and 

people-to-people ties. This step is part of efforts to boost 

bilateral cooperation. Enhanced mobility can spur 

economic collaboration and cultural exchange. 

43) Correct Answer: B 
Pariksha Pe Charcha's 9th edition will take place in 

January 2026, as announced by the Ministry of 

Education. The event allows students, parents, and 
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teachers to discuss exam-related stress. It has grown into 

a major educational initiative with global participation. 

Such engagement helps in reducing anxiety and 

promoting a healthy examination culture. 

44) Correct Answer: B 
PM Modi stated that India and Russia are on track to 

achieve $100 billion in trade well before 2030. This was 

announced at the India–Russia Business Forum in New 

Delhi. The commitment reflects deepening economic ties 

and strategic trust. Strong bilateral trade can drive 

growth and diversification for both nations. 

45) Correct Answer: B 
Indian Railways expanded the AI-enabled Intrusion 

Detection System (IDS) to 141 route kilometres, with 

plans for more. IDS uses Distributed Acoustic Sensing to 

detect elephant movement near tracks. This real-time 

alert system helps prevent fatal collisions. Adoption of 

such technology is vital for wildlife protection and rail 

safety in India. 

46) Correct Answer: B 
Rajnath Singh inaugurated 125 BRO projects on 

December 7, 2025. The event marked the highest 

number and value of BRO inaugurations in a single day, 

reflecting India's focus on border infrastructure. Projects 

included roads, bridges, and tunnels, enhancing military 

and civilian connectivity. Such developments are crucial 

for national security and economic progress in border 

regions. 

47) Correct Answer: B 
Odisha is set to receive 1.5 lakh rooftop solar units as 

part of a new utility-led aggregation model. Announced 

at the Global Energy Leaders' Summit in December 2025, 

this initiative supports clean energy expansion for 

weaker sections. It showcases India's leadership in 

renewable energy and targets inclusive, sustainable 

growth. 

48) Correct Answer: C 
Virat Kohli was named Player of the Series after India’s 2-

1 ODI victory against South Africa. He scored 302 runs 

including two centuries and a fifty, rediscovering his top 

form. Kohli’s performance was key in the decisive win at 

Visakhapatnam. His resurgence boosts India's strength 

ahead of major cricket tournaments. 

49) Correct Answer: B 
The Hornbill Festival welcomed Switzerland, Ireland, and 

the UK as partner countries for its 2025 edition. This 

reflects the event's growing global profile and India's Act 

East policy. The festival celebrates Nagaland's tribal 

heritage and fosters international cultural ties. Such 

collaborations enhance tourism and cultural diplomacy 

in Northeast India. 

50) Correct Answer: C 
Puri, Odisha, hosted the Global Energy Leaders’ Summit 

2025 where significant renewable energy initiatives, 

including rooftop solar deployment, were announced. 

The event highlighted India’s rapid growth in clean 

energy and its role as a global renewable leader. Such 

summits strengthen India's standing in international 

climate commitments. 

51) Correct Answer: C 
The 20th Session of UNESCO’s Committee on Intangible 

Cultural Heritage began in New Delhi on December 8, 

2025. The event highlights India's commitment to 

safeguarding living cultural traditions. Over 150 

countries are participating, and the session is being held 

at the historic Red Fort. Hosting this session underscores 

India’s stature in global cultural diplomacy. 

52) Correct Answer: B 
Mission Watershed PUNARUTTHAN was launched in 

Nagaland in December 2025 to revive traditional water 

bodies and restore degraded lands. The mission is part of 

broader efforts to ensure water security and sustainable 

livelihoods. It involves community participation and 

convergence with schemes like MGNREGA. Watershed 

management is crucial for climate resilience in Northeast 

India. 

53) Correct Answer: B 
India is set to host the 2nd WHO Global Summit on 

Traditional Medicine from 17–19 December 2025 in New 

Delhi. The summit aims to mainstream traditional 

medicine and promote holistic health approaches. Over 

100 countries are expected to participate. This cements 
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India's leadership in global health and traditional 

medicine systems. 

54) Correct Answer: B 
The National Mission on Edible Oils (NMEO) aims to 

achieve edible oil self-reliance by expanding oil palm 

coverage and improving oilseed productivity. By 

November 2025, oil palm cultivation reached 6.20 lakh 

hectares. NMEO seeks to reduce import dependence and 

boost farmer incomes. 

55) Correct Answer: C 
Ahmedabad is being considered as a potential host for 

the 2036 Olympic Games, as announced by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah in December 2025. The city is also set 

to host the 2030 Commonwealth Games and 2029 World 

Police & Fire Games. Hosting such events would boost 

India's global sports profile and urban development. 

56) Correct Answer: C 
Microsoft announced a $17.5 billion investment in India 

in December 2025. This move was confirmed by CEO 

Satya Nadella during his meeting with PM Narendra 

Modi. The investment aims to build AI infrastructure and 

skills in India. It reflects growing global confidence in 

India's AI leadership. 

57) Correct Answer: B 
The 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram was marked by 

debates in both Houses of Parliament in December 2025. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah highlighted the national 

song's role in India's freedom struggle. The song inspired 

unity and patriotism during colonial rule. Recognizing its 

legacy is important for national identity and future 

generations. 

58) Correct Answer: B 
By October 2025, 1,80,906 Ayushman Arogya Mandirs 

(AAMs) were operationalised across India. These centres 

conducted over 130 crore screenings for non-

communicable diseases. AAMs are crucial for primary 

healthcare under the National Health Mission. Their 

expansion improves disease detection and healthcare 

access in rural and urban areas. 

59) Correct Answer: C 
Pravasi Rajasthani Divas 2025 was held in Jaipur, 

Rajasthan. The event aimed to connect Non-Resident 

Rajasthanis with the state's development. Investment 

projects worth Rs 1 lakh crore were announced. Such 

diaspora events boost economic growth and celebrate 

cultural ties. 

60) Correct Answer: B 
The Social Security Code, implemented in November 

2025, formally recognized gig and platform workers. It 

mandates aggregator contributions and creates a Social 

Security Fund. The law provides access to benefits like 

health and accident cover. This is a key reform for India's 

growing digital workforce. 

61) Correct Answer: B 
On December 10, 2025, Union Commerce and Industry 

Minister Piyush Goyal met EU Trade Commissioner 

Maros Sefcovic. The talks aimed to fast-track the India-

EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and deepen trade ties. 

Key chapters like Market Access and Sustainability were 

discussed. The FTA is significant for India's export growth 

and global trade integration. 

62) Correct Answer: B 
Australia enacted a ban on social media usage for those 

under 16 from December 10, 2025. The law covers 

platforms like TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, and 

Facebook. The move is a global first, aiming to protect 

children's well-being and is closely watched by other 

nations. It sets a precedent in digital policy and child 

safety. 

63) Correct Answer: C 
PM Modi congratulated Andrej Babis on his appointment 

as Czech Republic’s Prime Minister. The message 

highlighted India’s commitment to strengthening ties 

with Czechia. This diplomatic gesture reflects India's 

focus on expanding relations with Central European 

nations, important for trade and technology 

cooperation. 

64) Correct Answer: C 
Hardik Pandya delivered a stellar all-round performance 

in the 1st T20I against South Africa on December 10, 

2025. He scored 59* and contributed crucial wickets. The 

win kick-started India's T20 World Cup 2026 

preparations. Such performances boost India’s 
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confidence and team balance ahead of major 

tournaments. 

65) Correct Answer: B 
On December 9, 2025, the Ministry of Civil Aviation 

ordered IndiGo to reduce its flight operations by 10%. 

This response was due to widespread cancellations 

caused by pilot shortages and scheduling issues. The 

directive aims to stabilise airline operations, ensuring 

passenger convenience and safety during peak travel 

periods. 

66) Correct Answer: D 
The 20th session of UNESCO's Intergovernmental 

Committee was held at the Red Fort in New Delhi in 

December 2025. During this session, Deepavali was 

officially added to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 

Heritage List. The event marked the first time India 

hosted this UNESCO panel, highlighting the global 

recognition of Indian culture.  

67) Correct Answer: C 
The ADB has raised India's growth forecast for 2025–26 

to 7.2%. This revision reflects robust economic 

performance and strong consumption supported by tax 

cuts. The updated projection is a significant increase 

from the previous estimate of 6.5%. It underscores 

India's resilience and leadership in driving regional 

economic growth in Asia. 

68) Correct Answer: C 
Assam inaugurated the Swahid Smarak in Guwahati on 

Swahid Diwas to honor those who died during the Assam 

Movement. The memorial commemorates efforts 

against illegal infiltration from Bangladesh and preserves 

Assamese identity. This event reinforces the historical 

significance of the Assam Movement and the Assam 

Accord of 1985. It highlights Assam's commitment to 

cultural and demographic preservation. 

69) Correct Answer: C 
A total of 37 supercomputers have been deployed under 

the National Supercomputing Mission by December 

2025. These systems collectively offer a computing 

capacity of 40 petaflops and support research across 

various scientific domains. The mission aims for self-

reliance in high-performance computing. This 

development is vital for India's advancement in science, 

technology, and education. 

70) Correct Answer: C 
In December 2025, UNESCO recognized Italy’s national 

cuisine as an Intangible Cultural Heritage at a session in 

Delhi. Italian cuisine was lauded for its deep-rooted 

traditions and social rituals. The recognition is expected 

to boost tourism and protect authentic food practices. It 

also reflects India's growing role in global cultural 

platforms. 

71) Correct Answer: C 
India's first indigenous hydrogen fuel cell vessel began 

commercial service in Varanasi in December 2025. The 

vessel was developed by Cochin Shipyard Ltd. and 

flagged off by Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal. It 

marks a significant step toward decarbonising inland 

water transport. This initiative showcases India's 

commitment to green mobility and sustainable 

development. 

72) Correct Answer: C 
By October 31, 2025, 5G services were available in 99.9% 

of India's districts. Minister Dr. Pemmasani Chandra 

Sekhar informed the Rajya Sabha about this near-

universal coverage. Over 5.08 lakh 5G base stations had 

been installed nationwide. This milestone underscores 

India's rapid telecom infrastructure expansion and digital 

inclusion. 

73) Correct Answer: C 
LIC maintained its dominance in single-premium 

business during the life-insurance sector's strong 

rebound in November 2025. The sector saw new-

business premiums rise by 23% year-on-year. LIC's 

strength in group business offerings contributed to its 

leadership. Its continued dominance reflects resilience in 

India's insurance market. 

74) Correct Answer: C 
On completing two years in office, Madhya Pradesh Chief 

Minister Mohan Yadav declared the state 'Maoist-free' in 

December 2025. This claim was made following 

enhanced law enforcement and central support. The 

announcement highlights significant progress in internal 
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security. It is a notable achievement in combating left-

wing extremism. 

75) Correct Answer: C 
In December 2025, the WHO firmly reiterated that there 

is no scientific link between vaccines and autism. This 

statement came after a review of 31 studies by its Global 

Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety. The findings 

support established immunisation policies worldwide. 

This reaffirms vaccines as critical public health tools. 

76) Correct Answer: A 
Census 2027 will be India's first fully digital Census. The 

government approved ₹11,718.24 crore for this exercise, 

featuring mobile data collection and self-enumeration. It 

is significant as it modernizes data gathering and 

enhances transparency, offering timely, detailed 

demographic insights vital for policymaking. 

77) Correct Answer: B 
The CoalSETU window allows any domestic industrial 

consumer to secure long-term coal linkages. Announced 

in December 2025, it expands access beyond specified 

sectors, aiming to improve coal allocation transparency 

and support industrial growth, reducing import reliance. 

78) Correct Answer: B 
The Cabinet approved the India–Oman Free Trade 

Agreement in December 2025. This move precedes PM 

Modi's visit to Oman, marking 70 years of diplomatic ties 

and aiming to enhance trade and strategic cooperation 

between the two countries, crucial for India's West Asia 

engagement. 

79) Correct Answer: C 
New Delhi is scheduled to host the AI Impact Summit 

2026. The city was highlighted during the Carnegie 

Global Technology Summit Innovation Dialogue, 

showcasing India’s growing leadership in responsible AI 

and its role in the Global South’s tech ecosystem. 

80) Correct Answer: B 
Prada is collaborating with Maharashtra and Karnataka 

artisans to launch Kolhapuri Chappals globally in 2026. 

This initiative aims to bring Indian heritage craftsmanship 

to luxury markets, boosting artisan livelihoods and 

showcasing Indian culture worldwide. 

81) Correct Answer: B 

The Union Cabinet approved the 2027 Census as India’s 

first fully digital enumeration exercise in December 2025. 

Data will be collected using mobile applications, real-

time monitoring, and self-enumeration portals. This 

digital transformation enhances data accuracy and speed 

of processing. The digital census is expected to improve 

policymaking and service delivery at all levels. 

82) Correct Answer: B 
By December 2025, Naxal-affected districts reduced to 

11 as a result of a sustained multi-pronged government 

approach. Measures included improved security, 

infrastructure expansion, financial inclusion, and 

rehabilitation policies. This led to a sharp fall in violence 

and neutralization of Naxal leadership. The strategy is 

significant for restoring peace and development in 

central and eastern India. 

83) Correct Answer: B 
The Department of Financial Services has strengthened 

the CPGRAMS mechanism to enhance grievance 

redressal in BFSI sectors as of December 2025. Regular 

review meetings and technology-based feedback are 

now integral. These reforms increase transparency and 

accountability in financial institutions. Improved 

grievance systems foster trust and protect consumer 

rights. 

84) Correct Answer: B 
The IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 

Code) Rules, 2021, detailed in Parliament in December 

2025, require OTT platforms to implement age-based 

classifications and parental controls. These measures 

address the rising risk of harmful digital content for 

children. The rules balance free speech with child 

protection. This framework is key for safer digital 

environments in India. 

85) Correct Answer: C 
India’s new Labour Codes, especially the OSH Code 

(2020), prohibit adolescents and pregnant women from 

hazardous jobs. The Codes unify safety standards, 

mandate digital recordkeeping, and require risk-based 

inspections. These reforms modernize worker 

protections. The prohibition of adolescent employment 

in hazardous work upholds health and safety. 
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86) Correct Answer: B 
The Sansad Khel Mahotsav will culminate on December 

25, 2025. It is a nationwide initiative to promote 

grassroots sports and nurture young athletes. The 

culmination aligns with Good Governance Day and Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee's birth anniversary. This program 

strengthens India's sports ecosystem and the Fit India 

Movement. 

87) Correct Answer: C 
Ukraine declared it was relinquishing its ambition to join 

NATO. This was announced by President Zelenskiy as a 

compromise for security guarantees from Western 

partners. The move addresses a key Russian demand in 

the ongoing conflict. It represents a major shift in 

Ukraine's foreign policy strategy. 

88) Correct Answer: B 
President Droupadi Murmu presented the National 

Energy Conservation Awards 2025. She emphasized that 

energy conservation is a necessity and called for 

behavioural change. The President highlighted India's 

achievements in energy savings and the importance of 

youth engagement. This underlines India's commitment 

to a sustainable and green future. 

89) Correct Answer: C 
CBDT used data analytics to detect bogus tax deductions. 

A targeted 'NUDGE' campaign was launched from 

December 12, 2025, alerting taxpayers to revise returns. 

This step enhances compliance and combats fraud. It 

strengthens the integrity of India's tax system. 

90) Correct Answer: B 
The 8th India-Georgia Foreign Office Consultations 

reviewed bilateral relations and explored new 

cooperation areas. Both sides agreed to expand 

collaboration and maintain regular exchanges. The 

consultations reflect growing convergence on 

international issues. Strengthened ties benefit both 

nations in emerging sectors. 

91) Correct Answer: B 
The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 was 

introduced in Lok Sabha in December 2025. It aims to 

create a unified regulatory body for higher education, 

subsuming UGC, AICTE, and NCTE. This move follows NEP 

2020 and stresses transparency and global 

competitiveness. It marks a major reform for India's 

higher education sector. 

92) Correct Answer: B 
India signed loan agreements worth over $2.2 billion 

with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in December 

2025. The funding will support skilling, rooftop solar, 

healthcare, urban metro, and ecotourism projects. This 

collaboration aids infrastructure, clean energy, and 

sustainable livelihoods. Such partnerships boost India's 

development trajectory. 

93) Correct Answer: B 
The Nuclear Energy Reform Bill, formally the Sustainable 

Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for 

Transforming India Bill, 2025, was introduced in 

December 2025. It seeks to repeal outdated laws and 

create a unified legal framework. The bill aligns with 

India's net-zero goals and targets 100 GW nuclear 

capacity by 2047. It is vital for India's clean energy 

transition. 

94) Correct Answer: B 
The Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional 

Medicine, held in New Delhi in December 2025, followed 

the theme 'Restoring balance: The science and practice 

of health and well-being.' The event gathered global 

experts to discuss integrating traditional medicine into 

health systems. It showcased India's leadership in holistic 

healthcare. The summit plays a key role in shaping global 

health policy. 

95) Correct Answer: B 
The Defence Estates Department marked its centenary in 

December 2025. Established formally in 1926, it manages 

defence land and cantonments across India. Its 

modernisation includes digitisation and smart land 

management. The department's efficiency is crucial for 

defence infrastructure and public services. 

96) Correct Answer: B 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded Ethiopia’s 

highest civilian honour, the ‘Great Honour Nishan of 

Ethiopia’, during his first bilateral visit in December 2025. 

This recognition highlights his role in strengthening India-

Ethiopia ties and advancing the Global South agenda. The 
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award reaffirms growing strategic and cultural relations 

between the two nations. Such honours boost India’s 

diplomatic influence in Africa. 

97) Correct Answer: B 
The Viksit Bharat–G RAM G Bill, 2025, guarantees 125 

days of wage employment annually for rural families. 

Introduced by the Rural Development Minister, the Bill 

aims to enhance livelihood security and comprehensive 

village development. It surpasses previous schemes by 

increasing the employment guarantee from 100 to 125 

days. This step aligns with India’s inclusive growth and 

rural upliftment goals. 

98) Correct Answer: B 
CSIR–Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) developed 

the world’s first port road using steel slag technology at 

Hazira, Gujarat, in 2025. This innovation recycles 

industrial waste into durable, eco-friendly infrastructure. 

It supports the waste-to-wealth vision and reduces 

environmental impact. Such advancements position 

India as a leader in sustainable infrastructure. 

99) Correct Answer: D 
The government aims to have 25,000 Jan Aushadhi 

Kendras by March 2027. This expansion, as informed in 

Parliament, will ensure wider access to affordable 

generic medicines. The growth from 80 stores in 2014 to 

over 17,600 in 2025 reflects public trust. The initiative 

reduces healthcare costs and supports entrepreneurship 

in India. 

100) Correct Answer: C 
Gujarat emerged as the leader in rooftop solar 

installations under the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, 

with over 4.93 lakh installations and more than 7.10 lakh 

households benefitting. This scheme promotes clean 

energy and affordability. Gujarat’s success demonstrates 

effective implementation and supports India’s 

renewable energy goals. 

101) Correct Answer: C 
Param Vir Digha was inaugurated at Rashtrapati Bhavan 

on December 16, 2025. The gallery showcases portraits 

of all 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees, India’s highest 

military honour. It replaces colonial-era symbols with 

tributes to Indian heroes. This initiative inspires national 

pride and connects youth with India's tradition of valour. 

102) Correct Answer: B 
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari announced the MLFF tolling 

system will be fully implemented by 2026-end. Its main 

goal is to eliminate waiting time at toll plazas by using AI-

based number plate recognition. This will streamline 

traffic, save fuel, and increase revenue. The system 

enhances efficiency in national highway management. 

103) Correct Answer: B 
WAVES OTT, launched by Prasar Bharati, crossed 80 lakh 

downloads in its first year. It provides access to 

Doordarshan and All India Radio's digital archives and 

regional content. The platform operates as a 

subscription-free public service. It strengthens India's 

digital cultural footprint both domestically and globally. 

104) Correct Answer: B 
The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), 

launched in 2020, drove a 38% rise in fish production up 

to 2024–25. The scheme focused on aquaculture, 

infrastructure, and value-chain development. It also 

increased exports and sectoral GVA. PMMSY boosts 

India’s position as a top fisheries producer. 

105) Correct Answer: C 
Bank of America’s 2025 analysis found India to be the 

world’s largest market for large language model (LLM) 

adoption. Apps like ChatGPT and Gemini have the 

highest user base in India. Affordable data and a young 

population drive adoption. This positions India as a global 

AI innovation hub. 

106) Correct Answer: B 
The Securities Markets Code Bill, 2025 aims to 

consolidate and replace three existing securities laws 

into a unified framework. This reform simplifies 

regulations, reduces compliance burden, and enhances 

investor protection. It marks the first comprehensive 

review of securities market legislation in decades. The 

Bill is significant for streamlining India's capital markets 

and boosting investor confidence. 

107) Correct Answer: C 
The SHANTI Bill, 2025 grants statutory status to the 

Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB). This brings 
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AERB under the parent legislation, strengthening 

regulatory oversight of nuclear energy. The move aligns 

India with global best practices in nuclear safety. It is 

crucial for India's clean energy transition and nuclear 

sector governance. 

108) Correct Answer: C 
PM Modi was conferred the 'Order of Oman (First Class)' 

by Sultan Haitham bin Tarik. The award recognises his 

role in strengthening India-Oman ties and visionary 

global leadership. Instituted in 1970, it is the Sultanate’s 

highest civilian honour. This underscores India’s growing 

diplomatic stature and the milestone of 70 years of India-

Oman relations. 

109) Correct Answer: B 
India and Oman signed the Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) during PM Modi’s visit. 

CEPA offers zero-duty access on over 98% of Oman's 

tariff lines and enhances market access for Indian goods 

and services. It is a major milestone, boosting bilateral 

trade, investment, and economic cooperation between 

India and the Gulf region. 

110) Correct Answer: B 
The SHANTI Bill, 2025 is focused on advancing nuclear 

energy and strengthening safety standards. It 

consolidates previous atomic energy laws, establishes 

statutory regulatory oversight, and encourages clean 

energy solutions. This is vital for India's long-term energy 

security and meeting its climate commitments through 

reliable nuclear power. 

111) Correct Answer: B 
Gujarat has emerged as the top-performing state in 

settling claims under AB PMJAY–MA as of December 

2025. The state's strong implementation ensures timely, 

cashless healthcare access for over 1.2 crore families. 

Recent enhancements doubled insurance coverage from 

Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh per family. This achievement 

highlights Gujarat's leadership in inclusive and robust 

public healthcare delivery. 

112) Correct Answer: B 
The Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) is being set up as a 

statutory body under the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025. 

It will enhance regulatory oversight and coordination for 

port and vessel security. The BoPS will function under the 

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and be 

headed by a Director General. This initiative is crucial for 

India's maritime infrastructure and national security. 

113) Correct Answer: C 
The Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 

Mission (VB-G RAM G) Bill, passed in December 2025, 

increases guaranteed wage employment to 125 days per 

rural household. This is up from the previous 100 days 

under MGNREGA. The change aims to boost rural 

incomes and provide greater livelihood security for 

unskilled workers. 

114) Correct Answer: B 
Researchers at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for 

Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR) discovered the 

role of the exocyst protein complex in autophagy. This 

finding, announced in December 2025, deepens 

understanding of cellular waste management. Improved 

knowledge of autophagy could lead to better therapies 

for neurodegenerative diseases and cancer, advancing 

biomedical research in India. 

115) Correct Answer: C 
India and the Netherlands signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding in December 2025 to create the India–

Netherlands Joint Trade and Investment Committee 

(JTIC). This committee will facilitate regular dialogue, 

address investment barriers, and promote trade 

cooperation, especially for MSMEs. The MoU 

strengthens bilateral economic ties and supports 

diversified, resilient supply chains. 

116) Correct Answer: B 
Assam became the first state to implement the Bharatiya 

Nyaya Sanhita as mentioned during PM Modi’s Guwahati 

airport terminal inauguration. This legal reform marks a 

significant step in India's justice system modernization. 

The move reflects Assam's proactive role in national 

reforms. It sets a precedent for other states and 

strengthens legal governance in India. 

117) Correct Answer: C 
Nirmala Sitharaman launched the Cyient AI Labs (CyAILS) 

'VijAIpatha' initiative in Karnataka. The project aims to 

democratise AI, STEM, and robotics education in 
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government schools. Over 2,000 students and 200 

teachers will benefit from this pilot. This aligns with the 

National Education Policy and boosts tech-driven 

learning in India’s public education sector. 

118) Correct Answer: B 
The 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup will be co-hosted by India 

and Sri Lanka. This was confirmed in the December 2025 

BCCI squad announcement. The tournament will run 

from February 7 to March 8, 2026. Hosting boosts cricket 

infrastructure and international sporting ties in South 

Asia. 

119) Correct Answer: C 
The Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) observed its Raising Day 

on December 20, 2025. Both PM Modi and Home 

Minister Amit Shah lauded the SSB’s service and 

dedication. The SSB is crucial for India’s border security 

and disaster response. Its commitment bolsters national 

security and public trust. 

120) Correct Answer: B 
Sreenivasan, a renowned actor, screenwriter, and 

director, died at age 69 in December 2025. He was 

known for his sharp social satire and contributions to 

Malayalam cinema. Sreenivasan’s work redefined 

storytelling and reflected middle-class realities. His 

legacy remains influential in Indian cinema. 

121) Correct Answer: B 
Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stone for the 

Ammonia-Urea Fertilizer Project in Namrup, Assam, on 

December 21, 2025. The project aims to enhance 

fertilizer availability and boost agricultural productivity. 

With an investment of around ₹11,000 crore, it will 

benefit Assam and neighboring states. This marks a key 

step in industrializing and empowering the Northeast. 

122) Correct Answer: B 
The Divya Kala Mela 2025 concluded at Kartavya Path, 

Delhi, on December 21. It showcased Divyang artisans 

and entrepreneurs from across India and promoted self-

reliance and financial inclusion. Over 100 Divyang 

participants from 20 states took part, generating sales 

over ₹2 crore. This event aligns with the goal of an 

inclusive and opportunity-driven society. 

123) Correct Answer: C 

India and the Netherlands signed an MoU on December 

21, 2025, to collaborate on the National Maritime 

Heritage Complex at Lothal, Gujarat. The partnership 

involves knowledge exchange and joint exhibitions. This 

step will promote India’s maritime legacy and deepen 

bilateral cultural ties. It supports India’s vision of 

blending heritage with innovation. 

124) Correct Answer: C 
Dhakshineswar Suresh helped Aussie Mavericks Kites 

clinch their first WTL title in December 2025. He won the 

deciding men’s singles set in the final. Suresh’s 

performance against top players marked him as a rising 

star. His success highlights the growing presence of 

Indian talent on international tennis platforms. 

125) Correct Answer: B 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched 

VijAIpatha in Karnataka, to set up AI, STEM, and robotics 

labs in government schools. The initiative aims to 

democratize access to future technologies for over 2,000 

students. Aligned with NEP 2020, it fosters early digital 

fluency. Such projects advance grassroots digital 

empowerment in India. 

126) Correct Answer: C 
India's insured population has grown from 15 crore in 

FY15 to nearly 40 crore in FY25, as per CareEdge Ratings. 

This growth is due to rising demand for group and credit-

linked insurance products. Despite this, India's insurance 

penetration is still below developed countries. The 

expansion is crucial for risk protection and economic 

security. 

127) Correct Answer: C 
Kiran Ankush Jadhav clinched gold in the 10m Air Rifle 

Men’s final with a score of 252.1. The event was part of 

the National Shooting Championship at the MP State 

Shooting Academy. His victory reflects India's growing 

depth in shooting sports. Success at such events boosts 

India's prospects for international competitions. 

128) Correct Answer: C 
GRSE, Kolkata delivered the ASW SWC ‘Anjadip’ to the 

Indian Navy. This vessel is part of an eight-ship series 

built under a public-private partnership. It features over 

80% indigenous content, showcasing India's self-reliance 
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in defence manufacturing. Such indigenous projects 

boost national security and align with Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat. 

129) Correct Answer: C 
The Ministry of Ayush and WHO held a technical meeting 

in New Delhi to advance the global integration of 

Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani. This resulted in progress 

towards including Indian traditional medicine in the 

International Classification of Health Interventions. The 

move strengthens India’s influence in global health 

systems. It supports research, policy, and international 

recognition of Indian medical traditions. 

130) Correct Answer: B 
The National Commission for Women (NCW) launched 

the SHAKTI Scholars fellowship to support young 

researchers in women's policy issues. Open to Indian 

citizens aged 21–30, it encourages multidisciplinary 

research on women’s empowerment. The initiative 

promotes evidence-based policy and gender equality. It 

reflects growing support for young scholars in public 

policy. 

131) Correct Answer: B 
Amit Shah, the Union Minister of Home Affairs and 

Cooperation, addressed the National Cooperative 

Summit in Panchkula. The summit focused on 

cooperatives' role in sustainable agriculture and 

benefiting small farmers. The event included initiatives 

like launching credit cards and digital portals for 

cooperatives. This highlights the government's push 

towards cooperative models for agricultural progress in 

India. 

132) Correct Answer: B 
Jayant Vishnu Narlikar was posthumously awarded the 

Rashtriya Vigyan Ratna Puraskar for lifetime 

achievement in 2025. He was a renowned astrophysicist 

celebrated for his work in cosmology and science 

communication. The award was presented at Rashtrapati 

Bhavan by President Murmu. This recognition 

exemplifies India's commitment to honoring scientific 

excellence. 

133) Correct Answer: A 

Vinod Kumar Shukla, renowned for his introspective and 

minimalist style, died in December 2025. He was a 

Jnanpith Award-winning Hindi writer, best known for 

'Naukar Ki Kameez.' Shukla's works are celebrated for 

exploring ordinary lives and inner emotions. His passing 

marks a significant loss to modern Hindi literature. 

134) Correct Answer: C 
Madhya Pradesh witnessed the laying of the foundation 

stone for its first medical college under the Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP) model in Dhar district. The initiative 

aims to improve healthcare access in tribal and 

underserved areas. Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda 

officiated the event. This marks a milestone in expanding 

medical education infrastructure in India. 

135) Correct Answer: B 
EAM S. Jaishankar visited Sri Lanka in December 2025 to 

announce a USD 450 million reconstruction package 

following Cyclone Ditwah. The package includes 

rebuilding infrastructure and supporting health and 

education. This visit reinforces India's role as a key 

regional partner and first responder in times of crisis. 

136) Correct Answer: B 
The Ministry of Education will track failed Class 10 and 12 

students from 2026. This initiative aims to mainstream 

out-of-school children by connecting them to the 

National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS). The tracking 

will use the UDISE database for systematic follow-up. It 

signifies India's push towards universal secondary 

education and reduced dropout rates. 

137) Correct Answer: C 
The LVM3 rocket successfully launched the BlueBird 

Block-2 satellite on December 24, 2025. It is the same 

rocket designated for India’s upcoming Gaganyaan 

human spaceflight mission. Its 100% launch success since 

2017 boosts confidence in its reliability. This milestone 

strengthens India's role in global commercial space 

launches. 

138) Correct Answer: B 
The Ministry of Environment imposed a complete ban on 

new mining leases across the Aravalli Range. This step 

aims to conserve one of the world’s oldest mountain 

systems and prevent ecological degradation. The move 
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highlights the importance of Aravallis in groundwater 

recharge and biodiversity. It reflects India's commitment 

to sustainable environmental protection. 

139) Correct Answer: B 
The National Test House (NTH) and Department of Posts 

signed an MoU on December 24, 2025. This partnership 

leverages India Post's vast network for sample collection 

and delivery to NTH labs. It will improve consumer 

protection and access to quality testing, especially in 

remote areas. The initiative supports ease of doing 

business and Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

140) Correct Answer: C 
Vinod Kumar Shukla became the first writer from 

Chhattisgarh to receive the Jnanpith Award in 2024. He 

was an eminent Hindi author known for his unique 

literary style. His works brought national and 

international recognition to the state. His contribution is 

significant for Hindi literature and Chhattisgarh's cultural 

identity. 

141) Correct Answer: A 
IS 19412:2025 is the new BIS standard for incense sticks, 

released in December 2025. It was launched by 

Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi on National 

Consumer Day. The standard prohibits harmful 

chemicals and prescribes safety and quality norms. This 

move boosts global market access for Indian agarbatti, 

supporting livelihoods and consumer safety. 

142) Correct Answer: B 
'Your Money, Your Right' is a government drive launched 

in October 2025. It facilitates reclaiming unclaimed funds 

from banks, insurance, and other financial institutions. 

The initiative leverages digital tools and multi-agency 

coordination.  

143) Correct Answer: B 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, aged 14, received the PM Rashtriya 

Bal Puraskar in 2025. He set multiple records in domestic 

and under-19 cricket, including youngest centurion titles. 

His achievements highlight India's youth talent and 

inspire sports development nationwide. 

144) Correct Answer: B 
Indian Railways announced plans to double originating 

train capacity in 48 cities by 2030. The plan includes 

infrastructure upgrades and new terminals. This 

expansion aims to reduce congestion and meet rising 

travel demand, boosting connectivity and economic 

growth. 

145) Correct Answer: A 
India co-hosted the Second WHO Global Summit on 

Traditional Medicine in New Delhi in 2025. The summit 

concluded with the Delhi Declaration, emphasizing 

safety, regulation, and global integration of traditional 

systems.  

146) Correct Answer: C 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the Anti-

Terrorism Conference 2025. The event focused on 

building a strong, technology-driven anti-terrorism grid. 

He emphasized the need for actionable outcomes and a 

coordinated approach.  

147) Correct Answer: B 
Israel became the first nation to officially recognise 

Somaliland's independence on December 27, 2025. This 

move is significant in international affairs as it challenges 

Somalia’s sovereignty claims. It could reshape regional 

dynamics in the Horn of Africa.  

148) Correct Answer: C 
Gold and silver reached record prices due to safe-haven 

demand amid global geopolitical tensions and 

expectations of US interest rate cuts. Investors turned to 

precious metals for security. Gold rose near ₹1.4 lakh per 

10 grams; silver surged as well.  

149) Correct Answer: B 
The conference's central theme was 'Human Capital for 

Viksit Bharat.' It focused on strengthening education, 

skilling, and employment opportunities. The event aimed 

to align Centre-State efforts for inclusive growth. 

Enhancing human capital is critical for India’s vision of 

becoming a developed nation. 

150) Correct Answer: B 
India is in advanced discussions with the United States 

and the European Union to finalize trade agreements. 

Multiple negotiation rounds have been held in 2025. 

These agreements aim to enhance market access and 

balance trade. Such FTAs are essential for India’s global 

economic integration.
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Economics 
 

Tex-RAMPS Scheme 

 
Why in the News? 

The Government of India approved a new scheme 

called Tex-RAMPS to strengthen research, data systems, 

innovation, and competitiveness in India’s textiles 

sector. The scheme aligns with India’s push to make its 

textiles ecosystem future-ready, technologically 

advanced, and globally competitive. 

What is Tex-RAMPS? 

Tex-RAMPS = Textiles Focused Research, Assessment, 

Monitoring, Planning and Start-up Scheme. It is a Central 

Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Ministry of Textiles. 

Outlay & Duration 

• Total Outlay: ₹305 crore 

• Period: FY 2025-26 to FY 2030-31 

• Co-terminus with the upcoming Finance 

Commission cycle 

Objectives 

To future-proof India’s textiles & apparel (T&A) 

ecosystem by: 

• Strengthening research and innovation 

• Building robust data systems 

• Enhancing global competitiveness 

• Supporting start-ups 

• Improving capacity development across the 

sector 

India’s Q2 FY26 GDP Growth   

 
Why in the News? 

India’s GDP grew 8.2% in Q2 of FY 2025-26 (July–

September), marking a six-quarter high, supported 

mainly by manufacturing and services. However, 

economists flagged concerns over low nominal GDP 

growth (8.7%), which signals subdued economic activity 

and potential stress on fiscal targets. 

Key Data 

• Real GDP growth (Q2 FY26): 8.2% 

• Real GDP growth (Q1 FY26): 7.8% 

• Growth in H1 FY26: 8% 

• Nominal GDP growth: 8.7% (vs Budget 

assumption of 10.1%) 

• Last higher GDP growth: Q4 FY24 

• Government revised full-year growth 

forecast: “7% or higher” 

Why High Real but Low Nominal Growth? 

• Nominal GDP = Real GDP + Inflation (GDP 

deflator) 

• A very low deflator (~0.5%) boosted real growth 

artificially 

• Low nominal growth → Lower tax revenues, 

harder to meet fiscal deficit target of 4.4% 

Sector-wise Performance 

1. Manufacturing 

• Growth: 9.1% (six-quarter high) 

• Reasons: 

o Corporate earnings showed strong 

growth 
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o Low base effect (growth was only 2.1% 

last year) 

2. Services 

• Growth: 9.2% 

• Within services: 

o Financial, real estate, professional 

services: 10.2% (nine-quarter high) 

o Public admin, defence & other 

services: 9.7% 

3. Agriculture 

• 3.5% (lower than 4.1% last year) 

• Slight moderation due to uneven monsoon 

patterns 

Fiscal Concerns 

• Nominal GDP shortfall may: 

o Reduce tax buoyancy 

o Pressure fiscal deficit (target: 4.4%) 

o Lower denominator for deficit 

calculation 

• Lower capital expenditure visible (“no upswing in 

GFCF”) 

Opposition Criticism 

• IMF recently rated India’s national accounts ‘C’, 

the second-lowest grade 

o Claims real GDP inflated 

using unrealistically low deflator 

o Points to weak private 

investment and thin capital formation 

Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust (RIIT) – 

NHAI Public InvIT 

 
Why in the news? 

SEBI has granted in-principle approval to National 

Highways Authority of India (NHAI) for 

registering Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust (RIIT) as 

an Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) under SEBI 

(InvIT) Regulations, 2014. It will support asset 

monetisation of national highways. 

What is an InvIT 

• A collective investment structure similar to REITs 

but for infrastructure 

• Allows ownership of income-generating 

infrastructure assets 

• Investors receive regular returns from toll/usage 

revenues 

• Regulated by SEBI 

About RIIT 

• Sponsored by NHAI 

• Part of NHAI’s Public InvIT strategy to attract 

wider retail and domestic participation 

• Operated through Raajmarg Infra Investment 

Managers Pvt Ltd (RIIMPL) 

• RIIMPL ownership: SBI, PNB, NaBFID, Axis Bank, 

Bajaj Finserv Ventures, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 

IDBI Bank, IndusInd Bank, Yes Bank 

InvITs and SARFAESI Act, 2002 

Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) are 

considered borrowers under the Securitization and 

Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of 

Security Interest Act, 2002. 

What this means 

• When InvITs raise debt from banks or financial 

institutions, the lenders receive enforceable 

security 

• If InvITs default on repayment, lenders can: 

o Take over the secured assets 

o Manage or sell the assets to recover 

dues 

o Enforce security interest without court 

intervention 

SEBI (Infrastructure Investment Trusts) Regulations, 

2014 
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Objective 

To provide a regulated framework for pooling funds 

from investors into revenue-generating 

infrastructure assets and ensure transparency, 

investor protection, and efficient monetization. 

Key Features 

• Sponsors, Trust, Trustee, Investment 

Manager as major participants 

• InvITs can own completed or under-

construction infrastructure projects 

• Public InvITs must be listed on stock 

exchanges 

• Mandatory regular distribution of income to 

unit holders (at least 90 percent of net 

distributable cash flow) 

• Minimum 80 percent of the value of assets 

must be in completed and 

operational projects for publicly listed InvITs 

• Leverage limits specified to maintain 

financial stability 

PMFME Scheme 

 
Why in the news? 

As of 31 October 2025, the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation 

of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme 

has expanded rapidly nationwide. 

Latest Achievements 

• 1,62,744 loans sanctioned under credit-linked 

subsidy 

• 3,65,935 SHG members approved for seed 

capital assistance 

• Infrastructure support approvals: 

o 101 Common Infrastructure Facility 

proposals 

o 76 Incubation centers 

o 27 proposals for Branding and 

Marketing support 

Objective of PMFME 

To formalize and enhance the competitiveness of micro 

food processing enterprises in India through: 

• Credit support 

• Skill development 

• Market linkages 

• Infrastructure and branding assistance 

Features 

• Promotes Atmanirbhar Bharat and food 

processing entrepreneurship 

• Focus on women, SC/ST, and rural micro units 

• Supports ODOP (One District One 

Product) approach for product specialization 

• Capacity building through technical and 

entrepreneurial training 

‘Your Money, Your Right’ Movement 

 
Why in the News? 

The Prime Minister recently urged citizens to actively 

participate in the ‘Your Money, Your Right’ movement, a 

national initiative to help people reclaim their unclaimed 

financial assets. 

About the Movement 

• Launched by the Central Government in October 

2025. 

• Objective: Enable citizens to locate and recover 

unclaimed deposits, insurance proceeds, 
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dividends, mutual fund amounts, and other 

financial assets. 

Scale of Unclaimed Funds in India 

• Banking sector: Rs 78,000 crore unclaimed. 

• Insurance companies: Rs 14,000 crore 

unclaimed. 

• Mutual funds: Rs 3,000 crore unclaimed. 

• Dividends: Rs 9,000 crore unclaimed. 

• Deposits lying idle for 10 years or more are 

classified as unclaimed deposits. 

Dedicated Portals for Easy Access 

• Unclaimed bank deposits 

• Regulatory Body: Reserve Bank of India 

• Portal: UDGAM Portal 

• Unclaimed insurance proceeds 

• Regulatory Body: Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority of India 

• Portal: Bima Bharosa Portal 

• Unclaimed mutual fund amounts 

• Regulatory Body: Securities and Exchange 

Board of India 

• Portal: MITRA Portal 

• Unpaid dividends and unclaimed shares 

• Regulatory Body: Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

• Portal: IEPFA Portal 

Pax Silica Initiative 

 
Why in the News? 

The Congress party recently criticised the Prime Minister 

over India’s exclusion from the United States led 

strategic initiative known as Pax Silica, citing a perceived 

downturn in India US relations. 

About Pax Silica Initiative 

• Pax Silica is a US led strategic initiative aimed at 

building a secure, resilient and innovation driven 

global silicon supply chain. 

• The initiative covers the entire value chain from 

critical minerals and energy inputs to advanced 

manufacturing, semiconductors, artificial 

intelligence infrastructure and logistics. 

• The term Pax is derived from Latin, meaning 

peace, stability and long-term prosperity. 

• Silica refers to the compound refined into silicon, 

a foundational element for computer chips that 

power AI and advanced digital technologies. 

• The initiative seeks to reduce coercive 

dependencies, protect critical materials and 

capabilities essential for AI, and enable trusted 

nations to develop and deploy emerging 

technologies at scale. 

Member Countries 

• Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Netherlands, 

United Kingdom, Israel, United Arab Emirates 

and Australia 

Core Objectives 

• Jointly address vulnerabilities and opportunities 

in AI related supply chains. 

• Cooperation in critical minerals, semiconductor 

design, fabrication and packaging. 

• Strengthen logistics, transportation, compute 

infrastructure and energy grids. 

• Promote new joint ventures and strategic co 

investment opportunities. 

• Protect sensitive technologies and critical 

infrastructure from undue access or control by 

countries of concern. 

• Build trusted technology ecosystems including 

ICT systems, fibre optic cables, data centres, 

foundational AI models and applications. 

Significance 

• Focuses on strategic technology security rather 

than a formal treaty. 

• Closely linked to semiconductor and AI 

geopolitics. 
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• Reflects US efforts to align technology supply 

chains among trusted partners. 

India Post’s DHRUVA Framework 

 
Why in the News? 

Department of Posts has proposed the Digital Hub for 

Reference and Unique Virtual Address (DHRUVA) as a 

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), supported by a draft 

amendment to the Post Office Act, 2023. 

What is DHRUVA? 

DHRUVA stands for Digital Hub for Reference and Unique 

Virtual Address. It aims to standardise and digitally share 

physical addresses through virtual labels similar to email 

IDs. 

Nature 

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) similar to Aadhaar and 

UPI. Based on consent-based address sharing. 

Key Components 

• Digital Label: Proxy address like name@dhruva 

instead of full physical address. 

• DIGIPIN: 10 digit alphanumeric geo coded 

location pin developed by India Post. 

• Coverage: Every 12 square metre area in India 

has a unique DIGIPIN. 

Institutional Ecosystem 

• Address Service Providers: Generate virtual 

address labels. 

• Address Validation Agencies: Authenticate 

address information. 

• Address Information Agents: Manage user 

consent and sharing. 

• Governing Entity: NPCI like body to oversee the 

framework. 

How It Works 

• User authorises sharing of the virtual address 

label. 

• Platform receives descriptive address and geo 

coded DIGIPIN. 

• Ensures controlled access to address data. 

Major Use Cases 

• Logistics and delivery services. 

• E commerce platforms and gig economy 

platforms. 

• Consent based data sharing of addresses. 

• Seamless address updates during relocation. 

• Service discovery for doorstep services. 

Importance 

• Improves last mile delivery, especially in rural 

areas. 

• Reduces errors from incomplete or informal 

addresses. 

• Enhances user control over personal address 

data. 

Concerns and Criticism 

• Relies on personal data and user consent, unlike 

structure-based address systems used globally. 

• May create incomplete datasets for urban 

planning if consent is denied. 

• Needs clear legislative backing 
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 Environment & Diversity  
 

Dudhwa Tiger Reserve and Rainbow Water 

Snake 

 
Why in the News 

A Rainbow Water Snake (Enhydris enhydris) was 

documented for the first time in Uttar Pradesh with 

photographic evidence from the buffer zone of Dudhwa 

Tiger Reserve. 

Dudhwa Tiger Reserve  

• Location: Indo Nepal border, Lakhimpur Kheri 

district, Uttar Pradesh 

• Established: 1988 

• Area: 1,284 sq km 

• Constituents: 

• Dudhwa National Park 

• Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary 

• Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary 

• Buffer includes North Kheri, South Kheri, and 

parts of Shahjahanpur forest divisions 

• Habitat Type: Typical Tarai Bhabar ecosystem 

of Upper Gangetic Plains 

Rivers: 

• Sharda (near Kishanpur) 

• Geruwa (through Katerniaghat) 

• Suheli and Mohana (in Dudhwa NP) 

• All are tributaries of the Ghagra River 

• Vegetation: North Indian Moist Deciduous 

forests, noted for Sal 

• Flora Examples: Sal, Asna, Asidha, Haldu, 

Faldu, Gahmhar, Kanju 

Rainbow Water Snake  

• Scientific Name: Enhydris enhydris 

• Conservation Status: IUCN: Least Concern 

• Nature: Slightly venomous, fish 

eating freshwater snake 

• Distribution: South and Southeast Asia 

including India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 

Sri Lanka, Thailand etc. 

• Habitat: Marshlands, ponds, rice fields 

freshwater zones 

• Distinctive Features: 

• Up to 130 cm long 

• Two pale stripes along body converging near 

crown 

• Brown to greenish brown body with pale belly 

New Ramsar Sites in India 

 
Why in the News? 

Siliserh Lake in Rajasthan and Kopra Jalashay in 

Chhattisgarh have been designated as Ramsar Sites, 

recognising their international importance as wetlands. 

Siliserh Lake 

Location: Alwar district, Rajasthan 

Type: Human made lake 

Setting: Located within the buffer zone of Sariska Tiger 

Reserve 

History: Constructed in 1845 by Maharaja Vinay Singh 

to supply drinking water to Alwar city 
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Climate Zone: Semi arid region 

Ecological Significance: 

• Important water source in a dry landscape 

• Supports diverse wetland and terrestrial biodiversity 

Fauna: 

• Around 149 bird species 

• 17 mammal species 

• Vulnerable species: River tern 

• Endangered species: Tiger 

• Supports more than 1 percent of the biogeographic 

population of Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) 

Kopra Jalashay 

Location: Bilaspur district, Chhattisgarh 

Type: Reservoir 

River System: Upper catchment of the Mahanadi River 

Avifaunal Importance: 

• Supports over 60 migratory bird species 

• Used for nesting, feeding and as a stopover site 

Fauna: 

• Vulnerable species: Greater Spotted Eagle (Aquila 

clanga) 

• Endangered species: Egyptian Vulture (Neophron 

percnopterus) 

Ramsar Convention Key Point 

• Ramsar Convention is an international treaty for 

conservation and wise use of wetlands 

• Adopted in 1971 at Ramsar, Iran 

• India is a contracting party since 1982 

Wildlife Smuggling at Kempegowda 

International Airport (KIA) 

 
Why in the News? 

Customs officials at Kempegowda International Airport, 

Bengaluru, intercepted a wildlife smuggling attempt 

involving endangered primates brought from Bangkok. 

Key Details 

• Two red shanked douc monkeys were 

recovered from a passenger arriving on flight TG 

325 from Bangkok. 

• The animals were concealed inside check in 

baggage. 

• The passenger was arrested under provisions of 

the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and the 

Customs Act, 1962. 

• The rescued primates were handed over to 

animal welfare authorities for rehabilitation. 

•  Further investigation is ongoing. 

About Red Shanked Douc Monkey  

• Scientific name: Pygathrix nemaeus 

• Habitat: Tropical forests of Vietnam, Laos and 

Cambodia 

• IUCN Status: Endangered 

• Listed under CITES Appendix I 

• Known for distinctive red lower limbs and 

colourful facial markings 

Legal and International Framework 

• Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 provides legal 

protection to endangered species in India. 

• CITES regulates international trade in 

endangered species of wild fauna and flora. 

• Appendix I species face the strictest trade 

restrictions. 

Notes 

• Airports are major transit points for wildlife 

trafficking. 

• Smuggling of CITES listed species is a serious 

international offence. 

• India is a signatory to CITES and enforces it 

through domestic laws. 

• Wildlife trafficking is among the top illegal 

trades globally after drugs and arms. 

Kerala’s Butterfly Diversity 
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Why in the News? 

A new monograph published in ENTOMON 

journal affirms that Kerala hosts the highest butterfly 

diversity among Indian States along the Western Ghats. 

Source of Study 

• Title: The Butterflies (Lepidoptera, Rhopalocera) 

of Kerala: Status and Distribution 

• Journal: ENTOMON, open access quarterly 

journal 

• Published by: Association for Advancement of 

Entomology 

• Lead researcher: Kalesh Sadasivan 

Key Findings 

• Kerala records 328 butterfly species. 

• Includes 41 species endemic to the Western 

Ghats. 

• Western Ghats as a whole support 337 butterfly 

species, most of which are found in Kerala. 

Butterfly Families in Kerala 

• Nymphalidae: 97 species, Lycaenidae: 96 

species, Hesperiidae: 82 species and Other 

families: Papilionidae, Pieridae, Riodinidae 

Migratory Species 

• 36 migratory butterfly species documented. 

Highlights Kerala as a key migratory corridor for 

seasonal butterfly movement. 

Conservation Status 

• 22 species from Kerala listed in the IUCN Red 

List. 

• Most are Least Concern. 

• 2 species classified as Near Threatened. 

Legal Protection in India 

• 70 butterfly species protected under 

the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.  

• 4 species under Schedule I. Majority 

under Schedule II. 

Larval Host Plant Diversity 

• Over 1,800 larval feeding records documented. 

• Includes 350 plus new field observations. 

• Covers nearly 800 plant species. 

• One of the largest region specific host plant 

compilations in India. 

Governance 
 

Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) Revamp Bill 

 
Why in the News? 

Over 1,500 academics have protested against the 

Central government’s proposal to repeal the Indian 

Statistical Institute Act, 1959 and replace it with a new ISI 

Revamp Bill (Draft ISI Bill 2025). Critics argue that the Bill 

will erode academic autonomy, alter governance 

structures, and change the historic character of the ISI. 

About Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) 

• Founded: 1931 by Prasanta Chandra 

Mahalanobis. 

• Legal Status: Institution of National 

Importance under ISI Act, 1959. 
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• Headquarters: Kolkata (historic location 

linked to PC Mahalanobis). 

• Centres: Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, Tezpur, 

Giridih, Hyderabad. 

• Academic Strength: ~1,200 students. 

• Fields: Statistics, Mathematics, Quantitative 

Economics, Computer Science, Cryptology, 

Library Science, Quality Management, 

Operations Research. 

• Contributions: 

o Pioneer in sample survey 

methodology (NSS lineage). 

o Advanced statistical research and 

public-good-oriented academic 

model. 

o Free education + stipends ensuring 

inclusivity. 

Key Features of the Draft ISI Bill 2025 

• Repeals ISI Act, 1959 replaces existing 

governance and institutional safeguards. 

• Board of Governors gets overriding powers over 

the Academic Council, reducing the latter to an 

advisory status. 

• Government-controlled appointment of the 

Director replaces existing search-cum-selection 

process. 

• Allows relocation of headquarters from Kolkata 

raising concerns over institutional heritage. 

• Restructuring of regional centres possible 

realignment of federal structure. 

RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-

IOS) FY25 

 

Why in the News 

The RBI’s Annual Report of the Ombudsman Scheme 

highlighted a growth of 13.55% in complaints under RB-

IOS during FY25, rising to 1.33 million from 1.18 

million in FY24. 

What is RB-IOS? 

• A unified dispute redress mechanism of the 

Reserve Bank of India covering banks, NBFCs, and 

authorized payment system participants. 

• Aims to simplify the process by introducing One 

Nation One Ombudsman framework. 

Sources of Complaints 

• Office of RBI Ombudsman (ORBIO) and 

Centralised Receipt and Processing Centre 

(CRPC) 

• ORBIO handled nearly 0.30 million complaints in 

FY25 (0.82% rise YoY) 

Major Categories of Complaints 

1. Loans and advances: 29.25% of total complaints 

(highest) 

2. Credit cards: 20.04% increase YoY 

3. Mobile/electronic banking: 16.86% share 

(declined by 12.74% YoY) 

Entity-wise Break-up 

• Banks: 0.24 million complaints (81.53% of ORBIO 

complaints) 

• NBFCs: 43,864 complaints (14.80%) 

• Among banks: 

• Private sector banks share rose: 34.39% 

to 37.53% 

• Public sector banks share fell: 38.32% to 34.80% 

Disposal of Complaints 

• ORBIOs disposed 0.29 million complaints with 

a 93.07% disposal rate 

• Maintainable complaints: 62.16% of disposed 

• 51.91% resolved through mutual settlement, 

conciliation, mediation 

• 43.36% rejected 

Onboarding of MTNL Pensioners onto 

SAMPANN 
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Why in the News? 

The Controller General of Communication Accounts 

(CGCA) has inaugurated the onboarding of all Mahanagar 

Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) pensioners onto 

the SAMPANN portal, marking a major step in 

modernizing pension administration under the 

Department of Telecommunications (DoT). 

About the MTNL Pensioners 

• The onboarding covers 45,939 MTNL 

pensioners from Delhi and Mumbai. 

• Includes both current retirees (November 

2025) and past pensioners. 

• Event held at the Office of Principal CCA, Delhi. 

• Pensioners received E-PPOs (Electronic Pension 

Payment Orders) during the event. 

About SAMPANN 

System for Accounting and Management of Pension 

(SAMPANN) 

• A centralized, comprehensive telecom pension 

management platform of the DoT. 

• Enables fully digital processing of pension cases. 

Key Features of SAMPANN 

• Accurate, rule-based pension calculations. 

• Integrated case processing with end-to-end 

digital workflow. 

• PFMS-linked timely pension disbursements. 

• Multi-modal grievance redressal system. 

• Mobile app support (Android and iOS). 

• Real-time dashboards for monitoring and 

transparency. 

• Reduction of paperwork and delays. 

Animal Husbandry Infrastructure 

Development Fund (AHIDF) 

 
Why in the News? 

In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha, the Union Minister 

of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying informed 

the House that loans worth ₹10,320 crore have been 

sanctioned so far under the Animal Husbandry 

Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF). This reflects 

growing participation by the private sector and farmer 

collectives in strengthening India’s animal husbandry 

ecosystem. 

About AHIDF 

• The Animal Husbandry Infrastructure 

Development Fund (AHIDF) is a Central Sector 

Scheme launched by the Government of India to 

promote investment in post-production 

infrastructure in the animal husbandry sector. 

• The scheme has a total outlay of ₹15,000 crore 

and was announced as part of the Prime 

Minister’s Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan stimulus 

package, aimed at enhancing self-reliance in key 

economic sectors. 

• The fund seeks to address long-standing 

infrastructure gaps in animal husbandry by 

encouraging the establishment of modern 

facilities across the value chain.  

• By facilitating access to affordable institutional 

credit, AHIDF supports the creation of 

sustainable and commercially viable assets, 

thereby improving productivity, reducing 

wastage, and increasing farmers’ income. 
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Objective 

• The primary objective of AHIDF is to boost 

investment in animal husbandry infrastructure, 

particularly in areas such as processing, value 

addition, and storage.  

• The scheme aims to strengthen the organised 

segment of the sector, promote 

entrepreneurship, and generate employment in 

rural areas while supporting the growth of allied 

activities linked to livestock rearing. 

Implementing Agency 

• The scheme is implemented by the Department 

of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, under the 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying, Government of India.  

• The department is responsible for overall policy 

direction, monitoring, and coordination with 

financial institutions for loan disbursement. 

Eligible Beneficiaries 

AHIDF is open to a wide range of stakeholders involved 

in the animal husbandry sector, including: 

• Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) 

• Private companies 

• Individual entrepreneurs 

• Section 8 companies 

• Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

This inclusive eligibility framework ensures participation 

from both organised entities and grassroots-level 

entrepreneurs, enabling broad-based sectoral 

development. 

Financial Assistance and Benefits 

Under the AHIDF scheme, beneficiaries receive 

structured financial support to reduce investment risks 

and improve project viability: 

• Margin money: Minimum 10% to be contributed 

by the beneficiary 

• Loan component: Up to 90% of the project cost 

through scheduled banks 

• Interest subvention: 3% provided by the 

Government of India, reducing the effective cost 

of borrowing 

• Repayment period: Maximum of 8 years, 

including a 2-year moratorium, offering 

flexibility during the initial establishment phase 

• These financial incentives are designed to 

encourage long-term investments in animal 

husbandry infrastructure while ensuring 

manageable repayment obligations for 

entrepreneurs and farmer groups. 

 

History 
  

Swahid Diwas – PM’s Tribute 

 
Why in the News 

The Prime Minister paid tribute on Swahid Diwas (10 

December 2025), honouring the martyrs of the Assam 

Movement and reaffirming the Government’s 

commitment to strengthening Assam’s culture and 

ensuring holistic development of the state. 

About Swahid Diwas 

• Observed in Assam to commemorate 

the martyrs of the Assam Movement (1979–

1985). 

• Recognises those who died during the agitation 

for identification, deletion and deportation of 

illegal migrants to protect the demographic, 
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cultural and linguistic identity of the Assamese 

people. 

About the Assam Movement   

• Period: 1979–1985. 

• Led by AASU (All Assam Students’ 

Union) and AAGSP. 

• Trigger: Concerns over illegal immigration from 

Bangladesh affecting Assam’s demographic 

balance. 

• Core demands: 

o Detection of illegal migrants 

o Updating electoral rolls 

o Preservation of Assamese culture and 

identity 

• Culmination: Assam Accord (1985) signed 

between AASU, AAGSP and the Government of 

India; provided mechanisms for identifying and 

addressing illegal immigration. 

Delhi Parsi Anjuman Centenary   

 
Why in the News? 

Delhi Parsi Anjuman DPA is celebrating its 100 years of 

establishment in 2025. 

About Parsis in India 

• Parsis migrated to India around 8th century CE 

from Persia modern day Iran due to religious 

persecution. 

• They followed sea trade routes and mainly 

settled in Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

• Known for contributions in trade industry law 

healthcare and public life. 

Parsis in Delhi 

• First Parsi settlement in Delhi dates to the 19th 

century. 

• Legend links early Parsi presence to Meherjirana 

the first Dastur invited by Mughal emperor Akbar 

during the 16th century. 

• Major influx occurred after British shifted capital 

from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911. 

First recorded Parsi migrant to Delhi was 

Naowroji Kapadia from Bharuch Gujarat. 

Delhi Parsi Anjuman DPA 

• Established in 1925 by 40 trustees. 

• Location Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg New Delhi. 

• First President Naowroji Kapadia. 

• Meaning of Anjuman Persian word meaning 

congregation. 

Key Institutions under DPA 

• Dar-e-Mehr Zoroastrian fire temple established 

in 1961. 

• Only Zoroastrian fire temple in North India. 

• Dharamshala banquet hall and Katgara Hall 

newly renovated in 2025. 

Important Facts  

• Delhi Parsi Anjuman founded in 1925. 

• Centenary year 2025. 

• Dar-e-Mehr in Delhi is the only fire temple in 

North India. 

• Parsis played a key role in shaping Delhi’s legal 

architectural and healthcare institutions. 

Natyashastra 

 
Why in the News? 

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 

(IGNCA) organised an academic programme 

titled Natyashastra Synthesis of Theory and Praxis during 
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the 20th Session of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental 

Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage at the Red Fort, Delhi. 

About Natyashastra 

• Ancient Sanskrit treatise on performing arts 

• Title derived from Natya meaning dance and 

drama and Shastra meaning science 

• Composed by sage Bharata Muni 

• Dated between 2nd century BCE and 2nd 

century CE 

• Considered the earliest known treatise on 

performative arts in South Asia 

Core Themes of Natyashastra 

• Covers drama (natya), performance 

(abhinaya), music (sangita), emotion 

bhava) and aesthetic experience (rasa) 

• Comprises around 36,000 verses 

• Justifies Indian drama as a medium of religious 

and moral enlightenment 

Global Recognition 

• Included in UNESCO’s Memory of the World 

Register 

• Recognised for its outstanding global cultural 

value 

Mandate of IGNCA 

• Documentation, preservation and dissemination 

of Indian arts and cultural heritage 

• Training of professionals in cultural studies 

Param Vir Dirgha at Rashtrapati Bhavan 

 
Why in the News? 

On the occasion of Vijay Diwas 2025, the President of 

India, Droupadi Murmu, inaugurated Param Vir Dirgha at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, where portraits of all 21 Param Vir 

Chakra awardees are now displayed. 

Key Development 

• Portraits of 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees 

displayed 

• Replaced portraits of 96 British Aide de Camps 

(ADCs) 

• Initiative symbolises removal of colonial legacy 

and celebration of Indian national heroes 

About Param Vir Chakra (PVC) 

• Highest military decoration of India 

• Awarded for exceptional valour, courage and 

self sacrifice during war 

• Instituted on 26 January 1950 

• Awarded to personnel of Army, Navy and Air 

Force 

• Total awardees till date: 21 

Param Vir Dirgha 

• A dedicated gallery at Rashtrapati Bhavan 

• Showcases portraits and legacy of Param Vir 

Chakra awardees 

• Aims to educate visitors about India’s bravest 

soldiers 

• Reinforces national pride and military heritage 

Broader Context of De Colonialisation Initiatives 

• Rajpath renamed Kartavya Path 

• Indian Navy ensign redesigned, removing Saint 

George’s Cross and adopting symbols linked to 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

• Mughal Garden renamed Amrit Udyan 

• Race Course Road renamed Lok Kalyan Marg 

• Ross Island renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose Dweep 

• Neil Island renamed Shaheed Dweep 

• Havelock Island renamed Swaraj Dweep 

• Port Blair renamed Sri Vijaya Puram 

• 21 islands named after Param Vir Chakra 

awardees 

• Republic Day Beating Retreat ceremony now 

features Indian musical instruments 
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International Relations 
 

ICGS Vigraha Visit to Indonesia 

 
Why in the news? 

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Vigraha is on an overseas 

deployment to ASEAN countries. It is making an 

operational visit to Jakarta, Indonesia from 2 to 5 

December 2025. 

Purpose of Visit 

• Strengthen Coast Guard cooperation between 

India and Indonesia 

• Enhance interoperability in maritime safety and 

security 

• Joint professional interactions, shipboard drills, 

tabletop exercises, PASSEX (Passage Exercise) 

Diplomatic and Operational Significance 

• Reinforces cooperation for Rules-Based 

International Order (RBIO) in the Indo-Pacific 

• Supports coordinated surveillance of sea lanes 

and marine domain awareness 

• Includes cultural and people-to-people 

engagements 

Iran Seizes Oil Tanker in Gulf of Oman 

 

Why in the News? 

Iran has seized an oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman, with 18 

crew members from India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh on 

board, citing illegal fuel smuggling. 

Key Details of the Incident 

• Seizure carried out by Iranian forces off the Sea 

of Oman coast 

• Reported by Fars News Agency 

• Vessel was allegedly carrying six million litres 

of contraband diesel fuel 

• The tanker had disabled its navigation systems 

• Action linked to enforcement against fuel 

smuggling operations 

 

Iran and Fuel Smuggling 

• Retail fuel prices in Iran are among the lowest 

globally 

• Creates strong incentives for cross border fuel 

smuggling 

• Iranian authorities frequently intercept vessels 

accused of illegal fuel transport in the Gulf 

region 

Regional and International Context 

• Iran seized another tanker last month 

for unauthorised cargo 

• Iran denied that the seizure was retaliatory 

• The incident follows a recent US seizure of an 

oil tanker near Venezuela 

• The US alleged that the ship was transporting 

oil linked to Iran and Venezuela 

US Sanctions Angle 

• US Treasury imposed sanctions on Venezuela in 

2022 

• Sanctions linked to alleged ties with Iran’s 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

IRGC and Hezbollah 

 

 



SHAKTHII ACADEMY www.shakthiiacademy.com 

 

26, G3, PARIS GANGA APARTMENT, GANGAI AMMAN KOIL STREET, VADAPALANI, CHENNAI -  26 | PHONE: 9884 2222 49 / 9176 448 448 

 

131 

Notes 

• Gulf of Oman connects the Arabian Sea with 

the Strait of Hormuz 

• Region is strategically vital for global energy 

trade 

• Fuel smuggling is common in regions 

with subsidised energy prices 

• Maritime seizures often have geopolitical and 

security implications 

• Crew nationality issues raise consular and 

diplomatic concerns 

Polity 
 

Assam Accord 

 
Why in the news? 

The Supreme Court recently questioned whether a new 

order enabling entry of persecuted minorities into India 

violates the Assam Accord’s cut-off date of 24 March 

1971 for detecting illegal immigrants. 

Background 

• Signed on 15 August 1985 

• Parties: Union of India, Government of Assam, All 

Assam Students’ Union (AASU), All Assam Gana 

Sangram Parishad 

• Ended the Assam Movement (1979 to 1985) 

against illegal immigration 

• Aim: Detect and expel persons entering Assam 

illegally after 24 March 1971 (midnight) 

Cut-off Dates and Citizenship Provisions 

• 1 January 1966 fixed as the base cut-off for 

detection and deletion of foreigners. 

• Persons entering Assam from the “Specified 

Territory” before 1 January 1966 deemed Indian 

citizens. 

• Migrants entering from 1 January 1966 to 24 

March 1971 to be detected as per Foreigners 

Act 1946 and Foreigners Tribunals Order 1939. 

• Names deleted from electoral rolls must 

register under the Registration of Foreigners Act 

1939. 

• Voting rights only after 10 years from date of 

detection. 

• Migrants entering on or after 25 March 1971 to 

be detected, deleted from rolls, and expelled as 

per law 

Clause 6 

• Mandates safeguards to protect the cultural, 

social, and linguistic identity and heritage of the 

Assamese people 

• Constitutional, legislative, and administrative 

measures envisaged 

Significance 

• Central to demographic and cultural protection 

concerns in Assam 

• Continues to influence citizenship policies 

including NRC and related legal debates 
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Science, Technology, Art & Culture 
 

International Astronomical Union (IAU) 

 
Why in the news? 

• A 3.5-billion-year-old Martian crater has been 

named after Indian geologist M.S. Krishnan. The 

naming was approved by the International 

Astronomical Union (IAU). 

• Several other names proposed by Kerala 

scientists for Martian landforms were also 

approved. 

About the Martian Crater 

• Estimated to be 3.5 billion years old, dating back 

to Mars’ early geological history. 

• Located in a region studied for traces of ancient 

water and habitability. 

Who Was M.S. Krishnan? 

• Full name: Maharajapuram Seetharaman 

Krishnan 

• One of India’s most influential geologists, 

known as a foundational figure in modern 

Indian geological studies. 

• Served as Director, Geological Survey of India 

(GSI) (1950–1956). 

Major Contributions 

• Mapped India’s geological structures, 

including: 

o Indian stratigraphy 

o Peninsular shield 

o Himalayan formations 

• Played a leading role in mineral 

exploration and petroleum geology in India. 

• Contributed to studies on: 

o Gondwana formations 

o Economic geology 

o Earth resources of India 

Famous Work 

• Author of the landmark textbook “Geology of 

India and Burma”, a globally referenced work 

in earth sciences. 

About the International Astronomical Union (IAU) 

• Founded: 1919 

• A senior international body that 

governs professional astronomical 

activities worldwide. 

• Mission: Promote and safeguard astronomy 

through research, communication, education, 

development, and international cooperation. 

• Headquarters: Paris, France 

• India is a member of it  

Aloe vera Compounds as Potential 

Alzheimer’s Inhibitors   

 
Why in the news? 

A new study (Current Pharmaceutical Analysis, 2025) 

suggests that common plant molecules from Aloe vera—

especially Beta sitosterol—may inhibit key enzymes 

associated with Alzheimer’s disease (AD). Findings are 
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based entirely on in silico (computer 

simulation) techniques. 

What is Computer Simulation (In Silico Research)? 

• Computer simulation, often called in silico 

research, refers to the use of computational 

tools and algorithms to model biological, 

chemical, or physical processes. 

• It allows scientists to predict molecular 

interactions, drug behavior, and biological 

outcomes without physical experiments. 

Alzheimer’s Disease (AD)  

• Most common form of dementia. 

• Characterised by: 

o Memory loss 

o Cognitive decline 

o Accumulation of beta-amyloid 

plaques and tau tangles 

o Loss of acetylcholine, a 

neurotransmitter linked to learning and 

memory. 

• Enzymes involved in acetylcholine breakdown: 

o Acetylcholinesterase (AChE) 

o Butyrylcholinesterase (BChE) 

• Current drugs (e.g., donepezil, rivastigmine) 

work by inhibiting these enzymes but do not 

stop disease progression. 

Why Aloe vera? 

• Used for 3000+ years in traditional medicine. 

• Contains bioactive compounds such as Beta 

sitosterol, Succinic acid, polysaccharides, and 

phenolics. 

Major Findings 

• Beta sitosterol showed strong binding affinity to 

both enzymes: 

o AChE: −8.6 kcal/mol 

o BChE: −8.7 kcal/mol 

• The binding strength is higher than that of other 

screened compounds like Succinic acid. 

• ADMET results suggest: 

o Good absorption 

o Low toxicity 

o Favourable pharmacokinetic profile 

Australia social media ban on users aged 

under-16 kicks in 

 
Introduction 

Australia has enacted a first-of-its-kind law mandating 

that major social media platforms verify user age and 

remove accounts of children below 16 unless parents 

explicitly consent. The reform marks a sharp departure 

from earlier tech-driven self-regulation and responds to 

rising concerns over children’s mental health, grooming 

risks, harmful content, and the pressure of constant 

screen exposure. The move has been positioned as a 

“template for the world,” with global relevance as 

regulators struggle to manage Big Tech. 

Why in the news? 

Australia has become the first country globally to impose 

a minimum age for social media access, marking a 

structural shift in how online safety is governed. The 

legislation is significant because social media firms were 

previously allowed to operate on self-declared age 

checks, often exploited by under-16 users.  

Australia’s Move Towards an Age-Restricted Internet 

Ecosystem 

1. Minimum age requirement: Platforms must 

block users under 16 unless parents consent. 

2. Verification mandate: Tech firms must take 

“reasonable steps” to verify age and remove 

under-age accounts. 
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3. New regulatory law: The Online Safety 

Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 

creates enforceable obligations. 

4. Scope of platforms: Facebook, Instagram, 

YouTube, Snapchat, X, TikTok, Threads, Reddit 

covered. 

What Makes the Age-16 Cut-Off Significant? 

1. Based on mental-health indicators: 

Government-commissioned survey found 74% of 

children saw or heard disturbing content; 53% 

experienced online bullying; 27% faced personal 

attacks. 

2. Escalating harm to minors: 38% reported 

exposure to harmful content; 16% received 

sexualised images; 25% faced coercion or 

harassment. 

3. Self-harm risk: 17% saw content encouraging 

suicide or self-harm. 

4. Increased vulnerability: Under-16 users are at 

greater risk of grooming, hate speech, 

compulsive scrolling and pressure for online 

perfection. 

How Are Tech Companies Responding? 

1. Compliance with resistance: Firms say the rule 

may not improve safety unless implemented 

globally. 

2. Burden of verification: Companies argue age-

verification tools are intrusive or inaccurate. 

3. Big Tech backlash: Meta has called it impractical; 

industry bodies say “it will not make kids safer.” 

4. Regulator’s stance: eSafety insists firms have 

long failed to prioritise child safety despite 

repeated warnings. 

How Does This Compare With India’s Approach? 

1. Parental consent focus: India allows minors to 

access social media with guardian approval; no 

age-16 prohibition. 

2. Law under review: India’s DPDP Act originally 

proposed a strict age-limit but relaxed it in 2023. 

3. Tech-industry influence: India’s softer position 

partly reflects concerns of over-regulation and 

digital inclusion. 

4. Existing obligations: Platforms must ensure 

safety of users but without mandatory age 

verification. 

5. Contrast in regulatory philosophy: Australia 

mandates verification; India relies on parental 

oversight. 

Why Is Australia Positioning Itself as a Global Template? 

1. First mover advantage: No other country has set 

a universal age-16 social media restriction. 

2. Evidence-backed regulation: Emphasis on child 

mental-health data, grooming cases, hate 

content rise. 

3. Model for Western democracies: May influence 

UK’s Online Safety Act and EU child-protection 

deliberations. 

4. Accountability push: Shifts burden onto 

platforms, not users or parents. 

NSIL and ISRO Technology Transfer 

 
Why in the News? 

NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) has so far signed 70 

Technology Transfer Agreements (TTAs) to license 

technologies developed by ISRO to Indian industries. 

About NSIL 

• Commercial arm of the Department of Space 

(DoS), incorporated under the Companies 

Act 2013. 

• Mandated to: 

o Commercialise ISRO technologies. 

o Enable industry participation in 

space missions. 
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o Act as the actual licensor of ISRO 

technologies. 

Technology Transfer Mechanism 

Types of Agreements 

1. Technology Transfer Agreements (TTAs) – Define 

rights, obligations, and usage of transferred 

technology. 

2. Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) – Contain 

explicit confidentiality clauses protecting 

commercially sensitive information. 

Role of IN-SPACe 

• Acts as a facilitator for Non-Governmental 

Entities (NGEs). 

• NSIL remains the licensing authority. 

Oversight for Fairness 

• A dedicated Technology Transfer 

Committee reviews all proposals. 

• Ensures transfers are transparent, equitable, 

and accountable. 

Transparency and RTI Compliance 

• NSIL is a public authority under RTI Act, 2005. 

• Suo motu disclosure under Section 4: 

o Lists technologies available for transfer. 

o Guidelines and procedures for NGEs. 

o Periodically updated information on 

technology transfers. 

What Information is Public? 

• Names and details of industries receiving 

ISRO technologies 

(furnished under RTI and available via 

ISRO/DoS websites such as URSC, IN-SPACe, 

NSIL). 

• Media publications also highlight certain 

transfers. 

Information Exempt from Disclosure 

Under Section 8(1)(d) of the RTI Act, NSIL does not 

disclose: 

• Commercial terms. 

• Payment details. 

• Copies of agreements. 

These are considered commercially sensitive or 

strategic. 

BlueBird 6 Satellite and LVM 3 

 
Why in the News? 

The Indian Space Research Organisation ISRO is 

scheduled to launch the BlueBird 6 satellite, developed 

by US based AST SpaceMobile, on 21 December 

2025 using India’s heavy lift rocket LVM 3. 

About BlueBird 6 Satellite 

• Developer: AST SpaceMobile USA 

• Purpose: Provides direct to device internet 

connectivity, enabling normal mobile phones to 

access broadband without dependence on 

ground based cell towers 

• Weight: Around 6.5 tonnes, making it among 

the heaviest commercial satellites launched by 

ISRO 

Orbit: Low Earth Orbit LEO 

• Technology: Equipped with one of the largest 

phased array antennas ever deployed in space, 

covering nearly 2,400 square feet 

• Capable of direct communication with standard 

smartphones 
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• Significance: Enhances global mobile broadband 

connectivity, particularly in remote and rural 

regions 

• Strategic importance: Strengthens Indo US 

space cooperation and expands commercial 

space launch collaboration 

• Future impact: Helps bridge the digital divide by 

providing internet access in regions without 

cellular infrastructure 

 

About LVM 3 

o Full name: Launch Vehicle Mark 3 

o Also called GSLV Mk III or Bahubali 

o India’s heavy lift launch 

vehicle developed by ISRO 

o Designed for large satellite 

launches and human spaceflight 

missions 

 

Kavach System – Automatic Train 

Protection (ATP) 

 
Why in the News? 

• The Union Railway Minister informed the Lok 

Sabha during the Winter Session of 

Parliament that the indigenously developed 

Kavach system has been fully commissioned on 

over 2,000 km of the Indian Rail network. 

• The rollout is progressing at a very fast 

pace across multiple railway zones. 

 

What is Kavach? 

• Kavach is an indigenous Automatic Train 

Protection (ATP) system. 

• It is designed to prevent train collisions, over-

speeding, and signal passing at danger (SPAD). 

• It enhances operational safety through real-time 

monitoring and automatic intervention. 

 

Development and Agencies Involved 

• Developed by: 

o Research Design and Standards 

Organisation (RDSO) under Indian 

Railways 

• Industry partners: 

o Medha Servo Drives Pvt. Ltd. 

o HBL Power Systems Ltd. 

o Kernex Microsystems 

 

Current Status (as of December 2025) 

• 7,129 km of Optical Fibre Cable laid 

• 860 telecom towers installed 

• 767 railway stations connected to data centres 

• Trackside equipment deployed along 3,413 km 

• 4,154 locomotives equipped with Kavach 

• Around 40,000 technicians and operators 

trained 

 

Impact 

• Consequential railway accidents reduced by 

nearly 90% 

• Accidents declined from 135 (2014) to about 11 

currently 

• Demonstrates tangible improvement in railway 

safety outcomes 
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NASA Loses Contact with MAVEN 

 
Why in the News? 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA) has lost contact with its Mars orbiter, the Mars 

Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution (MAVEN) mission, 

which has been orbiting the Red Planet for more than a 

decade. MAVEN has played a crucial role in advancing 

scientific understanding of Mars’ atmosphere and its 

long-term evolution, particularly how the planet lost 

much of its original air to space. The temporary loss of 

communication has raised concern among the scientific 

community due to the mission’s importance in planetary 

science. 

About the MAVEN Mission 

• The MAVEN mission is a NASA-led Mars orbiter 

launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida, and 

successfully entered Mars orbit in September 

2014. 

• It was designed to study the upper atmosphere 

of Mars, an area that had remained poorly 

understood before MAVEN.  

• Unlike surface rovers, MAVEN operates from 

orbit, enabling continuous, global observations 

of atmospheric processes. 

• MAVEN was specifically developed to address 

one of the biggest mysteries of Mars—how the 

planet transformed from a warm and wet world 

capable of supporting liquid water to the cold 

and arid planet observed today. 

Primary Objective 

• The core objective of MAVEN is to study the loss 

of Mars’ atmosphere to space. Over billions of 

years, Mars is believed to have lost a significant 

portion of its atmosphere, leading to a dramatic 

decline in surface pressure and temperature.  

• MAVEN investigates the mechanisms 

responsible for this atmospheric escape. 

Scientific Objectives and Research Focus 

MAVEN carries a suite of advanced scientific instruments 

to achieve its goals. Its major scientific objectives 

include: 

• Measuring the thin upper atmosphere of Mars, 

where atmospheric gases gradually escape into 

space. 

• Studying the Martian ionosphere, a region of 

charged particles formed when solar radiation 

interacts with atmospheric gases. 

• Observing the interaction between sunlight, 

solar wind, and the Martian atmosphere, which 

plays a key role in stripping atmospheric particles 

away due to Mars’ weak magnetic field. 

• Explaining the climatic evolution of Mars, 

helping scientists understand how the planet 

shifted from conditions suitable for liquid water 

to its current dry and inhospitable state. 

Scientific Significance 

• Findings from the MAVEN mission have 

significantly improved understanding of 

planetary atmospheres and habitability, not only 

for Mars but also for Earth-like planets beyond 

the solar system.  

• By explaining how solar activity can erode 

atmospheres over time, MAVEN contributes to 

broader research on climate evolution, space 

weather, and planetary protection. 

Overall Importance 

• The MAVEN mission stands as one of NASA’s 

most important Mars orbiters, providing long-

term data on atmospheric loss and planetary 

transformation.  

• Any disruption in communication is therefore 

closely monitored, as MAVEN’s observations 

remain critical for both ongoing Mars 

exploration and future human missions to the 

Red Planet.
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Security Issues 
 

INS Aridhaman 

 
Why in the News 

The Indian Navy has indicated that INS Aridhaman, 

India’s third nuclear powered ballistic missile submarine 

(SSBN), will be inducted soon. 

About INS Aridhaman 

• Second submarine of the Arihant class SSBNs 

• Developed under the Advanced Technology 

Vessel (ATV) project 

• Built at Ship Building Centre, Visakhapatnam 

• Strengthens India’s nuclear triad with credible 

sea based deterrence. 

Strategic Significance  

• Enhances deterrence posture under No First Use 

policy 

• Consolidates India’s position as a blue water 

navy 

• Increases maritime security presence in 

the Indian Ocean Region 

Note: A blue water navy is a maritime force that can 

operate far beyond its own coastal waters and project 

power across the deep oceans of the world. 

Technology Development Fund (TDF) 

Scheme 

 
Why in the news? 

DRDO has handed over seven indigenous defence 

technologies developed under the Technology 

Development Fund (TDF) scheme to the three Armed 

Services. 

Technologies Transferred 

1. High-Voltage Power Supply for Airborne Self-

Protection Jammers 

Enhances protection of aircraft from radar 

guided threats 

2. Tide-Efficient Gangway for Naval Jetties 

Assists safe crew movement in high tidal 

variation zones 

3. Advanced VLF-HF Switching Matrix System 

Efficient communication routing in naval 

platforms 

4. VLF Loop Aerials for Underwater Platforms 

Underwater long-range communication support 

5. Indigenous Waterjet Propulsion System for 

Fast Interceptor Craft 

Marine propulsion technology aiding coastal 

security 

6. Process for Recovery of Lithium 

Precursors from Used Lithium-ion Batteries 

Supports strategic material recycling and energy 

security 
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7. Long-Life Seawater Battery System 

Provides sustained power for underwater 

surveillance 

About the TDF Scheme 

• Implemented by DRDO 

• Objective: 

o Support MSMEs and startups in 

defence innovation 

o Promote import substitution of 

critical technologies 

• Funding support up to 90 percent of 

development cost 

• Aligned with Aatmanirbhar Bharat and 

defence indigenisation push 

Operation Sagar Bandhu 

 
Why in the news 

The Indian Navy has deployed four more warships 

carrying 1000 tons of Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief stores to cyclone hit regions of Sri Lanka 

under Operation Sagar Bandhu. 

About the Operation 

• An ongoing Indian Navy initiative to provide 

urgent assistance to Sri Lanka in the aftermath of 

a severe cyclone. 

• Focus includes Search and Rescue and supply of 

essential relief material. 

Indian Ocean Region Significance 

• Reinforces India’s role as a reliable first 

responder in the region. 

• Strengthens India Sri Lanka people level 

relations. 

• Showcases India’s naval capability in disaster 

response and logistics. 

Associated Vision 

• Aligned with India’s commitment to Security and 

Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) and 

cooperative maritime outreach in the Indian 

Ocean Region. 

Anjadip Inducted into Indian Navy 

 
Why in the News? 

The Indian Navy formally received INS Anjadip, the third 

of eight Anti Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft 

(ASW SWC), on 22 December 2025 at Chennai. The 

induction of Anjadip marks another significant step in 

strengthening India’s coastal defence and anti-

submarine warfare capabilities, particularly in shallow 

and near-shore waters where conventional large 

warships face operational limitations. 

About Anjadip and the ASW SWC Project 

• The ASW Shallow Water Craft (SWC) are a 

specialised class of naval vessels designed 

primarily for anti-submarine warfare in shallow 

coastal areas, where enemy submarines and 

underwater threats are harder to detect and 

neutralise.  

• Apart from ASW roles, these platforms are also 

capable of coastal surveillance, search and 

rescue support, and mine-laying operations, 

making them multi-role assets for littoral 

security. 
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• Each vessel is approximately 77 metres in length 

and is equipped with advanced sonar systems, 

underwater sensors, and modern combat 

management systems to detect, track, and 

engage underwater threats close to the 

coastline.  

• The ships use waterjet propulsion, which allows 

for greater manoeuvrability, reduced acoustic 

signature, and improved performance in shallow 

waters. Notably, these vessels are the largest 

warships of the Indian Navy to be propelled 

entirely by waterjets, a major technological 

milestone. 

Strategic Importance 

• The induction of Anjadip enhances the Indian 

Navy’s ability to safeguard ports, harbours, 

offshore installations, and critical coastal 

infrastructure.  

• The ASW SWCs are particularly important in the 

context of growing submarine activity in the 

Indian Ocean Region and increasing maritime 

security challenges.  

• Their shallow-water capability fills a critical 

operational gap between smaller patrol craft and 

larger frontline warships. 

Builder and Industrial Collaboration 

• INS Anjadip has been designed and constructed 

by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers 

(GRSE), a leading public sector shipyard under 

the Ministry of Defence.  

• The project is being executed under a Public-

Private Partnership (PPP) model, with Larsen & 

Toubro Shipyard, Kattupalli, acting as the private 

sector partner. This collaboration reflects India’s 

push towards self-reliance in defence 

manufacturing under the broader vision of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

Classification and Standards 

The ASW SWCs are built in accordance with the rules and 

regulations of the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS), 

ensuring compliance with national classification 

standards for safety, structural integrity, and operational 

reliability. 

Overall Significance 

• With the induction of Anjadip, the Indian Navy 

continues to modernise its fleet with 

indigenously designed and built platforms, 

enhancing operational readiness while 

promoting domestic shipbuilding capabilities.  

• Once all eight ASW SWCs are commissioned, 

they will form a vital component of India’s 

layered maritime defence architecture along its 

extensive coastline. 

Trivia 
 

IndiGo Flight Disruptions and DGCA 

Temporary FDTL Exemptions 

 

Why in the news? 

India’s largest airline IndiGo faced severe flight 

disruptions in early December 2025 due to shortage of 

flight crew under revised Flight Duty Time Limitation 

rules, prompting regulatory intervention. 

What is FDTL? 

Rules that regulate pilot duty hours, night operations, 

number of landings, and mandatory rest periods to 

manage pilot fatigue and ensure safety. 

New FDTL Norms 

Implemented in two stages: 
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• July 1 — Extended weekly rest for pilots to 48 

hours from 36 

• November 1 — Major changes for night 

operations 

o Extended definition of night hours 

o Capped night landings to two 

Restricted consecutive night duties to two days a week 

Why IndiGo was hit hardest 

• Very large scale of operations with lean staffing 

• High proportion of night and early morning 

flights 

Temporary Relief by DGCA (till February 10, 2026) 

• Night defined as midnight to 5 am instead of 

midnight to 6 am for IndiGo A320 pilots 

• Night landings allowed up to six instead of two 

• Clause restricting substitution of mandatory 

weekly rest withdrawn 

• 12 DGCA-deputed flight operations inspectors 

allowed to fly for IndiGo temporarily 

• Exemption reviewed every two weeks with 

progress report requirements 

Shingles Disease 

 
Why in the news? 

A recent large study shows that shingles vaccination can 

reduce the risk of death from dementia and may help 

slow disease progression. 

What is Shingles 

• A viral infection characterized by a painful rash 

• Causative agent: Varicella zoster virus (VZV) 

o Same virus responsible for chickenpox 

o Remains latent in nerve cells after 

recovery from chickenpox 

o Can reactivate later in life 

Transmission 

• Shingles itself is not contagious 

• But the virus can spread to people without prior 

immunity, causing chickenpox (not shingles) 

Symptoms 

• Cluster of blisters appearing in a band-like 

pattern on one side of the body (typically torso, 

neck, or face) 

• Pain, burning, tingling sensation 

• Fever, fatigue, headache 

• Can lead to post-herpetic neuralgia (long-term 

nerve pain) 

Charaichung Festival at Majuli 

 
Why in the News? 

Assam’s Majuli island hosted the second edition of the 

Charaichung Festival, aimed at reviving Asia’s first 

protected Royal Bird Sanctuary, Charaichung, 

established in 1633 AD. 

About Charaichung Sanctuary 

• Established in 1633 AD by Ahom King 

Swargadeu Pratap Singha (Burha Roja). 

• Considered Asia’s first protected royal bird 

sanctuary. 

• Holds a 392-year-old legacy. 

• Once thriving, the sanctuary has deteriorated 

and now requires active conservation. 

• Home to around 150 species of indigenous and 

migratory birds. 

About the Charaichung Festival 

• Held from December 7 to 10, 2025, at Majuli. 

• Organised by Majuli Sahitya and local 

communities. 

• Objective: 

• Revive Charaichung sanctuary 
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• Strengthen bird conservation 

• Promote Majuli as a global tourism 

destination 

• Includes a special forest conservation 

exhibition showcasing biodiversity protection 

efforts. 

Significance of Majuli 

• Recognised as the world’s largest river island. 

• One of India’s important bird habitats, 

attracting domestic and international nature 

enthusiasts. 

• Rich in biodiversity and cultural heritage. 
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